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The study of sound symbolism, phonetics and semantics has been of major concern for

linguists since the Greeks and the Romans in the fifth century before AD. The idea of

sound symbolism - the existence of correspondence between the sound of letters (or

words) and meaning - has been a contentious issue amongst linguists. Classical Arabic

linguists, such as Ibn Jinni (942-1002 AD), and modern Arabic linguists, including al-

Badráwi (1999), and Na'aim Alwia (1984), have attempted to elucidate this phenomenon,

providing detailed description and some examples from Arabic and the Holy Qur'an.

Modern Western linguists such as Magnus (1999) have discussed the correspondence

between the sounds of letters and the sense in Western languages. Jespersen (1962) and

Badráwi (1999) have recommended that this phenomenon needs further detailed study

and have indicated the need of more examples to be used as reference theory.

ABSTRACT

Using Ibn Jinni's model, this study is an attempt to build on the theory of the

correspondence between sound and meaning using the Holy Qur'an as an example. While

Jinni's focus was on the correspondence of sound and meaning at the word level, this

study will focus on the individual sound segments within the word, and the effect of the

word within the Surat. The argument is that it is the individual distinctive features of each

phoneme in a word that give the word its distinctive sound quality, and also has have an

impact on the meaning of the word. Any correspondence between sound and meaning in

a word should therefore be assigned to a particular significant distinctive feature. Given

that the focus on the presumed direct relationship between sound and meaning, recourse

will be made to the principal of onomatopoeia. Therefore, the objective of this study is to

investigate the relationship between the distinctive features of the sounds that form

Arabic words and the meaning of such words as used in the Holy Qur'an. In particular,

the study will analyze the distinctive features, such as a sound being a consonant or a

vowel, voicing, manner and place of articulation, airstream mechanism, among others

(singly or combined) of the sounds in Arabic words, and relate this to the meaning of the

4
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1.0 INTRODUCTION [ENGLISH VERSION]

words. This phenomenon will be investigated using descriptive methods and the Holy

Qur' an as the object of study.

Language plays a significant role in human life as it is the most important means of

communication and expression. Communication comes from the meanings that are

attached to pieces of words (letters), to words, or to groups of words and are conveyed in

writing or in speech. Sibawahi mentioned in his book Al-Kitab I , the idea of Al-khalil on

this phenomenon that concern with the nature of Arabic linguistic structure such as: the

sounds and words and phrases and semantic2. The phonemes are the most important

elements of the language, i.e. every language has its system of phonemes ,of distinctive

sounds. In Arabic the change in sound of the letter is one of the most important means of

changing of the meaning of the words. The study of meaning of the word is to look at the

sound that forms the word and their impact on the sense of the word.

IS THERE ANY RELATION BETWEEN THE SOUND AND THE MEANING?

5

One way of studying meaning is to look at the properties of the sounds that make a word

and their association (if any) with the meaning of the word. One relationship of sound

and meaning is captured in the concept of onomatopoeia.

In order to study the relationship between sound and meaning, there is a need to define

the sounds of language as AI-Jahiz mentioned that "Sound is the mechanism that divides

the word into sections (phonemes), and the letter will never be a speech without this

phoneme'". Al-Jahiz concludes that speech is a divided and intermittent sound. The

phoneme can be arranged to form the words, and the words can be arranged to form

I Sibawaih 1988.AI-Kitab, analysis by Abd aI-SalamMoammedHaroun, Vo13,Cairo, Egypt.

2 Auob, A. M. 1984,al-kalam Intajahu wa tahlilahu Vol 1,AI-KuwaitUniversity, p19-26
3 AI-Jahiz,Abu Osman Orner Ibn Bahar 1968.al-tibyan wa al-tabyin, volI, Dár Sader,

Beirut, Part 1p56.
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sentences and speech. The sound of language has been of major concern to several

linguists". Sounds of language - known as phonemes - are classified according to their

"distinctive features". Distinctive features are considered as basic units of phonological

structures.

The study of sound symbolism, phonetics, and semantics is the concern of this study and,

indeed, has been of major concern to several linguists throughout history such as (AI-

Faráhidi (842-919/ 100-177H), Sibawaih (756-796/ 140-180H), AI-Saimari (D 240H),

AI-Jahiz (D 255), Ibn Jinni (942-1002), al-Suyuti (1455-1505 / 849 -911H), Naium

Alawia (1986), Aniss (l906-1977AD), Sapir (1921); Jespersen (1922b), and al-Badráwi

(1999). These linguists have studied the correspondence between the sound of words as

contained in the letters that form them and the sense and related meaning. The idea of the

existence of a correspondence between the sound and the sense - sound symbolism - has

provoked disagreement amongst linguists; with some ardently supporting the concept and

others as ardently opposing it. Jespersen (1922) in his book the language" concludes that

not all words at all times in all languages have a significant correspondence to their

sounds. But sounds may, in some cases, be symbolic of their meaning. The Arabic

linguist al-Saimari stated that there is a natural correspondence between sounds and

senses and the meaning of the word. His followers, influenced by al-Saimari's idea

applied it to some other languages such as ai-Farsi (AI-Sálih, 1986). The first Arabic

linguist who studied this phenomenon in some detail was Ibn Jinni in his book Al-

Khasa'is 7 who confirmed, by way of examples from the Qur'an, that there is a definite

correspondence between the sound and meaning of a word. He was aware that this was

an open area of research that needed further investigation. Recently, the Arabic linguist

4 Auob, A. M. 1984,a/-ka/am Intajahu wa tahlilahu Vol 1, AI-KuwaitUniversity, p19-26
5 Rogers, H. 2000. The Sounds of Language: an introductionto phonetics. Toronto:

Longman.
6 Jespersen, O. 1922. Language -Its Nature, Development and Origin. London: Allen and

Unwin.
7 Ibn Jinni, A. F. O. 1980.AI-Khasa'is (Language Properties) (three vols.). Publisher::

Dár al- Kutub al-Masriyyah, Cairo
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al-Badráwi (1999) related this concept to aspects of western and eastern languages from

early history to the present in his book A/-rarnziah al-Sawtiyyah". He confirmed the

relationship of Ibn Jinni's idea to the phoneme in modem theory of languages. This

confirmation of the relevance of Ibn Jinni' s work encouraged the researcher to study this

phenomenon further by analyzing the distinctive features of phonemes as represented by

the Arabic letters and relate this to the meaning of the words that they form with

examples from the Holy Qur'an.

1.1 The research problem

Although the relationship between the sound (their manner of articulation) of the letters

and their correspondence with the meaning of the words has been addressed by several

linguists and scholars, this phenomenon still needs to be studied from other aspects- such

as the study of distinctive features and their relationship to the meaning of the words they

form. As indicated earlier, past studies have concentrated on the "global" sounding of the

word without using scientific techniques, such as the distinctive features theory, to

identify which specific sound or sound feature gives the word its distinctive sound

property whose meaning is believed to be derived from. The relationship between sound

and meaning, in theory, seems to be more evident in texts that have qualities of erudition

and eloquence such as the Holy Qur'an. There is therefore, need to study such texts with

the aim of finding and, using suitable linguistic approach, examine and account for any

relationship between sound and meaning. Such an examination of texts will enable us to

understand better the meaning and full implication of the word and hence to a better

understanding of the sentences.

7

The Quran was revealed audibly as Subhi AI-Sálih confirmed in his book Mabahis ft au/urn
al-Quran', then transfer to al-Sahaba from the Prophet Muhammad, peace be upon him

audibly. This is confirmed that the sound of letter has impact on the mean of word.

8 AI-Sálih, S. 2000Mabahis fi au/urn a/-Quran, vol 24 Publisher:Dár al-:'lim, Beirut.
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1.2 Aim and objectives of the research

The main aim of this study is to investigate the relationship between the distinctive

features of the sounds that form Arabic words and the meaning of such words as used in

the Holy Qur'an. In particular, the study will analyze the distinctive features, such as a

sound being either a consonant or a vowel, state of glottis, manner and place of

articulation, airstream mechanism, among other distinctive features (singly or combined)

of the sounds in Arabic words, and relate this to the meaning of the words they form.

This phenomenon will be investigated using descriptive methods and the Holy Qur'an as

the object of study. This will be guided by the following questions:

i. Do the distinctive features of the phonemes that constitute the words in the

Holy Qur'an have any impact on the meaning of the word?

ii. Does the sound of the word have an influence on the meaning of the text?

III. Do the foundations of the Arabic words have an influence on the meaning of

the text?

The following objectives will be used to answer these questions:

i. To study and analyze the distinctive features of the Arabic letters as used in

the Holy Qur'an.

II. To analyze the influence of the distinctive features in the sound of words as

used in the Holy Qur'an.

Ill. To examine the relationship between the sound and meaning of the words in

the Holy Qur'an ..

IV. To study the influence of words on the meaning of the selected texts of the

Holy Qur'an.

v. To make conclusions and recommendations about the relationship of sound

and meaning and its implications for the interpretation of the Holy Qur'an.

https://etd.uwc.ac.za/



1.3 Literature review

As far back as the Ancient Greeks, linguists, scholars, and researchers have studied and

analyzed the natural correspondence between sound and sense, and the manner in which

words acquire their content and value through a certain sound symbolism. The best-

known examples are found in Socrates (469-399 BC), Plato (427-347 BC), al-Faráhidi

(842-919 AD) Ibn Jinni (942-1002 AD) Al-Suyuti (1455-1505 AD), Sapir (1884-1939

AD), Aniss (1906-1977AD), Jespersen (1922b), Magnus (1999) and al-Badráwi (1999).

These philosophers tried to confirm the relationship between the sound of the word and

the meaning (depending on the sense that comes up from the word or part of the word) by

citing examples to prove their point. However, their viewpoints were not convincing

enough for some of the later linguists because their findings could not be generalized all

words at all times in all languages.

Two theories were dominant at that time of Socrates and Plato - the Heraclites and the

Democrites (Bloomfield, 1984). The first theory contended that the relationship between

the name and the named is collusive and idiomatic. Socrates (469-399 BC) supported the

first theory because he believed that the name and the entity are harmonically related and

that we have to start from the entities not from the words (names) that have been given to

them - that is because the words always change but not the facts (Bloomfield, 1984).

Then Plato, who lived from 427 to 347 BC, tried to deal with this issue holistically (Plato,

1952). He established a conversation between the idiomatic school and the Democrites

who denied that the name could explain the named (they thought the name is given only

because of its repetition).

9

Al-Faráhidi was the first linguist to investigate the link between letters and their meaning

in his book al-ï.Ayn". The Arabic linguist al-Saimari who followed al-Faráhidi, stated that

9 AI-Faráhidi 2003. Kitab al-'Ayn Analsis by Dr Abd elhameed al-Hindawi, Beirut, Dár

al-Kitáb ai-Arabia publisher.
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there is a natural relation between sound and the sense and meaning". His followers

have tried to apply al-Saimari's idea to some other languages such as al-Farsi". Ibn Jinni

is the first Arabic linguist who showed how the letters of the Arabic alphabet are an

important consideration in discussing the meaning of words and the reason behind the

choice of the letter and their position within the word. In his book al-Khasa'is'"; Ibn

Jinni elucidated this theory, providing detailed descriptions and some scattered and

random examples (Ayah) from the Holy Qur'an. Ibn Jinni says that there is no doubt that

a relationship exists between the sound and the meaning, such as that found in the

combination of three letters al-Jim, al-Bá, and al-Rá(...J -y -C) which connote the

meaning of strength and the power" as in:

1. From the root ...J-Y -C A king is referred to as the ''jábara'' ~ due to the

strength and the power he holds.

2. From the root C -...J -y bár] referred to a tower or fortress, due to its self-

sufficiency in its provisions, and power to protect those inside and within.

10

Ibn Jinni also discussed the letters' convergence with the meaning and gave the following

example from the chapter of Maryam in the Qur'an. In the surah of Maryam where God

stated "See you not that We have sent the al-shayatin (devils) against the disbelievers to

push them to do evil" the word push is the translation of the Arabic statement

lO AI-Suyuti, A. 1. 1958. Al-Muzhir fii .alum al-Lughah Al-Muzhir in language (The

correspondence between the sound and the meaning), Beirut, Publisher: Dár Haya'

al-Kutub al-'arabiyyah.

IIAl-Sálih, S. 1986 Dirasát fi Fiqh al-Lughah (Studies in philology). Beirut: Dár al-: 'lim

Publisher.

12 Ibn Jinni, A. F. o. 1980. Al-Khasa'is (Language Properties) (three vols.). Publisher:: Dár al-

Kutub al-Masriyyah, Cairo.

13 Ibn Jinni, Al-Khasa'is, Issue 2 p135
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"Tauzahum Aza". God's use of the expression "Tau'zahum Aza" rather than the

expression "Tahuzahum haza"; that is the use of the letter "Alif" instead of the letter "há"

is because it is stronger in meaning. Jurjani (2005) in his book entitled The Qur'an

miracle proof discussed the correspondence between the sound and the meaning of words

and sentences. He mentioned that the words always represent the thought while the whole

text gives the contextual meaning.

AI-Suyuti (1958) confirms the existence of a consistency between the sound and the

meaning. He mentions that as the language is from GOd14 it should have a

correspondence between the sound of the letters (and words) and their meaning. This

study examines this further with reference to the Holy Qur'an.

Jespersen (1922) in his book (Language -its nature, development and origin) has

conducted a great deal of research into sound symbolism. He has stated that not all words

at all times in all languages significantly correspond to their sounds. But sounds may in

some cases be symbolic of their meaning, even if they are not so in all words. He has

dedicated a chapter of his book to the study of sound symbolism and presents his findings

in the form of twelve topics. For example, in one of his research topic entitled "Direct

imitation" he has stated that the simplest case is the direct imitation of the sound, such as

clink, clank, ting, tinkle for various metallic sound; splash, bubble, sizz, sizzle for sounds

produced by water and snort, sneeze, snigger, whisper for sound produced by human

beings. Jn another of his topics "Movement", he has stated that it is quite natural that

movement itself may be expressed by the word in its sound, such as bubble, splash,

clash, snap, crack, and peck. He also asserts that some sound combinations occur

frequently for the more or less noiseless quality of the seizing of a thing, such as snack,

snatch, and catch. Jn topic "Size and distance", Jespersen contends that the letters can

also express the sense and meaning of the word such as the vowel [i] especially in its

14 AI-Suyuti,A. J. 1958.Al-Muzhir fii .alum al-Lughah Al-Muzhir in language (The
correspondence between the sound and the meaning),Beirut, Publisher: Dár Haya'

al-Kutub al-'arabiyyah.

https://etd.uwc.ac.za/
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narrow or thin variety is appropriate to express what is small, weak, and insignificant. In

"Things and appearances" he argues that there is a natural association between high tones

(sound with very rapid vibration) and light, and inversely between low tones and

darkness, such as the word light and dark, the vowel [i] is felt to be more appropriate for

light and [0] be more appropriate for word gloom which means darkness. In conclusion

Jespersen points the way to further research stating that "it would be an interesting task to

examine in detail and systematically what ideas lend themselves to symbolic presentation

and what sounds are chosen for them in different languages. That however could only be

done on the basis of many more examples than I can find space for in this work"

(Jespersen, 1922). The current study is an attempt to add to these examples by examining

any association between sound and meaning in the Holy Qur'an.

What Jespersen and Ibn Jinni have asserted about the correspondence between the letters

and their meanings encourages this researcher to investigate this phenomenon and try to

substantiate it further with evidence and more examples from the Holy Qur'an. For

instance the word "nadh" which means splash and the word "nadkh" in the Ayah 66 of

surah aI-Rahman which mean "gushing". The letter "Há" is weaker in phonation than the

letter "khá"; this is consistent with the use of letter "khá" to express the flow of more

water (and the quantity).

Ibrahim Aniss (1958) was one of the linguists who disagreed with Ibn Jinni. He said there

is no logical link between the letters and the general meaning that is portrayed by these

letters. AI-Sálih in his book Dirasát ft Fiqh al-Lughah'? disagreed with Aniss Ibrahim

and supported the sound symbolism theory. Al-Mubarak in his book Fiqh al-Lughah wa

Khasa'is al- 'arabiyyah 16 says that "there is no doubt in the existence of the consistency of

sounds and the meanings in the construction of phonate and the influence of letters in

strengthening and weakening the word". He further states that "there is harmony between

15 AI-Sálih, S. 1986Dirasát fi Fiqh al-Lughah (Studies in philology). Beirut: Dár al-:'lim

Publisher.
16 Al-Mubarak,M. 1964.Fiqh al-Lughah wa Khasa'is al- 'arabiyyah (Philology and

Arabic Properties). Publisher: Dár al-Fikr, Cairo.
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the sound of the letters that construct the phonate and the semantic". He continues that

"the examples and the evidence given by researchers on this topic are not enough to infer

a general rule that covers all Arabic phonates. This is a road that must be taken for further

investigation and studies. And will lead to great results in the Arabic word history" 17.

Al-Badráwi in his book Al-ramziah al-Sawtiyyalï", talked about the history of the

correspondence of sound and meaning starting with the Romans in the fifth century BC to

al-Faráhidi (842-919 AD) then Ibn Jinni (942-1002 AD) and the linguistic scholars such

as Muhammad al-Antáki, 'abd al-karim Mujahid, and 'Abd al-salám al-Musada. He also

discussed some of the western linguists such as Ferdinand De Saussure, Bloomfield,

Stephen Ullmann, Otto Jespersen and their ideas. He thus presents the issue of the

correspondence between sound and meaning in western and eastern languages from the

time of the Romans to the present and confirms the place of Ibn Jinni's concept "the

expressive value of the letter" in the theory of modern languages.

In recent times some modern linguists and researchers (Osman 1995, Abd al-Jalil 1998,

AI-Saghir 2000, and al-Na'aim 2006) have addressed the correspondence between the

sound and the meaning. They have written articles on the subject confirming this

phenomenon, but they have not yet produced sufficient evidence to make it a convincing

reference theory.

Leaman (2006) stated that the Holy Qur'an is regulated in pronunciation, intonation and

breaks, but within those rules there is considerable scope for development depends on the

text itself and the necessity to stop at particular places, although it is possible to start at

various places, and before coming to the end of the whole Sural. In all cases the stress is

on each consonant and vowel, so that each word is pronounced clearly and with regard to

13

17 Al-Mubarak, M. 1964.Fiqh al-Lughah wa Khasa'is al- 'arabiyyah (Philology and

Arabic Properties). Publisher: Dár al-Fikr, Cairo.

18 AI-Badráwi, Z. 1999.Al-ramziah al-Sawtiyyah (Sound symbolism:The relation

between the word and its symbol) Publisher.: Dár al-Ma'árif , Cairo.
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The study of this phenomenon throughout the past decade gives the researcher the idea of

how the linguists and scholars deal with relationship between the sound of the word and

its meaning where they depend on the senses of word only. The researcher realizes that

this disagreement between them was due to the fact that this phenomenon, according to

their assumptions, cannot be applied to all words at all time and in all languages. This

leads the researcher's decision to study this phenomenon from other perspectives, such as

analyzing and studying the word in terms of their letters, in particular looking into the

distinctive features the letters that make up the word.

the syntactic structure of the sentence in which it occurs, the idea is that, since the words

are so beautiful, they have to be pronounced in an especially beautiful way

1.4 Significance of the study

The study of phonetics and semantics has been of major concern to linguists. Linguists

have had mixed feelings on the idea of an existence of a correspondence between sound

and sense - sound symbolism. This study aims at examining this assertion by analyzing

the relationship between sound and meaning in the Holy Qur'an. Indeed, the motivation

behind this study is to find evidence from the Holy Qur'an to confirm or dispute the

existing debate providing evidence from the most expressive book in Arabic, the Holy

Qur'an. If sufficient instances are found in the Holy Qur'an, this will be evidence of the

existence of the harmony between the sound and the meaning in Arabic. The outcomes of

this study will contribute knowledge and may give another angle to interpretation and

understanding the Holy Qur'an, a book of guidance for Muslims and the governance of

Muslim's social life.

14

1.5 Research methodology
This is an applied study where the researcher will investigate the harmony (the

relationship) between the distinctive features of letters - their manner of articulation

(sound)- in Arabic - such as consonants, vowels, voiced, voiceless, plosive, implosive,

and occlusive - and the meaning of the words they make up. Although no emphasis is put

https://etd.uwc.ac.za/



1.5.2 Sampling

on historical methods, we will use them to show the history of the phenomenon and its

development.

1.5.1 Data
The data for this study will comprise words from selected Ayahs of the Holy Qur'an. The

relationship between sounds that form the words and their meaning will be investigated.

The following section presents the criteria for sampling the words.

The words to be analyzed in this study will be chosen using a combination of random and

purposeful sampling. The Holy Qur'an consists of 114 Sural (chapters). Each surah

(chapter) is divided into number of Ayah (verses). The Holy Qur'an has a total number of

6666 Ayah. The Holy Qur'an has a total of 77701 words. Each word in the Holy Qur'an

is meaningful because it is the word of God. Therefore, each word in the Holy Qur'an is

taken to be of equal semantic value while interpreting the Holy Qur'an. Each word is a

suitable candidate for selection as part of the research sample, because the Qur'an spoke

about many of the phenomena such as volcanoes and earthquakes, which is mentioned

and explained in detail more than four centuries ago, and proven by geologist scientists

today.
The selected Sural (chapters) depends on the choice of the researcher.

15

1.5.3 Method of analysis
The researcher will use the descriptive method. The purpose of this method is to analyze

the information on the words to describe and relate that to the meaning of the word. The

distinctive features, which are significant features in describing the selected words, will

be studied using the structural linguistic theory of distinctive features. The Arabic

Dictionary that explains the meaning of words will also be used.

The researcher will then investigate and analyze the relationship between sound and

meaning in the selected Sural (chapters) in the Holy Qur'an using the Arabic dictionary

((AI-Asdf, 1926; Ibn Manzur, 1970; AI-Zubaidi 1994)) and the exegeses books in the

following manner:

https://etd.uwc.ac.za/
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Firstly, each word will be morphologically and phonemically analyzed with the

distinctive features - such as consonants, vowels, voiced, voiceless, plosive, implosive,

and occlusive - of each sound in the word analyzed. Then, the researcher will study the

relationship between these features and the sound of the word and relate them to meaning

of the word.

Secondly, the researcher will analyze the meaning of each Ayah (Verse) by referring to

the exegeses books (Qutb 1906-1966; AI-Tabari 2000). The aim of this investigation will

be to see if there are any words whose sounds can give the feeling of whole meaning of

the Ayah.

Finally, the researcher will look at the whole Surah in general and come to an

understanding of the message behind this Surah from selected exegeses.

The researcher used a popular references, books and articles on linguistic and exegeses to

study this phenomenon such as (Ghudb, 1960; AI-:umarii, 2001; Ibn Jinni, 1980; Hasán,

1998). The researcher also used material from the Internet such as exegeses, linguistic

texts, and books on rhetoric such as (Ibn Jinni 1980; AI-Zamakhshari 1985; Qutb 1966;

AI-Tabari 2000; Jurjani 2005).

1.6 Scope and Limitations

While this proposal is written in English, the final report will be written in Arabic. This

study will, therefore, be subject to the rules and conventions Arabic. However, the

researcher notes that this being a linguistic study, the universal conventions of language

study will be adhered to. The limitation of this study lies in difficulty in the selection of

the number of words in each Ayah to be analyzed. The exegeses and dictionary books

will be used in making the decision as to which words to be analyzed.

https://etd.uwc.ac.za/
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1.7 Chapter outline

Chapter I

Introduction: In this chapter the researcher will give a brief introduction of the

correspondence between letters and words and their sound, the origin of this

phenomenon, the objective of the research, and the outline of the thesis. It will also

include a general background of the study.

Chapter II

The Arabic Alphabet: Its Pronunciation and Characteristics: In this chapter the

researcher will study the Arabic alphabet and phonemic inventory. The chapter will deal

with issues and controversies among scholars, such as the disagreements among scholars

about their alphabetical order, sound order, characteristics, pronunciation and

classifications. The researcher in this chapter will use material from Qur'an exegesis and

linguistics texts, and Arabic grammar books such as (Jespersen 1922; Al-Suyuti 1958;

Ibn Faris 1963; Al-Suyuti 1967; Ibn Jinni 1980; AI-Zamakhshari 1985; Al-Sálih, S. 1986;

Al-Suyuti 2001; Hasán 1998; Jurjani 2005)

Chapter III

The foundations of the Arabic words: In this chapter the researcher will deal with the

foundations and the structure of the Arabic words, such as the bilateral, tripartite and

quadruple structures. The contribution of the sound to the overall meaning of the word

will be queried in this chapter. The researcher in this chapter will use material from

Qur'an exegesis and linguistics texts, and Arabic grammar books such as in Ibn Jinni

1980; Sibawaih 1988; Shahin 1993; Al-Saygh 1998; Hilal 1996; AI-Faráhidi 2003.
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Chapter IV

Semantics of Arabic letters and words: This chapter deals with the connotations and

the meaning of individual letters and sounds and what Ibn Jinni mentioned about this

phenomenon in linguistics book such as (Aniss, 1958; Abd al-Tawáb 1968; Ibn Jinni

1980; AI-Saygh 1998; AI-Badráwi 1999; Wafi 2005) .

An Analytical Study of the Qur'an: This chapter will deal with the analysis of the

relationship between sound and meaning in the data extracted from the Holy Qur'an. The

researcher in this chapter will analyze some examples from different parts of the Quran to

demonstrate the correspondence between the sound and the meaning of the words, and

overall impact this has on the general meaning using a Qur'an exegesis and linguistics

texts, such as Ghudb, 1960; Ibn Kathïr 1990; Qurtubi 2003)and Arabic dictionary such

as Ibn Manzur, 1970; AI-Zubaidi 1994, EI-Firozabadi 1993; AI-Razi 1995.

Chapter VI

Applied (Linguistic) Studies in the Qur'an: This chapter will deal with the analysis of

the relationship between sound and meaning in the data extracted from specific Quranic

Chapters; Chapter Maryam and Chapter Takwir. The researcher in this chapter will

identify particular words and analyze them using Qur'an exegeses and linguistics texts,

such (Ghudb, 1960; Ibn Kathïr 1990; Qurtubi 2003) and Arabic dictionary such as (Ibn

Manzur, 1970; AI-Zubaidi 1994, EI-Firozabadi 1993; AI-Razi 1995).

Chapter VII

Discussion, conclusion and recommendation

In this chapter the research will discuss the findings of the analysis, make conclusions,

and give recommendations.

18
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