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ABSTRACT

In this research study, the researcher explitre democratisation process in the Middle East
and North African region (MENA), with Libya as the case study. The study is based on the
views of students and lecturers from universities in the three major regions-oéypastion
LibyaT Tripoli, Benghai and Sabha and examines how the relationship between democracy
and revolution is perceivedhe causes of the Arab Spring revolution, as well as its economic,
social and political implications are presented in the study, based on reviewed literadure, a
the perspectives drawn from the study samipieally, the researcher presents the challenges

and barriers to the process of democratisation after the Arab Spring.

In pursuit of these issues, the researcher explores the following main research gjuestion

1 How do students and lecturers describe the relationship that exists between the Arab

Spring revolution and democracy?

1 What are the causes of the Arab Spring in Libya according to the opinions of students

and lecturers?

1 What are the implications of ther@b Spring in MENA and in Libya?

The study adopted @escriptive research approacising quantitative and qualitative data. A
major finding of the study revealed that there is a connection between the revolution and
democracy, and that the barriers tophecess of democratisation are inextricably linked to the
political, economic and social implications of the Arab Spring, which has caused major security
and stability repercussions in the country.

The researcher argues that, based on the opinions dcftutlg sample, the Arab Spring
revolution was necessary to initiate the process of democracy, and the barriers to the process
of democracy are linked to the imbalance of the political and economic structures of the
country, including the culturatibal base of the Libyan society. In order to address the barriers

to the democratisation process, the researcher argues for the development of a hybrid
democracy that takes into consideration the broader political, historical and cultural

sensitivities of the Lijpan people, and the MENA region.
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1 CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION

1.1 Introduction
Dictatorial regimes in the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) region have previously

possessed the ability to monoelpower domestically, which, in turn, resulted in the erosion

of the stateds i mmuni tSglih, 2003 $Subssquently xseéceriamsanl per
and ethnic enlistment, which, until recently, has been dormant under the ideological supremacy

of Arab nationalism, has become apparent since the fall of Satidesein, former Iraqi

dictator,in 2003, and the ensuing upriss@f Syria in 2011 Kalih, 2013. The waves of

uprisings have challenged the weditablished supremacy of the governing regimes in the Arab

states, and have paved the way for possible political transformation in the region (Salih, 2013).

For decades, theeople of the MENA region were subjugated to years of tyranny, dictatorships,
and survived the aftermath of deeply entrenched colonial leg@Ggsouz & Atala, 2015).

More recently, a need for democratic transformation developed in the MENA regiot, whic
eventually found its voice in the eruption of the Arab Spring revolu#oad & Falk, 2015

Since then, the region has been beleaguered by waves of popular protests, demonstrations and
civil wars, as well aghedeposition of leaders, which have in@dmmajor implications for the

region and the respective countries. Further desatiiln of an already delicate sogolitical
atmosphere in the MENA states, in addition to imbalances in the economic infrastructures, only

exacerbated the implications @fevolution, even furthéKhandelwal & Roitman, 2013).

Although some of the economic, social and political implications may be traced to colonialist
legacies in the region, many of the problems faced by the people of MENA are the results of
postcolonial governments and failing leadershin(aji, 2014)Many explanations have been
provided as the causes of the Arab Spring revolutiftmwever, Aras and Falk (2018ygue

that there is a strong case for linking the causes of the Arab Spring, to distowsmalis the

ruling regimes. In contrast, Weyland (2012) asserts that the fall of the Soviet Union, and the
so-calleddhird wave of democradycreated the occurrences in the Arab world, some twenty

years later.



For many people in the MENA, widespreademployment, lack of economic opportunities,
extensive corruption, the absence of democracy and equality, as well as foreign agendas and
domestic circumstances are motivating factors that triggered the revolutions in Tunisia, Egypt,
Yemen and Libya in 201l (Hussain & Howard, 2012Barriers that previously prevented a
demand for democracy, especially those supported by foreign agendas, were now sufficiently

obviated by the reaction of the populace of these coun##&gaq, 2014)

The aftermath of the velution has not only left Libya exposed to external infiltration, but
internal instability, which has invariably affected its ability to institute political, economic and
social reform, may pose barriers to the proceskenfocratisatioBogaert, 2013)Though the

aim of the Arab Spring revolution in 2011 was a drive for social, political and economic change
in the MENA region, the prospect of achieving a democracy still remains questionable, and

people are losing faitiMalik & Awadallah, 2013).

1.2 Rationale and significance of the study
Though many researchers have provided arguments on the causes of the Arab Spring for the

MENA region, the case of Libya has been urstedied Bogaert, 2013)Unlike its other
MENA counterparts, Libyans and others in tbgion, did not think that the Ar&pring would

spill over into Libya, as the conditions in the country were at variance with those in the
neighbouring onedHussain & Howard, 20)2Conditions, specific to Libya, were both internal
and external to theate. Internally, the Gaddafi regime, in power for fettyp years, had solid
control over the military and state, among otl{8tepan & Linz, 2013)urther obstacles faced

by the Libyan revolution, included the unchecked entry ofpaliticised massesrad arms into

the country (Zajac, 2014). In addition, the Libyan revolution exposed the shortage of existing
civil and military institutions withinthe Libyan society, as well as the failure of successive

governments to achieve national reconciliatdhlgon, 2014.

According to the researcher, the Libyan people are still experiencing a much harder transition
from the revolution, to the initial stages of ttiemocratisatiomprocess, and are still living in

the aftermath of a revolution. The country faeesnomic, political and social challenges that

have not yet been addressed by the interim governnidmsdelwal & Roitman, 20)3These
challenges and barriers cannot be addressed if they are not identified. Secondly, the challenges

are linked to the pdlcal, economic, historical and cultural backgrounds of Libya. In order to



address these challenges, it is pertinent to examine the causes of the Arab Spring r@volution

Libya, and the implications that occurred, as a result of it. Once these have been established,

governments and poliemmakers may use the information generated from this current study, to

develop solutions relative to the challenges.

Additionally, this currehstudy focuses on the concepts of democracy and revolution, in order
to understand how these concepts are understood by the sdmppteple surveyedBased on

the opinions of the sample, the researcher argues that Libya may be in need of the development

of an alternate democracy that considers the social, political, historical and cultural

backgrounds of the Libyan people. The development of a new alternate form of democracy

may prove to be useful for countries, in whiotoaventional liberafwester@democracy may

not be workable.

Though there have been many revolutions in the past, the motivating factors behind the Arab

Spring revolution in Libya were to initiate economic and social reform, political reform, regime
change and democracy. Therefaeentralargument presented in this current study is that
whilst arelationship exists between a revolution and a demogaadythat the revolution/Arab
Spring was necessary to bring about political chamggll requires important political reforms

to accommodate local historical forms of political and cultural commumityterms of
government so perceptions of protests, the
current study that protesters are not necessarily against the political barttegainst the lack

of sociaeconomic and political opportunities. Such a view might help mend the relationship

between the state and its people, as well as pave the way for an easier transition to a democratic

state. The researcher is of the opiniort tha findings of this current study may lead to the

government 6s appreciation of the agency of

assist the government to actively shape the state and society from the grassroots, based on the

aspirations of theeople it wishes to govern. The study may also provide valuable insight into

the deepseated tribal nature of the Libyan society, and that its cultural base may not necessarily

have to be transformed to suit the state, instead a new form of democradyb#haligned to

the tribal society.
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1.3 Research questions

1.3.1 Main research question

1 What are the social, political and economic challengegmoocratisatiomfter
therevolution in Libya?

1.3.2 Sub-questions:

1 What are the causes of the Arab Spring in Lilagzording to the opinions of
students and lecturers?

f How do students and academics envisage the Libyan government achieving
democracy?

1.4 Arguments
The researcher argues:

1 Argument 1: The revolution was necessary for political reform in Libya, in orderto sta
the process of democratisation.

1 Argument 2: Economic and social reform is a major motivation of revolution and the

lack of opportunities was not a result of revolution only.
1 Argument 3:6Tribalism3 is not necessarily barrier to the process of democratisation.

1 Argument 4:Libya needs the development of an alternate form of democracy that

considers the social, political, historical and cultural background of the Libyan people.

1.5 Aims of the study

1 To understand theolitical, economic and social implications of the Arab revolution;

1 To understand the relationship between the Arab Spring revolution and a need for
democracyand

1 To explore the barriers and challenges to the process of democratisation after the Arab
Spiing.

'The terms o6tribe6, o6tribal 0 theatribal systamrthatbedets topende whas e u s e d
share a&ommonculture andancestry, an@vholive in a particular region.



1.6 Research objectives

1 To analysehe relationship that exists between the Arab Spring revolution and the need

for democracyn Libya; and

1 Tounderstandhe challenges to the process of democratisation, after the Arab Bpring

Libya.

1.7 Problem statement
Although the purposes and tasks of many theoretically oriented social sciences studies, in recent

years, have been to critically explain the causes and events of the Arab Spring, additional
research that examines the further implications of the Arab Spengtill necessary, to
determine whether it had indeed yielded some of its aims, in terms of political, economic and
social reform, within the democratisation procd4sgsain & Howard, 2092The Arab Spring
revolution imported global and historical sificance, and is considered a process that was
borne out of a need for economic, political and social reform in the MENA rediodgi(son,

2011) Academic researchers have often examined the causes and reasons for revolutions, but
the case of Libya hasbn undestudied, and still appears to be limited, in comparison to other
MENA states Bogaert, 2013).

However, according to the researcher, Libya still lives in the aftermath of the Arab Spring
revolution, and contentious politics have not addressedety real issues faced by the Libyan
people. In addition, the quest f@itlemocracghas not even begun yet, and has been set off by
basic democratic tools of elections and mp#rtyism(Mgller & Skaaning, 2013)l'herefore,

this current study aims to darstand whaidemocracgmeans to the people of Libya, and their
perception of how a revolution relates to it. Additionally, with its colonial legacy, dictatorial
history of the Libyan society, as well as its deeply rooted tribal base, it is assuntbd tdat

of democracy may be almost alien to Libyan people, which may present another challenge to
the process of democracAiimida, 2013).Besides, pressing issues such as internal and
external security, imbalances in the economic and political structheeselationship between

the revolution and a need for democracy, as well as how the people view that democracy, have
not been dealt with, or identifigddey, 2012) The researcher is of the opinion that, in order

for these challenges to be addresskdy tshould be identified and, subsequently, solutions

should be developed.



1.8 Theoretical framework
This study draws its insights from four approaches withim Social Movement Theory,

namely, relative deprivation, political opportunity structure, resource mobilisation, and framing
processes. Relative deprivati@xplains the quest for social change that develops from
communal feelings of relative deprivation, nelation to economic and soepmlitical
problems,whereasthe political opportunity theory focuses on the significance of political
factors that either force, or expedite the rise and the advance of p(Dalstsoura, 2012a

The resource mobgation gproach emphases the importance of protest orgaai®n, via the
establishment of links between sections of the population. Frgmningsses aid the political
opportunity structure resource mobilisation, by providing an insider perspective, which entail
explaining the reasons why social movements ns#dilom the social movements themselves.
The use of these inteelated approaches may assist in the comprehension of thepstitizal
impacts of the Arab Spring in Libya, and how the actors of thé Sming used these social

movements to bring about political and social reform.

1.9 Delineation ofthe case
Libya is divided into three major regions, namely, Tripoli, Cyrenaica and Sabha. This study is

limited to the students and lecturers of the Faculty of Economics and Political Science at the
three universities of Tripoli (Tripoli), Benghazi (Cyrenaica) &adbha (SabhaJhe researcher

is of the opinion that it will be interesting to note the different perspectives on the revolution
from these three sites, and how the respondents feel it has impacteddemtheatisation
process, owing to the fact that theee sites are polaed in different directions. The researcher
anticipates that this will provide rich data and significantly contribute to future studies of Libya.
This current study aims to describe the relationship that exists between the revolution and
democracy, according to the perspectives of lecturers and students, as well as oagimey

the process of democratisation is unfolding in Libya. The datargiedefrom this study is
reflective of their opinions only, and is not representative of the entire Libyan society. The
opinions expressechay not be an actual depiction of the current political state of Libya, and

cannot be generalised to the entire MENgion.

1.10Rationale for sample
The military was not selected, especially, as, in the past, they have been funded, primarily, by

the Gadafi regime. It was assumed that their opinions may be eschewed, in favour of the
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previous regime. The current Nationd@byan Army (NLA) support Field Marshall Haftar, and,

as such, their opinions may be inclined in his favour. Regarding local businessmen, it is
assumed that, based on the literature provided, a large sector of the economy has been funded
by the preGaddafiregime, and that their perspectives would be in support of th&addafi

regime. In terms of local street vendors, the researcher assumed that they may not have a deeper
understanding of the processes of democracy, and the stages of its developnierd, ldake

of knowledge on the subject. It is assumed that their opinions would be in support of whosoever
they received support from, and as such, would not be a true reflection of the actual processes.
Additionally, the questions in the instruments reglire respondents to have some background
knowledge of concepts such as democracy, revolution, challenges to democracy and
dictatorship. Therefore, it is assumed by the researcher that ordinary traders may not have

exposure to these concepts.

1.10.1 Lecturers and students
Although Libyan society comprises many groups, such as labourers, members of unions,

the military, businessmen and traders, the researcher argues that, although the
perspectives of these groups of people are valuable and useful, the opirsargeafs

and lecturers, who alreadynderstandhe concept of democracy, would be much more
suitable to this current study. In as much as their opinions may not be completely bias
free, the researcher assumes that they would be able to provide some ingdmw

they think democracy is developing in the country. The researcher argues that students
and lecturers would be the best group to represent the views on the democratisation
process, as the selected sample would form part of an academic growpuéhbtle less

prone to oveexaggeration and biases in their opinions

The researcher argues that the expertise and knowledge of lecturers, their exposure to the
political atmosphere, as well as fitsind experience of demonstrations, would generate
thicker and richer insights and information, regarding the impacts and implications of the
Arab Spring on the process of democratisation. Lecturers with a background in political
studies were able to provide additional insights into the current processdaracnof
democracy in the country. Additionally, both populations were easily accessible, and

cooperated to participate in the study, ensuring a high rate of response.



Students have been selected as the second population, as they have historicdlly playe
major roles in shaping the educational, politiealdsocial landscapes of their countries.
Besidesstudents with a better understanding of democracy, participate more in political
activism. In the past, and more recently, students have played mepmrianfluencing
political change through uprisings. Although most student activism is relatedworigft
politics, there are those who have tmapated in rightwing movementgBranch &
Mampilly, 2015) This was the case in South Africa, whstedentdoth supported and
opposed thepartheid regimgand foughbnboth sides (Beresford, 2019)he researcher
assumes that the opinions of students would be valuable in this r€gartries which

saw major changes along the lines of educationalak and political reform include,
Argentina, Australia, Bangladesh, Canada, Chile, China, Eastern Europe and the post
Soviet Union states, France, Germany, Hong Kong, India, Indonesia, Iran, Israel, Japan,
Malaysia, México, Philippinessouth Africa,Sauth Korea, Ukraine, United Kingdom,
United States, Taiwan and the MENA countries, to mention but &J&ausch, 2014)

In Argentina, for example, during théniversity Revolutionstudent activism became a
major force, where students fought towards demratisationRhoads, 2016)The student
activism and resistance movements in Indonesia have, reportedly, enacted some of the
biggest acts of student resistance in the history of the w&ithads, 2016)The
university students were among the first to dachgovernmental changes, such as those
studentled demonstrations of Jakarta, Medan and Yogyakarta, which spoke against the
military governmeniLuescheiMamashela, 2015)n Tunisia, for example, protesters

were mostly youngpeople who also demanded ewnomic and political reform
(Anderson, 2011)n addition, most students have participated in demonstrations across
Libya, and, therefore, will be able to provide firgnd raw information about the Arab

Spring, as well as how they imagine it has impaotetlibya (Anderson, 2011).

The last reason for selecting academics was related to the current instability of the country
and the tense political atmosphere (Aras & Falk, 2015). The researcher feared that, due
to the sensitivity of the subject mattérere was a risk of being exposed to danger during
the data collection proceddowever, if the data collection was conducted on the premises

of the universities, the risk would be less, and hopefully;eastent. For these reasons,

the researchatecided orstudents and lecturers as the population for the study.



1.11 Organisation of the study

The study is divided into six chapters as outlined below:

Chapter One: The researcher introduces and contexdeslthe research topic and research
problem. Theesearch questions, problem statement, main arguments and objectives are also
provided.

Chapter Two: This chapteprovidesan account of thstate of Libya as the case study, as well

as an overview of the history of Libya, including the ancient, col@meélpostcolonial eras.

The era of Gaddafi is also highlighted and, in conclusigmpvidesan overview of posArab

Spring Libya, leading up to current developments in the region

Chapter Three: This chapteprovidesa contextual accourtf the MENAregion and covers

the causes, outcomes and goals of the Arab Spring

Chapter Four: Theresearch design and methodology used in this studiscussed in this
chapter together with the sample and sampling techniques employed for data collection, are
discussed. The structure of questionnaires and interview schedules are described as the main
research instruments in this study, followed by the ethics statement, in conclusion.

Chapter Five: A description and analysis of the quantitative and qualitative idatalation to

the research objectives, are presemtece The major findings are related to the theoretical
framewor k, from which the studyds theory de
findings drawn from the data.

Chapter Six The researchearesents an wdepth discussion of the findings and how they relate

to the main arguments of the styeyith a special focus on democracy and protests in Africa
Chapter Seven:This chaptepresentsowards a Libyan democra@ndthe researcheas well

as principles for the development of a new alternate democracy, based on the bhdiegs
surveys

Chapter Eight: This chapter will providsuggestguidelinesfor recommendations for
policy-makersrecommendations for economic reform aadommendations for social

reform.

This chapteroutlined the main arguments, research questions, problem statement, aims and
objectives of the study. Finally, the rationale for the sample was provided, and the chapter
concluded with the organisation of teidy. The next two chaptepsovide a compehensive
historical, cultural, social, economic, political and geographeaéw, with a special focus on
Libya, as the case studyithin the broader MENA region



2 CHAPTER TWO: LIBYA IN HISTORICAL CONTEXT

2.1 Introduction
This chapterpresents an historical overvieof Libya, asthe case study. The chapter

commences with an overview of the ancient, colonial and-qmshial eras of Libya. The
chapterthen reviewsLibya after the Arab Spring as well as evergading up to current
developments in the region. This chaptencludesvith a summary of the sectarian conflicts
that arose after the Arab Spring in the region.

2.2 Libya: Historical overview
The history of Libya is an extraordinary story in the Middle BE@stging from an Ottoman

backwater state, to an Italian colony, and recently, from a traditional monarchy, to a
revolutionary state. Libya is a country riddled with history and influences of the great Greek,
Roman, and Ottoman empires of the old world. Tigiothe ages it has succumbed to Arab and
Italian colonialism that left a country, rich in Arab culture, in its wake (Wright, 2012). Libya is
still in the process of attaining statesmanship, and, for the most part of the twentieth century,
had been subjeetl to some, or other, form of margisation (Hilsum, 2013) It finally gained

its independence from lItalian occupancy, and was united, with the incorporation of the three
major regions, Tripolitania, Cyrenaica and Fezzan, in 1951, presently knovnpad,
Benghazi and Sabha\fight, 2012) These regions were siflaed, as a succession of local

and foreign rulers shaped the social, political and economic landscapes of their country.

During the Italian occupation (1911942), Libya was excludeddm political legitimacy and
participation, followed by political marginalt i o n during t he Sani s
subsequent exposure to a new mode of socialism, prior to the military p af Ga&idaf t

in 1969 Wright, 2012) More recently, with thewds t o f Li byads tumultuo
not even settled as yet, it was refuelled with the revolutionary regime that sought complete
political, social and economic reform (Capasso, 2013). Additionally, the degrees of
separateness between the threeoregiwere still tangible towards the end of the 1980s, and
presented a significant hindrance for efforts to achieve a fully unified I(Hsum, 2013) It

is also clear that Libyads historical separa

political complexities in the new pe&addafiera.
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The study of these three regions is essential to this research, as the three major universities are
based there. The data generated will provide insight into the reasons behind possible political
conflictsin Libya, and separatist creativities after the revolution.

2.2.1 Geographical background of Libya
The name Libya was seldom used to reference what is presently known as modern Libya

(Capasso, 2013). The inhabitants of the country were referred to as natitres of
particular region they emanated from, and nokiagans(Wright, 2012) Libya is the

fourth largest country in Africa, and the fifteenth in the world, with an area of 1,760,000
square kilometres, and a Mediterranean coastline of nearly 1,800 keasniatright,

2012) It has an abundance of natural resources, further intensified by the discovery of

oil in the 1960s, bringing with it vast petroleum wealth (Capasso, 2013).

Preindependent Libya suffered from scarce resources, and to the outsidesmeqates

poor desert state’hose only important physical asset appeared to be its strategic location
atthemidpoi nt of Af r i Wrghts2018)dt ties m e «critical Hocation, (
within easy reach of the major European nations, linking the erorthrab countries to

those of the Middle East. Therefore, it was considered a bustling stopover and crossroad
for travellers and merchants, and was exposed to external social and cultural influences
(Wright, 2012) As a result, a large social divide enetgbetween the cities, with
cosmopolitan cities, such as Tripoli, largely populated by foreigners, while desert
localities were occupied and ruled by tribal chieftains, with minimal social change
(Anderson, 2014).

The most prominent features of Libya aite location on the Mediterranean coast, and

the Sahara Desert (Hilsum, 2013). There are no true mountain ranges, except near the
Chadian border in the South, which mostly has rising highlands (Hilsum, 2013). Its
productive agricultural regions are loedtalong a narrow coastal strip and highland
steppeqWright, 2012) Further south, pastoral grassland areas abound, leading to the
Sahara Desert, a desolate desert of rocky plateaus and sand. With only a few speckled
oases, it retains insignificant humiaabitation and agriculture (Wright, 2012).

Sirtica,is a region in norticentral Libyaand lies between Tripoli and Benghaizne city
of Sirte is located thereitt is famously known for its loyalism to Muammar Gaddafi and
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was made the capital of Libyas Tripoli's successor) for a brief period of 11 September
2011 to 20 October 20 Hilsum, 2012). To the east, lies the area, historically known as
Cyrenaica, with deeply entrenched Arab identities, and, in the past, was especially
recognised by Arabtates in the Middle East. The shore of Tripolitania is extended for
more than 300 kilometres, where coastal oases are alternated with lagoons and sandy
spaces (Wright, 2012).

Cyrenaica has lesser coastal oases, for example, the Marj Plain, coveriniy aresma
extending and rising to form Jabal al Akhdar (Green Mountain) in a limestone plateau
(Wright, 2012). From Jabal al Akhdar, Cyrenaica spreads south until it reaches the Sahara
Desert, eventually leading to the Chadian border, unlike Tripolitaniahwdoes not

reach the desert. Sabha, historically known as Fezzan, in theveestéirn desert, was
disjointedly administered from Cyrenaica and Tripolitania, during the Italian regime, and

again during the federal period of the Libyan monarchy (Cap2648).

Libyan regions
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Map 1: The three regions of Libya fttps://fanack.com/libya/geography)

In terms of borders, Tripolitania shares one with Tunisia, with countless legal and illegal

crossings being reported, similar to the Cyrenaica province attached to Egypt, due to the
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2.3

2.3.1

absence of naturally defined borders. However, the borders of Fezzam)(Shhared
with Chad, Al geri a and Niger, are rarely
countryside (Wright, 2012).

The three regions of Tripolitania, Cyrenaica and Fezzan, as well as their political
influences over the years, are of particulaou® and interest in this current studye

three regions have their own unique identities, and were historically divided into smaller
governorates and municipalities and maintained their specificityt969, under the
revolutionary government of Gaddafhe provincial designation of Cyrenaica was
officially amended to eastern Libya, Tripolitania to western Libya and Fezzan to southern
Libya (Wright, 2012).

The largest of the three regions is Cyrenaica, which comprisesofitypercent of
Li by a Ofslloned by &ezzan at thirtthree percent and Tripolitania with sixteen
percent (Chorin, 2012).

The three major regions in Libya

Tripoli (Tripolitania) The western regi
Tripoli is a historical region, located in the nortlest of Libya, which wasriginally
inhabited by the Berbers. The Berbers are believed to be the earliest inhabitants of Libya,

and currently known as the Amazigh.

Tripoli, therefore, has had a long and tumultuous history and is considered the first
republic to be established the Arab world.In comparison with Sabha and Benghazi,

Tripoli is the most populous region of Libya.n 196 3, the decl ar at
independence marked the creation of a consultative assembly, and a republican assembly,
as well as the election dfi¢ members of bothvandewalle, 2012)The world powers

were all informed of the independence of Tripoli; however, the election of a president

was deferred, pending the stability of the region (Wright, 2012).

The militaryc o u p of &G&Itad occurred in 1969\right, 2012) Tripoli was the
administrative capital of Libya, and the government of Tripoli comprised the Local

Peopl ebs Congress (LPC), wherein differen
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population. There weretwgnh i ne L oc al P e ;dqwkverpits libéltpwag r e s s e
limited by the formerrevolutionary committegswhich by extension limited the
democratic process, by submitting them to close supervision at all(#gaesi, 2012)

In 1977, revolutionary commieeswere organised and assigned the taskldolute
revolutionary supetrvitdiadn icf, pgdaceyl enwdesr ep aw
committees, raise the general level of political consciousness and devotion to
revolutionary idealsIn reality, therevolutionary committees were used to survey the
popul ation and repress any political oppo:
revolutionary committees assumed control of the BPC elections. Although they were not
official government organs, ¢hrevolutionary committees became another mainstay of

the domestic political scene. As with the
innovations since the revolution, the revolutionary committees fit the pattern of imposing

a new element on the sxing subnational system of government, instead of eliminating,

or consolidating already existing structures. By the late 1970s, the result was an
unnecessarily complex system of overlapping jurisdictions, in which cooperation and
coordination among diffent elements were compromised byddifined authority and
responsibility. The ambiguity may have he
prime mover behind Libyan governance, while mirsing his visibility at a time when

internal opposition to polital repression was rising.

The RCC was formally dissolved and the government was again reorganised into
peopl eds committees. A new General Peopl ed
its secretariesdbecoming head of a spe¢sd p e 0o p | e @&@;she exceptions veree

the secretariatsof petroleum, foreign affairs, and heavy industry, where there were no

peopl edbs committees.

All legislative and executive authority was vested in the GPC. However, this body
delegated most of its important authotibyits general secretary and General Secretariat.
Gaddafi, as general secretary of the GPC, remained the primary decision maker, just as
he had been, when chairman of the RCC. All adults had the right and duty to participate

in the deliberation of theiol c a | Basic Peopleds Congress (
passed up to the GPC for consideration and implementation as national policy. The BPCs

were, in theory, the repository of ultimate political authority and decision making,
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embodying what Gaddafi teled direct people's powerThe 1977 declaration and its
accompanying resolutions amounted to a fundamental revision of the 1969 constitutional
proclamation, especially regarding the structure and organisation of the government, at

both national and subational levels.

As the previous capital city, Tripoli was chosen as one of the research sites, owing to its
rich historical background, as well as its role in the revolution. DUy Spring large

scale protests were reported from Tripoli, which suffaree most significant losses, in
terms of human life and infrastructure. Tripoli was viewed as the seat of power, and
therefore, became the symbol of power for the @ealdafi forces, as well as the anti
regime fightergWright, 2012) For these reasorntie researcher, specifically, chose the

University of Tripoli, Department of Economics and Political Science, as a research site.

2.3.1.1 The University of Tripoli
The University of Tripoli is considered the largest university in Libya, and is

situated in thd.ibyan capital, Tripoli. It was founded in 1957, as a branch of the
University of Libya, before becoming autonomous in 1973, and known as the
University of Tripoli, as it still does, currently (Wright, 2012). Certificates and
academic degrees that the Uamsity of Tripoli confer include, diploma, bachelor,
Bachel or of Arts (BA), as well as Mast
colleges and faculties of the University of Tripoli include, the College of
Engineering, Faculty of Economics and Political 8ces Faculty of Agriculture,
Faculty of Education, Faculty of Information Technology, College of Science,
School of Law, College of Physical Education, College of Human Medicine,
College of Veterinary Medicine, Faculty of Medical Technology, Faculty of
Phamacy, College of Languages, Faculty of Dentistry, College of Literature, and
Faculty of Arts & Media (Arjomand, 2015).

2.3.2 Benghazi (Cyrenaica)i the eastern region
The eastern province of Libya is known as Benghazi, originally Cyrenaica, named by the

Greeksas such, in 630 B.C., after the city of Cyrene (Vanderwalle, 2012). Originally, it
was known a¥oranaiah, which became Kyrene, then Cyrene and, finally, Cyrenaica.
The region is also known &rgain Arabic, which was taken from the ancient names,

Barcaa or Barcaei.However,Cyrenaica has maintained its Greek name (Wright, 2012).
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Cyrenaica was declared an lItalian colony in 1928ngdewalle, 2012)In 1943, during
World War I, Libya was occupied by the Allied Forces, and subsequently, both
Cyrenaica andripolitania became British colonies (Wright, 201@n 1 June 1949, the
emirate of Cyrenaica declared its independence from the British United Kindgaom.
1951, the United Nations granted Libya its independermed the three regions
(Tripolitania, Cyremica and Fezzan) formed the United Kingdom of Libya, and was
governed as a federal state, wit lDuriBhei kh
the federal system period (1984963), the rule of the state of Cyrenaica, in the Kingdom
of Libya, was under the leadership of the following governdisthammad Sakizli (1951
1952); Hussein Maziq (1952961); Mahmoud Buhedmah (196962) and Muhammad
Sakizli (19621963).Subsequently, in 1963, the Libyan Kingdom was reorganised from

a federal state, into tegovernoratesWatanabe, 2016)

Benghazi is the second largest city in Libya, and the largest in Cyrenaica. Benghazi has
sharedcapital status with TripoliWright, 2012).This is partly due to the fact that the

King and the Sanisdo royal family were ass
(Clark, 2004).Benghazi has been the provisional capital of the National Transitional
Council (NTC) since 21 February 2011, and B4 the institutions and organisations of

a national capital city (Anderson, 2014he General National Congress (referred to

under the section on Tripoli) took power from the National Transitional Council on 8
August 2012, and was the legislative auittyoof Libya for two years, following the end

of the First Libyan Civil War. It was elected by popular vote on 7 July 2012 (Lieberman

& Collins, 2012).

Benghazi has been the seat of Libyads par
between theitiesof Tripoli and Benghazi, and sensitivities for power and authority have

been exacerbatgdnderson, 2014 Rivalry between the two regions can be traced back

to ancient Greek and Roman times, but can also be traced back to the era®®King s ¢

who was not supported by Tripolitania/Tripoli, and was based in CyreBanghazi

(Wright, 20121 n addi ti on, the King and the Senl
Cyrenaica/Benghazi, rather than Tripolitania/Tripd@ilark, 2004). After the coup of

Gaddifi, loyalists to theGaddafiregime were concentrated in the city of Tripoli, and

during his rule, Benghazi was margisatl. This rivalry extended to thetatesof

Benghazi (Cyrenaica) and Tripoli (Tripolitanidherefore, the first uprisings emanated
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from Benghazi{ZyrenaicaBecause of this, the rivalry and competition to rule has always

existed, and still exists, between these two regions.

On 15 February 2011, popular insurgent movements erupted in the eastern part of
Benghazi, with an uprisinggainst the government of Gaddafi (Anderson, 2014).

Benghazi, therefore, has been regarded as the capital of the revolution, where the initial
protests started. In addition, it also has the largest university in the Cyrenaica/Benghazi

region, which has beechosen as a research site.

2.3.2.1 The University of Benghazi in Cyrenaica/Benghazi
The University of Benghazi is regarded as the oldest and finest university in Libya.

It was the first modernised university in the country, and covers an area of about
460 hectags in the suburb of Qaryounis (Clark, 2004), in the south of Benghazi.
The University of Benghazi was founded on 15 January 1955, after the
independence of Libya, and was directly associated with the Libyan university, and
affiliated to the Ministry of Higer Education and Scientific Research (Clark,
2004). In addition, it was affiliated to the current National Transitional Council
(NTC). Numerous subsidiary colleges are also affiliated to the University of
Benghazi, in Qaryounis, namely: College of Artd &tiences in Kufra, College of
Arts and Science in Ajdabiya (a decision dependent of the University of Benghazi
in 2004), Faculty of Literature and Science in Biar, College of Agriculture in Suluq,
College of Arts and Sciences in the Marj (total depengleras relinquished to the
University of Benghazi in 1995), College of Arts and SciencesWatat District
(2003) and Teachers College in Qaminis (Clark, 2004).

2.3.3 Sabha (Fezzan) the southern region
To the southwestern part of Libya lies tHestorical egion ofSabha, formerly known as

Fezzan, which is considered the desert outback of Libya, abundant in mountains and
valleys (Wright, 2012) . Sabha al so house:
reserves and was initially occupied by Italy in 194 &wever, they were soon defeated

by French troops in World War (Hilsum, 2012) The main city of Murzug remained

under military French authority until 1951 (Hilsum, 2012). Fezzan (Sabha), like
Cyrenaica (Benghazi), also became one of the three majonsegind agreed to be part

of the United Kingdom of Libya, which was initially ruled as a federal state, and later
divided into governorates (Wright, 2012). The rest of its history is similar to
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Tripolitania/Tripoli and Cyrenaica/Benghahi.early 1911, Ezzan/Sabha was occupied

by Italy, however, absolute control over the area was not exercised until 1912, and
stabilised when fascism surged t@Samdwedr i
announced the United Kingdom of Libya on 24 December 1954 didtrict of Sabha,
throughout the federal system period (19%63), during the era of the United Kingdom

of Libya, witnessed several governors; Ahmed SaiNakr (19511954); Omar Saif al

Nasr (19541962) and Ghaith AbduMajid Saif atNasr (19621963 (Anderson, 2014)

Currently, Sabha is regarded as one of the most important regions in &ddylza has

been chosen as the third research site, as initially theu p  of Ga&ldah émanated

from this region, and was, previously, the seat of the drdiegdom of Libya (Clark,

2004). Sabha represents the old Libya, before Gaddafi came into power, and is perceived
as the foundation for Gaddafi loyalists (Benkato, 2012). It has been chosen due to its rich
political history, and is considered the lastngliag stronghold of the Gaddafi regime
(Mokhefi, 2011). Additionally, the University of Sabha is also the largest in the Sabha

region.

2.3.3.1 University of Sabha/Fezzan
The University of Sabha was founded in 1976, was established as an independent

university in1 9 8 3, and i s affiliated t o Gener
Education. The College comprises fifteen faculties that serve more than 9,500
students, including foreigners (Clark, 2004). These faculties include, Faculty of
Human Medicine, Dentistry, Sciendggriculture, Arts, Engineering and Technical

sciences, Economics and Accounting, Arts and Sciences and Teaching.

Essentially, Cyrenaica/Benghazi has a longer history as an Arab region because it became
arabised at a much earlier date, as opposed to Tripolitania/Tripoli (Vanderwalle, 2012).
Cyrenaica/Benghazi was ruled by Arabs, whereas Tripolitania/Tripoli still has some form
of residual strains of the indigenous Berber people. In the South, Sabha has remained a
desert outback, with its numerous oases, and has become mostly occupied by minority
ethnic groups, such as the Tuareg and TouBawohn, 2014)
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2.4 Historical Background of Libya

2.4.1 Ancient era
The earliest recorded inhabitants of Libya wereAfre-Asiatic ancestors, of which the
earliest can be traced to the Garamantes tftmtgdno & Shaw, 2018)They were
originally Berbers of Saharan origin, and were predominantly based iniswtederred
to as present day Sabha, by about 1000 BC. They were considered a local power in the
Sahara between 500 BCE and 500 CE. WhenPtm@eniciansarrived in Libya, the
Berbershad already been adequately established (Hil2@h2)

2.4.1.1 Phoenician and Greek eras
On the arrival of the Phoenicians in Libya, they established trading posts, due to

the strategic trade route of Libya, subsequent to the development of commercial
relationswith the Berber tribegWright, 2012). During the fifth century BCE, the
PhoenicianCarthagecolony had estaished its sovereignty across large areas of

North Africa, bringing into existence the Punic asétion (Anderson, 2014). The

Punic civiisdion settled along the Libyan coast, and occupied Oea, known as
present day Tripoli, Libdah (present dagptis Magna and Sabrathg Anderson,
2014). These three cities were tmegether

citieséd, from which the name of Tripoldi

During the sixth century BCE, eastern Libya was colonised by the ancient Greeks,
who established Cyrene (Wright, 2012). Subsequent to the development of Cyrene,
the Greeks establistidour other major cities, which collectively constituted the
Cyrenaica region. These cities included Euhesperides (p@sgnBenghazi);
Barce (present day Marj); Taucheira (present day Taucheria); Balagrae (present
day Bayda); and Apollonia (present d&usa) (Wright, 2012). The cities

collectively were known as the Pentapol

Owing to its great Greek origins, Cyrene developed into a profound Greek centre
for intellectual and artistic activities, and made cdesable contributions to the
architectural and academic developments in the Greek world (Anderson, 2014).
The Greeks of Pentapolis were subjected to attacks from the east by the Egyptians
and from the west by the Carthaginians, but were eventually ovgyrine Persian

army of Cambyses (Wright, 2012)
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2.4.1.2 Persianera
For the next two centuries, Cyrenaica was under the rule of Persia or Egypt.

Alexander was greeted by the Greeks, when he entered Cyrenaica in 331 BCE.
Cyrenaica again fell under the ruletbé Greeks, and formed part of the Ptolemaic
Kingdom John, 2008)

2.4.1.3 Romanera
After the fall of Carthage, the Romans did not immediately occupy Tripolitania.

Cyrenaica was eventually bequeathed to Rome, making it a part of the Roman
province (John, 2008).his was followed by a succession of civil wars, until the
Romans established conquest of the region, and occupied northern Sabha, which
after Tripolitania, became a prosperous cityhn, 2008)

For over four centuries, Tripolitania and Cyrenaica wer¢ @laa cosmopolitan

state, in which its citizens shared a common language, legal system, and a Roman
identity (John, 2008). This is evident in the ruins of Leptis Magna and Sabaratha.
However, the distinct identities of the two regions still remained aggaa Punic

Tripolitania and a Greek Cyrenaiddilsum, 2012)

The decline of the Roman Empire, in the fifth century, witnessed the emergence of
decadent classical cities, which were further accelerated by the destructive
conquests of the Vandaldaohn, 2008) Vandal domination contributed to the

di sruption of the ol d Roman p-@dngueésisc al
of the sixth century planned to consolidate the old cities, but attempts were futile,
as the cities had fallen to disuse, imtthg Cyrenaica, which later was transformed

into an armed camp. Byzantine rule also prevented the ascendancy of the Amazigh
nomads in the coastal region, for one and a half centuries, but eventually weakened
and dissipated towards the beginning of the s#veentury Hilsum, 2012)
Unpopular Byzantine rule was met with numerous Amazigh rebellions, which

presented an opportunity for Arab invasion (Wright, 2012).
It is clear, therefore, that the regions of Tripolitania and Cyrenaica have been

influenced, gynificantly, by numerous cultures, such as the Phoenicians, Greeks,
Roman, Egyptian and Arabs, and to a lesser degree the Persians, Jewish, Vandals
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and Byzantine cultures. However, Sabha was primarily influenced by the Islamic

Arab culture and sustainegpawerful Garamantes kingdoradrvelli, 2013)

2.4.2 Colonial era
2.4.2.1 Islamic era

In the seventh century, Arab conquerors entered the Pentapolis, and were met with
little resistance (Varvelli, 2013). Subsequently, Cyrenaica was conquered and
renamed Burga by the Ava. This was soon followed by Tripolitania and
eventually, FezzarMarvelli, 2013) Thereafter, Libya was ruled for centuries by a
series of Islamic autonomic dynasties, ranging from the Ummayad and Abbasid
dynasties, to the Fatimid caliphates of the tidehn, 2008). Arab rule was
imposed, effortlessly, on the locals, which led to the development and prosperity of
many towns, while Arab patronage provided locals with security of person and
land, and therefore, was not overtly challenged (Wright, 20129.r€kulted in the
conversion on many Berbers to the religion of Islam, even though they resisted
Arab political rule John, 2008)

2.4.2.2 Ottoman era
Tripoli was conquered by the Ottoman Turks in 1551, which was extended to Sabha

in 1580; however, Cyrenaica dmbt fall under Ottoman authorifyVright, 2012)

This period was characterised by frequent mutinies and coups, and eventually,
Cyrenaica succumbed to Ottoman rule (Wright, 2012). After years of mutinies and
constant exchange of leaders, Tripolitania evaiyticame under the leadership of
Ahmed, and acted as an independent kingdom, surviving several dynastic crises,
without invasion. During the Libyan civil war (1791795), which resulted in the
deposition of Hamet Karamanli by the Turkish officer, Ali Bleag Tripolitania

was restored to Ottoman rulégzzini, 2009)It was only during the rule of Yusuf
(17951832), that the independence of Tripolitania was regained agstablished
(John, 2008)

During the early1800s a war erupted between the Unitsthtes and Tripolitania,
resulting in a series of battles, which was later named the First and Second Barbary
Wars Cleveland & Bunton, 2016By 1819 the economy of Tripolitania dissipated,
owing to treaties of the Napoleonic Wars that enforced the desesbf piracy in

the region John, 2008) The throne of Yusuf was abdicated to his son, Ali Il, in
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1832, resulting in a civil war. Consequently, Ali Il was deposed by Ottoman, Sultan
Mahmud II, marking the abrupt conclusion of the Karamanli dynasty hendibtwn

of an independent Tripolitania era. However, the order did not last, and was easily
disrupted by the Libyan revolt, led by Afed-Gelil and Gama ben Khalifa, whose

rule lasted until 1858\right, 2012)

A period of direct Ottoman rule followed thastated administrative changes, and
realised a somewhat greater sense of order in the governance of the three regions.
Subsequently, European colonial interests were directed to the marginal Turkish
provinces of Libya (Gazzini, 2009). Thialo-Turkish War(1911% 1912) brought

about some form of reunification.

2.4.2.3 ltalian colonial era
Italian occupation started from 1911, when the three regions were reorganised into

colonies Gazzini, 2009)Libya was seized by the Italians, following a brief war in
1912. This was met with Libyan resistance, after which fighting erupted. The
British brokered a truce, subsequent to Italy joining the Allies in World War 1, in
1915 gohn 2008) This was followed by more fighting after the war, resulting in
an extended colonial war (Gazzini, 2009). Italy was determined to colonise Libya,

with grand ideas of restablishing the Roman Empire in the region, by Mussolini.

In the hope of rdsing this dream, Mussolini declared a merciless campaign, to
arrest Libyan resistance to Italian rule (Wright, 2012). The coastal cities were the
first to be sieged by Italian rule, but the interior posed some difficulties for them.

The regions of Tripalania and Cyrenaica were unified under colonial rule in 1929.

During the midnineteenth century, Italy was unable to participate irstihamble

for Africa campaign, because it was not a unified state, until after 1860 (Gazzini,
2009). This campaign sought, essentially, to partition Africa, to be claimed by
overseas European countries. However, the eyes of Europe were not set on the
insignificant poor color@s in East Africa, but on Tunisia, due to its proximity to

Sicily. However, it was seized by the French (Wright, 2012).
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As a fall back, and bereft of Tunisia, the Italians focused on Libya, which was still
notionally under Ottoman Turkish rule, and, a time, exerted very little control
over the area (Gazzini, 2009). Libya presented itself as an ideal colony, and Italy
started with the development of economic interests in the area. A diplomatic
campaign was initiated by the Italians, in the hope of iggirGreat Power
recognition that Libya was within the Italian sphere of influence. Thereafter, Italy
crafted a crisis, claiming that the Turks armed the local Arabs, and demanded the
right to occupy Libya (Wright, 2012). This was in reference to the theman
provinces of Tripolitania and Cyrenaica, in order to preserve lItalian interests
(Wright, 2012). On refusal by the Ottomans to reply, Italy decided to declare war,
which was known as the Italiafurkish War [19111912] Gazzini, 2009)

War was declaed on the Ottoman Empire, and the Ottoman army was significantly
weakened, as the Italian navy barraged the main ports (Sawani, 2012). On 3
October 1911, Tripoli was seized and met with minimal resistance. This was
followed by the occupancy of Tobruk, Khums, Darnah and Bengha&gwani,

2012) The small Ottoman forces of 5,000 troops were no match for the Italian
expeditionary force of about 35,000 men (Wright, 2012). By arming the Arab
tribes, Enver Pasha and Mustafa Kemal (Ataturk), resisted thankaf\Vright,
2012). However, due to a more pressing war in the Balkans, the Ottomans yielded
Libya to the Italians Gazzini, 2009) and independence was awarded, by the
Ottoman Empire, to the regions of Tripolitania and Cyrenaica, in adherence to the

termsof the Treaty of Lausanne, in October 1912 (Gazzini, 2009).

2424 Sanl so er a
The Sanisgods, therefore, were forced to

intervention, leading to the immediate annexation of both the provinces of
Tripolitania and Cyrenaictp the Italian colony (John, 2008). Under the Treaty of
Lausanne, the Sultan was allowed religious jurisdiction, owing to his position of
caliph(leader of Islam). The Italians allowed this privilege, fully aware that Islamic
courts exercised religious tority, which also extended to civil matters. As a
result, Ottoman influence was perpetuated in Libya (Wright, 2012).
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During World War |, Libyan nationalists were torn between theBritish and the
pro-Ottoman, and eventually directed their allegiatmseards the Ottomans, their

former colonial masters (John, 2008). As a result, the First®aon | s ¢ War we
initiated, and in November 1915, an uprising against the Italians was staged by
Saniso tribesmen (Wright, 2 ite@ action; The u
however, it did cause the deployment of a substantial Allied force, with 110,000
British, French and Italian troops, which resulted in truce terms by April 1917

(John, 2008).

Italy was unable to extend its authority well beyond the coagtes, due to the

Muslim Bedouin tribesmen, who were against Italian rulehfi, 2008) Even

though Arab nationalism was a poignant movement, at the time, the nationalistic
divisions between Tripolitania and Cyrenaica were still significant. In addition,

major splits occurred in the two regions, more so in Tripolitania. Consequently,
units under the Sanl-Sharf leficentle repelled the of A
Italians in Cyrenaica, Sabha, and southern Tripolitania (Wright, 2012). Because of

the absence f Saniso influence in northern T
effective in establishing their authority there (Anderson, 2014). In addition, tribal
rivalries made effective resistance to the Italians impossible, who later became
entangled in World & r I (Wright, 2012) . The Sani
became known asthe FirstltsBoa n 1 s ¢ Wa)y (1914

After successful defeat of Ahmad by the British, military and political leadership

was granted to Idrodos Sani,snmwaswaédieominede c o g n
to resist the Italians (Benkato, 2012). Negotiations with the Allies, on behalf of
Cyrenaica, began in 1917, resulting in a truce, as neither side compromised their
claims (Wright, 2012) . Ev e nt uhe ltdlians l dr Q
and British as the emir of interior Cyrenaica. The future status of Cyrenaica was

held in abeyance, until the conclusion of World War |I.

2.4.2.5 Modern colonial Libya
In 1934, Italo Balbo, who was appointed as the governor of Libya, by Mussolini,

divided the area into four official provinces, namely, Tripoli, Misratah, Benghazi
and Darnah (Wright, 2012). Sabha was renamed South Tripolitania and remained
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a military territory. All government positions were occupied by Italians and Italy
invested heavilyn the transportation and economic infrastructure of Libya, leading
to the development of two economic sectors (John, 2008). The one was the
traditional village Arab agricultural economy, and the other, a dominating modern

Italian sector (Vanderwalle 2012

At that time, the alleviation of ovgropulation and unemployment in Italy was the

maj or goal s of the I1Ttalian coloniali st
design was to turn Libya into a politically and ethnically transformed colony. In an
attenpt to realise this goal, thousands of settlers were imported and given the lands

of the local Bedouins (Vanderwalle 2012). The Italian authorities brought modern
medical care and sanitation to Libya, and invested heavily in the country, in order

to extractLi byads natur al resources, much tc
Libyans (Gazzini, 2009). Therefore, even though schools were erected, they were
destined for Italian settlers, and not Libyans, leading to a gross level of

underdevelopment among the Aralsbo did not receive modern education.

During the period from 1943 to 1951, Libya was subjected to Allied occupation.

The Italian provinces of Tripolitania and Cyrenaica were under British
administration, and Sabha under the French (Vanderwalle, 2012)gKi | dr Q s
Suniss9 returned from exile in Cairo, b
until certain aspects of foreign intervention and control were disbarred. Subject to

the terms of this treaty, Italy along with the Allied forces relinquishepailer

and claims to Libya (Wright, 2012). At the onset of World War Il, approximately
150,000 Italian settlers formed aboutdné f t h of t he countryo:
The North Africa campaigns (1941943) caused the destruction of Italian
economic deMepment in the area (John, 2008).

Tripolitania, by contrast, showed considerable economic and administrative
development and growth, but stagnated and decayed towards tHertneisl
(Wright, 2012). During that time, Libya was not only divided into thmesgor
regions, but was also undpopulated and impoverished. The three regions each

had their distinct political, economic and religious characterislimisn, 2008)
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Independence
I n 1942, the British foreign mhalongetber ass

subjected to Italian rule (John, 2008). This was followed by discussions lasting almost
four years, resulting in the UN General Assembly voting that the unison and
independence of Libya be achieved no later than 18&&ght, 2012) As a resul a

federal state, with a constitution, delegating a separate parliament for each region, was
drafted.

Figure 1: HaimnuadS oleba BMuBadll s 019691 95 1
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ldris of Libya )

S0do Mudamivach disdmd s dal was el ected king by
1950. This was followed by a declaration
December 1951. The country was a sovereign state with powers vested in the king, and

the formaion of political parties was disallowed (Wright, 2012). Even though the
Tripolitanians did not, historically, suprg
monarchy, in part, to enjoy the advantages promised to them by the British (Wright,
2012). Grrenaica was selected as the marked preference of the king, where he erected his
new capital, on the sBawyVMaf( Xdten,Sahdss) .Z U0\

With the discovery of considerable oil reserves towards the end of the fifties, and the

resultant icome from petroleum sales, Libya had become transformed from one of the
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poorer nations, to an almost immediately wealthy dneight, 2012) However, the
wealth of the country was concentrated in
disconteh among the people, causing the development of resentful factions. In 1963,
King I drdgs changed the federal system of |

He showed considerable affinity to the western powers and permitted the erection of
British and American military bases in the country, in exchange for economic aid
(Ander son, 2014) . Af ter the discovery of
flourishing oil industry, which resulted in rapid economic development. However, his
regime began to cruofe at the emergence of Arab nationalist and socialist sentiments,

in addition to popular discontent and frustration concerning the corruption in the
government, and its affinity to western n
deposed by o u gtatuhder the leadership of Muammar Gaddafi. At the time, he was

receiving medical treatment in Turkey.

2.4.4 The Gaddafi era
2.4.4.1 Muammar Gaddafi

On 1 September 1968 juammarMohammed Abu Minyar Gaddalead a group
of rebel military officers, in @oup détamgai nst King I drdgs (Jo
time, Gaddafi was only twentseven years old, and later the coup became known
as the AlFateh Revolution (Wright, 2012). He was referred to abitbier leader
and guide of the revolution government statemerasd the official Libyan press
(Wright, 2012). Subsequent to the coup, for the first seven years, the Revolutionary
Command Council (RCC) was formed by Colonel Gaddafi and twelve of his fellow
army officers (Mokhefi, 2011). The aim of the RCC was to itetia complete

economic, political and social transformation of the country.
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Figure 2: Muammar Mohammed Abu Minyar Gaddafi

(https://qz.com/africa/1009354/)

2.4.4.2 Arrangement of Libyan society under Gaddafi
Gaddafi had grand plans to institute a new programme, in order to rearrange Libyan

Society, and created a new political party, called the Arab Socialist Union (ASU).
This party was modelled after the Egyptian one, created by President Nasser, at the
time, which was no surprise, as Gaddafi idolised Nasser (Capasso, 2013). Gaddafi
also invested heavily in the military and army, and as is the trend with dictators,
depended heavily on military suppodbfin, 2008)He was more concerned with

the creation of adrmidable army, than actually running the country, and menial
and technical duties of government administration were vested with Major Abdel
Salaam Jallud, who became Prime Minister in 197&p@sso, 2013)

Gaddafi focused on international and ideolobissues, and in 1973, attempted to

instate a cultural revolution moulded on Chinese revolutionary ideas (Wright,
2012). This approach to governance advocated that the people may remove
administrative incompetence through a direct challenge of the rubwergment.

I n order to achieve this, Gaddaf i advi s
heading various spheres of society, such as universiiesinesses, media
organisations, and more importantly, bureaucracies (Anderson, 2014). The duties
ofthePepl eds Commi ttees would include the
as well as dispatching their official representatives to represent them at higher
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|l evel s of government, such as the Nati«
Gener al P eresp (GPOG)s whi€howogd gradually replace the RCC
(Capasso, 2013)

It was Gaddafi és plan to have this grad
the GPC, in an attempt to realise direct democracy. The theory for such political
constructions was set bin 1975, inGaddafdo s Gr een B20dX Thé Hi | s ur
Green Book was authored by him, and, a
China Gawani, 2012)

2.4.4.3 The Green Book
Gaddafi 6s rul e ushered i n a new er a 0 |

characterisedybthe use of caption and coercion, as well as the manipulation of
tribal alliances and informal power networks, in order to maintain power for
decades (Wright, 2011). Although Gaddafi proposed a direct democracy to his
people, enshrined in his Green Bobis legacy was a state characterised by a gross
lack of political institutions and parties, civil society and a complete deficit of the
pillars for a democratic systerBrynen, Moore, Salloukh & Zahar, 2012).

The system of Li byads governance was p
which Gaddafi outlined his theories (HilsuBQ12. The system of rule, known as
theJamabhiriya systemyas underpinned by 2,000 local Peoples Committees. These
committees were gréed the ability to raise political issues at ground level, and
thereafter, raise them with the central general committee, who had elected
representatives (Wright, 2012). The representatives, in turn, would raise issues at

the GPC level, and influence thatoomes of national decisions. By March 1977,
Gaddafi declared that Libya wash e Soci al i st Peopl eds Li
(Capasso, 2013)

The GPC acted as the general secretariat, comprising members of the RCC, mostly,

with Gaddafi as the general setary (Chorin, 2012). This was further restructured

by the creationof 18Basi ¢ Peopl eds Committees (BPC
i n order to further consolidate the tr
Libyans, therefore, had the duty to paigate in the operation of their local BPC
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(Pargeter, 2012). In addition, matters were complicated by the creation of the
Revolutionary Committee@RC), which were accountable for the supervision of
the BPCs, as well as the monitoring of any form of irdeapposition and dissent,
within the BPCs. In 1979, Gaddafi resigned his position as General Secretary of the
GPC, but still maintained his position as commander of the armed forces of Libya
(Sawani, 2012)He set about compiling the second edition of@neen Book, in
which he outlined, in detail, that rental housing, retail trade and wage payments
were all forms of exploitation. In an attempt to encourage state owned enterprises,
employees were authsed to take control of their business&€apasso, 2IB). Six
years after Gaddafi 6s ascension to the
author and publish his Green Book, entitl@die Solution of the Problem of
Democracy(Ronen, 2008). The aims of this book were to enlighten the rest of the
world, and rescue the, from the dismal failure, of communism and the western
notion of democracyKawczynski, 2011) Gaddafi proclaimed that the masses
would be enabled to rule themselves, in a more participatory government,
practicing a direct democracy, anggwed it as a guide, based on the new Third

Universal Theory$awani, 2012)

Gaddafi spoke against democratic tools, such as elections, the formation of political
parties and popul ar representation and
theworldhas known have existed under the s
2011: p. 4). Additionally, the Book also dictates that votes are regarded a fraud
against democracfKawczynski, 2011)For Gaddafi, true democracy could only

be achieved through the forma on of peopl ebds committees
professional associations (Wright, 2012). Based on this interpretation, he viewed

t hat the Athe problem of democrM-cy i n
Gaddafj 2016: p. 19). In the second volume, Gaddafi outlines his solution to the

economic problems of the world (Wright, 2012).

The second volume is characterised by a set of capitalist ideas andapiakst
ideals (Anerson, 2011). In some parts, he encourages the socialist ideal that there
are only partners and no wagerkers in the socialist society (Wright, 2012). Other

parts expound on the ownership of prope
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freedomforama who | ives in anotherdés house,

Ayour vehicle should not be owned by ot

According to the researcher, t he rambl
attempt to demonstrate his sptoclaimeddentity as a statesmaphilosopher, but

it remained just that, incoherent ramblings. Orthodox Islamic leaders disagreed

with some of Gaddafi's writings in his Green Bgékub, Ahmad, Da Wan, Ismail

& Lai, 2016).Gaddafi responded to this criticism bytioaalising the property of

religious orders, and exhorted the people to take control of mosques éAglb

2016). For decades, Gaddafi tried to portray himself as a statggniasopher,

which culminated in a thregart meditation on politics, econorsi and everything,

from the evils of mechased poul try farming, to the ir
car (Anderson, 2011). In Libya, the text is everywhere, and has been studied by
many, even though it stated the i®mabvious
mal ed (Ander son, 2014: p . 235) . Howeve
unusual logic. It is a concoction of idealistic socialism, Arab nationalism and the

third world revolutionary philosophies, with a hint of Bedouin supremacy
(Kawczynski, 2011)

2444 The Gener al Peopleds Congress (GPC) o 1¢
Il n 1977, the General Peopl ebs Congr es s

(Wright, 2012). Therein, Gaddafi claimed to establishghe o pl e dand power
amended the name of the countryto$he c i al i st rPAsab jminahidy Li by
(Hilsum, 2012) As a result, power and authority was vested in the GPC, notionally.
Gaddafi continued to act as the actual chief of state and secretary general of the
GPC, until he relinquished his position in 1980 (Wright, 20H2)wever, he still

controlled all areas of the Libyan government, employing devices, such as directly
addressing the masses, establishing tight security mechanisms, and very
authoritative revolutionary committees, to maintain his position of power (Capasso,
2013).

Although he outwardly refused to be addressed as the head of state, Gaddafi
exercised absolute authoritarian power. He was a dictator by all standards, and only

trusted a handful of very close advisers. His allegiance was tribal, and most of his
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trusted advisers originated from his hometown in the Sirte region, ironically
situated between the historically contending provinces of Cyrenaica and
Tripolitania Kawczynski, 2011)

On 2 March 1977, Libya officially became tlier e a t Soci alyarst Peo
Arab Jamahiriya which, according to Gaddafi, would practice direct democracy
(Hilsum, 2012). During this time, Gaddaificially relinquished his authoritative

powers to the GPCs, after which he merely considered himself a symbolic
figurehead. In Octber 1975, & o u p waé &tengpted by military officers from

Misrata, but it was unsuccessful (Hilsum, 2012). As a result, the perpetrators were
arrested and executed. The period after this coup was characterised by contention
and tension that grew leten the Libyan government, the revolutionary

committees, and the military hierarchi&agczynski, 2011)

In May 1984, another coup to oust Gaddafi was attempted, but it was unsuccessful
(Hilsum, 20132. This was followed by a radical shift in his rulehave in a state of
paranoia, Gaddafi ordered the imprisonment and interrogation of thousands of
people, accused of making of threatslgum, 2013. Countless executions were
carried out, in an attempt to flush out internal threats to his regime, anadirgte
securing his regime, he merely fed the already deepened tensions between the

Libyan government and its people (Hilsum, 2012).

In 1986, Gaddafi announced that the wGrgatbe annexed to the name of Libya,

officially being renamed a#\| Jamahiriyaal-Arabiya atLibiyah ashShabiyah al

Ishtirakiyah al Uzma ©®heGr e a't Sociali st P aloiryd e 6s L
(Hilsum, 2012). The wordamahiriyais, in fact, a word invented by Gaddafi, and

I's translated as the nfnpeopleds republic
attempt to convince his people that the government was, in fact, a participatory one
(Wright, 2012). However, Libya, under the rule of Gaddafi, had always been ruled

under a dictatorial autocratic system, and any allusion to democracy, was just that,

an allusion Kawczynski, 2011)

Libya did not flourish as Gaddafi intended it to, and. @88, mass dissatisfaction

concerning the dire shortages of consumer goods, in addition to the war with Chad,
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forced him to establish some form of social and economic reform (Hilsum 2012).
In light of this, Gaddafi devised strategies such as, the relépsétal prisoners,

and the lifting of restrictions banning Libyans from travelling abrdadisgm,
2012. Additionally, to quell the growing discontent, concerning the lack of
economic growth and opportunities, Gaddafi allowed private businessegateope
once again (Wright, 2012).

In terms of religious reform, Gaddafi adopted an-&midamentalist Islamic policy
(Wright, 2012). He viewed that such radical approaches to religion may cause
dissent and disunity among the people, and ultimately gersgpptesing factions

to his regime (Mcdermott, 1973). Therefore, any threats to his position of power,
or his regime, were constantly checked by devices such as, random house arrests,
or the reshuffling of ministerial members (Ronen, 2008). Gaddafi wasrdeést

to diffuse any form of threat to his rule, which proved to be insufficient, as internal
turmoil brewed among the people, and within the government (Wright, 2012).

A coup under the leadership of the Warfalla tribe was also prematurely suppressed
by Gaddafi officials, and led to campaigns of widespread arrests, government
reshufflings, followed by allegations of torture and executions (Ronen, 2008).

Despite being a stronghold of support for Gaddafi, the military had become a threat
to his regime (Rone 2008). This culminated in another attempted coup, in 1993,
this time designed by senior military officers, causing Gaddafi to employ sporadic
and periodic elimination of potential military opponents, replacing them with loyal

supporters (Ronen, 2008).

2.4.4.5 Gaddafi and Arab nationalism
In an attempt to revive Arab Unity, Gaddafi attempted to initiate a series of efforts

with Egypt, Sudan and Tunisia (Ronen, 2008). However, all efforts failed, due to
the differences between the governments concerned. In additoGaddaf i 0 s
was essentially a ptBalestinian one, and had made numerous interventions to
support the Palestinian cause. He also funded various guerrilla and revolutionary
organisations in Africa and the Middle East, causing western countriesaméec
alienated from LibyaGhorin, 2012)
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In 1977, conflicts arose between Libya and Egypt, which led to the eviction of many
Egyptians working in Libya (Chorin, 20:
Arab wunity, Libyads relations with oth
deterioratedas demonstrated by a treaty of union, signed between Gaddafi and

King Hassan Il of Morocco in 1984, which was abrogated, two years later (Ronen,
2008).

During the 1980s, with a drop in the demand for, and price of oil, Gaddafi attempted
to make changesiithe Libyan economy, but his efforts were fruitless (Hilsum,
2012). As a result, economic and social development stagnated, which caused
social dissatisfaction and discontent. Consequently, various Libyan opposition
movements developed and launched inttemt attacks against Gaddafi and his
military supporters (Hilsum, 2012). However, they were unable to remove this

indomitable ruler, and were met with arrest and execution.

Because of Libyads support of thoem Pal es
the US government, an important trading partner. As a result, the US government

led a series of retaliatory trade restrictions and military conflicts (Zoubir, 2009).

This was crowned by a US bombing raid of Tripoli and Benghazi in 1986, during

which theadopted daughter of Gaddafi was killed. The US government accused
Libya of producing chemical warfare materials, which further exacerbated the

already tense relationship between the two countries (Hilsum, 2012).

Up until the Libyan civil war, General Aldl Fatah Younis was secotit

command to Gaddafi in the government hierarchy, as well as interior minister
(Hilsum, 2012). He resigned on 22 February 2011. On 1 March 2011, Gaddafi
sacked his righhand man, information Chief Abdullah Senussi, who was
resnsible for the brutality against the protestors. On 4 March 2011, Interpol

l ssued a security alert concerning the |
and assetso, based on the United Natior
warning listed Gadafi and fifteen key members of his regime (Hilsum, 2012: p.

152).
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2.4.4.6 Beginnings of protests
The Gaddafi revolution was centralised and focused on the Gaddafi family and its

closest supporters, who were protected by its highly coercive and tight security
mechanisms (Vanderwalle, 2012). For decades it had repressed any form of
political and social change, which had festered to some extent, causing popular
discontent among the people. Under the guise of the Jamahiriya system, it had
successfully convinced the qae, albeit temporarily, that Libya was, in fact, a
direct participatory government, guided by the decisions of the numerous

committees.

The Revolutionary Committees exercised strict control, monitoring any form of
internal dissent, with dissidents aftéeing executed and mutilated publicly, as

dissent was illegal, according to Law 75 of 1973 in the Green Book (Ashour, 2015).
Numerous restrictions were imposed by the Gaddafi government on the mandate of

the Revolutionary Committees, which consequeintiy d t o t he revi val
state popularity in the 1990s. However, in 2004, Gaddafi still continued with his

old tactics, posting a $1 million bounty for journalist and governmental critic,

Ashur Shamis, who was accused of close links tQaéda Idilsum, 2013.

In 2009, Gaddafi reported the dawn of a raslitical erain Libya, followed by

elections for ministerial positions, as well as national security measures to be
initiated (Hilsum, 2012). These elections were devised to correlate with the
standard i ntermittent el ections for tf
Commi ttees, Basic Peoplebds Congresses,
(Anderson, 2011).

However, in January 2011, there was considerable upset, concerning the delays in
the construction of homes, promised by Gaddafaghad, 2012)To this enda

string of protesters in Bayda, Derma and Benghazi entered and occupied
governmenbuilt housing Hilsum, 2012. The demonstrations were initially
peaceful, and later developed into confrontations, which were met with military
force. This resulted in fther clashes between the police and the protesters, who

then attacked government offices. As a result, at the end of January 2011, the
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gover nment decided to invest an amount

developments (Hilsum, 2012).

This was folowed by the call of Jamal-#ajji, a political commentator, accountant

and writer, who rallied the public to demonstrate for freedom within Libya.
However, he was later arrested on 1 February 2011, and falsely accused of injuring
a civilian with his vehsle (Hilsum, 2012). Immediately thereafter, in early
February, Gaddafi held a meeting with media figures, as well as political activists,
and warned of imminent responses against all who dared to disturb the current

political state of LibyaHlilsum, 2012.

February 2011 witnessed more protests, confrontations and unrest against the local
administration, with protestors gathering in the square of Zawiya, (Roumani, 2014).
Soon after, race riots were initiated and silenced by Gaddafi supporters and the
police (Roumani, 2014). On 15 February 2011, the Libyan protests were again
ignited by the arrest of a humands rig
police headquarters (St. John, 2014). Fathi Terbil represented the families of the
1,000 prisoners, whajlegedly, had been massacred at the Abu Salem jail massacre

in 1996, in Tripoli (Wright, 2012). The arrest was followed by the demonstration

of 500 to 600 people, calling for the release of Terbil (Roumani, 2014).
Confrontations ensued, and the crowdsenswused with tear gas, water cannons,

and rubber bullets, by the local police force (Roumani, 2014).

On the 17 February 2011, a fhHDay of R a
Conference for the Libyan Opposition. Despite heavy worded warnings from
governmenofficials that Libyans should pursue the proper channels, if they wished

to raise grievances, hundreds of protesters in the cities of Zawiya and Zintan called

for the end to the Gaddafi government (Roumani, 2014).

Subsequently, television and public iadtation personnel were sacked, while
protesters set fire to security buildings, Revolutionary Committee offices, the

i nterior ministry buHdwdrd & KHussairg 2B0d3pueh e Pe o
to the overwhelming crowds of protesters, the securityels were forced to retreat

from Benghazi, on the 18 February. The peaceful protests had developed into armed
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ones, and spread to Derma, Bayda and Benghazi, where it was reported that some
armed personnel had joined the protesting crowds. This led tiostha&erial attack

by Gaddafi, who ordered helicopters to fire at civilians, on the 19 February 2011
(Howard & Hussain, 2013).

2.4.5 The postrevolution era
2.45.1 The NTCi1 2011 to 2012

The regime began a systematic onslaught in the area, with aerial attacks, which
soon spread to the region of Tripolitania (Schaller, 2016). For this reason, the
National Transitional Council (NTC) established its base in Benghazi (eastern
Libya), the capital of the Cyrenaica region, on 27 of February 2011, but was not
declared officily established, until 5 March 2011 (Schnelzer, 2016). The NTC, a
selfappointed institution, whose aim was the removal of the Gaddafi despotic
regime, independently, declared itself the true representative of the Libyan people,
and was originally known ake Libyan Interim National Council (LINC) (White,
2014). Subsequently, it was changed to the Interim Transitional National Council
(ITNC), and later to the National Transitional Council. The institution was almost
immediately accepted by many Libyansdaraturally became the symbol of the
fight against the regime, as well as for equality, justice and freedom. Mustafa Abdul
Jal il Gaddafi 6s Justice Minister, wa s
defected to Benghazi (Ashour, 2015).

The NTC was tonce acknowledged by France, Great Britain, Qatar and the USA,
in July 2011. Other members of the Libya Contact Group (LCG), comprised of
individual countries, as well as international organisations, such as the Arab
League, United Nations and a seleataf European countries soon followed suit
(Eriksson, 2015). Interestingly, since its inception, the NTC was almost,
immediately accepted by the international community, while any criticism thereof
was held in abeyance, despite it being aapeffointed ad created institution, with
somewhat divided support from the Libyan people. Various confrontations and

fault lines started to emerge (Vilmer, 2016).

On 15 August 2011, rebels in the east, with the aid of NATO forces, penetrated
Tripoli, and pierced theysbolic heart of the Gaddafi stronghold, known as Bab
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al-Aziziyya (White, 2014). This provided just enough support and fervour to the
NTC, who were determined to bring their plans to fruition. Subsequently, the
battles of Bani Walid and Sirt followed, lagy, approximately, one month (White,
2014). On 20 October 2011, Sirte came under rebel control and Gaddafi was
brutally killed (Vilmer, 2016).

It was reported in Libya that Abdul Jal
accountable for previougolations. Soon, thereafter, the NTC was recognised by

the Arab and western allies. The NTC quickly developed strong ties with their
western and Arab allies, and began securing the international support it required to
legitimise the organisation, and libihe momentum to protect the Libyan civilians,
through all means necessa@hgrstich, 2014)

One of the major aims of the NTC was to head the revolts and uprisiniysvor
Libya, also referred to d&5ee Libyg and to oversee the transitional periodjally,

until the election of a legitimate government, that is, after Libya was liberated
(Cherstich, 2014)The council largely comprised selppointed defectors and
returned exiles, the identities of whom were kept secret, due to security reasons
(Ashour, 2015). Three days after the declaration, the NTC announced its plans to
officially hold elections within eight months.

In 2012, clasheseruptedbetweenthe rebel forces of Benghazi,due to some
disagreementegardingthe natureof changeghatwereinstatedoy theNTC. As a
result, the headof the NTC, Abdel Hafis Ghoga,resigned(Ashour,2015).One
monthlater,in March2012,theofficials of theNTC, based in Benghazi, introduced
a campaign to reconstruct sovereignty in the Cyrenaica region, rfurtneasing
tension with the central NTC in Tripoli (Ashour, 201Buring this time, militia
from Ghana,Mali, and many other surroundingstates,flocked into Libya and
destabilisedhepolitical transitionfurtherin the country,with disruptionsof armed
nonstategroups(St. John,2014).In addition,theinability of theinterimleaderdo

reachafirm decision,concerningheinfighting in Libya, complicatecconditions.
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2.4.5.2 General Natonal Congress 2012 to 2016
The election of the General National Congress (GNC) followed on 7 July 2012, in

which, Ali Zaidan was elected as the first prime minister of Libya (Watanabe 2016).
Numerous operations followed and militia groups in the arediman were
deemed uncontrollable by governmemt August 2012, the GNC elected
Mohammed Magarief of the Liberal National Front Party as its chairman, making
him the interim head of State. Magarief was determined to eliminate and driving
out militia grouys, such as the Ansar&haria aswell asothergroupsin theDerna
area.In October2012, Ali Zaidan, was elected as the prime minister, &hd
Jumada Ahmed Ateega, as the first Vi ce
However,in thefollowing year,May 2013 Muhammad aMagarief declared his
resignation, in accordance to the PIL that bans Gaddafi era officials from holding
positions of public officélbrahim & Otto, 2017)This was followed by the election

of Minister Nuri Abu Sahmein, in June 20E3, the new chairman of the GNC.

The Libyan Political Isolation Law (PIL), which attempted to prevent members of

the regime of MuammaBaddafif r om hol di ng public offic
transition, was passed by the GNC, after pressure was exertid dvational

Congress by Dar dfta, as well as the Justice and Building Bloc of the Muslim
Brotherhood. Factions belonging to Islamic groups besieged the headquarters and
governmental ministries, in an effort to expel supporters of the Gaddafi regiene. Th
resolution was drafted by militias of the city of Misrata, who shelled the city of Ben
Walid, on the grounds that there were members of the former regime residing in

the city. As a result of the resolution, tribal wars emerged and escalated, such as
thoe between the Zintan and Mashashiyya tribes (Schnelzer, 2016). However,
wars were not limited to the tribes only, but extended to cities as well, such as those
fought between the cities of Asabi 6éah a
as Tubo and Aved Sulaiman in the south (Schnelzer, 2016).

In November 2013, Mr aAwaji was elected as the second first vresident of
the GNC; however, the position remained vacant for a few months, after his
resignation in July 2014 (lbrahim & Otto, 201The GN® s r ef us all t o

after the expiry of its mandate led to the eruption of numerous popular protests in
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February 2014. This was followed by the sacking of Minister Ali Zaidan by the
GNC and was succession of Ahmed Maitdgahim & Otto, 2017)

In the nterim, theKaramaoperation, under the leadership of Khalifa Belgasim
Haftar, was launched on 15 May 2014 (Schaller, 2016). At the time, terrorists from
some state organisations,-Bheda, as well as battalions that were supported by
the Islamic blocs othe GNC in the western city of Misrata, were fighting in

Benghazi.

At the end of the mandate of the GNC, Beesh(Jihadist/terrorist) organisations
emerged in Sirte, Derna, Sabrata and Benghazi (Schnelzer, 2016). The second set
of elections was concludeon Wednesday 25 June 2014, and the new parliament
was elected (Schaller, 2016). The Islamic bloc suffered a major loss, resulting in
their refusal to relinquish power. As a result, an attack was launched on Tripoli
International Airport, in addition tohe Dawn of Libyaoperation, allegedly
committed by disgruntled members of the political Islamic groups, who had lost

the elections.

Subsequently, the United Nations in Geneva began to monitor the dialogue between
the conflicting Libyan parties to powermmely, the parliament, the GNC and active
parties on the ground (Eriksson, 2015). The relevant parties agreed to continue with
talks, aimed at bringing an end to the Libyan conflict. In November 2014, Omar al
Hassi became head of the ministers of the gowent of Tripoli, illegitimately,

and the new elected parliament was moved to the Eastern city of Tobruk (Schaller,
2016).

The GNC was a seHppointed institution like the TNC and was led by Minister
Nouri Abu Sahmein with Omar-#lassi and Khalifa alGhawi as prime ministers.

It was in existence from 2012 to 2016, and elected the New Salvation Government
(NSG) as an interim government (Mezran & Miller, 20A.73). On 1April 2016,

media reports confirmed the resignation of the NSG, who had relinquitshed
authority once again to the GNC (Blanchard, 2@l ®). The situation was further
confounded when the NSG, as well as the GNC, announced that power would be
ceded to the Presidential Council (PC) in April 2016. The GNC, therefore, was
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disbanded on th& April 2016, with its last elected chairman being Nouri Abu
Sahmein (Ibrahim & Otto, 201p. 14).

In summary, the GNC, considered as one of the major opposing forces to the east,
was primarily dominated by the &thel i m B
Justice and Construction Party and Loyalty to the Martyrs Bloc, haaaldthe

military backing of theLibya Dawn CoalitionAlthough, the GNC played a major

role in the second Libyan civil war, it wasneasy era for Libya and was
charactesed by thefrequent occurrence of contentious tribal feuds, specifically,

as a result of Resolution No. 7 (Watanabe, 2@1614 Mezran & Miller, 2017

p. 4).

2.4.5.3 GNA 2016- present
In December 2015, the GNC and members of the House of Representatives (HOR)
signed adJnited Nations agreement, in support of reaching some form of political
agreement. The agreement proposed the formation of an@neer Presidential
Council (PC), as well as a seventeaeamber interim Government of National
Accord (GNA), and new electiongere to be held in the following two years. The
agreement did not abrogate the HOR, which still existed as the advisory and
legislative body for the government (Blanchard, 20/68). However, it was
renamed as the State Council, which still comprisethbegs elected by the New
GNC. Subsequently, talks and meetings continued for several months, resulting in

an agreement, signed in the Moroccan city of Skhirat.

On 17 December 2015, Mr FayezSdrraj was appointed as chairman of the
Presidential Counciind the Government of National Accord (GNA) was named
(Eriksson, 2015 p. 22). Fayez alSarraj was the first Prime Minister of the
Government of National Accord (GNA), and subsequent to his arrival in Tripoli, it
was reported that the GNA had seized thenerministerial offices (Blanchard,
2016 p. 9). Theinterim authorities,asyet, hadbeenunableto establisha form a
stable governmentand failed to addressurgent security issues,restructurethe
financesof the country,anddevelopa practicablecharer to achievepostconflict
justice and reconciliation (Varvelli, 2013). Elections for the assembly of
constitutionadraftingandlegislativebodieswereheldandadministeredavith some
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degreeof transparencyDeeks,2017). However,thesetransparenefforts were
blemishedby the reported decreasingrates of participation, lack of political
competition,aswell asthreatsto candidatesndvoters(Deeks,2017).

However, this agreement did not succeed in unifying the Libyans, nor did it
suppress the probdity of civil war (Schaller, 2016). Some parties belonging to

the House of Representatives (HOR) raised concerns about items that should be
amended, or abrogated (Eriksson, 2015). The Presidential Council (PC), therefore,
was unable to win and obtain tlfeonfidence and support of the House of

Representatives (Eriksson, 2015).

2.4.5.4 The role of NATO in the Libyan civil war
The United States was the first country to initiate dljpaone over Libya, due to

the dire chaos of the Benghazi rebels. This was soon after the adoption of the United
Nations Security Council Resolution 1973 (Schaller, 2015). However, this
resolution pesented some difficulties, as it also included the use of additional
measures byNorth Atlantic Treaty OrganisatiofNATO) to ensure the safety of
civilians, which instigated many possible interventions and interferences from
NATO (Schaller, 2015). Despite this, leaders of the western world were inclined
towards efforts that would bring about the complete removal @#uglafi regime.
Therefore, the presence and intervention of NATO became absolutely necessary,
for the rebels to maintain their positions. In addition; @axldafi loyalists required
greater measures to be defeated, and as such, the mission of NATO wedsdxte

and expanded.

NATO, therefore, played a leading role in the sustaining the civil war in Libya
(Schnelzer, 2016). After the intervention of the NATO campaign, diplomatic
initiatives were adopted as a solution to the aentnsifying military problera
(Vilmer, 2016). To this end, U$pecial envoy, Abd Allah Khatib, was elected to
find a diplomatic solution. A number of solutions were proposed, one of which was
raised by the Libya Contact Group, based on ending the civil war and

simultaneously replacinthe regime (Al Nahed, 2015).
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The first solution, or scenario, focused on supporting the rebel groups, enabling
them to push westwards to the loyalist province of Tripolitania. However, as-a long
standing rivalry existed between Cyrenaica and Tripobtathiis scenario could

have created more difficulties, than opportunities. Traditionally, Tripolitania had
supported the Gaddafi regi me, and had
who was based in Cyrenaica. Resistance from Tripolitania was to beteadpas

it would, once more, be subjected to the rule of Cyrenaica, enforced by foreign

western powers (Deeks, 2017).

The second solution was to simply divide the country into two states, with
Tripolitania ruling the West, and Cyrenaica in the East. éi@s, this option did

not seem feasible as international and local parties did not wish to see Libya further
fragmented into smaller states (Deeks, 2017). This would have major repercussions

for the country as a whole, and possibly extend the civil war.

The third solution proposedaiting outof the regime (Deeks, 2017). This implied

that the regime would seifplode, and slowly come to an end, as financial
resources would eventually become depleted. Alternatively, this scenario proposed
the impending ccurrence of amnternal coup or, in the leastinternal rebellion
among the Gaddafi loyalists. However, it would be an arduous, time consuming
scenario, and quite unlikely, since Gaddafi loyalists refused to relinquish power to

the Eastern province, leiad to the perpetuation of civil war (Beresford, 2015).

A fourth solution emerged in July 2011 (Beresford, 2015), which involved
diplomatic discussions between the western and eastern provinces, and appeared to
be a more practical approach, as both skt already sustained severe losses.
Rebels in the east were unable to secure a solid victory in the west and the loyalists
were running out of options. This solution set out to misgthe infighting among

the opposition groups and maintain, in thetieasinified state of Libya (Beresford,
2015).

One of the focal points of the solutions was the fate of the Muammar Gaddafi and
his family (White, 2014). The removal of Gaddafi regime was central to their cause

of the NTC in the East, and to the westayalists this was an unacceptable term.
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This was further exacerbated by the decision of the International Criminal Court to
indict Gaddafi and his son, Saiflglam, for human rights violations (White, 2014).

In August 2011, the new negotiated settlensm@med to have made traction, as
the eastern rebels gained more support from a diplomatic and military perspective,
whereas the resources of the-@addafi loyalists were running low. The country
was still not unified, however, even after additional tawlf and muscular support

from NATO. Despite the firm conviction of the rebels that they would be
victorious, greater defective lines were uncovered, and disagreements ensued.
These defective lines were even more significant, after the killing of the rebel
commander, Abdel Fatih Younes (Vilmer, 2016).

2.4.5.5 Libyan National Army (LNA)
In May 2014, General Khalifa Belgasim Haftar, the elected leader of the Libyan

National Army, launched a military assault against militant Islamist groups, who

tried to seize the pkament buildings in Benghazi (Mezran & Miller, 2017).
Subsequently, Prime Minister Maiteg was accused of being sympathetic towards

|l sl ami st groups. I n June 2014, the Supt
appointment was illegal, and he was immealiatlismissed from office. A new
parliament was elected, but was blemished by a low votepotutrrdue to boycotts

and security issues (Blanchard, 2016). Consequently, fights began to break out
between the new parliament and the GNC.

Thepeopleandtribesbecamesvenmorepolarised creatingfurtherdivisionson a
largernationalcontext(Lacher,2015).Thisresultedn tribesaffiliating themselves,
eitherto the Libya Dawn Operationin the west,or the OperationDignity in the
east.At that time, Libyais dominated by three centres of power, each believing it

had more legitimacy than the other.

2.4.5.6 The Libyan Political Agreement (LPA), the Presidential Council (PC) and the
And The Government of National Accor(GNA)
The Presidential Council (PC) was formadaccordance with the terms set out in

the Libyan Political Agreement (LPA), and was the second centre of power
(Lacher, 2015). The Pfepresented a predominant Tripoli constituency, and came
into existence, as a result of the LPA. The LPA was signel/ ddecember 2015

in Morocco, was sanctioned by the United Nations Security Council, and

44



consequently, the Government of National Accord (GNA) was recognised as the

legitimate and only government of Libya (Mezran & Miller, 2017).

The four main principleof the LPA were founded on: a) the assurance of
democratic rights to all Libyans; b) the election of government elected by consensus
and founded on the separation of powers; c) the supervision of all powers, and the
establishment of state institutions, \asll as necessary mechanisms, to address
forthcoming challenges; and lastly, d) due recognition and respect for the Libyan
judiciary and its independence from the State (Mezran & Miller, 2017). Therefore,
the LPA focused on the separation of powers, aedifipd that the equitable and

just performance of each power, was a necessary feature, in order to achieve
political equilibrium in Libya. The GNA was granted executive authority, whereas
the House of Representatives (HOR) was granted legislative ayttiRiehchard,

2016). In addition, the LPA also instituted the High Council of State, which acted
as a consultative organisation, separate from the GNA (Blanchard, 2016).

The PC operated as thead of the stataf Libya, and was designed to exert control
over the LNA. The PC presides over the GNA, and currently, is internationally
recognised as the executive governnaéhibya. The PC is based in the Abu Sittah
Naval Base, on the outskirts of Tripoli, and is under the leadership of Fayez al
Sarraj, who was formerly a member of the Tobruk Parliament (Lacher, 2015). The
PC still supervises the GNA, and should be enddrgetie HOR, but its members
have been unable to formally vote, as yet, due to constant threats from rival party

members. However, their verbal and written support have been expressed.

The official opposition is the Government of National Salvation (GN&Jer the
leadership of Prime Minister Khalifa Ghwell (Lacher, 2015). The GNC was
initially re-established in 2012, and although also based in Tripoli, has limited
power, in terms of its reach and influence to institutions. Most of the members of

the GNC also known as the Tripoli Government, have shifted to the State Council.

2.4.5.7 Government of Tobruk and Bayda
The third centre of power was the ruling authorities based in Tobruk and Bayda,

located in eastern Libya, which had also conceded power to the GNAI(Eag5).
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The HOR was considered the legitimate legislative authority, under the rules set
out in the LPA. The government of Abdullah&linned was based in Bayda
(Engel, 2015).

The HOR was supposed to concede power to the GNA, once it had beemimted i
office. At that time, the Tobruk and Bayda authorities were under the leadership of
the antilslamist, General Khalifa Haftar, who had close alliances with the Egyptian
authorities and was in control of the Libyan National Army (LNA) (Mezran &
Miller, 2017).

2.4.5.8 Prime Minister al-Sarraj, the GNA and Haftar
Prime Minister alSarraj was not considered as strong a military figure as General

Haftar, but members of the PC, allegedly, had close ties to influential stakeholders
(Kekilli, 2017). Ahmed Maiteeq, wheerved as his deputy, was also removed from
office, and was considered a powerful representative of thesteity of Misrata
(Kekilli, 2017).

At that time, Misrata was a major supporter of the GNA, in terms of military and
political backing. The milia of Misrata also fulfilled a crucial role in bringing
down the Gaddafi regime, and were still considered an influential and significant
military force in Libya. Ali Faraj aQatrani represented Haftar, who led the LNA.
However, alQatrani was boycotting eetings with the PC, on the grounds that the
PC lacked inclusivity and representation (Faleg, 2016)Qd&trani also shared
close links with Omar Ahmed -#lswad, who represented the city state of Zintan,

a city in Western Libya. Zintan also fulfilled a sificant role in bringing down the
Gaddaficontrolled Tripoli in 2011 (Faleg, 2016). Besides, there was also
Abdessalam Kajman, a representative of the Muslim Brotherhood, who had some

support in Southern Libya.

2.4.5.9 National Security Councit Abusahmain, Ghwk and thedTripoli governmend
Nouri Abusahmain and the PM of the GNA;Glhwell, originated from the cities

of Zuwara and Misrata, respectively, and enjoyed the military support of the Jabhat
al-Sumud (Steadfastness Front), under the leadership of BadaflLacher, 2015).
The movement was initially coalesced under the Libya Dawn Operation, and

included Islamists, the city state of Misrata, as well as some Amazigh minorities in
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the western cities (Lacher, 2015). PrevioushGhivell and Abusahmain hadth

been subjected to sanctions, imposed by the European Union (EU), as a result of
their hostility to the GNA. Even though their suppbase had somewhat
deteriorated, they still had the capacity to bring about disruptionsSocaat r aj 0 s
campaigns. Thisvould be the case, particularly, if the populace were to switch

sides, or the militia, which was loyal to him, were offered a better deal.

2.4.5.10The power centres of Haftar, Aguila Saleh, and Tobruk
There was a definite powerful and influential link betweendeginHaftar and the

prevailing speaker of the Tobruk Parliament, Aguila Saleh Issa. The headquarters

of Haftards eastern city of Mar j di spl
Bayda government, and the HOR in Tobruk (Lacher, 2015). Haftar had atndng

powerful support in the east, and was firmly focused on the HOR, whose decisions
were subject to his approval. Haftar os
changes to the political and military state of the country, and had made significant
advancesgainst the Islamic State group (ISIS) in Benghazi and the Berghazi

based Revolutionary Shura Council.

In October 2014, UN Secretayeneral, Ban Ki Moon visited Libya, in order to
facilitate talks between the new parliament of Libya, the Tobasded
governments in the East, and the Islamist Libya Dawn in Tripoli (Vilmer, 2016). In
January of the following year, the Tripddased militia and the Libyan National

Army announced a partial ceasefire, after UN talks in Geneva (Deeks, 2017).

2.4.5.11Tunisia-based inérim government
In January 2016, the UN announced a new Tuwfiased interim government

(Deeks, 2017). However, this was not legitimately recognised by the Tripoli and
Tobruk governments, or by the Tripoli parliaments. Later that year, the Islamic

State #tacked the Ras Lanuf oil terminal, and threatened to move to Tobruk and
Brega (Deeks, 2017). The beginning of March 2016 marked the arrival of the new

unity government and signall ed Gener al Haftar 6.
terminals in the east ([gpl, 2015). At the end of 2016, Islamic State militants were
removed from the coastal town of Sirte, which at had been under their control for

eighteen months.
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2.4.5.12Field Marshall Haftar
Haftar, who was promoted from General to Field Marshall, had, oveyeides,

built a formidable military formation, the LNA, and cleared Benghazi almost
completely of all militia and ISIS groups (Engel, 2015). He had gained the
confidence and support of most Libyans, because he hgdirred control and
victory oeasteem oilports (Eagéls2015). The Tobruk government was

the official opposition of the GNA, and the Misrdiased militia was the second
military opposition of the LNA. Support for Haftar had grown, and he had, on many
occasions, sworn to liberate Triprom internal and external threats.-8hrraj,

however, appeared to be the weaker rival, with his support ebbing. Even though the
GNA was supported and recognised by the United Nations Security Council, as the
legitimate parliament, support for-8harrg was abating. He had been accused of
paying too much attention on gaining international support and recognition, instead

of focusing on eliminating the constant threat of ISIS, as well as the proliferation

of militias within the country (White, 2014). Hed been unable to rid the west of

the militia, and stil!]l remained at the
the Libyan people, this was a sign of weakness, driving maSgrahj supporters

over to Haftar 6s camp. T hves (HOR) was n Hou
democratically elected in 2014, and was considered the internationally isscbogn
government, which preceded the formation of the GNA (Vilmer, 2016). Haftar had
been and was still gaining power in Libya, progressively, since the launch of hi
efficacious military campaign against the Islamist and ISIS groups. His successful
appropriation of four vital oil export ports from the Petroleum Facilities Guard in
Eastern Libya, had been instrument al i

which had escalated and reached its highest level in years (Vilmer, 2016).

There appeared to be a drastic imbalance of power between the two figures. Haftar,

Li byads most power f ul ma n o-Barrdj, wigoseone s
support was on the declinHaftar had successfully disbanded most of the ISIS and

militia groups in the east, and was gaining considerable support from the Libyan
people, who, after seven years, were in desperate need of some form of peace and
political stability. Haftar had, tan extent, gained the confidence of his people, and
therefore, knew he was in a position of power. Talks between the two figures were

scheduled for February 2017 in Egypt, which proved unsuccessful.

48



Despite efforts from President Abdul FattakSalssy taconvince Haftar to hold
talks and reach some form of agreement witlbalraj, alSarraj still left Cairo
emptythanded after Haftardos refusal t o eve
clearly indicated that Haftar was aware of his position of power, wvias

strengthened even more, when he attracted the backing of Russia.

24513Haftar and the fight for Libyads oil
At the start of 2017, cooperation between the two sides began to disintegrate

completely and in a meeting in Cairo, Haftar andaitraj were unable to reach
some form of agreement, despite pressure from Russia and Egypt (Krieg, 2017).
This disintegratiomaised a series of events. In March 2ahé,Benghazi Defence
Brigades were able to retain the ports f
LNA (Krieg, 2017). Subsequently, fighting between the Haftar led LNA and armed
groups in Benghazi escadak for control of the oil parts. Control of the oil ports

was an integral feature for political negotiation and manipulation. The LNA had
gained control over four ports on September 2016, and ended the blockade that was
previously placed on them. Oil ikay asset in Libya, a country that is in dire need

of revenue from the crude exports, in order to rebuild the economic infrastructure
and restore economic stability. The country has two National Oil Controls (NOC):
the eastern one, based in Benghazi, aedaestern one, in Tripoli. Both are self
created. Recently, the NOC in Benghazi had endeavoured to regulate control over

oil processes, but had remained ineffective.

24514Haf t ar 6s al l i es
Haftar is a strong man, who has sought out regional and internatiaas) athd

had been seen with Russian officials, spurring speculation about the possibility of

a Russian presence in Libya. In addition to Russia, other foreign sponsors included
Egypt, UAE and France (Vilmer, 2016). This aided Haftar in the gradual erosion

of his opposition, the GNAIn March 2017, the pr&NA Benghazi Defence

Brigades seized control of the oil facilities in the Gulf of Sidra region, from the
eastern parliamentds LNA ( Si naffenaiver |, 201
and the Tobruk govement commanded that the GNA condemn their acts. As a

result, the Libyan HOR later withdrew its recognition of the GNA, and called for

new elections to be held by early 2018. During early 2016, the GNA lacked popular
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support, owing to its inability to garontrol of Tripoli, and eradicate the powerful
militia (Krieg, 2017).

During early 2017, the GNA still lacked popular support, due to its weak military
force, and inability to control Tripoli. In April 2017, and early May, a meeting was
held between Prim Minister alSarraj and, at that time, Field Marshal Haftar, in

Abu Dhabi. The outcome of the meeting suggested that both sides agreed to the
necessity of reaching some form of agreement, and a peaceful solution seemed most
apt (Krieg, 2017).

2.4.5.15The New Parlamentary Council and Declaration of Principles
The agreement entailed the formation of a new PC, which would be founded on a

powersharing agreement, with elections to be held in March 2018. In addition to
the existent LPA, the Libyan HOR and GNC partéso signed a Declaration of
Principles, which was aimed at the formation of a national unity government
(Krieg, 2017). The new Declaration of Principles was separate to the LPA, despite

having parallel objectives.

This new declaration outlined the edistment of a tefperson committee, five
from each party, who would jointly elect an interim Prime Minister, and two
deputies, in addition to full legislative elections, to transpire within the ensuing two
years (Smith & Pack, 2017).

2.4.5.16L i b ykeyarmed grops and actors
Thereweremanygroupscompetingfor the control of Libya. A brief overviewof

the key military groupsin Libya follows in thefollowing section.

1 The Libyan National Army (LNA)

TheLibyanNationalArmy appearedo bethemostpowerfulandwasunder
theleadershipfHaf t ar 6s ar med f orces. It was
of the elected House of Representatives (HOR) in Tobruk. The HOR in
Tobruk provi ded Hegitimacy it régsired, & Aibyadidk h t h
not have a functioning institutional army in the previous regime (Schaller,
2016).
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1 The Benghazi Brigades

The Benghazi Brigades opposed the LNA and were formed in 2016,
comprising opposition fighters, exiled from Bengha af t er Haf f
takeover in 2014 (Schnelzer, 2016). Their primary goal of the Benghazi
Brigades was to return to Benghazi, and as such, they were constantly
clashing with Haftarbés forces. They
on their way to Beghazi, a victory that was short lived, as they were soon
recaptured by the LNA (Schnelzer, 2016).

1 The Libya Dawn Alliance

The Libya Dawn Alliance also oppose
fighters duringOperation Dignityin 2014, in the city of Tripol{Schnelzer,

2016). The Libya Dawn Alliance comprised various fighters, including

those from Misrata. However, fractions soon occurred within the group,

which became fragmented as a result of the internal tensions.
1 The al-Bunyan al-Marsous (BAM)

The alBunyan atMarsous (BAM) comprised a mostly Misrdbased
constituency, whose primary goal was to fight the Islamic State of Iraq, and
the Levant (ISIL) (Watanabe, 2016). The group eventually declared victory
when they captured Sirte in late 2016, at the @dlsising hundreds of lives.

The GNC was elected in 2012 as the proposed replacement of the National
Transitional Council, and mostly comprised moderate officials. The only
Islamist protagonists were President Nouri Abusahmain and a few other
officials. However, the GNC later became fragmented and split from the
Islamist groups, raising concerns that the group had gained the support of
Islamist militias, who perpetrated many violent crimes. Currently, the GNC
is supported by uncompromising Islamist groapd militias in Misrata and

Tripoli, and have almost no foreign and international support.
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2.5 International players in the Libyan political landscape

2.5.1 Egypt and President Abdel Fattah alSisi
President Abdel Fattah-8lisi had also played an influentialrolen Li byadés pol it
He had expressed concerns that a settlement between the GNA and the Libyan House of
Representatives was a necessary feat, in order to end the civil war. In addition, he
maintained that the continuance of the civil war would sdye to perpetuate the
proliferation of Jihadist and Islamist movements in the country (Howard & Hussain,
2013). Egypt also maintained that groups, such as the Muslim Brotherhood, would use
the lack of political stability in the country to gain greataftuence (Sasnal, 2017).
However, Haftarods repudiation t-Barrapiegot i a
February 2017, frustrated t he Egyptian
government with substantial arms deals, in the hope of maintaining a boiffe with
ISIS, and consequently, eliminating the possibility of any opposition 8ials i 06 s

government (Sasnal, 2017).

2.5.2 The Russian Government
The Russian Government confirmed its intention to play some part in the restoration of a

robust regime in theountry (Sasnal, 2017). Russiahad metwitBa r r aj 6 s r i v al
and the previous year, Haftar had paid a visit to Rutsifieyre, 2017)Days before al
Sarrajoés visit to Russi a, in March 2017,
Libyafinally becoming a working state after this barbaric intervention that was conducted

from outside, that led to catastrophic consequences from the point of view of the Libyan
state and the fut Uefere @F1l7:p.BI)hisisthgeasonfagre opl e
the interest in the swift development of a durable power in Libya that could initiate the

process of restoring and recreating the state.

2.5.3 United States of America
Even though the United States of America and the European Union were eager to

recogrse the legitimacy of the GNA, as Libya's new unity government, they encouraged
all Libyans to support the Libyan Political Agreement, in an effort to bring about peace,
stability, and the substantive rule of lave{évre, 2017)Since 2015, the USA hasrdad

out three airstrikes in what it deemed an air campaign to aidiséantiist groups to drive

out Islamist groups (Sasnal, 2017). The USA and France proposed despatching 6,000
troops, from various NATO countries, to help train local fighters in fightgrassociated
groups. However, the GNA was hesitant, and disallowed such a presence in Libya.
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2.5.4 Algeria and Tunisia

Algeria and Tunisia have been avid supporters of reconciliation and finding political
solutions to end the civil war in Libya, and have mewiecerted efforts to prevent a spill
over of ISIS affiliated groups into their territories (Sasnal, 2017).

2.5.5 The Islamic State (ISIS)
The Islamic Youth Shura Council (IYSC) declared that Derna, a small town on the north

eastern coast of Libya, had joinee thlobal caliphate in 2014 (Schnelzer, 2016). Later

that year, Abu Bakr aBaghdadi acknowledged an ISIS presence in Libya, followed by

the declaration of three governorates, namely, Cyrenaica, with Derna as its base; Tripoli,
with Sirte as its base; andl$ha, in the south (McGregor, 2016). However, the Islamic
State was driven from its first headquarters in Derna in 2015 byHafttar forces, and
started to establish a new base in Sirte
Libya, until May 205 (Barmin, 2017). However, 8unyan alMarsous (BAM) forces
declared war on the Islamic State there, and in April 2016, declared their loyalty to the

GNA, in an attempt to legitiket hem as an armed force fig
internationallybackedgovernment (Barmin 2017). On 6 December 2016, the LNA
united with the GNA, to reapture Sirte, resulting a declaration of victory later that
month. Despite losing Sirte, the Islamic State is dormant in Libya, and operates in sleeper

cells across the cotny (Lefévre, 2017)

2.5.6 The fight for Southern Libya i Sabha
The conflict in Libya continued and spread to the southern region of Sabha. In Sabha, the

proliferation of armed forces and groups seemed to be advancing; therefore, the LNA
embarked on an egoing offensive campaign to gain control of the area (Sasnal, 2017).
Much attention was paid to the oil crescent region and the balance of power between the
major armed groups, such as the militias and the LNA. However, very little was

mentioned about the Soutlthich appeared to be off the radar.

The situation in Sabha worsened, considering the major power outages that occurred in
January of 2017. These disruptions were attributed to the armed groups of Zawiya, who,
in an attempt to release militia men captulbg their opposition group, the Warshefenaa,

cut off gas supplies to the entire region (Sasnal, 2017). The situation merely confirmed
the inability of the GNA to affirm its power in the region, and demonstrated the non

existence of functional rule of laim the country. Southern Libya had been grossly
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neglected by the authorities, and was declared a disaster area by some mayors (Sasnal,
2017). Mayors in the area had reportedly expressed their dissatisfaction with their
representatives in the Tobruk andptii governmentsl(efevre, 2017)In addition, some

called for protests against the disruptions that had occurred in the area, as well as the lack
of interest and intervention from the higher authorities. Consequently, many members of
the HOR and the Tobkubased parliament were compelled to leave Tripoli, with a
suspended membershipeféevre, 2017)This decision directly impacted on the activities

of the HOR, as well as the reconciliation process, to such an extent that, towards the end
of January 2017he HOR was unable to assign members of its delegation to the Libyan

Political Dialogue, due to the boycott by southern representatieésvie, 2017)

Sabha had also become a melting pot for various militia and armed groups. One such
group was the Thir&force, a Misratdased militia, which had been based in Sabha since
2015 (Krieg, 2017). At that time, two air bases were under the control of the Third Force,
namely the Jufra airbase, in central Libya, and Tamanhent, near Sabha. The Third Force
were fachg escalating pressure from the LNA, to reduce its presence in Fezzan (Krieg,
2017). In December 2016, the LNA launched an offensive against the Third Force

fighters, with launched attacks on the Jufra and Tamanhent air bases (Sasnal, 2017).

The LNA eventually took control of the Brak-8hati air base in Sabha and, by the end

of March 2017, the Third Force was compelled to relinquish another major checkpoint
near Tamanhent to the Sabha security department (Krieg, 2017). The control of
Tamanhent haddzome unsustainable, and local tribal elders were mediating between
warring factions, to facilitate a peaceful handover, and prevent further clastféesé,

2017)

Haftar was determined to gain control of central and southern Libya, as it was cahsidere

a strategically positioned military stronghold. Control of the Jufra air base would allow

Haftar to launch airstrikes across Libya, and as a result, presented a direct threat to the
GNA, as well as the Misrata power brokers (Sasnal, 2017). A stalentlagedih crescent
region ensued, causing tensions and intern
grew in the area.efevre, 2017)As a result, periodic clashes occur red close to the two

air bases, further demonstrating the snowballingcumsty in the area. In addition, Sabha

was exposed to a third factor of insecurity, as instability in the Sahel region, and the
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southern border with Chad, Niger and Sudan was allowing varioustats armed

groups (NSAGS) to penetrate into Fezzan (Me&aviller, 2017). These NSAGs had

created multfaceted systems of coalitions and oppositions in the area. In December
2016,Fr on't pour | 6al t er nan (FACT)e & Chhdaan groom c or d e
claimed that the LNA had attacked them. FACT was consigectase ally of the Misrata

militias, despite its claims of neutrality in the Libyan conflict (Ibrahim & Otto, 2017).

Haftar hadalso gained the support of the Sudanese Justice and Equality Movement (JEM).

The JEM was a Sudanese opposition group, previassdisted by the former Gaddafi
regime in the LNAOGs olfweecAbdullaly Kirmanp Fageo& t her n
Bello, 2017) In November 2016, it was reported that the Qadhafa tribe was supported by

JEM fighters, during clashes with the Awlad Suleintebes in Fezzan. It was also

reported that Haftar forces were accompanied by JEM fighters throughout the latest

clashes in the oil crescent regidgwe et al.,2017)

Southern Libya was riddled with political tensions and strategic challenges, corsideri

the aggressive presence of the LNA in the area, and its objectives to expand towards the
South, in addition to the proliferation of NSAGs along the southern border. In addition,
ISIS fighters had been moving towards the South, after their defeaeafl®igxacerbate

the situation even further, ISIS established th@ada in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM),
creating a probable location for a new phase of an imminent coidie t al.,2017)

In this chapter, the researcher providesbaprehensivaistorical, cultural and political
background of Libya, and highlighted events that occurred after the Arab Spring, as well
as the roles of various actors in the reshaping of the Libyan political landscape. The

following chaptempresents an historical oweew of the MENA region.

55



3 CHAPTER THREE: HISTORICAL OVERVIEW OF THE
MENA REGION

3.1 Introduction

The Middle East and North AfricdMENA) countries share similar political, economic and
historical backgrounds. Understanding the Arab Spring and its impdleatemocratisation
process in Libya can only be fully understood after careful study of the MENA region as a
whole. Therefore, this study seeks to study the MENA region holistically in order to @rovid
deeper insightsThetwenty-four MENA countries anterritories share challenges and cultural
ties, unique and different from neighbouring economies. The MENA region holds,
approximately, threquar t ers of the worl dbés reserve of
exporting countriesMenaldo, 2012)Theseare Algeria, Bahrain, the Islamic Republic of Iran,
Irag, Kuwait, Libya, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Sudan, the Syrian Arab Republic, the United
Arab Emirates, and Yemerkrdrhani & Ben Rejeb, 2012Yhe primary religion is Islam,
although minority religios groups do exist in several countries. Arabic is the principal and
official spoken language throughout the region, excluding Afghanistan, the Islamic Republic
of Iran, and PakistafVatikiotis, 2016)

This chapter provides a broadstoricaloverview the MENA region.

3.2 History of the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) region
The Middle East, or what is currently known as the Middle East, historically, has always been

a melting pot of activity, as well as vulnerability, and considered an epitmntre for world

affairs. Its vast oil reserves and affinity to the three major religions of the world, has caused the
Middle East to be a religiously, culturally, strategically, economically and politically delicate
area Brady, 2014)1t lies at theyncture of Africa and Asia, between the Indian Ocean and the
Mediterranean Sea, and is considered the birthplace, and spiritual centre of the major religions
of Judaism, Christianity, Islam, Yezidi, Mandeanism, Zoroastrianism, Druze, Yarsan and
Mithraism,which have all claimed the region as their religious and spiritual sddasélénd,

Prins, McBride & Walrath, 2013).

3.2.1 The Ottoman Empire and the Middle East
The territories of the Ottoman Empire (130822) were massive and extended to the

Balkans, Anatoh, the central Middle East towards the borders of Iran, and some

56



countries in North Africa (Wright, 20120. 47). The Ottoman Empire was a mullti
religious and multethnic state, where Islamic law was administered, in addition to the
dictates of the Sulta(Tiliouine & Meziane, 2017p. 523). However, the power of the
Ottoman Empire waned towards the end of the eighteenth century, and in 1774, the
empire was forced to relinquish considerable Muslim territories to RuBs@uine &
Meziane, 2017p. 524). Structural changes on an international level soon outweighed the
decentralised system of the Ottomans, causing an increase of European influence over
the region. Russia, Germany, Britain and France contested to gain control over the
regi on s roes,tvying farthe polticaloand economic influence of the Ottoman
Empire, Egypt, North Africa, and Iran, prior to World Waidgodwin, 201: p. 452).

France occupied Algeria, and later Tunisia in 1881; followed by Britain who took control
of Aden, as wikas Egypt in 1882\(atikiotis, 2016 p. 9). Libya was occupied by Italy

in 1911. Nationalism had been steadily growing among the individual states, and
challenging the authority of the mu#thnic Ottoman Empire. Greece gained its
independence in 1932nd was soon followed by other Balkan natidviierfaldo, 2012

p. 707).

The Modern Middle East began after World War |, when the Ottoman Empire, which
was allied with the central powers, was defeated by the British Empire and its allies
(Wright 2012 p 48). It was partitioned into a number of separate nations, which was
initially under British and French mandates (Menaldo, 2q12Z09. Other defining
events in this transformation included the establishment of Israel in 1948, and the
eventual departure &uropean powers from the region, notably Britain and France, by
the end of the 1960¥&tikiotis, 2016 p. 10). They were supplanted, in some part, by the

rising influence of the United States, from the 1970s onwards.

Subsequently, the Middle East be@the centre of a soclitical struggle between

the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO), backed by America, and the Soviet
Union, backed by the Warsaw Pact and its allies (Vatikiotis, :2018)). Both powers
contended to gain strategic contreeo the region, as it contained approximately-two
thirds of t he Vatgotis, 20069. 11). it Was this cordext\arel amb{tion
that inspired the United States to dissuade the Arab world from Soviet influence. The
region, over the last twoenturies, had experienced both periods of relative peace and

tolerance, as well as periods of conflict, particularly between Sunnis and Shiites
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(Tiliouine & Meziane, 2017p. 527). The map of the Middle East, as it is currently, was
shaped by the eventd World War |, but the region, previously, had been under the
control of the Ottoman Empirdiliouine & Meziane, 2017p. 530).

3.2.2 World War I, the Ottoman Empire and the Middle East
In 1920, the Ottoman Arab provinces were separated and distributed hé&raaee and
Britain, in accordance to the precepts of SyReot AgreementNlenaldo, 201p These
borders were completely decided and drawn up by colonial powers. Dictates of the
League of Nations awarded France control of Lebanon and Syria, whileBjitasi mandat e
was extended to Iraq, Palestine, and the newly formed, Transjofdauife &
Meziane, 2017)In an attempt to placate the Arabs, the sons dafliaefof Mecca were
granted the rule of two states by Britain (Sykes, 2016). Faisal was nmadef kraq, and
Abdullah was made king of Transjordan, known as modern day Jordan (Sykes, 2016).
The Kurds were briefly assured of their own independent state by the Allies in 1920, but
they were grossly marginaéd and their territories were divided angomurkey, Syria,
Iraq, and IranNlenaldo, 2012).

The MENA region expands over Europe, Iran, North Africa and the Arabian Gulf.

Turkey represented the head of the Ottoman Empire, from the sixteenth century onwards,
and controlled parts of Europe, a part of North Africa, the entire Fertile Crescent, but
none of the Gulf area (Menaldo, 2012). It had lost North African provinces and most of
its territories by the end of the nineteenth century, but still remained an independent state,
and was reestablished under Ataturk in 192@€naldo, 2012)

Iran was earlier known as the Persian Empire, and formed part of the Islamic Empire.
Iran was aotspot for sulalivision, was subjected to Russian influence in the north, and
British influence in the south, during the nineteenth century (Sykes, 2016). However, Iran
remained superficially independent (Sykes, 2016).

Egypt was under British rule from 1882 and became a British protectorate in 1914
(Sykes, 2016). It became a constitutional monarchy, under British instruction, from 1922,
and obtained morautonomyfrom 1936 onward (Sykes, 2016). In 1956, the last
remaining Briish troops departed from Egyptdtikiotis, 2016.
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Sudanwas under British rule from 1899, and gained its independence after 1956 (Sykes,
2016).

Tunisia was a French colony from 1881 and gained its independence in 1956 (Sykes,
2016).

Algeria was conqueredby the French in 1830 and gained its independence in 1963
(Vatikiotis, 2016).

Morocco was a French protectorate from 1912 and gained its independence in 1956
(Vatikiotis, 2016).

Libya was an Italian colony from 1911; however, it gained its independent@4in
established a monarchy in 1951, which was subsequently overthrown inC18@8land
& Bunton, 2016)

These countries were formally under the rule of the Ottoman Empire, until World War |,
but were later divided between Britain and France, in aecme to the SykeBicot

Agreement Cleveland & Bunton, 2016)

Syria became a French colony in 1918, and gained its independence in 1946 (Sykes,
2016).

Iraq was occupied by the British in World War I, and gained nhominal independence after
1932. Prior to 198, Jordan, Palestine, and Lebanon were all part of Greater Syria (Sykes,
2016).

Jordan was made a British Mandate territory after 1918, and gained its independence in
1946 Menaldo, 2012

Palestinealso became a British Mandate territory after 1918|dsttto Israel from 1948
to 1967. Palestine still fights for its independence and freedom from the occupying Israel
forces(Cleveland & Bunton, 2016)

Lebanonwas under French Mandate after 1918, and became desadlon1943 (Sykes,
2016).

Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Qatar, Bahrain, and the United Arab Emirates are all
considered new states, and only came into existence during the 1960s and 1970s. They
were mapped out of the region that, formally, had been under naval and military
protection of tle British, since the 1830¥tikiotis, 201§. PresenSaudi Arabia is still
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a fairly new state, and dates back to the 1930s, wh&eaait only emerged in the
1950s, when it appeared under Ir8aitish tutelageYemenwas historically delineated

to North and South YemerC{eveland & Bunton, 201650uth Yemen emerged because

of the exBritish colony at Aden, as well as a Marxisninist revolution. North Yemen
emerged because of a o6l oyalistd holdout,
Arabia. Northern and Southern Yemen combined in 1990; however, regional divisions
still remain Cleveland & Bunton, 2016).

3.3 Dictatorship in the MENA region

3.3.1 Mechanisms of totalitarianism
An authoritarian regime refers to a state governed by a solitary polder fidey, 2012),
which may be in the form of a dictator, a small group of political elitists, or a committee,
who completely monopolise political authority and power (Gause lll, 2011). The aim of
the authoritarian state is to maintain uncontested pallipower, while granting its
society a certain degree of freedom and liberty (Gause Ill, 2011). Such a state merely
attempts to maintain this position, and not alter the world with its ideologies, or change
human natureMenaldo, 2012)

By contrast, a t@litarian regime seeks to exercise control and monitor, practically all
aspects of <citizensd soci al |l ives (Gause
imposed onto the deepest reaches of societal organisation, completely controlling the
actionsand very thoughts of its citizens, and mobilises the whole population, to achieve

its goals (Cleveland & Bunton, 2016).

Totalitarianism is fuelled by the ambition of seeing its indoctrination coming to fruition,
and being practiced by the massesgighes to rule by employing ideological doctrines as
tools to realise this en(eveland & Bunton, 2016)5addafi also, sought to form allies
with many African countries, especially South Africa, on numerous occasions. Even
wi t hin Hitl eednployédmpnommganda asra tobl & retain their loyalty, as
they were not reliably indoctrinated, and, as such, not fully domin&ddland &
Bunton, 2016) A totalitarian regime is constantly aware that the threat of an internal
rebellion, is always m@sible and reab@ey, 2012)It should be noted that Gaddafi rotated

his affections and affinities, on many occasions, not only to the local tribes, but also to
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his very kin, namely his sons, in the hope of preventing an internal rebellion of some sorts
(Pargeter, 2012)

Indoctrination and terror increase the strength of the totalitarian movement. To illustrate
the Libyan case, Gaddafi systematically indoctrinated his people with the dictates of his
Green Book, a way of life that he carved for his peopksed on his system of
Jamahiriyyah Jdey, 2012)The Green Book outlined the social and economic lives of

the Libyan people. Terror and fear were instilled in the Libyan people, if they did not
adhere to iIits precedent s es, ih whicl leersonghtito par t
completely introduce a new era of socialisBo¢dwin, 2011)He set out and developed

a seltglorifying dictatorship that lasted for over forty years, and employed mechanisms

of fear, to perpetuate his rule. His rule is markethadongest in the MENA region, as

well as in the worldCleveland & Bunton, 2016)

In Irag, Saddam Hussein, was no different, utilising whatever means possible and
necessary to maintain his power, as was seen by the use of chemical weapons against the
minority Kurdish people@odge, 2012a)in Tunisia and Yemen, people suffered under
lengthy dictatorships, exploitation, corruption, violation of human rights and repression
(Dodge, 2012a)Bashar alAssad, the president of Syria, inflicted intolerable estirfig

on his people, and still does not express any remorse for his atrocious violation of human
rights gdey, 2012)The Gulf States, such as Bahrain and Oman, established hereditary
fiefdoms, and have resorted to crushing any opposition with heavy reackiiliouine

& Meziane, 2017).

Rule in the MENA regions, therefore, has been characterised, primarily, by dictatorships
and autocratic regimes, and the region has generally exhibited a poor record of upholding
human right§Pargeter, 2012)n addition the acquisition of power by dictators was often
illegitimate and illegal Dodge, 2012a)Muammar Gaddafi, for example, seized power
illegally through a military coup in 1969; however, he is considered to have had one of
the longest lasting rules on eamthereas Bashar Mssad succeeded to power, inherited
from his father Hafith aAssad Menaldo, 2012)This transition of power witnessed the
fastest amendment to the constitution, ever, in no more than fifteen minutes. In Egypt and
Yemen, Hosni Mubarakna Ali Abdullah Saleh, both intended to pass rule to their sons,
Gamal and Ahmad, respectivelydey, 2012)However, the Arab Spring did not allow
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their plans to come to fruition. The royal reginegsBahrain, Jordan, Morocco, Saudi
Arabia and Omanwere governed by absolute rule, which eventually led to the
development of widespread demonstratiddsdge, 2012a)These protests demanded a

constitutive monarchy, as well as more liberties for its citizens.

The critics are divided in their percepticaisoutthe roleof the Western superpowers,
notably the United States and the Soviet Union, in supporting the authoritarian regimes
in the MENA region. Bellin (2004: p. 148) asserts that,

€ a ut h ostaiegirthe Middle East and North Africa profitéidm the cold war,
reaping patronage from eastern and western great powers (sometimes simultaneously)
in return for the promise of reliable alliance in the fight for or against Communism.
But in contrast to other regions the authoritarian states in thdléighst and North

Africa did not see their sources of international patronage evaporate with the end of
the cold war or with America's subsequent reanimation with democracy, because
western interest in the region has been driven by multiple security rosntteat

survived the cold war.

Despite the belief of the critics who believdtht the Arab Spring was a conspiracy
designed by the United States, or Zionist mechanisms, to redesign the map of MENA, for
the people of the region, who suffered under abjeictg conditions, it wasn fact, a
desperate call for help. This call of help was initiated by a single Tunisian young man,
who did not know that through his act of setfimolation, he would change the course of
Arab history, foreverRrashad, 2012)

3.4 The Arab Spring

3.4.1 Background
Towards the end of the year 2010, and the start 2011, the Arab world witnessed a string
of interrelated protests and demonstrations, which have become known Amlhe
Spring(Ashley, 2011). Groundbreaking surges of demonstratiavhich included both
violent and norviolent protests, uprisings and eventually, civil wars, rippled across the
Arab world Aarts, Dijke, Kolman, Statema & Dahhan, 201&¢cording to Dabashi
(2012), the term\rab Springwas coined in reference to thewlutions of 1848, and the
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Prague Spring in 1968;hich wasalso referred to as tt&pringtime of NationsThe term

was also used in reference to the aftermath of the Iraqg War, in anticipation of a possible
democratisatioomovement in the Arab world (Dahlberg & Holmberg, 2014). Massad

was among the first to use the term, as an initial US strategy of directing the aims and
goals of the movement towards a more westednliberal interpretation of democracy
(Anderson, 2011)The events that unfolded have also come to be known &sldahast

Spring or Islamist Winter(Anderson, 2011). The Arab Spring could be attributed to
mounting political discontent of two rampant problems in the Arab region: a lack of
freedom and extensiveo r r upt i on. Il n the hope of remov
people want to bring down the regi meo, be
and demonstrations in the Arab workbpott, Teti & Sapsford, 2017: p. 2).

The initial wave started in Tusia on 18 December 2010, with the Tunisian revolution,
and spread throughout the countries of the Arab League and its surroundings (Dabashi,
2012). Syria, Yemen and Libya were among the first states to witness major insurrections.
In addition, Egypt andBahrain saw civil uprisings, followed by huge street
demonstrations in Jordan, Kuwait, Morocco, Algeria, Iraq and OEyadat & Schaefer,
2013).Even Saudi Arabia could not escape the wave, and witnessed protests on a minor
scale. These demonstrations e@ften met with violent attempts and responses from
authorities to suppress themytch, 2011).Conflicts between prgovernment militias

and countedemonstrators, resulted in the further fragmentation of an already disjointed
society Palacoura, 2012aMatthiesen (2013) argues thdgspite the variant aims and
objectives of the Arab Spring in the different states, they were primarily fuelled by a need
for state, social and economieformation This is especially true, in respect of the
uprisings in Tmisia. The ousting of the then President Ali followed, which might have
proven to be fortuitous, as it resulted in a transition from the former autocratic system of

governance, to a version of a constitutional democratic governiiattniesen, 2013).
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Map 2: Arab Spring statesKile:BlankMap-World6.svg

Even though the initial surge of revolutions and demonstrations didlgdrds the
middle of 2012, the implications of the Arab Spring areréaching, and the continuance

of largescale discourse conflicts in the region, have proven to be challenging for the state
reformation and thdemocratisatioprocessesAbbott, Teti& Sapsford, 2017)The most
radical discourse from the Arab Spring is the current civil wars that occurred in Syria, as

early as the second half of 2011.

The Arab Spring affected six of the twesttyo Arab League members, namely, Syria,
Yemen, Bahrain, Unisia, Egypt and Libya (Matthiesen, 20B8ynen, Moore, Salloukh

& Zahar, 2012)These states withessed fblbwn upheavals, with multiple implications,

such as, a) the unseating of dictatorial leaders; b) severe internal fragmentation and

struggle, angc) state fragmentation (Brynenal.,2012).

The first six countries to be involved in uprisings may not have experienced a genuinely
democratic political system, automatically (see Table 1). Regarding the ousting of
leaders, the popular insurrectiangEgypt and Tunisia were successful in the ousting of

Hosni Mubarak and Zaine El Abidine Ben Ali, respectively (see Table 1).
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Table 2: List of Arab Spring states and related events

Country Events
Tunisia President Zaine EAbidine Ben Ali was ousted and his government overthrown.
Egypt President Hosni Mubarak was ousted and his government overthrown.

Leader Muammar Gaddafi was killed, following a civil war that saw foreign military

Libya intervention, and his governmemterthrown.
Yemen President Ali Abdullah Saleh was ousted and power handed over to a national unit]
government.

Svria President Bashar-#ssad faces civil uprising against his rule that deteriorates into g
y rebellion, and eventual fuicale civil wa.

Bahrain Civil uprising against the government crushed by authorities, and-faliditervention.

Kuwait, Lebanon and Oman Government changes implemented, in response to protests.

Morocco and Jordan Constitutional reforms implemented, in responspraiests.

Saudi Arabia, Sudan, Mauritania | Protests

Scholars in various fields have tried to explain the causal factors of the Arab Spring, but
the prominent reasons include, widespread corruption, economic stagnation and poor
living conditions, along with repressive political conditions and security ceetrs, as

well as the lack of fair elections in most of the countries of the MENA region (Dodge,
2012a; Hussain & Howard, 2012; Ismael, Ismael & Perry, 2015; Lesch & Haas, 2016).

3.4.2 Causes of the Arab Spring
Many scholars have indicated that there are somewhat difficulties with providing a full

explanation for the timing and immediate causes of the Arab Spring €#ertsrson,

2014; Aras, & Falk, 2015; Jamoul, 2012; Maddeitzman, 2015)According to the
researcher, this is partially due to the stitisettled dusstatus quo of the MENA region.
However, it is possible to explain the driving factors behind the protest movement, and

why some uprisings succeeded in toppling regimes, and others did not.

Dictatorial regimes have not always been successful in the provision of a sustainable
democracy for their people, and have often invested in state security, at the expense of
human security (Gause Ill, 2011). The Arab Spring mativated by a lack of effective
democracy support (Moghadam, 2013). In addition, the impact of the downward spiral
of international economics had considerable damaging effects on vulnerable groups in
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society, as opposed to the ruling governments of these groups. It is precisely for this

reason that Arab societies initiated political change (Asréd.,2012).

3.4.2.1 Lack of effective governance
According toJamoul (2012)the Arab Spring started with the Tunisian Revolution,

spurred on by the selinmolation of Mohamad Bouazizi, on 18 DecemB610,
initially, in response to police corruption and ill treatment. Generally, most Arab
citizens suffer under severe economic strife and impossible social conditions
(Lynch, 2011).

Social issues such as widespread poverty, constant inflation, fegdgprices,
human rights violations and high unemployment rates, are some of the more
pertinent challenges, faced by the Arab world, on a larger scale (Salih, R013).
addition to the internal social challenges, the Arab world has been under scrutiny
for its lack of state policy implementation, social freedom and its obvious display
of corruption on all levels. This initial incident destabilised the foundations of Arab

patriarchal regimes and leaders across the Arab states.

3.4.2.2 Dictatorships and political indequacies
Political reasons that led to the Arab Spring may be considered the most pertinent

and prominent of all. The dictatorial and autocratic system of governance, in most
Arab states, was conducted in isolation, to the exclusion of the will of treemas
and could be considered the most obvious cause. A didtgtassa fofim of
governmentwhere a country or a group of countries is ruled by one person or
political entity, and exercised through various mechanisms to ensure that the

entity's power remains strongo (Bellin,

In an autocratic government, the president is considered amayid his word is

final (Goodwin, 2011).Therefore, the legislative, executive and judicial powers
were not separated in most Arab states, including Libya, Iraq, Syria and Yemen.
History has revealed that unlimited and unchecked power, in the handsgfea
person or group, will ultimately result in the suppression of rights and powers of all
others Dodge, 2012b)Therefore, the separation of these powers is crucial, to
prevent the abuse of power, to protect freedom for all, and is an essentialtelemen

for successful, as well as efficient governar@ieyeland & Bunton, 2016)
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However, as these three organs of state were not separated in most Arab countries,
no checks were in place to ensure that they interacted with each other in an equitable
and bdanced fashionNlenaldo, 2012)In addition, laws prohibiting freedom of
political expression, rigged elections, corruption, banned formation of trade unions
and political parties were the order of the day. Basic human rights, including the
right to vote feely and fairly, were disallowed in most Arab countries, often
resulting in the persecution and eventual imprisonment of the perpetrators
(Menaldo, 2012)Such policies developed dissatisfaction with the government
among the masses, which resulted inweakening of the internal social fabric,

and eventually, the dissipation of national unity.

When people are under the rule of a dictator, the populace, generally, is unable to
voice their feelings of dissatisfaction with the regime, for fear of attraattegtion

from the authorities@iodge, 2012a)As a result, reporting any form of problem,
such as crimes, or issues pertaining to social and health services are generally
avoided. A dictatorship thrives on this sense of fear, and is one of the many tools
used to retain the status quo. As a result, people suffer, and silently endure the
shortages of life, under a hostile regintéandy, 2012) In this manner, the
population continue to live in a state of deprivation and misery, giving rise,
eventually, toebellion and war (Dodge, 2012a). This was one of the driving factors

that prompted the demonstrations, leading up to the Arab Spring.

3.4.2.3 Restriction of freedom and violation of human rights
The assurance of human and political rights for all citizens, is ainthe

fundamentals on which any State and society is founded (Bellin, 2012). Arab states
have grossly neglected their duty to provide their citizens with freedom of speech
and free elections (Anderson, 2011). To this ehatlson, Iskandar and Kirk (2016)
view that the Arab region still suffers from bad political systems and a general
deficit of free and fair electoral systems. Widespread corruption in government,
corruption and state of emergency laws, coupled with restraints on freedom of

speech, have toe addressed in order to prevent future uprisings in the region.
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3.4.2.4 Social discontent
Despite having earned in excess of three trillion dollars from oil revenues, over the

last thirty years, economic despair and social dissatisfaction remain widespread in
the MENA region. The people in the MENA region have expressed their
dissatisfaction and awareness of the poor state of their countries, in the light of
existing models, which they wished their states to simubelge, 2012b)Non
participatorygovernments in the region have excluded public participation in the
administrative system of their countries (Menaldo, 2012). The people, therefore,
desired to regain their original role, which allowed for active participation in the

management of theircont r i e s, i ncl udi nigdamtyh20i2y count

This sense of dissatisfaction was fortified by a general sefsmjustice,
humiliation, marginasaion, and feelings of frustration towards the existing
regimes which fuelled the slogarthe p®ple want to overthrow the regime
(Menaldo, 2012)However, the Arab Spring was not exclusively powered by social
dissatisfaction with the economic state, injustice, corruption and poor social
conditions, which was not sufficient to initiate a revolutidnstead, it was
accompanied by a general sense of injustice against the regime itself, because it is
the sense that drives the people to chgGg®mdwin, 2011).

In Egypt and Tunisia, it was exactly that sense of injustice, which led to the ultimate
deposition of their dictators; however, this was not the case in Libya, Syria, Bahrain
and Saudi Arabia (Kukcu, 2012).

3.4.2.5 Security
Security in the MENA region has alwapsen extremely volatile, with multiple

interlinking threats to the internal and external security, and is linked to economic
and political legitimacy Cleveland & Bunton, 2016)Simultaneously, MENA
states have conflatedgime securityvith national sectity, where the ruling elite
families have pursued dangerous survival strategies, to retain and maintain control
over state formation processes in the last centdayndy, 2012)External security
alliances met internal needs, by reinforcing the secufitlyeoregimes, which, to a
large extent, was to the prejudice of their own societies, as it was against
neighbouring state©pdge, 2012)
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3.4.2.6 Demographic trends and structural imbalances
In most MENA states, the current level of welfare expenditure anstribdtive

mechanisms are unsustainable in the {@rgn (Weyland, 2012). It will become
necessary to reformulate the social contract, through the introduction of charges for
services, such as water and electriddpdge, 2012)This is one of théactors that

led to the Arab Spring, as well as social tensidresques & Fandrich, 201an
addition, the rapid population growth and the lack of employment opportunities for
the youth have resulted in major threats to {ergn stability and securitynithe

MENA region, which has one of the fastest growing populations in the world.

During the preArab Spring period, unemployment was a major Hemmn
challenge faced by regimes, but grossly ignored and neglected by them. The MENA
regimes failed to formlate operative strategies to address the structural foundation
of the labour imbalanceC{eveland & Bunton, 2016)Therefore, employment to
citizens entering the job market was not guaranteed, and the crucial insufficiencies
in the educational systems,opuced graduates, who lacked the qualifications to

enter the private sector.

3.4.2.7 Low economic growth
Complex economic, social and political changes and transition resulted in the

MENA region, not only because of the political reasonghefArab Springbut

also because of the economic reasons from the global economic(itédils &
Awadallah, 2013) It is vital for the MENA region to develop an economic
structure, in order to increase workable developments of the welfare of its society
(Dodge, 2012). Osai (23) asserts that, in reference to the Egyptian revolution,
Egypt had suffered a plausible income gap under the leadership of Mubarak, which,
according to him, was one of the main causes of the initial uprising. Arab citizens
across most states, includingiza, live on less than two dollars a day, despite the
rich natural resources, wealth and oil reserves of the country (Weyland, 2b&2).
second major cause of the Arab Spring, or possible factor, is the state of rampant
unemployment in the Arab region.l&rge percentage of Arab youth, in most Arab
states, are unemployed, reaching the twémoitly percent mark\laghrabi & Salam,
2013).
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3.4.2.8 External causes of the Arab Spring
It should be noted that many events clearly impacted on their ability to implement

demaracy and exercise political freedom. The 9/11 attack in the USA, and its
continualwar on terrorcampaign, was employed by the western super powers, to
increase the violation of human rights and facilitate the role of the military court
(Anderson, 2012)The soecalledwar on terrorplayed an even bigger role in the
later domino effecof the Arab Spring. The failure of the USA in its campaign
against terror, specifically the USIAd Iraq One, was a mere strategy of supposed
imported democracy. In additiorthe conflicting political status quo of the
Palestiniarisrael conflict, and the failure of the USA to effectively bring about
peace in that region, might have been a tenable factor in the initial causes of the
revolution Hudsonet al.,2016)

The exammation of the geographic positions of many Arab states, allows for a
deeper insight into the root international causes of the Arab Spring. Firstly, Egypt
is the largest Arab state, and the first state to sign a peace accord with Israel
(Dalacoura, 2012a)This might have influenced and fuelled the uprisings of
discontented civilians. Simultaneously, Mubarak maintained a firm alliance with
the USA. In summary, all of these factors appear to have played a considerable role
in triggering, as well as contribng to the uprisings across the region, and, despite
the common motivations beneath the surface of the events, their outcomes varied

from country to country, depending on a combination of factors.

3.5 MENA states and the Arab Spring

3.5.1 The Tunisian revolution
Tuni siabs revolution was also known as th
Re v ol yEl-Kkhawas, 2012: p. 1)Iit was the first popular uprising to topple an
established government in the MENA region, since the Iranian revolution of 1979, and
unfolded in three phase&6odwin, 2011) Firstly, the suicide of the young Tunisian
street vendor, Mohammed Bouazizi, when he set himself alight on Becémber 2010,
in the city of Sidi Bouzid, to protest his treatment at the hands of the authorities
(Pomerance, 2016His attempted suicide was his reaction to his cart being confiscated

by the local police. He eventually succumbed to the trauma of severe burn wounds on
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Wednesday, 4 January 2011. His action of defiance and dissatisfaction with the
oppress/e regime, echoed the feelings of thousands of Tunisians, who took to the streets
on 18 December 2010, in support of his ideals, and protest against the current state of
affairs in Tunisia. Demonstrations erupted in his rural hometown, trailed by similar
protests in other regions of the country, resulting in a brutal security crackdown on
protesters by the regime, news of which rapidly spread throughout the country, via social
media platformsJdey, 2012)

Secondly, on reaching the capital, Tunis, tegime responded to protests with more
brutality, leading to the arrest of many demonstrators, activists, and a complete shutdown
of the internetPomerance, 2016Yhe Tunisian revolution was also rightfully entitled,

t he ARevol ut i o norégaimthechunmamdighity of the Tunistam pedple,

in the face of abject destitution, under the rule of its dictator, Zaine El Abi@wad{vin,

2011) Thousands of protestors expressed their dissatisfaction with the current conditions
in the country, thabsence of social justice, widespread corruption, and the lack of social
justice in the ruling regime. Demonstrations rippled through the country, including
several cities in Tunisia, causing injuries to numerous demonstrators, and leading to the
death ofmany Qodge, 2012)

Although the protests that erupted in Sidi Bouzid were spontaneous, they were
characterised by a level of organisation and sophistication. The Sidi Bouzid brameh of t
Tunisian General Labour Union (Frenthion Générale Tunisienrd Travail,UGTT)

was engaged in the uprising from day one, and is considered a stronghold, as well as a
major driving force behind the initial prote§tK u K ¢ u.,It was @phrRed by incidents

in nearby towns of Menzel Bouziane and Regueb, when palied krotestors, causing
regional protests to become a nationwide uprisitar{erance, 2016) hese protests led

to the third stage of the revolution, forcing President Ben Ali to dismiss a number of
ministers, including the Minister of Internal Affailgmerance, 2016). He assumed that
reshuffling his cabinet, and promising to create 300,000 jobs would pacify the masses,
but it was too late, as protestors called for regime change and his removal from power.
After addressing the nation, in an attemptet@in power, Ben Ali r@pened the blocked
social media platforms, such as YouTube, after five years of blocking, and slightly
reduced some food prices, but the revolution only intensified, until it reached the capital
(Dodge, 2012h)
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On 14 January 201Ben Ali and his family fled the country, taking refuge in Saudi
Arabia, bringing an end to one of the Arat
2016) On the same day, Prime Minister Mohamed Ghannouchi announced his temporary
assumption of the presncy of the Republic, due to the deficiency of the President to
perform his duties. A state of emergency and a curfew was declared, in accordance to
Article 56 of the Constitution (Pomerance, 2016). However, on 15 December 2011, the
Constitutional Councitlecided to resort to Article 57 of the Constitution, and declared
the vacancy of the presidential post. Subsequently, on 16 January 2011, the Constitutional
Council declared the temporary assumption of the Presidency by Fusldbalzah,
pending the presahtial elections Goodwin, 2011) The Tunisian revolution is
considered a victory for people power, and marks the first time that an Arab dictator was

successfully removed by a revolution, ratherthancmu p d 6 ®t at .

3.5.2 The Egyptian revolution
The Egyptian reelution was also known as th@anuary 28 Revolutiord a date

determinedy various youth groups to correspond with the annual Egyfii@ite day

i n protest against the increasing police &
presidencyDodge, 2012a: p. 6T.hroughout Egypt, the protests against police brutality,

the stateof-emergency laws, fraudulent elections, corruption, political suppression, and
rampant unemployment, escalating food prices, -iltmome rates, abject living

conditiors, and inadequate demographic structural factors, were repBaeate(ance,

2016) The protests of 6 April 2011, particularly, were in response to the police brutality,

as well as human rights violations by police officers, which were captured on several

video recordingsomerance, 2016)

Initially, the police force and central security violently reacted to the protesters, by using
of live ammunition in the province of Suez. In these clashes, more than twenty young
men were killed, causing the people afe3 to emerge in droves, in mass protests and
demonstrations (Anderson, 2014). This was subsequently trailed by similar protests,
which took on a transformative quality. Mass protests were no longer against police
brutality, strictly, but against the dirkving conditions, political repression, social

inequity, and a corrupt regime under the presidency of Mub®adige, 2012a)
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According toAbaza (2014)the Egyptian Revolution was considered a headless one that
developed spontaneously and sporadicakyceived by some, as a domino effect of the
Tunisian Revolution. Late in the afternoon, on 28 January 2011, armed forces appeared
in the Square of Cairo, and by fitleirty, declared a curfew in the cities of Cairo,
Alexandria and Suez (Abaza, 2014). hits of this declaration, droves of protestors took

to the streets in defiance, and were met
police forces became disjointed in front of the masses that stormed the phAibara,(

2014) The police forces refragul from targeting the protesters, who continued in Tahrir
Square Pomerance, 2016)The status quo continued, until the announcement of the
Presidents Mubarakodés resignation, on 11 F
with a brief statement by VieBresident Omar Suleiman, announcing that the post will

be assigned to the Supreme Council of the Armed Forces, to manage the affairs of the

country.

The Supreme Council assumed the administrative responsibilities of Egypt for a period
of eighteen months, imessingdemonstrations and strikes during its occupancy, until the

el ection Mudammad MubdAaynynth d, Musr stolfAedZaseSw ad r
2014). The election of President Mursi was historic, as he was considered the first
democratically elected ke of state in the 5000 years of Egyptian history. The rule of
President Mursi lasted for one year (June 2012 to July 2013), also witnessing a number
of demonstrations, strikes and roadblocks. President Mursi delivered a temporary
constitutional declaratio in 2012 that effectively granted him unrestricted powers,
including the power to legislate, free from judicial checks, or reviews of his acts
(Pomerance, 2016). This developed into the hasty drafting of a new constitution by the
Islamistdominated condtitional assembly. It was presented to the president, scheduled
for a referendum, before the Supreme Constitutional Court could rule on the
constitutionality of the assembly, and was described by independent press agencies, as
anl sl a mi snbt aligreduvihothe regiméAbaza, 2014: p. 168). These issues, in
addition to the grievances highlighting the prosecutions of journalists, and attacks on non
violent demonstrators, fuelled the 2012 Egyptian protests. To address these issues, Mursi
withdrew the derees, and amended the constitution, which was approved by

approximately two thirds of the voters (Dodge, 2012b).
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On 30 June 2013, demonstrations against President Mursi were met by those in support
of him, and on 3 July 2013, a General Abdel Fattebislunseated President Mursi from
office byc o u p dft@r@e duhe, 2013 Egyptian protests (Anderson, 2014). The event
caused major divisions, internally in the country, and externally, in terms of international
relations, and led to major protests dpmaktles between the army and the Muslim

Brotherhood as well as their supportgkbaza, 2014).

3.5.3 The Yemeni revolution
Yemen suffers severe economic undewelopment, has a shifting political landscape,

and a tribal societyYemeni society is currently iBtvery fragmented and under
developed Cole & McQuinn, 2015) The Yemeni revolutions were fuelled by the
dissatisfaction of the Libyan youth, with their dire social conditions and poor living
conditions to which they were subjected (Jdey, 2012). Thesgisotwere initially
peaceful, and were influenced by the wave of demonstrations in the MENA region of
2011. The revolution erupted on Friday, 11 February 2011, which later became known as

the &riday of Angegq in reference to the fall of the Mubarak regifddey, 2012: p. 70)

The Tunisian and Egyptian revolutions particularly influenced this revolution, after the
deposition of Presidents Bin Ali and Mubarak, respectively. The revolution was headed
by Yemeniyouth, in addition to opposition parties, who demanded regime change, and
the deposition of the President Ali Abdullah Saleh, whose despotic rule lasted for thirty
three years (Krieg, 2017). They also demanded political, economic and social reform.
The fadors that influenced the organisation of demonstrations, as well as informing the
masses, were the use of online social media platforms, such as Facebook and Twitter
(Anderson, 2011).

The March demonstrations are of particular significance to the Yereeoiution, as

they signalled the decision of many Islamic clergies, social personalities and tribal chiefs
to join the cause of the revolutiqddey, 2012) This was prompted by General Ali
Muhsen alAhmar, who witnessed the martyrdom of fitiyo young paceful protesters,

on 21 March 2011, known as the massacre of Jumdigharama in the square of Sana
(Arjomand, 2015). Iraddition, seven hundred protesters were wounded by sniper fire,

which was later alleged to have been under the command of the Republiard, and
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t he rul i ng (Anjanand,y2018) The Ipresidene denied this allegation, and
claimed that the snipers were from the adjacent provinces.

Despite the significant number of resignations of ministers that occurred subsequent to
AliMuhse nds joining of the revolution, a sl ov
bought President Saleh enough time tamange his document€dle & McQuinn,

2015) In an attempt to address the situation, President Saleh hastily tried to set out a
resdution for the government, by assigning more tasks to it, as he feared more
resignations of his ministers. Proceedings continued between the opposition, who wanted
change, and Saleh, eventually leading to armed clashes between regime loyalists and
tribal militants (Arjomand, 2015).

President Ali Abdullah Saleh left Yemen oduhe 2011, and headed to Saudi Arabia for
treatment, after the presidential palace was hit by a shell on 3 JundAtgdrhand,

2015) President Saleh returned to Yemen in Septembgt,2and in November, later
that year, signed the Gulf Initiative, wherein he delegated his powers to the deputy,
Abderrabh Mansour Hadi, a former armed forces fielttshal. Subsequently, in January
2012, he left Yemen, and headed to the United Statdsefitment Cole & McQuinn,

2015)

Constitutional powers were assigned to Deputy Abderrabh Mansour Hadi until the
election of a new president (Cole & McQuinn, 2015). The nomination of Abderrabh
Mansour Hadi, as a compromise candidate, was announceae foretsidential elections

in Yemen. Hadi generally enjoyed the broader support of the Yemeni people before the
elections, and was supported by other parties, tribesmen, religious scholars and youth of

the Yemeni peaceful revolutigArjomand, 2015).

3.5.4 The Syrian revolution
The Syrian revolution was also known#® free Syrian revolutidnand was considered

a national revolt against the corruption and the repression of human rights, as well as
freedom of the Syrian people (Khan, 2014: p. 3). A rangewichstrations and protests
challenged the authority of President Bashar Al Assad, in an unprecedented manner for

the SyriansKhan, 2014) Syria was also affected by the wave of massive and widespread
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demonstrations that had erupted throughout the Araingda in 2011, and particularly
so, by the Tunisian and Egyptian revolutigAgomand, 2015)

These demonstrations were sparked when children from one of the Daraa districts, wrote
slogans on the walls of schools, invoking political reform and freedalay( 2012)

Their actions were met by Syrian security forces, who arrested and subjected them to
torture. The parents of the arrested children demanded their release from the authorities;
however, Brigadier Atef Na giidpatchimgdrgopsriod e d t «
storm the Omariy Mosque, with helicopters and spdoiaes(Arjomand, 2015)The

families were mercilessly massacred.

This event marked the onset of the Syrian Revolution, and was mainly led by young
Syrians, who called for polititaeconomic and social reform and raised the slogan,
freedom, freedonfArjomand, 2015). Initially it was fuelled by a call for freedom, but
transformed into a call to remove President Bashar al Assad from his position of authority
(Arjomand, 2015)

Demongrations spread for the first time in dozens of Syrian cities, during March 2011,

and included Damascus, Homs, Hama, Lattakia, Daraa, Banias, Qamishli and several
ot her areas, under the slogan Atopple the
Syrian security forces and intelligence, faced demonstrators with live bullets, leaving
behind many casualties and wounded civilians. The movement continually expanded in
numbers, and after the violent suppression of the revolution by the forces, the Fare Syri

Army was formed Fawcett, 2016)

3.5.5 The Bahrain protests
The Bahrain protests have also been referred to a§#erb and (Rosé revolutions,

inspired by youth, who wanted to adopt a peaceful approach to the protests (Ashour,
2015: p. 5). Bahrain is arbsolute monarchy, ruled by King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa,
since 1999 Matthiesen, 2013)In February and March of 2011, Bahrain experienced
peaceful popular protests, followed by brutal government repression, which left over
thirty demonstrators and innattebystanders deceaselti¢y, 2012) The protests were
again led by independent youth, alongside other opposition groups, including the liberal,
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national and bathite groups, who all demanded freedom and democracy as a right granted

by state and religiorFawcett, 2016)

In addition, the revolution demanded political reform, and was not led by a particular
party, personality or entity, but by the peop{éaén, 2014) Prominent opposition leaders
were sentenced to lengthy jail terms, and over forty Shideques, as well as other
religious structures were demolished (Fawcett, 2016). The protesters called for political
reform and equality for the majority Shia population of Bahrain, with many demanding
the downfall of the ruling familyThe revolution was @racteised by many criticisms

and doubts, but the international community stood by the political and government reform
(Fawcett, 2016).

The Bahraini government has since, tightened its grip on Bahrain, by deploying the
I sl andds s hi e lupposadtoberpserved th medolvewngernationsl disputes,
and foreign attacks on one of the GCC countries. This has resulted in widespread, and
bitter criticism of the Bahraini government (Cheilrttal.,2010).

3.6 Outcomes of the Arab Spring

3.6.1 Clashes betweempposition forces
Disagreements have been observed among various forces, who previously, had
been united under the common goal of opposing the existing repressive regimes,
but are now disunited about the intended direction for the future of the country, o
state Khan, 2014) In addition, the principles and philosophies to be adopted, to
reinforce the new institutions and practices, as well as who should yield power to
whom, and the mechanisms involved in doing so, are issues that still remain highly
contentious (Khan, 2014). These disputes are not limited to dialogue only, but
sadly, have deteriorated into violent clashes among opposing fiviezsl(lo,
2012) Additionally, one of the most formidable challenges faced by the proponents
of participatory anehon-corrupt governments in the Arab World, are the numerous

serious economic problems faced by the region, as a {Mlakthiesen, 2013)

However, the outcome of the Arab Spring is not astonishing. The Arab World, as

the rest of the world, cannot be transformed completely in a matter of a years, let
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alone months. For the last five decades, the MENA region has been riddled with
societal fraatres and fault lines along economic, cultural, regional and ideological
boundaries. Boundaries, division and sectarianism are deeply entrenched in Arab
society, further exacerbated by ethnic, regional and sectarian divisions. These
divisions may have begqe- or post Arab Spring and range from regional, secular,

sectarian to culturgMatthiesen, 2013)

In the next sections, the conflicts that arose, subsequent to the Arab Spring, are

discussed.

3.6.2 Cultural divides and conflicts
The cultural divide, foundn the Arab world, is largely attributed to its stark

economic divisions. In the Arab world, more religiously, or Islamically inclined
citizens, generally, belong to an economically dedgantaged class, while the
secularists enjoy economic and educatignavileges. The cultural and class fault
line in the Arab states is further demonstrated in the unbah divide, where the

secular ideology is largely followed by the urban populatitmaf, 2014)

The cultural, political, and economic divides in #hmab world, in turn, reflect the
experience of its people, with the notion of modernity, and the unfinished
transitional form of state and government, alongside the consequences of these
divides @Al Nahed, 2015) Therefore, the responses of the Arab Wadddthe
consequences of the Arab Spring, have also vasplasito, Sonn & Voll, 2015)

It could also be argued that the current rise of IslamismAu@gi Spring, may well

be reactionary, in part, to the effects of modsion with its outcomes, as wels

the effects of the Arab Spring, and may be simply another evolutionary step in the
Arab worl dbés i nisaop(Ballini2018). i nt o moder n

These reactions may also be demonstrated in the rise of a new political Islam. The
rise of political IslanpostArab Spring was largely a consequence of the traditional
and religious sectors of Arab society, who felt marginalised and inadequately
compensated by the previous despotic regiraspdsitoet al.,2015) The merge

of an Islamist intellectual and ptital activists approach, as well as the reaction to
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t he Arab Spring, i's well d e mMahda partyat ed b
Rashid Ghannushi (Ayeb, 2011).

Islamist forces in the MENA region are well restricted, with the exception of Iran,
a nm-Arab country that withessed the success of the revolution, ultimately leading
to the establishment of an Islamic governmé&sippsitoet al.,2015) However, in

most Arab countries, the Islamists represented the primary opposition to the
existing regimesAnother form of division among various groups in the Arab
world, since the Arab Spring, focuses on the actual and real primary ideational
motivation of the Arab Spring. Various groups argue that the uprisings may not
have been inspired by Islam, necesgabut rather by the ideals of a western

interpretation of democrac¥§positoet al.,2015)

Currently, seven years after the eruption of the Arab Spring in the MENA region,
as well as the fall of old regimes, these very forces that fought the regiraes,
competing with secular opponents for the control of power to determine the future
of their societies (Ajami, 2012). Despite the various divisions and disputes among
these groups and forces, the demands and desires of all, remain fundamentally
similar, namely, the achievement of fair political representation, the provision and
protection of basic human rights, the preservation of human dignity and the
development of an equitable socioeconomic structure (Ajami, 2012). Section A
provided the historical lekground of the MENA region, as well as the
characteristics that are unique and peculiar to these Arab states. It also included a
summary of the causes, consequences and outcomes of the Arab Spring for the
MENA region. The next chapter provides an overvigWibya, commencing with

the historical, cultural, geographical, political and economic background.

3.6.3 The process of democratisation
3.6.3.1 Democratisation in MENA
The process of democratisation in the MENA regions have been widely studied in
literature, and me specifically, the factors that have impeded it, or contributed to
the resilience of its authoritarian sta{@eresford, 2015)The Arab uprisings of
2010 and 2011 have punctured the strength of the authoritarian regimes, witnessing

the reautocratisatin of Egypt, complete regime collapse in Libya, Yemen and
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Syria, and the flexibility of monarchical dictatorial governments of Jordan,
Morocco, and the GulfH]-Khawas, 2012)This brings to light the prospect for
democratisation in the MENA regions, and, in fact, the longived

authoritarianism night, might be coming to an eBdKhawas, 2012)

The initial stages in the process of democratisation are generated by a need of the
masses to be empowered with social and political freedom. In adgeopje
demand, and require, and will eventually acquire basic human rights, as well as
civic freedoms that were absent in the previous regiEleKllawas, 2012)
Freedom of access to varying bases of information flourishes, and the formation of
political paties are allowed for equal political competition, where later elections
are held, and continue to be held, regularly and frdelsbPetersidest al.,2012)
Winners are openly declared, and subsequently take up seats in parliament, or
positions of exedive office. This is followed by the drafting and revision of
constitutions. If the process is successful, then the transformation of the regime
results in its acquisition of a new status, by being admitted to the international club

of real existing demoacies(REDs)(El-Khawas, 2012).

However, the abovementioned factors, especially parliamentary elections and
political liberaisaions, have ensured authoritarian stability in some countries,
especially in the MENA regionE{-Khawas, 2012)In the MENA regons, an
authoritarian collapse was initiated in Egypt, Tunisia, Libya and Yemen, in the
immediate reverberation of the Arab uprisings of 2011. Egypt and Tunisia,
therefore, have appeared to be feasible for democratic transition, whereas while
Libya, Yemenand Syria are riddled with civil war and political unrd3abashi,

2012)

The literature on politics in the Arab world has persistently enigpdthghe
resilience of authoritarianism on various grounds. A number of factors have been
considered responsifor the lack of democracy in the MENA region, as well as
those impeding serious attempts at democratisation, or even abortive ones at
liberalisation. They are presented in the following sections, under institutional,

political, economic and gestrategigperspectivesabashi, 2012)
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3.6.3.2 Regime legitimacy and the authoritarian rule in the MENA regions
The issue of regime legitimacy is a very sensitive one, especially in Middle Eastern

societies, where rulers are not elected, based on competitive elettyoas,(
2011, p: 47. However, the Maghreb states, afterwards, possessed a good deal of

legitimacy, in terms of freedom from colonial r§Ruignan & Gann, 2013).

In Algeria, for example, théront de Libération NationaldFLN) made their
successful revolutionary struggle central to their governing philosophy, but lost
legitimacy at the end of the 19803o&bPetersideet al., 2012). The regime,
however, did survive the resultant civil discord, and as result, did not regain any
real institutional legitimacy. The Ben Ali regime in Tunisia came to power in
November 1987, and was essentially based on a palace Raignén & Gann,
2013).The regime, however, wasted its legitimacy by prémag the state for the
benefit of close affiated families and allies JoabPetersideet al., 2012).
Subsequent to the Jasmine Revolution, Tunisia has commenced with the long and
difficult process of institution&ding a new, more genuinely legitimate government
(EI-Khawas, 2012)Morocco, as a mmarchy, possesses a special measure of
legitimacy, and the late King Hasan Il sought to reinvent himself into a more
benevolent ruler, and promoted political change, which included the involvement
of traditionally opposition partieE(-Khawas, 2012)His son, Muhammad VI,

tried to hasten the pace of reform, but the primary secamomic problems still

remain severe.

In Libya, Gaddafi initially possessed revolutionary legitimacy, after having over
thrown the | dr9gsds monar ¢yngh, 201dp: 469 6 9 ,
However, he lost his legitimacy with the institution of brutal repression of his
people El-Khawas, 2012)The new Libyan order is evidently uncertain, where the
interim government, known as the National Transitional Council, currently owns
temporary legitimacy, due to its removal of the Gaddafi redDuggnan & Gann,
2013.In terms of realising real regimeditimacy, Libya has to build institutions

that will address, contain, and integrate the various demands of different members

of society.
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Tribal identities remain very much central to Libyan life, and establishing a
working system, regarded as legitimatethe majority of the societyand would
require a form of power and wealsharing among the tribes. However, Libya is
flooded with weapons, and control, over use of force, will be the most daunting task
of the new authoritiesq-Khawas, 2012)

The MENA region countries are in different stages of the democratisation process,
but there is no promise that this will result in a true democracy. In terms of the
process, Tunisia is much more developed in opening the institutional fundamentals

of democracy, Wwereas Libya is only in the initial stag&ufgnan & Gann, 2013).

Morocco, for example, has established political pluralism and supposed
constitutional reform, even though the monarchy sustainserpieent power,
ruling, as well as reigningl¢abPetergle et al.,2012).Algeria also owns a degree

of democratic reform, in the form of political parties and free press, but the

liberalisaion of political life has remained purely theoretical up to this point.

3.6.3.3 The manipulation of political parties by the &te
In Arab states, the rule is authoritarian, implying that civil society and opposition

political parties have been weakened, as a result of being subjected to state
manipulation (Diamond, 2010). Manipulation was imposed on the electoral
processes, thugh the construction of effective patron client relationships. In
addition, the autocratic rule was libesatl, to include and copt oppositionJoab
Petersidest al.,2012).

3.6.3.4 Coercive mechanism of the Arab states
The Arab world is known to emplogoercive mechanisms and institutions, and

have the capacity, as well as the will to repress democratic initiatives, originating
from society El-Khawas, 201 Their military and security expenditures, when
compared to similar sized states, is significaritigher. This implies that the
military is afforded excessive indulgences, in order to maintain the status quo of

the ruling partyHamzawy & Ottaway, 2009)

3.6.3.5 Financial independence
The existence of rentier and serantier states in the MENA region led the

financial independence of many Arab regimes, especially the Gulf States, from
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societal pressures to conform to Western democtdamngawy & Ottaway, 2009).
Therefore, this financial independence allowed Arab states to cultivate and
implement their ow policies, free from public, or international opinion and
interference. The rentier state system implies that rulers have no need to seek
legitimacy for their policies through competitive political proces3eal{Peterside

et al.,2012).

3.6.3.6 Civil and international war
Most states in the MENA region have witnessed civil and external international

wars, leading to a dependence on their respective militaries. This reliance on
military, to enforce adherence, resulted in the systemic inclusion of the military
wing into the nternal politics, and the domestic econoflpadawi, Makdisi and
Milante (2011) argue thahé¢ Arab world is different, with regard to the impact of
conflicts on democracy; while conflicts have led, for whatever reasons, to a
subsequent democratisatioropess in other regions, in the Arab world they have
not (Elbadawket al.,2011, p. 2).

Chapter three provided a historical overview and background of the MENA region. The
chapter also highlights the major causes of the Arab Spring in the MENA, commetitting

the Tunisian revolution and concluding with all ensuing protests in neighbouring Arab states.
A discussion of the major outcomes of theld Springs also provided, lghlighting

resultant cultural divides and conflicts. Lastly, the researcher detiie process of

democratisation in the MENA, and factors preventingl&gelopmenin the region.
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4 CHAPTER FOUR: RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

4.1 Introduction
Thischaptemprovides a discussion on the research methodology in relation to the methods used

for the collection and interpretation thfe empiricalsurvey materialThe researcher provides

a rationale for the use of both a qualitative and quantitative methodolagigadach in this

current study. The research setting, the study design, the rationale for the study, as well as the
sampling techniques used to recruit the respondents/participants, are presented. The methods
of data collection and data analysis are @rpld, and the ethical considerations, applied in this

study, are detailed.

4.2 Essence ofesearch methodology
The selected specific philosophy for any research is linked to the practical implications of the

study (Glatthorn & Joyner, 2005). Quantitativeds&és have philosophical differences with
gualitative studies. The former focuses on facts and numbers relationships, whereas the
gualitative studies explore-wepth subjective analysiBédnneerselvam, 2014h this current
study, the positivist and infaretivist research philosophies were employed, using qualitative
and quantitative methods and measuremfly, Cooney, Dowling, Murphy, & Sixmith, 2013).
Recently, the combination of both by many researchers rdsilted in the practice and
popularity of the pragmatism philosophy. Pragmatism employs mixed and multiple data
collection methods, thereby incorporating both the qualitative and quantitative methods
(Panneerselvam, 2014 ositivism focuses on highly structured large samples, primarily using
guariitative methods, but may also include qualitative ones. Interpretivism relies on smaller
samples as data collection methods, witldepth qualitative investigationgohy et al.,

2013)

4.3 Research philosophy
This study has employed teabjectivistontology, which infers that meaning is gained through

understanding, based on social and experiential levels, and is illustrated in the agreement of
different minds and consciences, on a particular set of mearffaymderset al., 2015.
Subjectivist epiemology appreciates that people and the knowledge they carry are inseparable,
and advocates the human connection of the researcher to the subject of research (&aunders
al., 2015). Therefore, the human element cannot be removed from the research(@ioaess

Fung & Chien, 2018 In this current research study, the subjectivist viagadopted.
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4.4 Research paradigms
Research paradigms deal with the source, nature and development of knowledge, and can be

categoised into pragmatism, positivism, realismdainterpretivism paradigms (Mollick, 2014).

4.4.1 Pragmatism
The pragmatic research paradigm accepts concepts to be relevant only if they support

action Rorty, 2013) Pragmatics Arecognise that t he
interpreting the world andndertaking research and that no single point of view can
present the entire pict LCols&Husseyg20®opr34)d of r
Pragmatism focuses exclusively on answering the research question, which is considered

the most significat factor of this current research. The pragmatic research paradigm
integrates more than one research approach and research strategy. Therefore, pragmatism
uses a combination of methods necessary to address and answer the research question/s,
and advance&nowledge in a specific area of study in the best possible manner
(Walliman, 2015).

4.4.2 Interpretivism
The interpretivist approach is broadly based on a relativist ontology and subjectivist

epistemology@rmston, Spencer, Barnard & Snape, J0Pésitivismand interpretivism

are two mutually exclusive paradigms, about the nature and sources of knowledge
(Walliman, 2015).Interpretivism is also known as the interpretive philosophy, and
includes elements of interpretation by the researchiyu, Bello, Kasim & Martin,

2014). Interpretive research is based on the assumption that reality may be accessed
t hrough soci al constructs such as Al angu
i nstr u®dwartzSliea & Yanow, 2013: p. 33 Interpretivism is critically
juxtaposed to positivism in social sciences, and draws its bases from the philosophical
position of idealism that seeks to collect diverse approaches, such as phenomenology,
social constructivism and hermeneutics (Moon & Blackman, 2014). Therefore,
interpretivism incorporates human interest and conscious element into the study
(SchwartzSheaet al.,2013).

4.4.2.1 Advantages and disadvantages of interpretivism
In the interpretive approach, the researcher appreciates variant perspectives from

different people, whéd meaning is derived and extracted, dependent on human
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consciousness (Moon & Blackman, 2014). Therefore, this current study follows an
interpretivist approach, focused on the extraction of meaning from the population
sample that reflects different aspeofsthe subject matter. This current research
follows a naturalistic approach of data collection, where the development of
meanings occur towards the end of the research process (Omhstby2014).

This study adopts the interpretivist paradigm, whicheseon data collection
methods, such as small samples, in depth investigations, and qualitative data
(SchwartzSheeet al.,2013).

4.4.3 Positivism
Positivism is a philosophy thatiisi n accor dance with the empi

stems from human expence. It has an atomistic, ontological view of the world as
comprising discrete, observable elements and events that interact in an observable,
det er mi ned an d(Cotlires,g2010:a0r 38)irtee ®Posivistd philosophy is
founded on the idea that soce and numbers are the only way to arrive at the truth
(Ormstonet al., 2014). Therefore, it advocates that factual and valid knowledge is

obtained through measurement and observaRobhgon & McCartan, 2016)

The role of the researcher is limited arwhfined to an objective interpretation of the
research findings, as well as data collection, only because findings are normally
guantifiable and observable. Therefore, the quantifiable observations would result in
statistical analysisHriksson & Kovalanen, 2015) The researcher, therefore, is separate
and independent from the study, with a specific emphasis on the lack of human influence,
and human interest within the study. Generally, positivist studies adopt a deductive
approach, as opposed to theuntive approach of the interpretivist philosopRobson

et al.,2016. Inductive reasoning should be used to develop statements (hypotheses), to
be tested during the research process, where the observer remains independent. The
positivist approach reliesn explanations that should show causality between variables
(Eriksson & Kovalainen, 2015Human interests should be irrelevant, and geisetiahs

are developed through statistical probabilRyt¢hie, Lewis, Nicholls & Ormston, 2013)

4.4.3.1 Advantages andlisadvantages of positivism
Because positivism has a highly structured research design that enforses pre

boundaries and limits to the research, it is not very useful when attempting to

explain thewhybehind a particular phenomendtrikssoret al.,2015). The second
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disadvantage of positivism is that it assumes the objectivity of the researcher.
However, a positivisbased study cannot assume to be totally objective, as the
values and interests of the researcher will ultimately impact the approdod to t
study, such as the choice of questidRobsonet al., 2016) Thirdly, it is
challenging to present the multifaceted relationships between phenomena within a
single measure, and a large sample would be necessary in order to make
generakations from geprated findinggRitchie et al., 2013) Lastly, positivism

also heavily relies on the fact that experience is a valid source of knowledge and
does not take into consideration additional influential components, such as time,

cause and space (Ritclaeal.,2013).

These components are not intrinsically part of experience, but externally impact the
processes considerabBr(kssonet al.,2015) In addition, positivism accepts that
any process can be professed as a definite discrepancy of actions afiskipsp

or individuals, or between individuals. Therefore, research findings in positivism
studies are only descriptive, and cannot provide deeper insightsiéptin issues
(Ritchie et al.,2013) In this current studythe researcher used theerpretivism
approach for the individual interviews and the positivism approach for the

guestionnaires.

4.5 Researchapproach

4.5.1 Inductive approach and reasoning
According to Grant and Quiggin (2013), the inductive approach draws its insights from
observations, and only proposes theories towards the end of the research process.
l nductive research Ainvolves the search fo
of explanations for those patterns through
p. 718). Hypotheses and theories are not applied at the onset of inductive studies, allowing
the researcher freedom, in terms of developing or altering the diragtithre study
(Bryman, 2015). However, inductive research is not void of theories when formulating

its objectives and research questions (Bryman, 2015).

The inductive approach is founded on the development and generation of meanings from

the collected da, in order to identify patterns and relationships for the construction of
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either a new theory, or an already existing one (Mollick, 2014). The emergent theory can
be used to address the research question, identify emerging patterns, resemblances and

reguarities in the data, in order to reach a conclusion (Bryman, 2015).

This current study adopts the inductive approach to gain deeper insights into the causes
of the Arab Spring in Libya, the impact of the Arab Spring on the democratisation process
in Libya, according to the opinions of students and academics (lecturers), as well as how
the Libyan government was able to achieve democracy. As illustrated in the Figure 10,
the study utilises thieottom upapproach, where theory is developed at the end (@Grmst

et al.,2014).

Observations/Tests Pattern Theory

Figure 3: Inductive Approach (Ormston et al.,2014)

4.6 Research Design

4.6.1 Descriptiveresearch
Descriptive research is not strictly qualified as either quantitative or qualitative research
methodologies, but instead it employs elementsotti, and often within the same study
(Pickard, 2013). The term descriptive research refers to the type of research question,
design, and data analysis that will be applied to a given topic, and may be either
guantitative or qualitative, or both. This cemt study adopts the descriptive research
approach, which involves gathering data that describe events, and, subsequently,
organses, tabulates, depicts, and describes the data collection (Pickard, 2013). Survey
research is commonly included in this tydeneasurement, but often goes beyond the
descriptive statistics, in order to draw inferences. The researcher aims to determine,

describe, or identify what is, while the analytical research attempts to establish why it is
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that way or how it came to be. Dégtive research is aimed at casting light on current
iIssues or problems, through a process of data collection that enables them to describe the
situation more completelypenscombe, 2014jn this case the democratisation of Libya

after the Arab Spring.

4.6.1.1 Descriptivestatistics
Descriptive statistics is used to describe the basic features of the data in a study

(Meeker & Escobar, 2014T.hey provide simple summaries about the sample and
the measures. Descriptive statistics form the basis of virtually evemtitptive
analysis of data, and varies from inferential statistics.

4.7 Research Strategy
A research strategy refers to the method that guides the researcher to investigate the research

issue, a general design that aids the researcher to address andlamsesgarch questions in

a methodical way. It stipulates why a certain research strategy has been sBlecsedifhbe,

2014) The research strategy guides the study, in terms of collecting relevant background
information, and using appropriate data asslyechniques, in order to arrive at a conclusion.
Research strategies include, literature review analysis, interviews, case study analysis,

experiments and surveyBg¢nscombe, 2014)

In this current study, two research strategies are followed, namelyqualitative survey, the
interviews and questionnaires, as the primary strategies and; b) a literature review as a
secondary one. A qualitative survey strategy using interviews was used for the collection of
gualitative data and information, whereas theestionnaire was used for the collection of
statistical information. The interviews and questionnaires simultaneously enable the collection

of reliable and valid data, required to achieve the objectives and aims of this current study.

4.8 Researchsetting
Data was collected on the premises of the universities of Tripoli, Benghazi and Sabha, from the

beginning of April 2017 until midlune 2017, from one hundred and fifty students, registered
at theDepartment of Economics and Political Science, as wétirasfive lecturers

4.9 Population
A population is a set of entities, in which all the measurements of interest to the practitioner or

researcher are presented (Denscombe, 2014) .
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popul ationdo and muhe popuaton bemg studied eimtérmst of size anad f
bias Aminullah, Apriliaswati & Arifin, 2015: p. 5). In this current studyhet researcher
declared fifteen staff members (lecturers) of the Department of Economics and Political
Science, at each of thieree universities, as the first population for the study in thettatace
interviews. The population for the questionnaire was limited to one hundred and fifty students
registered at the Department of Economics and Political Science at the thresitigsv€he
researcher argues that students and lecturers would be the best group to represent the
understanding of how the democratisation process is developing in Libya. Although Libyan
society comprises many groups, such as labourers, members of utmensilitary,
businessmen and traders, the researcher argues that although the perspectives of these groups
of people are valuable and useful, the opinions of those who already have an understanding of
the concept of democracy, would be much more suitabikis current study. In as much as

their opinions may not be completely biase, they would be able to provide some insight into

the development of democracy in the country. The selected sample would form part of an
academic group, which, the reseachargues/assumes, would be less prone to-over

exaggeration and biases in their opinions.

For these reasons, the researcher selected students and lecturers as the population for the study.
The researcher argues that the expertise and knowledge of igcthesr exposure to the

political atmosphere, and firbiand experience of demonstrations, would generate thicker and
richer insights and information, regarding the impacts and implications of the Arab Spring on

the process of democratisation. Lectuseith a background in political studies would be able

to provide additional insights into the current process, or conditions of democracy in the
country. In addition, both populations were easily accessible angarated to participate in

the study, ensurg a high rate of response.

These reasons motivated the selection of students as the second population, which was guided
by the fact they would provide deeper insights into the current political state of the country,
based on their understanding of pgoét studiesThe last reason for selecting academics was
related to the current instability of the country, and the tense political atmosphere. Due to the
sensitivity of the subject matter, the researcher presumed to be exposed to danger during data
the ollection procedures; therefore, the data collection was conducted on the premises of the

universities.
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4.10 Sampling
Sampling refers to the process of selecting a representation of a population, from which to

collect data (Levy & Lemeshow, 2013). There ave types of sampling methods; probability
sampling and noprobability sampling (Fraley & Hudson, 2014). Probability sampling refers

to the selection of a list, containing the names of everyone in the population that the researcher
is interested in (Lowry2014). Nonprobability sampling is used mainly for large scale social
surveys, due to the lack of probability sample lists (Levy & Lemeshow, 2013)Phudrability
sampling was employed by the researcher in this current study.

4.10.1 Judgmental sampling
Judgmental sampling is a ng@nobability sampling technique, also referred to as

purposive and authoritative sampling (Fellows & Liu, 2015). The advantage of purposive
sampling is that a more representative sample can be selected to elicit more accurate
results, than any other probability sampling technigialibkas, Horwitz, Green,
Wisdom, Duan & Hoagwood, 2019)he implication of using a neprobability sampling

Is in the limitation of the geneiakbility of the study Palinkaset al.,2015. However
non-probability sampling allows the researcher to target people with the required
information, as well as collect relevant dathe process involves the selection of specific
individuals from the population based on their knowledge and judgment of theetsubj

matter Al | i son, O&6Sullivan, il ton, Owen & RO

4.10.2 Unit of analysis
The unit of analysis was the opinions and perspectives of the lecturers and students, in

the Department of Economics and Political Science at the three aforementioned
universities, about the democracy and the relationship between the Arab Spring
revolution and the democracy, as well as their views on the causes of the Arab Spring in

Libya, and how it influenced the process of democratisation.

4.10.3 Unit of obsewation
Unit of observation were fortfive (45) lecturers and one hundred and fifty (150)

students registered at tibepartment of Economics and Political Science at the three

universities under scrutiny.
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4.11 Data colledion

The data collection instruments consist#dda questionnaire and -ghepth interviews. The
guestionnaire was selected as the primary data collection instrument, and the interview as the

secondary one.

4.11.1 Questionnaire construct
Questionnaires are a type of sedport method of data collection, whiconsists of a set

of questions, usually in a highly structured written form, and may contain both open
ended questions and cleseded questions, to which participants record their own
answerslloser & Kalton, 2017)The questionnaire developed for thigrent study was
identified as both quantitative and qualitative, as it contained cksged questions with
multiple choice options, in addition to opended ones and matched the research
objectives. These questions were analysed, using quantitativ®dsenvolving pie
charts, bacharts and percentages, whereas the -epeled questions were analysed

using qualitative methods, involving discussions and critical analyses.

Thequestionnaires were manually distributed by the researctter idb0 studets on the
premises of the three universities of Tripoli, Benghazi and Sabha. The objectives of the
study were explained to all respondents, before distributing the questionnaires, which
were completed in the presence of the researcher, who personaityesbthe completed
guestionnaires. Data were collected from the beginning of April 2017 tdumiel 2017

in Libya.

The researcher did not encounter any difficulties in the data collection process and the

respondents willingly completed the questionnaifése atmosphere around the campus

was relatively secure and safe; therefore, the students did not feel threatened to respond
in a particular manner. The response rate was one hundred percent (Appendix K and

Appendix L).

In this current study, the quegtitaire represented the primary data collection instrument
and comprised three sections. The first section established the demographical information

of students. The second section consisted of questions focused on the following themes;
a) The economic, social and political conditions before the revolution;

b) Satisfaction or dissatisfaction with the previous regime;
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c) Thoughts about the necessity of regime change and the Arab Spring,

d) The connection between democracy and revolution, betweanadacy and
protests and the feasibility of achieving democracy and sustaining it;

e) The i mpact of foreign intervention on

f) The impact of the Arab Spring on the economic conditions, socioeconomic and

political conditions of the country.
The third section comprised opended questions and highlighted the following themes:
a) The i mpact of forei gn iisatioreprogessnt i on on
b) Opinions concerning the nature of the previous government,
c) Challenges of the democratisation process; and

d) Challenges faced by the people after the revolution.

4.11.2 Individual interview construct

One of the most common methods of datkection in the qualitative method is the face
to-face individual interview (Richards, 2014). This type of interview allows the
participant to speak freely, without the faocation of responses by the researcher. This
method of data collection is #téle and interactive rather than rigid, and involves a
repetitive process of gathering information, analysis and testing (Robson & MacCartan,
2016).

The interview for this current study was based on a-sémctured style, and followed
specific questions that were designed for this research. Asteuntured interview were
favoured over a structured interview, which allowed the researcher to raqdesttract
moreinformation from the participants (Richards, 2014). The interviews were conducted
in Arabic, and were recorded by Smartphone, and, subsequently, transcribed in Arabic.
The Arabic interviews were then translated from Arabic to Englisklbte translators.

A thematic analysis was applied to the interviews, which is discussed under data analysis.
The interview was based on twetitye openended questions and the length of each
interview did not exceed twenty minutes. All interviews wauelio recorded by Smart

cell phone, and transcribed by linguists. The interviews outlined the following themes:
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a) Popular participation in the revolution and reasons underlying that participation;
b) Social, political and economic conditions prior to the Arab Spring;

c) Reasons for the Arab Spring;

d) Satisfaction/dissatisfaction with the previous regime;

e) Outcomes and impacts and challenges of the Arab Spring and the revolution for

Libya;
f) The feasibilityand sustainability of democracy in Libya;
g) The relationship between democracy, social satisfaction and revolution;
h) Impact of the Arab Spring on the economic and political state of Libya and,;

i) Impact of the Arab Spring on the process of democratisatituwbya (Appendix |
and Appendix J).

All interviews were conducted by the researcher on the premises at the three respective
universities under scrutiny. The researcher did not experience any difficulties during the

data collection process.

4.12 Data analysis
The purpose of data analysis is to derive meaning from the data, which is achieved by coding,

summarising and using appropriate data analysis tools (Creswell, 2009). It involves the
conversion of collected data into a form that is useful for the derivimgeainingful results,
including conclusions, tables and graphsnixed methodology was selected for this current
study, as the combination of both methods would produce richer data. By using a combination
of methods, at various points in the research mgdbe researcher could build on the strength

of each, and minimise the weaknesses of a single method approach (Creswell, 2009). Therefore,
the mixed method approach increases both the validity and the reliability of the data (Creswell,
2009).

The aim & qualitative research is to investigate and analyse specific problems, by describing
scenes, gathering data through interviews, or analysing the meaning of documents (Creswell,
2009). Therefore, the emphasis is placed on words and not quantificatios civllection and
analysis of data (Myers, 2013).
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4.12.1 Quantitative data analysis
Quantitative data analysis is presented in numeric form and allows researchers to apply

statistical tests to formulate statements about the data. Descriptive statistics, such as the
mean, median, and standard deviation, as well as inferential statisticsudtiple
regression correlations (MRC) are also included. The derivation of significant facts about

the research data is made possible through statistical analysis.

The greatest advantage of quantitative data is the provision of descriptive information
which assists researchers to uncover the real facts of the subject (Moon & Blackman,
2014). However, this method is not able to answemttneof a subjectln quantitative

data analysis, raw numbers are converted into meaningful data through theiiappica
rational and critical thinking. It is of utmost importance to apply fair and careful
judgment, as data sets are open to different interpretations. Therefore, data findings
should be critically analysed, and objectively interpreted, via literagwiew findings
conducted at the earlier stages of the research process, in order to reflect the viewpoints
of other authors in similar researches. The findings from this research are referred to the
literature review, using the critical and rational reasgrskills of the researcher. There

are a few analytical software sets that could be used for the analysis of quantitative data
(Grant & Quiggin, 2013). The three most popular quantitative data analysis software
packages include, Microsoft Excel, Microséitcess, andtatistical Program for Social
Science $PSS). Quantitativelata in this current study was analysed by means of

descriptive and inferential statistical tests, using the SPSS system.

Descriptive statistics were used to present the resultorder to determine the
relationships and predictions, the researcher adopted inferential statistics, such as
correlations and regression analyses. The researcher organised data, generated categories,
themes and patterns, tested emergent hypotheses daimktta, and searched for an
alternative explanation of the data and write a report (Grant & Quiggin, 2013). The data

are presented in quotations, texts, tables, pie charts and histograms.

4.12.2 Qualitative data analysis
Qualitative data analysis (Thematicalysis) was employed in this current study using

three stages (Robson & McCartan, 2016). The first stage comprises the development and
application of codes. Coding is defined as the organisation of data, where a code refers

to a short phrase, or word thegpresents a particular idea, or theme, after which
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meaningful titles are ascribed to each code (Richards, 2014). The second stage explores
the identification of themes, patterns and relationships (Richards, 2014). Qualitative data
analysis relies on thenalytical and critical thinking skills of the researcher; therefore,

the generated results of a qualitative study cannot be repeated to produce the same results
(Robson & McCartan, 2016). Effective methods of qualitative data interpretation, include
analyss of word and phrase repetitions. Primary and secondary data comparisons may
also be conducted, by comparing the findings of the interviews against the literature
review, and finding similarities and dissimilarities (Richards, 2014). The last stage deals
with searching for missing information, and examining issues not addressed in the
findings. Subsequently, the sumnsation of the data follows, where the researcher
endeavours to link the findings to the aims and objectives of the research (Smith, 2015).
Quotations from the transcript will be used to highlight major themes that emerged in the

findings, as well as contradictions and similarities with other similar studies (Figure 11).

Code

Basic theme
Code

Organising Global theme
theme

Code

Basic theme
Code

Figure 4: Schematic representation of Thematic Analysis

4.13 Data collection procedure
The researcher accessed the students via the administrative office of the three universities under

scrutiny and met with the Heads of Departments before the commencing the data collection
process. Only final year students were selected, beazuieeir background knowledge.
Appointments were scheduled telephonically and via email with the lecturers, in order to
establish a suitable time and date for data collection. Before commencing the data collection
process, the respondents and interviewee® provided with a brief introduction and basic

overview of the research (Appendix G and Appendix H).
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Apart from the written consent of each respondent to participate in the study, the researcher
obtained the verbal consent from the respondents, toridaita collection. All the respondents
were also informed that participation in this current study was voluntary. In addition, they were
assured of anonymity and confidentially, and informed of their right to withdraw from the study
at any time. The resezher distributed consent letters to respondents, seeking their permission
to participate in the research (Appendix E and Appendix F). All instructions and questions were
clarified in the questionnaire (Appendix K and Appendix L), in order to avoid camiushe

data collection period lasted from April 2017 to rdighe 2017.

4.13.1 Data collection procedure for the questionnaire
Questionnaires were manually administered to the respondents on the university

premises, on different days. Before commencement afdteecollection, the researcher
directly informed all respondents about the aims of the study, in order to promote a fairly
good understanding of the study, in general, as well as the aims of the study. On
completion, all questionnaires were personallyeotéd by the researcher. The original
copies of the questionnaires were stored by the researcher in a file, accessible only to the

researcher.

4.13.2 Data collection procedure for the individual interview
Before the commencement of the interviews, the partitsparere asked to sign a

confidentiality document regarding their participation, in order to assure the-above
mentioned principles. The interview sessions were concluded when the questions were
completed. The responses were recorded by Smartphone anchtissmibed in Arabic.
Thereatfter, the transcripts were translated from Arabic to English by reliable translators

and stored in a Microsoft document.

4.13.3 Absence of external assistance
The researcher did not use the services of any assistants, to gaomfidence of the

respondents. The subject of the study, and some of the questions involved, required
sensitive answers that could possibly expose, or implicate the respondents. Libya is still
a very unsettled country and suspicions are rife among itdgpddpe researcher was of

the opinion that, due to the political instability in the country, the respondents would feel
safer in the presence of the official researcher only. In this manner, the researcher ensured

that the responses were completed in a aafl nofthreatening environment.
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4.14 Translation
The questionnaires and interviews were originally developed in English, and subsequently

translated into Arabic, as Arabic is the national language of the Libyan people. To ensure the
validity of the data cdéction instruments, two linguistic professionals translated both the
instruments from English to Arabic, and, on completion of data collection, again from Arabic
to English. Transcripts were-ohecked by a legal translator, in order to ensure that tiae da

were true and correctly translated (See Appendix D).

4.15Reliability, validity and trustworthiness of data
Validity and reliability are two of the most important criteria by which the adequacy of

guantitative instruments is evaluaté&ksikszentmihalyi & larson, 2014)Validity refers to the

extent to which an instrument measures what it is supposed to me@sikszéntmihalyi &

Larson, 201% The questionnaire is a safiministered tool; therefore, the researcher relied on

the respondents to completetat the best of their ability and with honesty. Credibility was
assured by allowing all the respondents to answer questions freely. The respondents were not
influenced in any way, regarding their responses, were informed that there was no right or
wrong ansver. Through the questionnaire, numerical data were collected, and was considered
objective and reliable, because it was properly structured, efficiently administered and
validated. The findings were reliable because the selection criteria for the raggpadeavell

as the analysis process adhered to statistical principles. In addition, the questionnaire was
intentionally designed, according to theoretical knowledge, and the research questions, specific
to this current research, and therefore, only ctaibpertinent and relevant information.

The aim of trustworthiness in a qualitative
findings Leung, 201% Reliability is referred to as the ability of the instrument to produce
consistent results, wheithe measurement is repeated on more than one occasion
(Csikszentmihalyi & Larson, 20}4

To ensure that the captured qualitative data of the interviews were trustworthy, the recordings
were transcribed verbatim in Arabic. The transcriptions were taaslated by legal translators

from Arabic to English. The translated transcripts were checked again by a legal translator, to
ensure no errors were made in the transcription and translation processes. All data collected

were only accessible to the researchnd stored safely on a Flash disk in a dodked folder.
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4.16 Ethical considerations
As recommended by Daymon and Holloway (2011), a high ethical standard must be ensured

in a research project, and as such, ethical issues were considered in theatai@cpibcedure

of this study. Ethics considerations are achieved by following a number of ethical principles,
some of which are integrity, professionalism, right and dignity of othersdisgnimination

and the welfare of others (Daymon & Holloway, 21The consent and confidentiality of
respondents/participants are important considerations in a research project. After the
respondents/participants confirmed voluntary participation, they were invited to sign a consent
letter (Appendices E and F) that svessued to them before the questionnaire (Appendices K
and L) was administered and the interviews conducted. The respondents/participants, therefore,
agreed to participate in this current study, without any form of coercion. In addition, the study
obtainel an acceptance letter from the Libyan government, granting permission for the research
to be conducted (Appendices B and C).

The integrity of the research was preserved by ensuring that no explicit and implicit promises
were made by the researcher toiwdlals, societies, funding bodies, or any other bodies, or
any other actor in the study. The researcher did not disclose reports on the research to any
interested parties, or allowed the review of the transcripts by other parties, thereby ensuring
that he reported facts are correct, and the professional standard of the study was not

compromised.

4.17 Ethics Statement
Researchers need to practice care that the rights of individuals and institutions are preserved

when conducting research (Daymon & Holloway12p For this current research study, the
respondents/participants were recruited via the administrative offices of the three selected
universities in the Libyan cities of Benghazi, Tripoli and Sabha. The aims and objectives of the
study were explained igreat detail to all the respondents/participants, who volunteered to
participate in the study. They were also provided withlti@mation Sheeto ensure a full
understanding of the purpose of the study, as well as voluntary participation (Appendices G
and H). Participants were also asked to sigfoasent Formwhen they agreed to participate

in the study (Appendices E and F).
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Anonymity was ensred as no names were indicated on the questionnaires, and only codes were

used. Confidentiality was ensured, as respondents/participants were anonymous, prohibiting

the researcher from relating certain answers to particular respondents/participanise Bemef

was ensured by informing the respondents/participants that they would not be harmed at any
stage during the study. The respondents/participants were assured that they would be referred
to a professional counsellor for assistance, should need sarhiee, due to involvement in

the study. In addition, the respondents/participants were assured that all relevant research
documents would be stored, carefully, for a period of five years, accessible to the researcher
and supervisors only. The respondgasticipants would also be given full access to the

reported findings of the research, should they want to know the outcomes.

The research instruments, the questionnaire ardepth interviews, used in this current
research received approval from thkies committee of the University of the Western Cape
(UWC), Western Cape South Africa (Appendix Ahe thesis was also submitted to a language
editor (Appendix M).

In this chapter, the researcher provided a broad overview of the research methods addpted
included the research philosophy, research approach, research strategy, data collection
techniques and data analysis methods used in this current study. For this study, interpretivist,
positivist and pragmatic philosophies were adopted, as theneuttiple ways of exploring the
phenomena under investigation. An inductive approach was adopted and a roaligktudy

was used, based on judgmental sampkntptal of forty-five (45) staff members (lecturers) of

the Department of Economics and Pohti Science at each of the three universities were
declared as the first population for the study for the-tadace interviews. The population for

the questionnaire was limited to one hundred and fifty students registered at the Department of

Economicsand Political Science at the three universities.

Prior to the data collection process, permission was obtained from the administration offices of
the three research sites (universities). The unit of analysis was opinions and perspectives of the
lecturers and students at the Department of Economics ditatdPd&cience at the three
aforementioned universities. A mixed methodology was selected as the combination of both
guantitative and qualitative methods produce richer d¢scriptive statistics were used to

present the results generated from the dattegorised into themes and patterns. Quantitative
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data are presented in texts and tables in the next chapter. Quatitttverere subjected to

thematic analysis, to extract meaning from the data.

The chapter was concluded with a discussion on ettirsidered from the beginning to the

end of the research process. All participants were ensured of their anonymity, and that their
responses were confidential. They were also assured of their right to withdraw from the study,
at any point, without prejudéc

The following chapter comprises the results and analysis of the data gathered from the

interviews conducted, as well as the questionnaires administered, during the research process,

with the resultant findings and themes, based on the analysis aftthe d
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5 CHAPTER FIVE: INTERPRETING THE OPINIONS OF
LECTURERS AND STUDENTS

5.1 Introduction
The researcher provided an overview of the diverse people and ethnic groups of MENA and

Libya, as well as the causes of the Arab Spring, in the previous chapters.ci, Afdre so

than any other continent, native people were placed together in a single political economy by
imperialistic European forces. This has undoubtedly brought about serious challenges to the
political leadership, especially in the MENA region, whiattil today, suffers from an acute
leadership deficit. Literature confirms that most of the MENA leaders are, and have been,
driven by an excessive quest for power, andptbligics of exclusiorhave remained prevalent

in most parts of the MENA region, and in Africa as a whole (Wright, 2012). To remedy the
situation, marginalised, dissatisfied masses and groups tried to remove hegemony through coup
plots, as accomplished under the leadership afidafi. However, they were not always
successful in bringing about a true democratic system of rule and merely replaced one form of

dictatorship with another one, under the guise of a democracy.

As mentioned in the introductory chapter, onéhef mainaims of the study was to understand
how the relationship between the revolution and democracy was perceived by the study sample.
The data collection instruments were developed to match the aims and objectives of the study.

For ease of reference the objeetvare mentioned again below:

1 To analysethe relationship that exists between the Arab Spring revolution and a need

for democracyand

1 Tounderstandhe challenges to the process of democratisatidibya after the Arab

Spring.

Similarly, for ease of refrence the main arguments that the study sought to advance are listed

below. The findings are compared to the original arguments.

1 Argument 1.The revolution was necessary for political reform in Libya and to start the

process of democratisation
1 Argument2: Economic and social reform is a major motivation of revolutoat

1 Argument 3: Tribalism is natecessarilya barrier to the process of democratisation
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5.2 Data analysis arrangement
The quantitative and qualitative data were combined and categoriseddiagcto the

objectives and arguments of the study. In terms of the underlying reasons for how and why
revolutions eruptedtheoretical frameworks are presented, from which the study draws its
insights. The social movement theories that are aligned taiexple causes of the revolution
include, the framing processes, relative deprivation, political opportunity structure (POS), and

resource mobilisation theories

5.2.1 The Framing Processes Theory
The Framing Processes Theory is grounded on the requisite cti@osness

transformation, and aims to transform grievances into protest and eventuamnakiny
(Borah, 2011) The Arab Spring was fuelled by a conscious need of the people of the
MENA region to transform their poor living conditions through mass piot&orah

(2011) argues that framing processes aids both Political Opportunity Structure (POS) and
Resource Mobilisation, by providing an insider perspective. This theory attempts to
explain the reasons why social movements mobilise from the social magemen
themselves. While there is a danger that such construction and mezaking by
members of a social movement might be subjective, it is important to understand how a
movement defines itself and understands its moral standings to a given problem (Lopes,
2014). This is especially important, because, apart from identifying, perceiving, labelling
and locating phenomena that directly affect social actors, as well as those they are
concerned about, they also make sense of such occurrences (Dickovick, 2042). O
crucial aspect of framing in social movements and with protesters, is that it forges a
collective identity, achieved through shared values, identity and status. This creates a sort
of solidarity among members, which is an important factor in nsotg and sustaining

social movements (Hoffman & Jamal, 2014).

Soci al movement sd actions and their inter|]
movement adherents assign and interpret phenomena in such a way, asise amabil

garner support from prpsctive adherents, on the one hand, and to neutralise and
demobilise antagonists on the other hand (Hoffman & Jamal, 2014). To this end, social
movements, not only identify problems, but also identify who is to be blamed for the

problem, and advance solis that will help realise the desired change (Bellin, 2012).
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In order to ensure the longevity of social movements, this tactful interpretive work is
conducted continually. It is important to note that framing perspectives explain how
social movement acts do the double work of producing and maintaining meaning to
different groups, such as protagonists [those who are active supporters of a movement],
bystanders [those who are not interested or who are neutral], and antagonists [those
strongly opposed toiews, values and arguments of a movement] (Dickovick, 2012).
Clearly, once produced, meanings must be maintained and have to be continuously

redefined, in order to include experiences and phenomena (Moaddel, 2012).

5.2.2 The Relative Deprivation Theory
Social séisfaction is a major reason for a revolution, and is the opposite of relative

deprivation, which is regarded by many scholars as the core variable in the clarification
of social movements; consequently, often the main motive behind protests and
demonstraons (Borah, 2011). Relative Deprivation Theory refers to the notion that a
population and society experience feelings of discontent and deprivation (Dickovick,
2012). This theory explains the quest for social change, which inspires social movements,
as wdl as that they develop from communal feelings of relative deprivation in relation to
economic and socipolitical problems (Olson, 2014). Popular discontent develops and
arises when the status of the entire group is compared to a referent group, who find
themselves in a relatively better position (Borah, 2011). Relative deprivation may be
subdivided into fraternal deprivation, which may have impacted on the formation of a
collective identity. In additionComunello and Anzera (2013urport that relative
deprivation theory is used to explain the root causes of social movements and revolutions.
Therefore, aense of deprivation, or inequality, compels masses into social movements,
born out of feelings of deprivation, inequality and frustration. This esj particularly

in relation to others, or with respect to their expectations.

As with many of the states in the MENA region, the Arab Spring was fuelled by
undercurrent feelings of powerlessness, hopelessness, lack of economic resources, lack
of freedam, inefficient state organs, and a general lack of basic human rights, such as
freedom of speech and political expression. These factors created a desire within the
masses to change the current state of affairs, and compelled participants to unite with
those of similar sentiments, and voice their discontent to those in authority. Therefore,
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the participants in the protests felt compelled to rebel, when a consistently improving
situation, such as an improving economy, becomes stagnated and destabilised. As a
result, people will join social movements because their expectations will have outgrown

their actual material situation.

5.2.3 The Political Opportunity Structure Theory
According to social movement scholars, there are many primary theoretical avenues to

be corsidered, in order to understand social movements, and more specifically, protests,
as well as how and why they develdpfrow, 2011)The Political Opportunity Structure
Theory focuses on the significance of political factors that, either force, or sxpbdi

rise and advance of protests, and concerns itself with the context, in which movements
may, or may not emergé&lfantawy & Wiest, 2011l Undoubtedly, social movements
affect the course of history, yet it is worth noting that they do so withinrthewstances

they find themselves in, implying that they do not choose the coniiedita Porta, 2013

This approach focuses on the political conditions that exist outside the social movement,
as wel |l as how it i nfl uenc s dasead lore politmalv e me n
mechanisms, such as constitutions, policies, institutions, and legislation, including
historical opportunities at which coalitions are challenged (Tarrow, 2011). Therefore,
POS are extensions that offer incentives for people to enigagollective action, by
projected chances for either success or failure (Tarrow, 2011). Certain opportunities, such
as regime change, and political, social and economic instability, may proffer avenues for
the mobilisation of social movements. Therefarés important to note that the political

dimensions in Libya, invariably, affect social expectations for failure or success.

5.2.4 The Resource Mobilisation Theory
The resource mobilisation approach empdessthe importance of protest organisation,

via theestablishment of networks (social and digital), as well as links between sections
of the populationEltantawy & Wiest, 2011)Resource mobilisation is a social movement
theory that draws its basis from the ability of a movement's members to, firstlyreacq
resources, and secondly, mad®lpeople towards accomplishing those goals set out by
the social movement, through the use of those resources. The theory explains how social
movements mobse internal and external resources, in order to reach gdatskifs,

1983). Resource mobilisation theory is grounded on the idea that the success, or failure,
of social movements is only résdd through the effective and efficient mobilisation of

resources, in addition to the development of political opportunfbiesmembers.

10¢



Resources include both the material and-n@terial. The former comprises resources
such as, money, organisations, manpower, information and communication technology,
and mass media. Nematerial resources include intangible support, sucauétsority,
loyalty, legitimacy, networks, social relationships and personal connections, moral

commitment, public attention and solidarisyaphhanen, 2006).

The use of social media as a resource in explaining social movements, as well as their
impact onthe Arab Spring, is of particular interest to this current study. It is argued that
social media played a contributory, if not integral role in the successhudioation of

the antiregime demonstrations and protests. The effective use of this partesdarce

led to the mobilisation of masses, spread of information, transmission of events to the
world as they occurred, and eventually, the resignation, ousting and assassination of
presidents. The Arab Spring successfully incorporated social med@piatand digital
technologies, such as Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Whatsapp and YouTube, as
important resources for collective action. Collective mass action in the Arab Spring
included, organising action and implementing of social movements in the Niégiigns
(Vanhanen, 2006).

These theories, therefore, provide clarity as to why the Arab Spring erupted in the manner

that it did, as well as why it transferred from one country to the next, in such a rapid manner.

These approaches and theoretical avepuegde insighs as to why the revolution was
necessary. The political opportunity structure theory focusedpaditical conditions
exising outside social movement3he mlitical conditionswithin Libya such as a
dictatorshipand tribal sensitivities were not receptive to the development of a democracy.
Furthermore, the inherent Islamic and Arab identity of the Libyan people has to be
considered as further social conditioffe interpretation of theollecteddata is directly
linked to theepolitical conditions, and guided the researcher to the conclusion that a hybrid
democracywhichmarries Islam and theniquetribal identity, is necessary andaybe the
solution to the current politicatateof Libya. A detaileddiscusson of this hybrid form of

democracys provided inthe nexichapter
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The results of the quantitative data obtained from the questionnaires included the
demographic information of the student sample only. The quantitative data are presented in
the form ¢ tables, followed by a brief summary of the data. The qualitative data are
presented in direct quotes from the sample, followed by a brief summary. Thematic analysis
was employed for the development of themes in the qualitative data. The findings are
preented, referencing the theoretical frameworks that the study draws on, and are organised
according to the objectives and arguments of the research. The following is a list of findings

from the integrated data analysis:
1 Finding 1: There was no reason, itsnot rationally motivated.

1 Finding 2: Desire for change economic and social conditions.

=a

Finding 3: Mass media, as well as close proximity to Tunisia and Egypt was the cause

of the Arab Spring.

Finding 4: The economic conditions were good beforediielution.

Finding 5: The economic conditions were bad after the revolution.

Finding 6: The economic conditions did not improve after the Arab Spring.
Finding 7: Unemployment rates have escalated since the Arab Spring.
Finding 8: Economic instability waes consequence of the revolution.
Finding 9: Living conditions were better prior to the revolution.

Finding 10: Social conditions were bad after the revolution.

Finding 11: Lack of improvement since revolution.

Finding 12: The revolution caused sociabfrantation.

Finding 13: The revolution resulted in a lack of safety and security.
Finding 14: General dissatisfaction with the political state before the revolution.
Finding 15: The revolution caused political instability.

Finding 16: Meanings of demoaya

Finding 17: The Libyan revolution was not necessary.

- == =2 4 a4 -4 -4 -4 -5 -4 -4 -4 -5 -2 -

Finding 18: Revolution is violent and a democracy is peaceful
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Finding 19:
Finding 20:
Finding 21:
Finding 22:
Finding 23:
Finding 24:
Finding 25:
Finding 26:
Finding 27:
Finding 28:
Finding 29:
Finding 30:
Finding 31:
Finding 32:
Finding 33:
Finding 34:
Finding 35:
Finding 36:
Finding 37:
Finding 38:

Finding 39:

challenges

Finding 40:

Revolution is not a condition for democracy

There is no specified relationship

Revolution has natjve impacts on the process of democracy
Revolution is not necessary to achieve demaocracy

Democracy is not achieved through revolution

Protests are not needed to achieve democracy

The revolution was/wagt necessary to start the process of democracy
The Arab Spring brought about democracy in Libya

The process of democracy causes problems

Democracy may/may not be possible in Libya

The democratic governmtas not the solution

The revolution has negative impacts

Democracy is not possible in Libya

General dissatisfaction and disappointment about the revolution
Safety and security

Lack oflemocratic culture

Tribal, political and military divisions

Poor infrastructure and health services

Inflation and lack of employment

The current government does not address the challenges

Soml satisfaction achievable by addressing current political and economic

Recommendations to achieve democracy
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5.3 Demographic information of the student study sample
Most students confirmed their participation in the demonstratiorssad.ibya, and felt free

and safe to complete the questionnaiféss current study focused on the three major regions,
or provinces of Libya, namely, Tripoli, Cyrenaica and Sabha, and each province was equally
represented in the questionnaire, as #tiydents were selected from each research site for the

guestionnaire, as well as fifteen lecturers from each university for the interviews.

Table 2: Student sample demographic information

SUMMARY N PERCENT

Tripoli 50 33,3%
City Cyrenaica 50 33,3%

Sabha 50 33,3%

Male 104 69,3%
Gender

Female 46 30,7%

Group A- Under 20 years 8 5,3%
Age group Group B- 21-30 years 82 54,7%

Group C- 31-40 years 60 40,0%
Language Arabic 150 100,0%

Summary

The demographic information of the 150 respondargsisplayed in Table 2, and their
age groups are divided into three groups, namely, Groups A, students under the age of
twenty years; Group B, students between the ages of tvoaetyand thirty years,
representing more than half (54.7%) of the sampld;@rmup C, the older respondents
between the ages of thirgne and forty years of age. The three regions are equally
represented in the data, with fifty respondents recruited from each site. The majority of
respondents were male (69.3%), and less thaira (80.3%) were female. This could

be attributed to the fact that Libya is still a very conservative, Islamic country, and
women might feel insecure about completing a questionnaire, or participating in a
research study. Besides, the three universigegiglly enrolled more male than female
students. More than half of respondents (54.7%) represented t{B@ y24ars) age group,

whereas the slightly older population {3Q years) were represented by forty per cent.



This population was selected, as matydents and techrgavvy youth participated in

the demonstrations during the Arab Spring. In addition, students enjoyed a larger degree
of freedom of expression, as opposed to an older generation, who had been subjected to
Gaddafi 6s r e g riad.erhefofficial laamgudge in lghbya is Apabic, which is
spoken by the majority; however, English is understood by many Libyans, as well. The
respondents did not encounter any difficulties in completing the questionnaires, which
were produced in Arabic. Bremainder of the results focussed on the opinions, feelings

and perceptions of students across the three regions. The tables were arranged according

to the major headings that are linked to the main objectives and arguments of this current

study.

5.4 Objective 1: To describethe causes/reasons of the Arab Spring

revolution in MENA and Libya
This section comprises the views of the study sample about the reasons for the eruption of the

Arab Spring. In this section, tiolitical Opportunity Theoryprovides useful insight as to why
the Arab Spring erupted in the MENA region, and in Libya, specifically.

1 Finding 1: There was no reason, it was not rationally motivated

Probing question: What are your reasons for supporting/not supporting the revolution?

I di dnodt participate, because I am

=]

happenedéo

3t

€ revolution was emotionally moved w

No | did not participate, because |

1]

i € nsapport due to lack of appropriate conditions foraee vol ut i oné

because it wasnot a revolution with i

A ér eas o n-supporf arerthatnthe required conditions of revolution

were not avail able. o

did not support, Il am not convince

N

Summary: This questionsolicited two major responses, and most of the participants

were unconvinced that the revolution was necessary in their country, as the conditions
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for a revolution were not met. Some responses indicated that participation in the
demonstrations was, infact agai nst Godbos | aw, and the

governors was expressly prohibited in Islam.

1 Finding 2: Desire for change economic and social conditions
History had withessed countless examples of revolutions, namely, the Iranian revolution

to the French revolution. People were simply frustrated withstatus quoand felt
compelled to air their frustrations in a more public and often violent manner (Olson,
2014). The second major reason that emerged from the findings was that people wanted
charge. This need for change was fuelled by feelings of deprivation. Rétative
Deprivation Theoryprovides better insight as to how and why social movements erupt,
and is followed by the findings of the qualitative data.

Probing question: What do you thinkis the main reason people participated in the

revolution?
A Wi I | to i mprove economic situationé.
and real participation to i mprove soci

AThe desire to want dehecbopnepmd ofth@counttyhe be't

€ o

ADesire to change for the betterhi

=]

€ Participation of peopl e was for

—

uture. o
ADesire of change to the best. o

fiThe main reason of the revolution S

lives t o t he better éfé and el iminating

admi ni strations¢éo
Aé many of them thought that change wi

The main reason of the revolution is the will of change and improves economy

éo

e

t

t

Aféto change economi c haen d eloipdierégd condi t i
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Aféreasons include poor health services
massive economic potential, in addition to the mismanagement,
administrative corruption, mediation and nepotism to be found in the Libyan

health and education sector. o

Summary: Most responses confirmed that the major reason for participation in the
revolution was the desire and need to change the poor economic and political conditions
of Libya for the better. Some responses highlighted the brutal treatment of proéésters
the hands of the previous regime. Other motivation factors for participation were the
need for economic improvement, development in the country and political expression.
Some responses highlighted the corruption at governmental and administrative levels
and that many people participated in the revolution in anticipation of removing these
vices. Poor health systems and inadequate education were also highlighted as some of
the reasons for the eruption of the revolution.

1 Finding 3: Mass media, as well aslose proximity to Tunisia and Egypt

was the cause of the Arab Spring
TheResource Mobilisation Theogpproach, with reference to the use of social media in

the Arab Spring facilitated the discussion of related data.
Probing question: Why do you think thé\rab Spring erupted in your country?
Afémedia is the main reason that | ed cit

AThe power of the conspiracy and its n

weakness of media management €o

3t

Libya is between Turmrihsaing easn drkEgy mte;vitth
Aéconsidering the consequences of neigh

AWhen the Tunisian revolution and its \
revolution and the removal of Hosni Mubarak, the demands of the Libyans
hit the roof and the Libyagiouth demanded changes along the lines of the

Tuni sians and Egyptians. 0

Summary: Mass media emerged as the prominent theme. Most responses indicate
that mass media played a major role in the transferral of the Arab Spring to Libya,
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followed by close proxinty to Tunisia and Egypt. Libyans were of the opinion that

the youth d¢rmmgesnatbegdthe fies of the Tunisians and the
Egyptians 0 as a result of being closely conn
countries. Many respondents also viewed that thpt®n of the Arab Spring in

Libya was largely influenced by social media, and the manner in which news about

the Arab Spring was disseminated. Technologiesdlyvy youth, therefore, were

inspired to participate, based on shared sentiments of deprieatibnelplessness

regarding their living conditions on social media platforms, such as Facebook,

WhatsApp and YouTube. The close proximity of Libya to Egypt and Tunisia

influenced the spread of the Libyan revolution.

Subtheme: The revolution was opportustic

The r espons e s Libyandwere ghusevditing for thée opiodunity to express
their legitimate demanéso (Interview 8) These responses could infer that the Libyan
revolution may not have erupted independently, and was largely motivatéide by
consequences of Tunisia and Egypt. Consequently, it may be inferred that the Libyan
revolution was largely reactionary, as confirmed by previous statements, and the
revolution was not rationally motivated, because that many respondents still felt
uncorvincedabout its necessity. The views of the participants reflected fhat@ e d f or
¢ h a n dueny the Gaddafi era was a major motivation for participation in the
revolution. Thepoor socieeconomic and political conditions of Libgéso surfaced as a
reason for the eruption of the revolution, followed by a lack of political freedom, and
corruption at governmental and administrative levels. In terms of seeking social reform,
the participants expressed that poor health and educttictuses were also reasons for

the eruption of the revolution. Many Libyans participated in the revolution in the hope of

removing these vices.

5.5 Objective 2: To describe the political, economic, and social
implications of the Arab Spring on the democratigtion process

One of the aims of this current study was 't
the Arab Spring in Libya, as well as how they considered that it influenced the political, social

and economic conditions and the democratisationgss in Libya. The following set of results
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demonstrates the previous and current political and economic conditions of Libya, according
t he

t o

student séb

1 Finding 4: The economic conditims were good before the revolution

perceptions

Table 3: Economic conditions before the revolution

regarding

City
Total
Tripoli |Cyrenaica| Sabha
Obs 27 9 42 78
Good
% 54,0% 18,0% 84,0% 52,0%
The economic Obs 2 2 0 4
conditions of
. Neutral
your city before
the revolution? % 4,0% 4,0% 0,0% 2, 7%
Obs 21 39 8 68
Poor
% 42,0% 78,0% 16,0% 45,3%
Obs 50 50 50 150
Total
% 100,0% 100,0% 100,0% 100,0%

devel

Summary: The results in Table 3 indicate the views of the respondents regarding the

economic conditions of their respective cities after the revolution. The majority of

respondents (84.0%) from Sabha acknowledged that the economic conditions were good

prior to therevolution, whereas the majority of Cyrenaica (78.0%) indicated the opposite.

Interestingly, Cyrenaica had always been historically and economically mésginal
0 p p 0 s-stahdirtg o

during

t he

Gaddafi
strorghold during the revolution. More than half (54.0%) of the respondents from Tripoli

er a,

as

Sabl

indicated good economic conditions prior to the revolution, which was a significantly

higher percentage than Cyrenaica, where only (18.0%) indicated good conditions. Forty

two per cent of the Tripoli respondents indicated poor conditions, whereas a significant

difference was noted between Sabha (16.0%) and Cyrenaica (78.0%). The results

revealed that the most paked and significant views were illustrated by Sabha and

Cyrenai c a,

overall results revealed that more than half (52.0%) of all the respondents agreed that the

wher eas
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conditions were good prior to the revolution, and less than half (45.3%) irlicaéep o o r 6 .

The results from Tripoli at (54.0%) and (42.0%) for poor conditions, indicated that Tripoli

still had some loyal tendencies towards the Gaddafi regime, whereas the majority of

Cyrenaica (78.0%), the birthplace of revolts against Gaddafi, indipai@ conditions.

1 Finding 5: The economic conditions were bad after the revolution

Table 4: Economic conditions after the revolution

City
Total
Tripoli |Cyrenaica| Sabha
Count 9 8 7 24
Good
% within City 18,0% 16,0% 14,0% 16,0%
The economic Count 2 3 3 8
conditions of your city | Neutral
after the revolution? % within City | 4,0% 6,0% 6,0% 5,3%
Count 39 39 40 118
Bad
% within City 78,0% 78,0% 80,0% 78,7%
Count 50 50 50 150
Total
% within City 100,0% 100,0% 100,0% 100,0%

Summary: T h e

results of t he

respondent so

Vi

e ws

revolution are displayed in Table 4. The overall majority (78.7%) of the three sites agreed

that the economic conditions of their respective cities were bad after the revolution

whereas sixteen per cent indicated otherwise. The results in Table 3 indicate that (52,0%)

of all respondents agreed that the conditions were good prior to the revolution, which is

significantly higher than results in Table 4, which reveals that onlp¥a)pbelieved that
the economic conditions were good after the revolution. This implies that the economic
conditions of these cities deteriorated after the revolution, instead of improving, which

was one of the many motives for the revolution: the impr@rerf economic conditions.
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1 Finding 6: The economic conditions did not improve after the Arab

Spring

Table 5: The economic conditions of the country

City
Total
Tripoli | Cyrenaica | Sabha
Count 2 1 1 4
Agree
. % within City 4,0% 2,0% 2,0% 2,7%
| feel that economic
conditions of Libya Count 5 5 5 15
have improved since Neutral
theLibyan Arab % within City 10,0% 10,0% 10,0% 10,0%
Spring
Count 43 44 44 131
Disagree
% within City 86,0% 88,0% 88,0% 87,3%
Count 50 50 50 150
Total
% within City 100,0% 100,0% 100,0% 100,0%

The views of the respondents regarding the improvement of economic conditions since
the Libyan Arab Spring, are indicatedTiable 5,and reveals that the majority (87.3%)

of the respondents were of the opinion thatdabenomic conditions had not improved.

In addition, the results revealed that the majority from all regions concurred; Cyrenaica
(80.0%), Sabha (80.0%) and Tripoli (86.0%). The overall minority (2.7%) maintained
that the economic conditions had improveaiiathe Arab Spring. However, the results

indicated that Libyans were adamant that the economic conditions had deteriorated.

1 Finding 7: Unemployment rates have escalated since the Arab Spring

Table 6: Escalation of unemployment since the Arab spring

City
Total
Tripoli | Cyrenaica | Sabha
Count 11 14 15 40
Agree
% within City 22,0% 28,0% 30,0% 26,7%
| do not feel that
unemployment has| Count 15 12 12 39
escalated since the % within City 30,0% 24,0% 240% | 26,0%
Libyan Arab spring
Count 24 24 23 71
Disagree
% within City 48,0% 48,0% 46,0% 47,3%
Count 50 50 50 150
Total
% within City 100,0% 100,0% 100,0% 100,0%
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Summary: In Table 6, the views of respondents regarding the escalation of
unemployment after the Arab Spring are clearly presented. The majority of the
respondents from Tripoli (48.0%), Cyrenaica (48.0%) and Sabha (46.0%) maintained that
the unemployment rates hascalated since the Arab Spring. The overall results revealed
that just less than half of all the respondents (47.3%) concurred, which outweighed the
minority (26.7%), who viewed that unemployment rates had not escalated since the Arab
Spring.

1 Finding 8: Economic instability was a consequence of the revolution
Probing question: Describe the social and economic state of your city before and after

the revolution?

A... The economic situation is very bad as
cod s and inflation...[T]J]he Libyan currency
néel ack of economic potential s and res
situation, facilities, security and ful
AScary economic situation. .. o
ASoa@inadl economic status after the revolu
AResults of the revolution: transfor mir
bankruptcy and | oani ngéand after it b
overl apping. o
fé economic stabansiaf wersehéhnevoket@iore.
ARéescape of capitalists and high prices
hné after the revolution it is very bade
Al ncrease of inflation, absence of <capi
fi éEconomic situation is worst after the war due to consequent wars in the
ctyand spread of chaos and weaponseéo
Aféeconomic: total coll apse of the secto

Aféeconomic pressure and high priceséo

Summary: A destabilised economy appeared to be a major theme, according to the
respondents. Most of them domed that the economic condition of the country had

worsened since the revolution, and cited the lack of employment opportunities, resources
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and general infrastructure, as an economic consequence of the revolution. A secondary
theme that emerged was that financial bankruptcy and the inflation of prices.
Generally, the results revealed that the overall economic state of Libya had not improved
after the revolution, despite it being the major motive for participation in the

demonstrations.

5.5.1 Social implications of the Arab Spring
The following set of data explores the social implications of the Arab Spring, such as

living conditions, unemployment and overall improvements.

1 Finding 9: Living conditions were better prior to the revolution

Table 7: Livingconditions before the revolution

City
Total
Tripoli | Cyrenaica | Sabha
Obs 35 25 37 97
Good
% 70,0% 50,0% 74,0% 64,7%
Living conditions Obs 2 3 1 6
before the Neutral
revolution? % 4,0% 6,0% 2,0% 4,0%
Obs 13 22 12 47
Bad
% 26,0% 44,0% 24,0% 31,3%
Obs 50 50 50 150
Total
% 100,0% 100,0% 100,0% 100,0%

Summary: Table 7 contains the views of the respondents concerning their living
conditions before the revolution and reveals that half of Cyrenaica (50.0%)
considered their living conditions to be good before the revolution, as did seventy
per cent of Tripoli andesrentyfour per cent of Sabha. The overall majority (64.7%)

of respondents concurred that living conditions were better prior to the revolution,
while more than thiryone per cent disagreed. This is a significant difference. The
results revealed that onhalf of Cyrenaica viewed the conditions as good prior to
the revolution, while fortyfour per cent reported bad living conditions. The

difference between the two percentages is only six per cent of respondents, who
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selected the neutral option. The resalto revealed that Cyrenaica appeared to be

more disadvantaged before the revolution, than Tripoli and Sabha were.

1 Finding 10: Social conditions were bad after the revolution

Table 8: Social conditions after the revolution

. o Cit
The social conditions of your y Total
country after the revolution? A .
y Tripoli | Cyrenaica | Sabha
Count 12 23 9 44
Good
% within City 24,0% 46,0% 18,0% 29,3%
The social
conditions of Count 3 2 1 6
your country | Neutral
after the % within City 6,0% 4,0% 2,0% 4,0%
revolution?
Count 35 25 40 100
Bad
% within City 70,0% 50,0% 80,0% 66,7%
Count 50 50 50 150
Total
% within City 100,0% 100,0% 100,0% 100,0%

Summary: Table 8 contains the views of the respondents regarding the social
conditions after the revolution. The majority (80.0%) of the respondents from
Sabha indicated bad social conditions after the revolution, followed by Tripoli at
seventy percent; howevemly half of Cyrenaica indicated bad social conditions.
The table shows that twibirds (66.7%) of the overall respondents agreed that the
social conditions were bad after to the revolution, while (29.3%) indicated that they
were good. Table 7 indicates thilae majority (64.7%) agreed that living conditions
were good before the revolution; however, Table 8 indicates that the majority

(66.7%) viewed their social conditions as worse, after the revolution.



1 Finding 11: Lack of improvement since revolution

Table 9: General improvement since the revolution

City
Total
Tripoli | Cyrenaica | Sabha
Count 42 43 42 127
Agree
% within City 84,0% 86,0% 84,0% 84,7%
| feel that the
country has Count 6 6 6 18
not improved | Neutral
since the % within City 12,0% 12,0% 12,0% 12,0%
revolution ]
Disagree | Count 2 1 2 5
v % within City 4,0% 2,0% 4,0% 3,3%
Count 50 50 50 150
Total
% within City 100,0% 100,0% 100,0% 100,0%

Summary: As viewed in Table 9, the overall majority (84.7%) of all three regions
maintained that the country had not improved since the revolution, as opposed to
the minority (3.3%), who believed that it did. The results from each region also
revealed that the rpendents were adamant that the country had not improved, with
the Tripoli and Sabha percentages each at eiglityper cent, respectively, and

Cyrenaica with the highest percentage (86.0%).

1 Finding 12: The revolution caused social fragmentation
Probing question:Describe the social and economic state of your city before and

after the revolution?

ARSoci al di sintegration and tearing ap
Aésocial division, chaosé tearing soc
Nnéweakness of social tissue. o

AfBef orenrevowasi etabl e, conjoined anc
NRnSoci al and economic situation before
Afé tearing social fabric.o
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Nébefore the revol Usaowmwing! Ityhé&d ci ty was
ASocial é status after the revolution
ASocial status before war was better.
NnBefore revol uti on there was not a
recession. ..o

nAfter war, catastrophic and pathetic

inside the family, dissociation of the one home, friends, neighBoars

AnAfter the revolution: society is diwv

the rejection of revolution by people
Ae[ F]ragmentati onéo

Summary: Most responses indicated that the social fabric of the Libyan people
was torn and fragmentedafter the revolubn, and that it was much more
homogenouprior to it. Many participants were also of the opinion that the situation
had worsened and that the social fragmentation had infiltrated familial and tribal

bonds.

1 Finding 13: The revolution resulted in a lack cfafety and security
Probing question: Describe the social and economic state of your city before and

after the revolution?
Ai...Lack of security is the most i mpo

nél ack of securityeo

ASecurity disorder e illegal i mmi gr a
areaeéeo

ACatastrophic in al/l |l evel s: security
AféBefore the revolution, t he city w

securityéo
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AAfter the revol uiews contributatlitofprobdeme& nt p ol i
that further escalated into familial and tribal issues. These then

developed into armed clashes between members within a city, between

cities between tribes leading to a large rupture in the lining of the

~

Libyan the socialfabrc . . . i
Afésecurity coll apseéo

fiDestruction. O

=)}

éconditions, i nsecurity, kidnapping

coercion, tension with neighbouring c

N

Safe and stable cityé[b]Jut after the

dark militiaseéeo
ARSpdeaf camps controlled by outl aw mi

NRél ack of securityéeéebo

N

€éRel i gious and extremist religious g
threat to | ocal security poor economi

Summary: Most of the participants confirmed that a lack of security is a majo
consequence of the revolution and a source of major concern for them. This lack of
security has been mainly attributed to the spread of various militia groups in Libya,

in addition to the spread of weapons. Furthermore, some responses indicate that
clastes have infiltrated familial and tribal levels, which have also developed into
armed confrontations, thus creating an internal security threat. The source of an
external security threat is mainly posed by the militia groups who according to the
responses, esort to fAkidnappingo for ransom.
from the data include the growing tension between neighbouring countries as a

result of the internal security threat posed by extremist groups.

5.5.2 Political implications of the Arab Spring
The following set of data present the views of the study sample about the political

implications of the Arab Spring.
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1 Finding 14: General dissatisfaction with the political state before the

revolution

Table 10: Political conditions before the revolution

The political conditions of your City
country before the revolution - . el
Tripoli | Cyrenaica| Sabha
Count 6 5 6 17
Good
% within City 12,0% 10,0% 12,0% 11,3%
The political
conditions of Count 1 2 2 5
your country | Neutral
before the % within City 2,0% 4,0% 4,0% 3,3%
revolution
Count 43 43 42 128
Bad
% within City 86,0% 86,0% 84,0% 85,3%
Count 50 50 50 150
Total
% within City 100,0% 100,0%|  100,0%|  100,0%
Summary: The results of the respondentsoé vi
the country before the revolution, are presented in Table 10. An overwhelming
majority (85.3%) agreed that the political conditions of the country were bad before
the revolution. Thipercentage is significantly higher than the overall minority
(11.3%), who indicated the opposite. Interestingly, the majority of the three regions
agreed that the political conditions were bad prior to the revolution. The results
from Tripoli and Cyrenai@ are similar at eightgix per cent, followed closely by
Sabha at eightjour per cent. These results indicated the general dissatisfaction of
the respondents with the political state of the country before the revolution.
1 Finding 15: The revolution causegolitical instability
Probing question:Describe the political state of your city before and after the
revolution?
Nnébefore the revolution, it was stabl
néafter the revolution, the situati o
egpoused the Takfiri ideology spread to crimisep ol i t i c al action
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...Assassinations were rife and civil acts seized for a short period of

time.

e the political status ¢é after the
chaos, and the | ack of stabilityéebo

né after the revolution it is very ba
Aécatastrophic, political conflicts,
AéeSpread of corruption and steeling p
APol i tical hysteria and who has weapo
Aémilitias, the proliferatiaa of weap

apparatuséhn

A..Political status é |[A]after the r

chaos, and the | ack of stability. ..o

Summary: Major themes that emerged from the data indicated political instability
and chaos after the revolution. Stiiemes that emged from the data focussed on

the proliferation of weapons, and the spread of various militia groups throughout
the country, as well as the spread of corruption. The general theme seemed to
indicate that the political state of the country deteriorated tifgerevolution. The
subthemes that emerged were, the lack of political freedom before and after the

revolution, as per the following excerpt:

AThe Li byan ised gpolitical pastiesi buoi after | the
revolution it I's verowy and d © édivided after

without freedom of expression and opi
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5.6 Objective 3: To describe the relationship that exists between the Arab

Spring revolution and a need for democracy

The following section highlights the opinions of teudy sample about democracy. The

questions were designed to explore their views on the following issues, relating to democracy:

1.

o gk wD

What democracy means;

The necessity of the revolution for Libya;

The relationship that exists between the revolution and dexxycr
The possibility of a democracy in Libya;

The positive and negative impacts of a revolution; and

The impact of the revolution on the process of democratisation.

Findings from the questions provided an insider perspective into how the study sewple

democracy and its relationship with the revolution.

5.6.1

What democracy means

1 Finding 16: Meanings of democracy

Probing question:What does democracy mean to you?

3t

ADemocracy I sthpprepoubtdebkien the

Democracy is transforming countri

e s

ri

AThere is no clear meaning for democ

exi stence of it. 't i s merely a conce

that came to the green and dry land, resulting in the loss of the unity,

stai | ity and freedom of the country.o
APeacef ul transfer of power by a me
politicians and all societyéo
ADemocracy is developing human and g
progress, creation and innovation. o

ADemocr acy éi ke causty and theditizeqg in the road of

progress, development and prosperity.

12¢



AA true democracy (in our view) is o
oppose Islam; one in which a human enjoys complete human and civil

rights. This is what our governmemta s f ai |l ed t o achi eve.

=]

The democracy is a goal not a tool . 0
ASecurity and safety for a society as

Summary: Most respondents view that democracy is synonymous with
@evelopmer@iand orogresé Other major themes that have emergethe idea

that democracy is coined with the enjoyment of human and civil rights, freedom,
social prosperity, progress, and safety and security for all and should be a peaceful
process. Some responses indicate that the negative consequences of demdcracy a
the process of achieving it far outweigh the positive results. Some responses
indicate that the notion of democracy results in disunity and instability in the

country.
5.6.2 The necessity of the revolution for Libya
1 Finding 17: The Libyan revolution was notecessary

Table 11: Results for need of regime change

City
— _ Total
Tripoli | Cyrenaica | Sabha
Count 24 34 38 96
Agree
% within City 48,0% 68,0% 76,0% 64,0%
| do feel th
ceod for Count 5 5 3 13
i Neutral
regime % within City 10,0% 10,0% 6,0% 8,7%
change
Count 21 11 9 41
Disagree
% within City 42,0% 22,0% 18,0% 27,3%
Count 50 50 50 150
Total
% within City 100,0% 100,0% 100,0% 100,0%

Summary: In Table 11, the majority of the respondents, who agreed with the need
for regime change were from Sabha (76.0%), followed by Cyrenaica (68.0%), and
forty-eight per cent from Tripoli agreed that regime change was necessary, while

less than half (42.0%)jshgreed. These percentages were very close, with Tripoli
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straddling between the need for it or not. Only 18.0% of Sabha and 22.0% of
Cyrenaica disagreed with the need for regime change. The overall results indicated
that the majority (64.0%) agreed on tieed for regime change.

Table 12: The need for the Arab Spring in Libya

City
— : Total
Tripoli | Cyrenaica| Sabha
Count 10 13 11 34
Agree
. % within City 20,0% 26,0% 22,0% 22,7%
| think that
the Arab Count 8 7 7 22
Spring was | Neutral
necessary in % within City 16,0% 14,0% 14,0% 14, 7%
Libya
Count 32 30 32 94
Disagree
% within City 64,0% 60,0% 64,0% 62,7%
Count 50 50 50 150
Total
% within City 100,0% 100,0% 100,0% 100,0%

Summary: In Table 12, most of the respondents from all the regions disagreed on
the necessity of the Arab Spring in Libya. The majority of the respondents from
Tripoli (64.0%) and Sabha (64.0%) disagreed, followed closely by Cyrenaica
(60.0%). The cities appearéa concur that the Arab Spring was not necessary in
Libya, with an overall percentage of 62.7%. Only 22.7% of the respondents agreed

to the necessity of the Arab Spring.

5.6.3 The relationship that exists between the revolution and democracy
This sectiorhighlights what the study sample perceived as the relationship between the

revolution and democracy.

1 Finding 18: Revolution is violent and a democracy is peaceful
Probing questionMWhat do you think is the relationship between the revolution and

democracy?

fRel ati on between the revolution and

bet ween wolf and sheepéo



né Revolution depends on Vviolence

peacef ul accord. o

ARevolution and democracyé [ t] he f o
uprooting that cannot be achieved exc
regime... revolution" adopts violence and the second adopts the

| anguage of peacef ul under styandi ngé
revolution is the pursuit of democrac

Summary: The above data indicate that a revolution is built on violence, while

democracy is built on a language of peace.

1 Finding 19: Revolution is not a condition for democracy

AThe revolutioof i sheopraseonoadi 6if odhe mo

ADemocracy does not require a revo

ADemocracy I s not | nisesan@obndenisitvi ol e

whereas a revolution adopts and de

AA revolution may t he democetyybstt f or

it not necessarily yields a true d
néif there is revolution there wil

Summary: The achievement of a democracy is not reliant on the eruption of a

revolution.

1 Finding 20: There is no specified relationship

AThe is no specified relationébo
AThere is no relation. o

Summary: The responses indicated that the revolution was not necessary to

achieve a democracy.
néif there is revolution there wil

12¢

| ut

N C €

ma n

t

e mo

| b

| b



Some responses indicated that there igeatationship between democracy and
revolution, and that they are mutually exclusive, and not dependent on one another.
Some responses indicated that democracy is based on the language of
Aunderstandingo and fApeacisa, bwihdiremce or,e
and that the two are completely separate entities. The main emerging theme was

that democracy was not being achieved through revolution, and that, although a
revolution might intend to bring about a democracy, a true democracy will not be

achiewed in this manner.

1 Finding 21: Revolution has negative impacts on the process of democracy
Probing question:How do you think the revolution has impacted on the process of

democratisation?

1]

The revolution killed democracy clin

=]

| ne begimning of 2012, there is a partial impact in the positive

di rectionébo

ANegative i mpacteo

AWho is not with us, and then he is w
ANegative. 0

ANegative. O

Summary: Most respondents indicated that the revolution had negatively impacted
the process of democratisation, and that the prospects of a democracy were good at

the beginning of the revolution.

1 Finding 22: Revolution is not necessary to achieve democracy
Probing question:ls revolution necessary to achieve democracy?

ANot neawedshadmuy explanation. 0
A Not necessary and the reason is th:
results will be negativeo.



=]

Not n eicthee sheherdy protects the sheep from the waltf, b
how come the wolf be the shepherd?9

N

Arabic spring is not necessary as | c

—h

rom the top of the pyramid to the bo

iAAfter the bad situation that our cou

5

ecessary at allo.

ot

€ n byt a revolution in the Libya case, it should not be by using

weapons. .. o0

=]

Not necessaryeéeo

ANot necessaryéo
ANo, sometimes results chaos as in Li
A No, it i s not necessary, because t

witnessed a peaceful transition of pawsuch as South Africa and

ot her states. .. O
iNo. O

Summary: Many respondents indicated that the revolution was not necessary, and

have used the current state of affairs of the Libyan state, as proof for their responses.
However, some responses indicathdt the revolution was necessary and have

cited many reasons, with the removal of the Gaddafi regime, as the most prominent.
Some responses indicated that the change was necessary, although a peaceful
process would have been bettdré c hange | Bettardocchange dhe y ,
situation peacefully through Othasnheqit i ng
the need for foreign interventidhné o pen t he gate for direcH
I nt er v élowevierpthe averall sentiment that emerged was tti&tArab

Spring was not necessary in Libya, despite the many maladies of the previous
Gaddafi regime. According to the results, there appeared to be no connection
between revolution and democracy, for the Libyan people at least. The majority

indicated thathe Arab Spring was not necessary to achieve democracy.
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1 Finding 23: Democracy is not achieved through revolution

Table 13: Democracy is not achieved through revolution

City
Total
Tripoli | Cyrenaica | Sabha
Count 18 25 9 52
Agree
% within City 36,0% 50,0% 18,0% 34,7%
Democracy is Count 7 12 4 23
achieved
through Neutral
revolution % within City 14,0% 24,0% 8,0% 15,3%
Count 25 13 37 75
Disagree
% within City 50,0% 26,0% 74,0% 50,0%
Count 50 50 50 150
Total
% within City 100,0% 100,0% 100,0% 100,0%

Summary:The overall results in Table 13 indicate that the majority of the regions disagreed
that democracy was achieved through revolution, while over a third (34.7%) agreed that it was.
More than fifteen per cent indicated the neutral option. Half of the regm&ffom Cyrenaica
(50.0%) agreed that democracy is achieved through revolution, and represented the majority
of the votes for Cyrenaica. Over a quarter of the respondents from Cyrenaica (26.0%)
disagreed, while the majority of the respondents from S&bh&%) shared the same view.

The most significant difference was noted between Sabha (74.0%) and Cyrenaica (26.0%). Half
of the respondents from Tripoli (50.0%) also disagreed that revolution is a means to achieve

democracy, and only thidgix per cent greed.
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1 Finding 24: Protests are not needed to achieve democracy

Table 14: Protests and demonstrations are not necessary for democracy

City
Total
Tripoli | Cyrenaica | Sabha
Count 28 16 43 87
Agree
% within City 56,0% 32,0% 86,0% 58,0%
gr"‘es‘s and Count 8 11 4 23
emonstrations
are not necessal Neutral
0, ithi I 0, 0, 0, 0,
for democracy 0% within City 16,0% 22,0% 8,0% 15,3%
Count 14 23 3 40
Disagree
% within City 28,0% 46,0% 6,0% 26,7%
Count 50 50 50 150
Total
% within City 100,0% 100,0% 100,0% | 100,0%

Summary: The results displayed in Table 14 shows that the majority of the
respondents from Sabha (86.0%) agreed that protests were not necessary to achieve
democracy, while more than half of Tripoli (56.0%) shared this same sentiment. In
addition, the results reaethat Cyrenaica represented the minority, in terms of
agreement (32.0%), but represented the majority (46.0%), in terms of disagreement.
The overall results indicate that over half of the respondents from all the regions
(58.0%) agreed that protests weret necessary for a democracy, while only
twenty-six per cent disagreed. Over fifteen per cent of the respondents remained

neutral.
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1 Finding 25: The revolution was/was not necessary to start the process of
democracy

Table 15: The revolution as integrab start the process of democracy

City
Total
Tripoli | Cyrenaica | Sabha
Count 16 21 6 43
Agree
| feel that the % within City 32,0% 42,0% 12,0% 28,7%
luti
LZ"C%gs'grny"tvjs | count 9 12 5 26
Neutra
start the % within City 18,0% 24,0% 10,0% 17,3%
process of
democracy Count 25 17 39 81
Disagree
% within City 50,0% 34,0% 78,0% 54,0%
Count 50 50 50 150
Total
% within City 100,0% 100,0% 100,0% 100,0%

Summary: Table 15 displays that more than half (54.0%) of all the respondents
from thedifferent regions, believed that the revolution was not necessary to initiate
the process of democracy, as opposed to less than a third (28.7%), who viewed the
opposite. Cyrenaica (42.0%) represented the majority, who believe that the
revolution was neceasy to initiate this process, closely followed by Tripoli
(32.0%). The majority of the respondents who disagreed were from Sabha (78.0%),
followed by Tripoli (50.0%) and Cyrenaica (34.0%).

1 Finding 26: The Arab Spring brought about democracy in Libya

Table16: The Arab Spring and democracy in Libya

City
Total
Tripoli | Cyrenaica | Sabha

Count 48 47 47 142
The Arab Agree
Spring has % within City 96,0% 94,0% 94,0% 94,7%
brought about
democracy in Count 2 3 3 8
Libya Disagree

% within City 4,0% 6,0% 6,0% 5,3%

Count 50 50 50 150
Total

% within City 100,0% 100,0% 100,0% 100,0%
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Summary: Table 16 shows that the overwhelming majority (94.7%) of respondents
indicated that the Arab Spring brought about democracy in Libya. The results were

consistent across all regions.

5.6.4 The impacts of democracy

1 Finding 27: The process of democracy causes |ots

Table 17: Consequences of the process of democracy

City
Total
Tripoli | Cyrenaica | Sabha
Count 31 29 36 96
Agree
% within City 62,0% 58,0% 72,0% 64,0%
The process of]
democracy hag Count 10 8 7 25
caused more |Neutral
problems or % within City 20,0% 16,0% 14,0% 16,7%
my country
Count 9 13 7 29
Disagree
% within City 18,0% 26,0% 14,0% 19,3%
Count 50 50 50 150
Total
% within City 100,0% 100,0% 100,0% 100,0%

Summary: Table 17 comprises the views of the respondents regarding the process
of democracy, and whether they perceived it to have negative consequences. The
results reveal that the overall majority (64.0%) of the respondents believed that the
process of democradyad caused more problems in Libya. The majority of the
respondents from Sabha (72.0%) agreed that the democratic process had caused
more problems in their city, and was closely followed by Tripoli (60.0%). More
than half of the respondents from Cyrenageeed with this statement. Cyrenaica
presented the majority (26.0%), in terms of disagreeing with the negative impacts
of the Arab Spring on their city, and was followed closely by Tripoli (18.0%). The
overall results indicated that the majority (64.0%)ed that the Arab Spring had

caused more problems in their respective regions.
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5.6.5 The possibility of democracy in Libya
1 Finding 28: Democracy may/may not be possible in Libya

Table 18: The possibility of a democracy in Libya

Cit
y Total
Tripoli | Cyrenaica | Sabha
Count 16 22 23 61
Agree
) % within City 32,0% 44,0% 46,0% 40,7%
| do not think
that a Count 12 11 11 34
democracy is | Neutral
possible in % within City 24,0% 22,0% 22,0% 22, 7%
Libya
. Count 22 17 16 55
Disagree
% within City 44,0% 34,0% 32,0% 36,7%
Count 50 50 50 150
Total
% within City 100,0% 100,0% 100,0% 100,0%

Summary: Table 18 represents the views of the respondents on the possibility of a
democracy in Libya. The overall results indicate that less than half (40.7%) agreed
that the prospect of democracy was not possible, closely followed by more than a
third (36.7%) whagreed that it was. A further 22.7% of the responses were neutral.
Tripoli represented the majority (44.0%), in terms of disagreeing that democracy

was not possible, closely followed by Cyrenaica (34.0%).

1 Finding 29: The democratic government is not tlselution

Table 19: Democratic government is not the solution

City
— : Total
Tripoli | Cyrenaica | Sabha
Count 45 44 43 132
Agree
| do not think % within City 90,0% 88,0% 86,0% 88,0%
that a
; Count 5 5 5 15
deyﬁﬁﬁtlﬁt i Neutral
government IS % within City 10,0% 10,0% 10,0% 10,0%
the solution to
our problems Count 0 1 2 3
Disagree
% within City 0,0% 2,0% 4,0% 2,0%
Count 50 50 50 150
Total
% within City 100,0% 100,0% 100,0% 100,0%
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Summary: Table 19 indicates the sentiments of the respondents about the idea of
a democratic government, as a solution to their current problems. The overall
results indicated that the majority (88.0%) were of the opinion that a democratic
government was not thelsition and far outweighs the minority (3.0%). The results
were significantly different. In terms of the different regions, Tripoli (90.0%)
represented the highest numbers of those who agree with the statement, followed
by Cyrenaica (88.0%), and Sabha 436).

5.6.6 The positive and negative impacts of a revolution
1 Finding 30: The revolution has negative impacts

Table 20: The negative impacts of the Arab Spring

City
Total
Tripoli | Cyrenaica | Sabha
Count 29 29 30 88
Agree
% within City 58,0% |58,0% 60,0% 58,7%
| think that the Count 12 |1 11 34
Arab spring |
affected my Neutra
city negatively % within City 24,0% |22,0% 22,0% 22,7%
Count 9 10 9 28
Disagree
% within City 18,0% |20,0% 18,0% 18,7%
Count 50 50 50 150
Total
% within City 100,0% |100,0% 100,0% 100,0%

Summary: Table 20 presents the views of the respondents regarding the negative
impacts of the Arab Spring. Both Tripoli (58.0%) and Cyrenaica (58.0%) agreed
that the Arab Spring had negatively impacted their cities, while Sabha (60.0%)
represented the majority in this regard. The overall results indicated that more than
half of the respondents (58.7%) from all the regions indicated their agreement that
the Arab Spring had negatively impacted their regions, while the overall minority
disagred (18.0%).
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Table 21: The Arab Spring has not brought about positive changes

City
Total
Tripoli | Cyrenaica | Sabha
Count 5 6 6 17
Agree
% within City 10,0% 12,0% 12,0% 11,3%
| feel that the
Arab Spring Count 8 7 7 22
brought about | Neutral
positive % within City 16,0% 14,0% 14,0% 14,7%
changes
Count 37 37 37 111
Disagree
% within City 74,0% 74,0% 74,0% 74,0%
Count 50 50 50 150
Total
% within City 100,0% 100,0% 100,0% 100,0%

Summary: Table 21 comprises the views of the respondents regarding the impacts

of the Arab Spring. The majority of all the regions (74.0%) concluded that the Arab

Spring did not bring about positive changes, and the minority (11.3%) believed that

it did. The resub indicated that most of the respondents were of the opinion that

the Arab Spring had not impacted their lives, positively.

5.6.7 The impact of the revolution on the process of democratisation

1 Finding 31: Democracy is not possible in Libya

Probing question:Do you think the development of a democracy is possible in

Libya?

it i s

not

Institutional construction.

i No, it

3t

Li byan

fiRef usal

possi bl e,

iI's not
society
of (one)

possi bl e

si de

due t

Wi

t o

o t

th t

be

he

he

i N edeveloping democracy requires a long time inside Libya due to

the tribal nature of the Libyan society and the cultural heritage. And

this requires a cultural redou t i o n
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ANedue to the social and political ac

Aln the meantime, | think it is diffi
as a result of its nature as a tribal society, also cultural heritage that

prevents its development,thktrer e it wi |l |l take a | ong

ACurrentl vy, no. Democracy requires s
and a real understanding of the political process and the peaceful
transfer of power. Libya currently exists in complete chad®m the

proliferationofwe apons, to insecurity and ot h

Summary: The overwhelming majority of the respondents perceived that
democracy was not possible in Libya, and have cited many reasons for this fact.
Some responses indicated that the social, cultural and tidbalcs Libya was not
predisposed to the idea of democracy,
necessary, in order to achieve democracy. Others indicated that the lack of security,
as well as economic instability were barriers to the process of dersatiti

which was likely to extend over a long period.

1 Finding 32: General dissatisfaction and disappointment about the revolution

Probing question:How do you think people feel about the revolution?

fiDi ssatisfacti on, di ssatisfacti on, di

ABi g di sappointmentééo

ANegative. O
ANot satisfied because they were expe
AMost people feel frustrated by the ¢

egretful for what has occurredéo

-~

Summary: Most responses revealed overall dissatisfactaith the current

conditions in the country. Some respondents refused to respond.
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5.7 Objective 4: To describe the challenges to the process of

democratisation after the Arab Spring.
The following section presents the views of the sample about the chalfengds after the

revolution, and the governmentoés ability

t o

recommendations by the sample for democratic transformation of Libya. The set of

recommendations are listed in the List of Appendices (AppdidiXhe major challenges that

were highlighted by the sample were:
1. Safety and security
2. Lack of democratic culture
3. Tribal, political and military divisions
4. Poor infrastructure and health services

5. Inflation and lack of employment

1 Finding 33: Safety and secirity
Probing questionWhat are the challenges Libya will encounter in order to achieve

democracy?
ARéot her extremist terrori st groups eme
decreased the possibility of successful
A.. Many oodliltamcgds, securityéeéeo
Aéproliferation of arms and weapons has
phenomenon, as some of the differences between tribes have taken on a
language of arms, posing a threat to public safety, security and social
stability...
Aépresence and emergence of armed batt

framework of religioupp o | i t i c al il deol ogy. . . n

NnéThe extremist gr ouQ@asda theyialeeausinpa Daesh

| ot of problems for us here. .. o0

ADi fferent or ganreesradsing the ®rdeasnlldgally ke up s a
terrorist groupséo

AThe militia groups enforce their power



ABenghazi has a | ot of armed terrorist

and even many more other groups. They have run a lot of apesadnd

caused explosions, before the army coul
Aéthe militias and terrorist groups are
Aéll 1l egal i mmi gration of peopl e coming

—

raffickingébo

~

AThe bi ggest c hal | eiong oreigh and natibnal s i s i n
intervention, and financing the different militia and terrorist groups with

money and weaponséo

Aéthe | ack of safety and security preve
AThe biggest challenge wefha&we i s kidna
Aféand we are constantly faced with Kkidn
Aéthere is no safety, and they are kidr

are no job opportunitieseéeo

Summary: The findings indicated that safety and security issues presented major

challengesspecifically, the terrorist groups, militias and illegal immigration that poses a

threat to that security. In addition, the respondents emphasised that kidnappings for

ransom and theft are real security and safety concerns, while internal security threat

hinder the initiation of the democratic process. Safety and security issues emerged as a

major challenge for the Libyan government, especially the armed clashes between tribes

and extremist groups. Some responses indicated that the extremist grospsbatacles

to the process of democratisation.

1 Finding 34: Lack of democratic culture

AféSocial awarenesseéeo

ASoci al , economic and cul tur al challeng
AMany chall enges, political, security,
chall enges. . . 0
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1]

Mo s t i mportant chall enges are decreas:¢

democracy without democratic culture.

ALack of democratic cultureéo
Al nstitutional buil dingé national const
Al nappropriate persons in higher positi

Summary: Thefindings also indicated that the process of state building, as well as the
development of a democratic culture, may pose significant challenges to the Libyan
government. Additional challenges include social, political and economic challenges.
This sectionpresents the challenges that Libya is currently facing, in terms of the
democratic process after the Arab Spring, according to the opinions of the students at the

three universities.

9 Finding 35: Tribal, political and military divisions

Aél t hi nisadhdllenget bedauseloyalty to the tribe overtakes and
Is more powerful than loyalty to the state, because people have lost faith in

the state, so there is division noweéeo

AThe state does not have the ability to
itsi nstitutions because it is fragmented?é¢
AThere is political and military divi si

current status and blocks the demaocratic process, preventing it from

startingéo

AThe country is split uijfketheeermardtwb her e ar e
parliaments, two central banks and two
AnThe tribal confrontations and the wars

overcome different militia groups, these all stand in the way of starting the

democratic process. The countsyi di vi dedé o

Summary: Most respondents felt that the country was divided and that tribal loyalties

played a significant role in this phenomenon.
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1 Finding 36: Poor infrastructure and health services

néthe health sector was <collapsing and
treatment in other countriesébo

AWe do not have basic necessities |ike
Aéright now we need to work on the heal
us,

ARéThere is no health system and safety
Aéelectricity is a major problem hereéebo
AThe state iIis weak, the health sector i
hi gher and higher éo

Aéhealth services are a bied epcrtorhbilce m yaénod
Aéwe need better health services and seé
each othereéeo

né No electricity and we dondét have an

Summary: Health services appear to be of major theme for the Libyan people, which is
perceived as a maj challenge to the current government, in addition to the poor

infrastructure.

1 Finding 37: Inflation and lack of employment

AWe are paying too much money for our d

and the prices are too high¢éo

AThere i1 s iersf lasntdi drh eo fs agreitg/ . 0

AThe prices are very high and the dinar
ALack of |job opportunities is a big pro
AThere are no jJjobs and no health servic
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Summary: Lack of employment opportunities, in conjunction with inflatioepnesent

major problems to the Libyan government.

1 Finding 38: The current government does not address the challenges

Probing question:How has the current government addressed the challenges after the

revolution?
né stealing public funds and fraud on p
Aét he most i mportant reason is that t h

ncapabl e personseéeo

ot

€ [c]lJ]urrent government is powerl esséo
AéDenouncing, disapproval and censur e.
AThe government mugte iamplodbaidtdat ¢ spresg a

AThe government is unable to do anythin
of militia groups in Libya. Neither the transitional government nor the

succeeding government was able to address or remedy the problem of the

fighting factions, which poses a considerable threat to stability and civil

peaceeéeo

AThey (factions) possess heavy weapons
governmental centres and embassiesé so

capable of doing anythingébo

Summary: One of the prominent themes that emerged from the data was that the
government was powerless to provide safety and security to the population of the state.
In addition, failure to deal with the-fighting appeared to emerge. Some respondents
expressed that the state needed to focus on building the state, as a major priority, to deal
with the current challenges. Some responses from the sample referred to the

government 6s | ack of confidence to addres:
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Table 22:

The government and tleurrent challenges

City
Total
Tripoli | Cyrenaica | Sabha
Count 15 21 21 57
Agree
% within City 30,0% 42,0% 42,0% 38,0%
The current
government is Count 14 9 8 31
dealing with the | Neutral
challenges after th % within City 28,0% 18,0% 16,0% 20,7%
revolution
Count 21 20 21 62
Disagree
% within City 42,0% 40,0% 42,0% 41,3%
Count 50 50 50 150
Total
% within City 100,0% 100,0% 100,0% 100,0%
Summary: Table 22 indicates that the overall majority of the respondents (41.3%)

disagree that the government is dealing with the current challenges, whereas more than a

third (38.0%) agreed. The difference between those who agree and disagree, is not

significant

1 Potential recommendations to stimulate the process of democratic
transformation

The following findings explore avenues that would enable government to achieve social

satisfaction, and offers recommendations to achieve democracy, based on the suggestions

of the sample.

1 Finding 39: Social satisfaction achievable by addressing current political
and economic challenges

Probing question:How do you think the current government is able to achieve

social satisfaction?

AWi th a reali sti c isfagionkcomesaas &iresellv i ng S 0O «
of economic and financial situation improvement, also security

I mprovement éo

ASoci al satisfaction is inflexible ma
ARéWho is | ooser of something, and the
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=]

The society does nrodv alcwcteipdanddhe resu

| t cannot éo

=)}

N

I ncapabl e and has no power in the

sati sfactionébo

AThroughénational reconciliation betyv

opponent seéo

3t

éredress the damage and return the

a so activate the courts and enact tr

Summary: According to the respondents, social satisfaction could be achieved by
addressing the current economic and political challenges. In addition, the social
fabric of Libya has to be repaul, and organs of the state have to be reinstated.

1 Finding 40: Recommendations to achieve democracy

Probing question:How do you think the Libyan government is able to achieve
democracy?

Aél mposing prestige of the state firs

establishments. .. 0

AThere was not a real government to i
and face challenges through real strategy to settle all problems caused

by popul ar demonstrationséo

Afét he weapons must be removed from th
security forces have to be strengthened and the militias should not be

fundedéo

Aféthat the wealth generated from the
to oversee the country and should be disteduiamongst the citizens,

by looking at the geographical and tribal positions. The government

should also use a large portion of the returns from the oil reserves

and invest it in the education and health sectors, and we should try to

getrid of the extrersit cul t ur eé o
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AWe should | ook at national reconci | i
groups in the country and the different factions, and we should make
sure that each side is guaranteed safety. This is important for the

peaceful transition intothedemact i ¢ process. 0

AWe have to get the judicial system ¢

rid of the idea of a politics of revenge and should resort to the law

and use the | aw when there are confro
i . . T h-ghtiag. The govemment must get atiall the
fightingé. o

Summary: The above responses indicate a range of recommendations, according
to the respondents. Issues covered include better state building, initiation of the
judicial system, national reconciliation, anddistribution of wealthcreation of

job opportunities, removal of safety and security threats and development of
infrastructure and the economy. The list of recommendations has been added to the
list of Appendices (Appendix N).

In this chapter, the researcher highlighted the $meial movement theories, as well as how
they may have played a role in the Arab Spring revolufitr findings relating to the need

for democracy revealed that the respondents regarded the revolution as unnecessary for the
achievement of democracy. &ddition, the findings reflected that the respondents shared a
negative view of the revolution, and that conditions prior to it, were considered bhter.

data indicates that the views of democracy and how it will improve the country were popular

beforeand during the revolution

In addition, the need for change, the influence of social media, and the proximity to other Arab
Spring countries, such as Tunisia and Egypt, were considered the primary reasons for the
eruption of the Libyan revolutiorfhe results also revealed a sense of dissatisfaction with the
previous regimeas well as the current government/s, because of its inability to address the
poor economic conditions in the countRurthermore, the expectations and the aspirations of
the peple on the ground come up particularly among the youth and the revolutionary
intelligentsia, who mobilised the masses on the basis of the ideas and desires for a better life
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under a democratic dispensation. Much of this was highly populist in natusgassdtiven by

the anticipation of the demise of the dictatorship, without any concrete and material evidence
of how these new conditions were to be attained, -fgstiution. The revolutionary
intelligentsia, with the support of the mass media, succaadedintaining theevolutionary

fervour among the masses, driven by populist slogans and the reinforcement of the promise of
the current dictatorship being replaced by a democratic dispensation. Despite the absence of
coherent postevolution structuresral plans, the momentum of the populist upsurge among

the Libyan masses, continued to fuel the desires, aspirations, hopes and expectations of the
people for a better lifeHowever, the negative impacts of the revolution suchthas
deterioration of socisand economic conditions as well as political instability, have directly

i mpacted on respondentsd6 opinions of the rev
disappointment and despondency about the revolution, because their social conditions have
worsened during the pestvolution eraln addition, the preevolutionary expectations and
hopes that were inspired by the populist ideals of a transformed and democratised Libya had
amounted to despondency, despair and ultimate rejection of any furippors and
participation in any further posevolutionary activitiesRegarding their sentiments about the
sociceconomic consequences of the revolution, many respondents reported poor health
services and fragile infrastructures that have left them enalicumstances. Additionally, the
presence of militia, as well as the illegal entry of masses into the country, posed threats to
internal and external security, according to most respondents. The overall sentiments about the
revolution, as well as the effts thereof, appear unenthusiastic, while the prospects and
possibility of achieving a democracy in Libya, seem bleak. Regarding the major obstacles and
challenges to the process of democratisation, finding 35 identified them as the lack of a
democratic alture and tribal loyalties. Additionally, the major challenges for the government
were the unchecked entry of militia groups, and the proliferation of arms into Libya. The
following chapter will explore these findings-depth, as well as how they aregaled, or

misaligned, to the aims and main arguments of this current study.

The findings of this current study revealed that most respondents have very little faith in the
current government, and do not necessarily believe that a democracy is the solingon
problems they face. The challenges of the government/s ardimkied with the political,
economic and social implications of the Arab Spring in Libya, which, according to the

researcher are barriers to the process of democratisation. Althougtetita government/s
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have made attempts at political reform, through the establishment ofpanitielections,

and free voting, the current economic challenges of Libyans, after the revolution, have been
grossly neglected. These political and econorhallenges present barriers to the
democratisation process, and have to be remedied, if the Libyan government hopes to win the

confidence of its people.
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6 CHAPTER SIX: THE POLITICAL ECONOMY OF
DEMOCRACY AND REVOLUTION

6.1 Introduction

In the previous chapter, the researcher discussed the results of the data analysis, in
relation to the research objectives and main arguments, in light of four social movement
theories. In this chapter, the researcher provaddiscussion of the centralestion that

emerges in the data, relating to the relationship between democracy and revolution.

Democracy and revolution are contrasted in history, and have been considered unrelated,
and occasionally hostile practices (Axford, 2011). Although all revolutionary struggles
may not claim democratic legitimacy, some revolutions are not underpinned by
denocratic ambitions, but are born out of a need for democracy, or at least, democratic
processes. The Ademocratic revolutionso,
resemble the traditional Arabo u p , avidicR merdly substituted one elite group, or
leader/s, with another, but instead, aimed to achieve a more democratic form of
government, and supported democratic principles, such as population participation, as
well as freedom of expression. Understanding the relationship between democracy and
revoluion, and what it meant to the respondents, was one of the objectives of this current

study.

The respondents reported that the revolution had many negative connotations, and that
the two concepts were completely opposite, and pursued different outcorsidesBthe
political, economic and social implications, prompted many respondents to associate
feelings of dissatisfaction and hopelessness, with the concept of democracy. Although
some views associated democracy vgtwth and developmentfor many Libyas,
democracy responsible for the current state of affairs in the country. Many definitions of
democracy exist; however, some views assertdlemtionsandfreedom of speecire

the major elements of a democratic system of government.

In terms of how dewcracy is perceived, as well as its relationship to the revolution and
protests, one particular sentiment is clear, the revolution was not necessary for the
achievement of democracy in Libya, and the prospect of achieving a democracy in Libya,

is low (Findngs 2832). In addition, the findings concur with literature, indicating that
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democratic systems of government have not necessarily, and reliably, emerged from
revolutions, but have emerged, when ruling elites reached a compromise, based on
democratic toas, founded on liberalising elements. In this regard, the MENA region, and
Libya, more specifically, may have to prepare itself for a hybrid democracy, one that is
compatible and recognisable to the west as a democracy, and simultaneously, merged

with ideas of Islam, while maintaining its unique cultural Arab identity.

The major argument advanced in this current study was that the Arab Spring revolution
was necessary to initiate the process of democracy, or change in Libya. This argument
finds its basis imprevious literature, confirming that many previous revolutions initiated
new forms of government. Although the revolutions did not bring abouéaemocracy

for the people, the system of governance
is no dfferent in this regard, and although the views of the respondents reflected that the
revolution was not necessary to achieve democracy, the researcher is of the opinion that
these sentiments could have been motivated by the current state of Libyabihiged

further that the current state of Libya, even though in the aftermath of the revolution,
cannot be exclusively attributed to the revolution, but is a product of years of
underdevelopment, as well as the remnants of colonial legacies and pregonest
Therefore, in this regard, the Arab Spring revolution merely uncovered the existing
unbalances within the structures of Libya.

The findings 22 and 23 highlighted that the revolution was not necessary to achieve
democracy. In addition, many respontieperceived no actual connection between the
revolution and the achievement of democracy. For many, the two concepts were separate,
with the former relying on acts of violence, and the latter founded on a language of peace
and development. In additiorheé sample asserted that the revolution had negatively
impacted the political, economic and social state of the country, and many were nostalgic
about a bygone era. On the other hand, some (Finding 26) implied that the Arab Spring
brought democracy to Libydhese views, however, were those of the study sample only,
and not a reflection of Libyan society, as a whole.

Therefore, it is submitted that the revolution might have been the catalyst for political,
economic and social destabéion in Libya; howeve it was not the cause of it. It should
be highlighted that the political state of Libya was already well on its way to

destabilsation, during the Gaddafi era. This may be the reason that the views of the
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respondents reflected a negative opinion of deawy; and why it may not be possible
in Libya (Findings 27 31).

The researcher is of the opinion that the revolution could have been necessary to tip the
scales in favour of initiating the democratisation process. To this end, most of the
respondents aged that, although the revolution did not bring about positive changes in

their country, it was necessary for the initiation of the democratisation process, at least.

Although these were the views of the respondents, it appeared that the people of Libya
did not understand the nature of revolutions, which could be costly and ugly, in the very
least. Its consequences are sometimes catastrophic, and, as witnessed by history, often
results in the complete destakdtion of the social, economic and politicdtuctures of

the state. This form of destab#tion would invariably lead to political, economic and

social challenges for the survivors of that revolution.

According to the respondents, one of the major motivations behind the revolution was
the need foeconomic change, while the lack of job opportunities for the youth, motivated
many young people to take to the streets. Firstly, many Libyans were not happy with the
political status quan the country and called faegime changeThe findings indicated

that the lack of economic opportunities for the people was the main reason for
participation in the revolution. On closer inspection of the economic conditions in the
country, prior to the revolution, it isurprisingto note that the economic, politicahd

social conditions were cited asuch betterprior to the revolution, and that the overall
conditions of the country worsened, after the revolution. Although the views of the
sample also reflected that the economic conditions worsened after theioevohs lack

of job opportunities, and the escalation of unemployment, were cited as the major reasons
for the revolution. Secondly, the mass media played a major role in encouraging the
people of Libya to protest against the ruling regime; howevenvdsaot the sole cause.
Social media platforms, such as Facebook, YouTube and WhatsApp, allowed thousands
of Libyan youth to share their stories and events with the rest of the world, as they
unfolded. In addition, the youth gained support from protestefsinisia and Egypt, to
overthrow their ruling regimes. In this manner, the mass media, as well as the close

proximity to Tunisia and Egypt, played major roles during the Arab Spring in Libya.
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It is submitted that, although poor economic conditions wiéeel @as one of the impacts

of the revolution, the Arab Spring revolution was not the cause of the economic instability
that Libya is currently undergoing, but merely uncovered existing imbalances and
weaknesses in the economic infrastructures of the gourarfurther support this view,

it is submitted that unliberalised politics and economics of Libya, prior to the revolution,

were the main reasons for the existing weaknesses in the economic system of Libya.

Politics in the MENA countries have always skdjits markets, and economic privileges

were granted to |l oyalists of the countries
and tribes in Libya, who were favoured, were able to acquire virtual monopolies over
entire liberalsed economic sectorglowever, this system yielded minimal growth and

only proved that political loyalty did not translate into economic efficiency. In addition,

the loyalists of the autocratic leaders, consistently failed to build competitive-vlasisl
corporations, whichasulted in a lacuna of jobs in the economic sector (Robson, 2012).

The few decent jobs were reserved for the loyalists to the regime, whereas the growing

pool of educated young workers, faced lowgaality jobs in the informal sector.

Despite concertedfferts to promote state building, risks for private investors and low
investment opportunities in the MENA states, still remained very high, after the Arab
Spring revolution. Libya and some of the MENA states attempted to igetheir
economies, but fled to liberaise their politics, as was the case with Mubarak and
Abidine in Egypt and Tunisia, respectively. These ruling regimes were supported by
western powers, and on removal, caused the collapse of supporting structures in the
country. This is onef the many factors that caused the current circumstances in Libya.
The Gaddafi regime enforced a number of regulations that stunted the development and
growth of the private sector, and favours were extended to tribes loyal to the regime, by
uplifting thar economic positions (Wright, 2012). The emergence of independent
businesses and entrepreneurs was stunted, and opportunities for independent businesses
to grow in the Libyan economy, were meagre. Similar to his Egyptian and Tunisian
counterparts, Gaddafieared that allowing the growth of small businesses would

challenge his autocratic control and rule over the country.

I n the aftermath of the revolution, Li bya

and overall economic contraction. The economy sudgected to a range of shifts in the
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political landscape, such as, being governed by different parties and regions. Currently,
Haftar (LNA) and alSarraj (GNA) are seated in the eastern and western provinces,
respectively, causing further instability to already divided country. Both these
governments have failed to stabilise the country politically, economically and socially.
Since the Arab Spring in Libya, as well as the MENA region, as a whole, Jordan,
Morocco, and Tunisia have achieved somewhat redse levels of political stability.
According to the International Monetary Fund, their economic growth and pace still
remains sluggish, and is expected not to exceed fes%apitathis year. Therefore, in
support of the view that the Arab Spring wag tiee cause of political and economic
instability, the researcher argues that the current state of Libya is attributed to years of
underdevelopment by previous regimes, and the failure, as well as inability of the of the

current governments to recogniselaudress this, effectively.

Consequently, it is important to discuss the inefficient subsidy system instated by Gaddafi
during his rule. Subsidies for health, education, and housing were provided to the Libyan
people, but strict controls were also exa&ed over many basic food products and fuel
(Robson, 2012). As a result, government expenditures were focused primarily on wages,

as well as subsidies, and expenditures for development, therefore, received lower priority.
When the revolution erupted in Ly, under these economic conditions, the country
collapsed into an economic fréal. The civil war that resulted, caused a severe cuts in

oil production, in additontothe USancti oned freezing of Li b
oil production, thecounyr6 s main product and source of
Nominal GDP of 2011, from $75 billion in 2010 to $35 billion, a disastrous collapse, by

any standard.

Al t hough Libyabds performance wa-sxpodirgt i sf ac
counties, it had structural problems on the economic level, which spilled over into the

new state of Libya. The governments of the day, could not begin to change the economy

of the country, without first addressing these structural imbalances. It is crucial for
Libyans to realise that the economic circumstances of Libya were deteriorating before

the Arab Spring, and major economic reform would take many years to implement
(Robson, 2012).
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Additionally, in order to address the findings that reveal the escat#tiomemployment

rates, since the revolution, which was, and still is, a major concern to the current
government, it is important to consider certain factors before the lack of employment
opportunities in Libya could be attributed to the revolution onlystly, the official
unemployment rate of Libya was 13.5 per cent, and youth unemployment was estimated
at 2530 per cent, prior to the revolution, which is attributed to the -si@nt@nated
economy (Khan & Milbert, 2012). Secondly, the public sector eymplceightyfive

percent of the labour force, a mismatch between the skills demanded by the private sector,
and the skills of Libyan workers. In addition, high and-skilled jobs were occupied by
foreign nationals, leaving Libyans to work for the pubéctser (Khan & Milbert, 2012).
However, after the eruption of the Arab Spring revolution in Libya, many foreign
nationals fled, leaving in their wake, a lacuna of job opportunities, which could not be
filled by underskilled Libyans. These factors are sutied as reasons for the study
sampleds responses that the current rate

as opposed to before it.

While this postArab-Springperiod has provided Libya with an opportunity to
reconstruct a new unified state, Libya finds itself exposed tthtleat of disintegration

into national and regional division. The most crucial representation of this disunity has
been the emergence@fo separate conflicting parliaments and governmeBénghazi

in the East, and Tripoli in the &¢t. The disintegration of Libyan unity has been
transferred to the security institutions and structures, resulting in two parallel police, army
and security forces. Libyans fear the real possibility of a country split in two and have
expressed a lack oéal political change on the ground. Marginalisation of some groups
and regions, in addition to a weak central authority, have driven many Libyans to demand

for the return to a federal political system of government.

As Libya has always been divided alamgjional divisions, and finds itself polarised in
different directions, it may be beneficial, in the interim, or at least until it reaches some
form of political stability, to return to federalism. This is because the central
government/s may not, as yearry enough power and authority to dominate the
periphery, namely the three regions, and the periphery is not powerful enough to break
away from the centre. In this regard, a federal system would be based on democratic

principles, wherein power is sharbégtween the regional and national provinces, or
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6.2

states.The concept of democracy and how it is perceived by the people of Lilaya is
central to this studyTherefore, the following section provideslataileddiscussion of
democracy

Reflections ondemocracy
The era of Gaddafi had subjected Libyans to economic and political slavery, and although

the prospects of a democracy promised freedom from both, many Libyans still maintain
that their conditions weteetterbefore, andhad deteriorated after thevolution.In order

to understand what democracy means to the people of Libya, the researcher provides a
discussion on democracy, as well as the foundations of liberal democracy, with a special
focus on the contrasting views of the scholars on liberabdeacies. The researcher also
highlights the development of liberal democracy in Africa and related issues. In addition,

a discussion of the major waves of protest in Africa is also presented, followed by the
process and approaches to democratisation fiicad Thereafter, the process of

democratisation in MENA idiscussedas well as the structural imbalances in the region.

6.2.1 Democracy

The definition of democracy is varied and has multiplicities, uniquely characterised in
the fields of social, economic @olitical science. The term has been applied freely for
decades, and has been considered as one of the great western legacies of the world, as
well as the golden standard by which humans should be governed (Ake, 2000). In as
much as democracy is an idegstem of governance, its origins are not completely rooted

in a Eurocentric narrative. The origins and history of democracy, as an ancient practice
that predates the Greeks, have not really been highliglstgichan & Stockwell, 2011)
Therefore, it appms that the world has been indoctrinated with the Eurocentric

interpretation of democracy.

According to Wolf (1947)democracyefers toa state of social organisation, in which

the mass of the people possess the whole sovereignty, implying a society wherein every
free person, without distinction of fortune or class, is entitled to an equal share in the
entire life. 1t should not be arguedr, assumed that democracies, as they are practiced
currently in the modern world, are the only ones in the true democratic form, even though
the republican representative form of the US government would like to beli¢easo

& Falk, 2015) Democracy hasnany variations, and in order to understand these
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variations, as well as find its application in the present world, it is important to highlight
its actual foundation. The definition and history of democracy has been influenced by a
predominantly westermterpretation and perspective. However, history shows that the
ancient world, and more so, the great calons of the Middle East, were already

practicing the principles of democraigakhan & Stockwell, 2011)

For many scholars, the termdemocrecg f er s t o figovernment by t
supreme power is vested in the people and exercised directly by them or by their elected
agents under a (Ofaterg, 2@4: p. ¢ Paodrhas beers symntee up by
Abraham Lincolemtasofa tihgo vpeerorpnh e, by the p
(Cheibub, Gandhi &Vreeland, 2010, p. 6Bemocracy, according to this definition, at

least encompasses a set of principles and ideals about freedom, including practices and
procedures developed throwgh western political historyMoghadam, 2013). Blnte

(2011) argues thatdemocracy is the institutions#tion of freedom, and that the
fundamentals of constitutional government, human rights, and equality before the law,

has to be properly tested, befaay society can be properly called democrdtic.

summary, the principles of democracy have been outlined as fokowsteignty of the
people;government based upon consent of the governed; majority rule; minority rights;
guarantee of basic human rightsee and fair elections; equality before the law; due
process of law; constitutional limits on government; social, economic, and political
pluralism; and values of tolerance, pragmatism, cooperation, and comprDaiidlegrg

& Holmberg, 2014).

6.2.2 Origins of democracy
The Eurocentric narrative dictates that democracy is reported to have reached its peak in

the Athenian times, which apparently fAdis:
followed by the Christian Middle Ages that was based on a faithriciey Keane, 2009).

Europe was faced with the necessity of political order, which eventually led to the French
revolution, heralding in the new age of modern politics, in a modern world (Keane, 2009).
Scholars, who rely on the Eurocentric foundation eindcracy, claim that the French
revolution introduced ideologies such as universal citizenship, and human rights, in an
attempt to revive the Athenian ideal of popular powerk(yama, 2011). However, the

ideals of human rights and equality was not barmewved by the west, aride assertion
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thatthe classicdbr e e ks wer e the sole democrats of t

view, is untrue.

In this regard, Isakhan and Stockwell (2011: p. 3) state that the surviving texts, dating to
Athenian tmes, do not provide actual details of the procedures and principles of the so
called AAthenian democracy o0 adedmdcraat ifanod.s t
proposed alternative models of governance
propcsals by elite idealists. Isakhan and Stockwell (2011) also argue that, while the
Athenian Revolution heralded in the age of democracy for the west, the east had its fair
share of democratic systems and ideals, embedded in texts, such as the Epic of
Gilgamesh, the Laws of Hammurabi, and the Declaration of Cyrus. According to the
researcher, it is quite possible that the worldview of democracy and its origins have been
based on a Eurocentric foundation for years, and the democratic systems in the east have
remained hidden and undiscovered because of language or cultural barriers. Schemeil
(2000) asserts that there is evidence of assemblies being held in the great empires of the
ancient Middle East, such as Ashur, the Assyrian capital. According to thesdhexts,
assemblies were allowed to congregate, and were supported by the more senior,
influential members of the community, once an agreement was reached. These assemblies
were often called for, when a consensus could not be reached. Schemeil (2000: p. 104)
writes, Afehistorical document s describe
days...[where] majority votes were often sought and reached...]Jand] it was always
possible that minority views would raise the problem again if its legal solution was a

failureo

The great merchant families appear to have convened in a building, commonly known as
the Acity houseo, where they fimade deci si
export tax...acted as a diplomatic body...and controlled relations with Anatoliesxonle
whose cooperation and protection the <cara
2009: p. 203). IWo | f 6 s ( 1T9ades of prpnitive deBnpcracy in ancient Israel
similar assemblies are reported among the
Testament certain terms and relationships appear which suggest that democracy, in the
broadest deynition of the term...wsa0f prev
democratic procedures may be discerned in both political and religious concepts

t hroughout the | ater periods of | srael it e
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opinion that, to believe that the West is the founder of democracy, is compietelsg,
and merely serves to further the colonial project for the world. The researcher adds that,
in light of this information, it may be argued that the Middle East may not be in need of

a Western Democracy, but an Eastern one, embedded in their dmstient

6.2.3 Categories of democracy
Democracies are categorised into direct and represen{aijac, 2014).In a direct

democracy, all citizens, excluding the intermediary of elected or appointed officials, are
able to participate in public decisionaking (Altman, 2013).However, the practicality

of such a system is limited (almost impossible), and only effective within small numbers
of people, such as a community organisation, or a tribal council. In such a setting, issues
are discussed, and a decisiorraached, based on the consensus, or a majority vote

(Al t man, 2013). Therefore, the key word fim

It is reported that ancient Athens practiced some form of direct democracy, with an
assembly reaching 5,000 to 6,000 memk@®ber, 2009)However, modern society is

not really suited to this kind of direct democracy, with its size and complexity. Therefore,
the idea of a representative democracy was developed, in which citizens elected officials
to make political decisionsigme laws and govern programmes for, what they considered
to be, the good of the publ{&lonso, Keane & Merkel, 2011puch appointed officials

are granted the power to deliberate on intricate public issues, in an attentive and
systematic manner, whichadten unfeasible for the majority of private citizeAsonso

et al.,2011).

6.2.4 The foundations of democracy
Ake (2000), on the other side of the democracy spectrum, reduces the notion and ideal of

democracy to a method that facilitates the peacefekeence of the world. Ake (2000:

p . 7) writes, ADemocracy has become a uni
nati onal and international politics and t
author maintains that the idea of democracy has tregalised in the world, and has

been developed to keep the masses at bay, by giving them a sense of fair representation.
To this author, democracy is a tool of the elite, because it does not pose a threat to the
political elite of the world (Ake, 2000 he rul ing elite are abl e
|l egiti macyo according to the rest of the

democratic practicef\({tman, 2013: p. 742). However, the foundational principles of an
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Islamic democracy although agting citizens a degree of freedoall citizens are
charged with social and personal responsibility and accountability. In the Islamic
democratic system, the elite are not exempted from democratic practices.

Therefore, it is a theoretical interpretatiof democracy that is presently practiced and

not a practical one, in the true sense. Democracy in this day and age, is a far cry from that
which was practiced by the ancient cultures of the Middle East, who instituted practical
political arrangements. Bly made it very clear that the final decision belonged to the
masses, and strictly applied the rule of equality in decisiaking and before the law

(Ober, 2009).The French revolution introduced new ideologies, such as universal
citizenshipandhumanitgt s, and essentially tried to r ¢
of popular powerKukuyama, 2011However, the ideal of popular sovereignty, coupled

with political participation, was not welcomed by the European bourgeoisie, who feared

the implicatiors of granting absolute power to the masses, which could pose a threat to

their enjoyed privileges and property, as well as social and economic btateg 015).

6.2.5 The birth of liberal democracy
Liberal democracy, also known as western democracy, is éouad a liberal political

ideology, and based on government, in which a representative democracy functions under
the codes of classical liberalism (Bell, 2009). Classical liberalism may be best understood
as a political ideology that advocates equality diberty, supports civil rights,
democracy, secularism, gender equality, internationalism and the freedoms of speech, the
press, religion and markets (Fukuyama, 2012). A liberal democracy is typically
characterised by the separation of powers into diffdseanches of government, the rule

of law, free and fair elections between several diverse political parties, political freedoms,
and the preservation and protection of civil and human rights, as well as civil liberties for
all people (Fukuyama, 2012). practice, it draws its authority from a constitution that
delineates the powers of government, in order to preserve the social contract. It has, over
the last century, become the principal political system in the world. The rule of law, or
what has been da&led to be law, is one of the defining features of a liberal democracy
(Fukuyama, 2012).

The evolution of democracy, since its ancient origins, has beema@iimented, and its

variants have occupied political philosophers, especially regarding iiestations in
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western societiedsakhan & Stockwell, 2011)This gave birth to the idea of a liberal
democracy, which, although it appears closely affiliated to its ancestor, is founded on the
notion of government by the consent of the governed, fopwidgical equality, human

rights (including the right of political participation), and accountability of power to the
governed, as well as the rule of law (Ake, 2000). Therefore, liberal government replaces
the i1 deal of governmemimelmy tHlyetpeopgloasewi:

emphasses the sovereignty of the law over the sovereignty of people (Fukuyama, 2012).

Al though many have advocated that | i ber a
preference, there are those who declare that liberabcracies are salploding and
unsustainable (Fukuyama, 2012). Maier (2015) views that state nations have employed
liberal democracy, produced failing institutions and maintains that people have generally

lost hope in that system of democracy. Ake (R00iscusses how the western social
sciencesd0 constant <clarification of the m
to the detriment of its democratic values. Ake (2000) for example expands on the
protective theory of democracy: the people aréguted from the state, through a vibrant

civil society and that political stability is dependent on people surrendering participation,

and political apathy is interpreted as a sign of people being content with rulers.

By contrast, Fukuyama (2012: p. 60ypaes that liberal democracy should be tied to a
market economy, and that the collapse of the Soviet Empire marked the beginning of the

A Amer-gtcyalne | i ber al democracyo. This author
new modern liberal democracy et be established, without the prior establishment of

a wellarmed and functional territorial state, with an independent judiciary, responsible

for overseeing the rule of law, which a robust state power then makes possible. According

to Fukuyama (2012),lai ber all democracy, centred on fr
political preference. Although Fukuyama (2012) admits that democracy has its share of
problems, he believes that they are remediable (though he does not provide the solution),
and that it $ a much more sustainable way of government, owing to itsterny
evolutionary characteristics. He also argues that the modern territorial state, such as
America, is the epitome of political order, and that order will only be realised, if there is

a ruleof law. Therefore, if there is no rule of law, there will be no state, and no liberal
democracy. The researcher is inclined to agree with Fukuyama (2012) in this respect, in

terms of the necessity of a rule of law in order to establish a state anddé@@dracy,

16C



but disagrees as to whether America can be
Although it appears to be a sustainable form of governance, minority groups are still
marginaised and cultural sensitivities are not always taken intositteration. America

currently, or rather the current administration has grossly neglected basic rights of ethnic

minority groups such as the Mexican immigrants.

However, according to Pieterse (1993), Fu
problemissues, with the main weakness of his argument being that liberal demiscracy
divorced from social actors, and is conceived in a natiate framework. Pieterse (1993)
highlights the three problem issues as: liberalism and its exclusions; liberalism and
democracy; as well as liberalism and imperialikuyama (2012) argues that the rule

of law outlines how the state is able to exercise power, and that democracy, as the tool of
elections, allows the state to best represent the interest of as manygsqomsible, and

not only that of the ruling elites. Although this is the basis of his argument for liberal
democracy, Fukuyama (2012) does admit that it has its shortcomings, as he admits that
globaisation did not benefit all people equally, and the mwtof democracy has been

taken for granted. This author argues that, though many nation states have endeavoured

to become liberal democracies, people are still dissatisfied with how the state institutions

are managed. Fukuyama (2012: p. 11) concludes daitdiing, with reference to the
sustainability of a I|iberal democracy, 0eéi
interesting test of the stability of our democratic institutions, how legitimate they are,

whether they can actually seiffor r. ect 0

In contrast to Fukuyama, Ake (2000) argues that a liberal democracy is not essentially
democratic, as it only gives power to a few (the elite). Ultimately, it is not relevant, or
sensitive to the socieconomic, cultural and historical legacies andumstances, as

well as the collective aspirations of the people, especially, the African people. Ake (2000:

p . 75) states, Aithe feasibility of democr
relates to the social experience of Africans and how farivse s t heir soci al
researcher strongly supports the view of Ake in this regard, as the tribal, cultural and
social sensitivities of the native people have to be considered in order to reach a true
democracy. A further discussion of this is pdmd in the concluding chapter.
Additionally, Ake (2000) is a proponent for social democracy, which is characterised by

policies that focus on addressing social issues, such as inequality, oppression of
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underprivileged groups and poverty. Besides, socialodeacy focuses on policies that

support access to public services such as education, health care, child care, and care for
the el derly and workersod6 compensation. Ac
African democracies to deal with such socialmss, is one of the greatest challenges to

the process of democratisation, as social development and political development are

i nterlinked, and cannot be separated. I n
problems is not the Western based deracy, but a uniquely African grounded one, as
Athe absence of enabling conditions for d
greatest obstacle to democracy in Africa, just as the transformation of society for the
empowerment of ordinary peoples t he greatest chall enge ¢
1993: p. 11).

As previously mentioned, the researcher is also in agreement with Ake (1993) who argues
against the copying of a Western liberal democracy, as a solution for the problems of
Africa. A uniquely African democracy would be grounded in a process of remedying

social issues, than just political ones. While Fukuyama (2012) proposes thieenalbo
democracy, as the way forward, and favours transformation from thaotop, Ake

(1993) argues #t transformation should start at grassroots, and supports the fugitom
approach. For Ake (2000), democracy should be launched from the social base of society,

in order to ensure its longevity. Ake (2000) avers that, whereas a popular form of
democracy wold empower the people, a liberal democracy would disempower them. In

his view, some of the qualities for a popular democracy would include its transformation,

to ensure that everyone participates as part of an interconnected whole, to promote the
common @od (Ake, 2000: p. 184). His notion of participation does not rest on

i ndividuality, but on the fAsoci al natur e
burdens and the rewards of community memb
advocated thatlemocracy had to be relevant to the African people, as well as
developmental, alongside the democratisation of the state (Ake, 2000).

Ake (1993), in a radical manner, addresses the challenge of democratisation as the
solution to Afr evelepdment, therviokent sature of palitcsl @ndd
debilitating cycle of violent conflicts, such as communal conflicts, civil wars, and
regional wars, which breed insecurity, and undermine progress on the continent.

However, it is important to note, that uattately, he considers democracy in Africa a
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highly contested and complex terrain. His contribution was-tmnmect democratisation
with the historical struggles of Africans for power, freedom and development (Ake,
1993).

Many scholars have argued aboatrebcracies, as well as the types of democracies that

will be feasible for different nations, whether it be state nations or tribal ones, as is the
case of Africal/Ake, 1993;Zakaria, 1997; Willis, 2015However, during the Cold War,

the different variatins of what was deemed a democracy, was brought to the fore, and
though loosely used and defined, it is now evident that not all democracies afAlaike

1993) Larry Diamond (1997) and Fareed Zakaria (1997) drew further distinctions
between the Westeliberal democracies and the limited ones that emerged from second

and third world countries, such as Russia and Africa. Other democracies included popular

and delegative democracies. It appears that democracy has become a term that is less easy
to define,and cannot be confined to mere electoral procedures that have been-sharply
defined as a process of democracy (Gause |
voteo had al ways been the base of a direc:
notenough to ensure fair representation, as power is still held in the hands of the few elite
(Hashemi, 2009) I n this regard, Fareed Zakaria (
I mportant virtue of gover nmentmanyldhedristst hey &
have shifted from focusing on the centrality of the popular vote, in favour of more
reasoned decisiemaking within institutional pluralism (Zakaria, 1997). The definitions

of democracy, specifically liberal democracy, are not necessariyagtors for

legitimacy and efficacyHashemi, 2009)According to the researcher, the development

of a new social democracy may be necessary, rooted in the social base of society, with
structures and powers that allow for decisions to be made, indepehttenpeople, but,

for the protection of the people. Ake (2000: p. 130), who leans towards a social
democracy, admi t s, féeven at its best, [
people having effective decisianaking power. The essence of liaedemocracy is

precisely the abolition of popular power and the replacement of popular sovereignty with

the rule of | aw. O

Gwatkin (1980) considers that some systems of governance have yielded some success,
and created stability in African communitiesi§ system is characterised by a sense of

social cohesion that allows people to come together, in order to ensure the survival of
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each member (Gwatkin, 1980), and is based on what is dedmetty wherein the

individual is intertwined with the collective.

6.2.6 The assumptions of a liberal democracy
It should be noted here that the ideal of liberal democracy was born out of a panicked

need of the ruling elites to protect their individual property, against the will of the
majority (Fukuyama, 2012 Currently,even the most advanced democratic governments,
such as the United States of America, are reduced to-pauty electoral competition,

and is merely an ideological representation of democracy. Democracies are supposed to
be systems, in which citizens frgehake political decisions by majority rule, and do so
under the rule of the majority. However, these systems are not necessarily truly
democratic Fukuyama, 2012). A trulgemocratic society advocates that majority rule is
only executed, when coupled wahguarantee of individual human rights, which include
the ethnic, religious and political ones (Fukuyama, 2012). The rights of minorities are
independent, and not eliminated by majority vote, because of the basic institssgtbnal
rights of all humansL{jphart, 2012.

Alonsoet al.(2011) argue that a representative democracy operates in accordance with a
constitution, which limits the powers of the government, and guarantees fundamental
rights to all citizens. This form of government is a constitutialeghocracy (Alonsote

al., 2011).In such a society, the majority rules, and the rights of minorities are protected
by law, and through the institutiomsdtion of law. These elements clearly define the
fundamental elements of all modern democracies,pe@s/e of history, culture and
economy (Alonscet al.,2011). These essential elements of constitutional government,
which is majority rule, coupled with individual and minority rights, with the rule of law,
are applied in Canada to Costa Rica, FranceBas\wana, Japan and India (Alornsio

al., 2011). The question arises as to whether they are really sustainable in the long run.

Foa and Mounk (2016argue that the success and stability of liberal democracy, is
premised on three assumptions about s@itgalFirst, the population shares a moderately
similar worldview, influenced by mainstream media, such as broadcast news,
newspapers, radio. As a result, a similar worldview is shared by diverse communities, as
they are all part of the same conversatiangd share the sanfacts The second

assumption is the broadghared economic growth and relative economic equality. For
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most of the history of the world, there was basically no economic growth. The researcher
is of the view that a liberal democracy aating to Foa and Mounk (2016) cannot be
sustained, as populations are diverse and thus have diverse worldviews, and secondly do

not share relative economic equality.

Mounk (2014) argues that eras of stable liberal democracies around the world have
largely been dependent on, and charaster by, fairly homogeneous populations.
However, liberal democracy has come under severe stress, and is unravelling under the
weight of these assumptions (Mounk, 2014). The impact of social media in the
dissemination of irdrmation, facts and opinions, has exploded over the last decade. Any
individual can now become a broadcaster, allowingfriee-er expression of opinion,

which has, in turn, fuelled the development of fringe ideas and conspiracy theories. In
terms of econmic growth, it has been relatively stagnant, and more people believe that

their futures may not be financially secured (Axford, 2011).

Lastly, to address the assumption of a relatively homogenous population, in order to
achieve a liberal democracy, susstillly, it should be noted that the rate of immigration
has increased rapidly since the meentieth century, leading to a particular and rapid
increase in diversity (Mounk, 2014). These assumptioas which a liberal democracy

is premised- have come under severe stress and further confirms that a new form of
democracy or governance is desperately needed by the rffasaes Mounk, 2016)In

an authoritarian society, virtually all such organisations would be controlled, licensed,
watched, or otherwesaccountable to the governmeMiajer, 2015) In a democracy, the
powers of the government are, by law, clearly defined and sharply limited. As a result,
private organisations are free of government control. Other groups, concerned with the
arts, the pratce of religious faith, scholarly research, or other interests, may choose to

have little, or no contact with the government atAalirfan, 2013)

6.2.7 Islam and the democracy
Islam is a religion of peace that advocates equality of all humans, not only in the eyes of

God, but before the state (Moghadam, 2013). However, there are groups with deviated
extremist ideologies in Libya, and the Islamic world, who declare the ideanafcdacy
asun-Islamic(Hassan, 2015Most of the adherents of such ideologies resort to violence

and terrorism as a means of imposing their discourse on others, for example, the rise of
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ISIS in Libya (Hassan, 2015). Clearly, no contradiction exists betwslam and
democracy, as evidenced by some of the largest Muslim countries in the world, namely,
Indonesia and Malaysia (Elbadawilakdisi & Milante, 201]). These countries have
flourished under democratic rule, and yielded higher levels of development an
prosperity, while preserving and maintaining their Islamic identity, values and culture
(Meijer, 2014). However, the majority of the MENA countries, Saudi Arabia especially,
have grossly violated human rights such as freedom of speech and fair etystianmais.
Although most Arab countries claim to follow Islamic Law, their interpretation and
application of it is clearly neglected and are primarily identified as dictatorships rather

than democracies.

6.2.8 Theoretical foundations of liberal democracy
The clasgal theory of liberal democracy was developed by social contact theorists,

Thomas Hobbes and John Lockéachpherson, 1962Hobbes, who was disturbed by

the fear of civil strife and political turmoil, developed the idea of liberal democracy, as a
foundaton for sound political ordeMachpherson, 1962 e maintained that society, as

well as human nature demand, and have to function within order. In addition, he asserted
that any order is better than disorder. Human nature, according to Hobbes, in,essence
seeks gratification, where humans are laws unto themséhaasr( 2015) Therefore, the

very nature of humans requires order, and in the absence of such order, certain chaos and
lawlessness will prevaiHashemi, 2009)This would be the alternative pwlitical order

making, and may only be avoided with the institution of order, to achieve harmonious
interaction between humanguck, 1990).This political order is founded othe

Leviathon orthe sovereigriDahlberg & Holmberg, 2014).

The sovereigdoes not expect people to relinquish their human natures and natural rights,
nor does it impose any obligation to those who have surrendered their right of nature to
the governing bodyBell, 2009).Bell (2009) maintains that there is no limit on the
obligation of the subject tahe sovereignand is dependent on the idea of self
preservation. When the ideal of spleservation becomes threatened, the obligation of

the subject to the sovereign will be removBel(, 2009).This theory of political order

is based on the idea that the consent of the subject is given under chaotic and anarchic
conditions, such as fear of imminent death (Ake, 2000). Evidently, the consent borders

on compulsion, removing the notion of choice from the subject.
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