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ABSTRACT

Violence against women is a profound social problem which has received much

attention from feminists, academics, activists, media, and also government. One such

form of violence is interracial rape. In South Africa, little is known about interracial rape

(rape across race groups). The main aim of this study is to examine students'

perceptions of power, gender and race in interracial rape. This thesis also explores

what White male and female students said, and what Black male and female students

said about power, race and gender when examining interracial rape.

This study is based within an interpretive-hermeneutical paradigm, using qualitative

methodology. Data was collected in six focus groups, three of which were held at a

historically Black university and three at a historically White university. Both men and

women participated in these groups. The data was analysed thematically with the aid

of a computerised software package, Atlasti.

The analysed text identified dominant and minor themes. The main themes that

emerged were as follows: 1) a power and domination theme, 2) a justification of rape

theme, 3) a race, racism and apartheid theme.

The results indicate that power plays an important role in interracial rape. Power

underpins both gendered and racial oppression. In interracial rape, racial oppression

iii
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becomes dominant and takes on more prominence than gender oppression. It is thus

foremostly perceived as a racial issue.

The final section of this thesis focuses on practical suggestions for the present study

as well as on areas for possible future research.
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

1.1 VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN

Violence against women is a world wide phenomenon. It includes acts such as rape,

battery, torture, sexual harassment, etc. This violence has generally been regarded by

feminist writing and activism as resulting from the structure and hierarchy of societies

of which women are a part. For example, violence against women has been identified

as an expression of patriarchy and as being related to women's social standing

(Brownmilier, 1975; Mabandla, 1993; Manzini, 1995). In a patriarchal social structure

women are seen as 'second class' citizens. Consequently, the phenomenon of violence

against women is more common in societies based on patriarchy, gross inequalities and

discrimination (Mabandla, 1993).

South Africa, where the study has been conducted, has been an example of such a

society. Discriminatory practices in this country were, historically, not only on the basis

of race but also along gender lines, making violence against women much more

widespread and complex.

In addition, in South Africa prior to the new constitution racial inequalities were not only

ideological, but also legislated. This was entrenched through the various apartheid laws,

1
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like the Immorality Act 23 of 1957, Group Areas Act 41 of 1950, Group Areas Act 77 of

1957, Group Areas Act 36 of 1966 and the Native Urban Areas Amendment Act 16 of

1955, to mention but a few. Whilst racial discrimination was enforced ardently through

legislation, gender discrimination was enforced more indirectly, yet with as much

earnestness. Three examples of discriminatory legislation which have a direct bearing

on the subject of this study are the Immorality Act (Act 23 of 1957), the Prohibition of

Mixed Marriages Act (Act 55 of 1949) and the law that governed marriage in community

of property (Matrimonial Property Act 88 of 1984). Regarding the Prohibition of Mixed

Marriages Act 55 of 1949, Zaal (1995) has argued that although it was primarily racially

motivated, its effect was to leave 'unknown numbers of women saddled with the sole

responsibility for illegitimate children and too afraid to claim maintenance, like the

concubines of the Roman and Roman-Dutch systems' (p. 34).

Until December 1993, an inferior status was imposed on women in South Africa who

were married in community of property. In terms of the domain of marriage, a range of

discriminations against women was legislated. For Black women, this was more

'profound' as their marriages were not even recognised by the state. This is evident in

the cases where women, White, Coloured and Indian, who were married in community

of property before 1 November 1984, and Africans who were married before 2

December 1988, were considered legal minors (Kadalie, 1995). These women could

not open bank accounts, sign property leases, or conduct legal transactions without the

consent of their husbands.

2
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Women married after these dates were considered adults before the law, but their

husbands still maintained marital power. This meant that husbands could determine.

where the family would live during marriage, and in the event of divorce or separation,

would be given guardianship over the children (Kadalie, 1995).

Just as legislated 'violence' such as the above is a form of discrimination and

oppression against women, so is sexual violence. Violence against women is

universally a profound social problem and for South Africa it is one of the major

challenges that face the post apartheid South African political dispensation.

The ultimate form of violence against women is rape. In South African Law, rape is

defined as unlawful sexual intercourse with a woman without her consent (Burchell &

Milton, 1991). However, since the seventies, when rape became an important issue to

fight and challenge in the USA's women's movement, feminists such as Millet (1970),

Griffin (1971), and Brownmiller (1975) emphasised that sexual intercourse is not the

goal when a man rapes a woman. Since then many others have pointed out that

despite reference to intercourse, the act of rape is not to be confused with sex, but

rather to be regarded as an act of violence and oppression (Donat & D'Emilio, 1992;

Russell, 1975). It has been argued many times over that rape must be seen as a crime

whereby men exert their power over women (Donat & D'Emilio, 1992; Millet, 1970;

Russell, 1975).

Russell (1975) has asserted that rape should be understood as an extreme acting out

3
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of qualities that are regarded as supermasculine: aggression, force, power, strength,

toughness, dominance and competitiveness. Sexual violence may be the arena where

masculinity is most intensely and overtly acted out, especially by men who feel

powerless in other areas of their lives and whose masculinity is threatened by their

sense of powerlessness. It is said that sexist beliefs and racist beliefs are most often

expressed through the act of rape by Black and White men of low socio-economic

status because they feel powerless (Lindemann, 1984; Russell, 1975). With regards

to race, interracial rape is seen as an expression of power over women as well as

power over other race groups (Amir, 1971; Cleaver, 1968; Curtis, 1975, 1976).

This study will examine university students' perceptions of interracial rape. The

relationship and interaction between power, race and gender in the rape of Black

women by White men and White women by Black men is one of the concerns of the

study.

Interracial rape refers to the rape of women by men from a different racial group. As we

shall see in chapter four, rape predominantly occurs within races (interracial). Despite

the statistically insignificant percentage of interracial rape in South Africa, it is the focus

of this study. The reasons for this are twofold. The first is that interracial rape receives

prominence is however given to the rape of White women by Black men. On the other \
more prominence in the media and in society in general, when it occurs. More

hand, there exists a relative silence about the rape of Black women by White men. The (

rape of Black women and ultimately the oppression of Black women is thus in effect

4
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silenced and not recognised. This is of utmost concern to the author, being a Black /

woman.

The second reason for the focus of this study is to examine how power, race and

gender interplays in students discourse on interracial rape. Because interracial rape is

often sensationalised, it became important for the author to study why and how

students perceive interracial rape, and make sense of interracial rape.

1.2 DISCOURSES ON RAPE

Many different contexts of rape prevails in our society namely stranger rape,

acquaintance or date rape, and marital rape (only recently recognised in South African

law). Within these contexts, rape can be intraracial (within races) or interracial rape

(rape across races). Intraracial rape is when White men rape White women or when

Black men rape Black women. In this study interracial rape is defined as rape across

race groups. In other words, Black' on White rape, or White on Black rape. In interracial

rape, factors such as race, power and gender appear to playa role (Cleaver, 1968;

Davis, 1981; Russell, 1975).

There are various discourses which attempt to explain rape. These include traditional

5

theories like the Interactionist theories and Psychoanalytic theories. In recent decades

feminists have also theorised around the act of rape. Theorising is usually grouped

1 In this study, Black incorporates race groups previously classified as African, Coloured
and Indian in South Africa.
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under the labels Marxist feminism, radical feminism, liberal feminism and social

feminism. Interactionist theories (example Amir, 1971; Goode, 1969) are often victim-

precipitation theories. Feminist theories or discourses on the other hand look at

women's oppression from the women's point of view.

In the next chapter the traditional theories of rape are explored. As the study is located

within a feminist paradigm, in depth attention will be paid to feminist discourses of rape.

In this section, an overview of the discourses are provided.

Underlying many feminists' views of rape is the opinion that violence against women,

both sexual and nonsexual, is an expression of a patriarchal social system

(Brownmiller, 1975; Clark & Lewis, 1977; Russell, 1975,1982; Sanday, 1981). The

subjugation of women by men is viewed as built into the organisation of society. So that

women are systematically disadvantaged with respect to attaining valued

socioeconomic resources on which the perpetuation of male power depends. Rape is

thus construed as integral to the historic powerlessness of women in male-dominated

societies (Baron & Strauss, 1989). It is an expression of male dominance over women

and male anger against society which tends to be played out against powerless

minorities.

6
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states that it ,is an act in which a woman is used against her will because 'she is seen

as a piece of ass, and because the act of dominating her provides the rapist with a
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sense of power' (p. 265). She goes further and says that rape is an abuse of power

and the increase of rape indicates that men are increasingly unable to handle their

power over women and/or the reality that women are becoming more and more

emancipated.

As lynching is the ultimate act of racism, rape is the ultimate act of sexism (Davis,

1984). Davis (1984) concurs with Russell (1975) when she says that rape should be

recognised as one element in the complex structure of women's oppression. The

systematic oppression of women cannot be accurately evaluated, except, and

particularly important for the present study, in its connectedness with other forms of

oppression such as racism and sexual exploitation (Collins, 1990; Davis, 1984). It is

only when rape is placed within this social framework, that one can analyse how

interracial rape can be used to reinforce both racial and patriarchal ideologies (see

Crenshaw, 1997; Williams, 1997; Van Zyl, 1989).

One should note that some men are said to suffer from guilt after raping women

(Russell, 1975). When this guilt comes to the fore, racist and sexist ideologies are often

used as justification for the rape of women. These rapists use sexist and racist

ideologies to justify raping women in general, and in particular women who they

perceive to be 'loose', 'belonging' to other men, or those who are seen as 'uppity' and

who need to be put down (Dworkin, 1983; Russell, 1975).

Over the years, women have been viewed as the property of men. Consequently, rape

7
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is seen as theft of another man's property. Millet quoted in Griffin (1977) states:

'Traditionally rape has been viewed as an offense one male commits against another

- a matter of abusing his woman' (p. 61). In raping another man's women, a man may

aggrandize his own manhood and concurrently reduce that of the other man. It might

be said that it is only when men's property (women) are damaged, that rape is taken

seriously (Van Zyl, 1989).

One of the consequences of viewing women as the property of men in a racially I
stratified society is that rape can be used to get back at men as well as women. In t
Russell (1975), two Black rapists viewed themselves as avenging the White man's rape

of 'their' Black women, restoring in the process their masculine image as owners and

protectors of Black women.

The White male's open rape of Black women, often to gain sexual experience and

pleasure, coupled with his overwhelming concern for the chastity and protection of 'his'

White woman, represents an extreme form of racist and sexist hypocrisy (Griffin, 1977;

Stoler, 1997). Generally, White women are placed on a pedestal and portrayed as pure

and virtuous (Griffin, 1977; Stoler, 1997). The myth of chaste White womanhood was

constructed so as to justify the oppression of Black men and especially Black women

(Collins, 1990; Davis, 1984). With the construction of the 'chaste', 'pure', 'innocent'

8

White woman, the White male created a convenient symbol to justify his own power

(Collins, 1990; Davis, 1984; Griffin, 1977). This has resulted in Black hostility toward

the White 'bitch', accompanied by an unreasonable fear on the part of many White
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insinuation of racism into prevailing social attitudes, White women are

women of the Black rapist (Griffin, 1977).

Davis (1984) argues that,

certainly the most insidious myth about rape is that it is most likely to be

committed by a Black man. As a direct consequence of the persistent

socialised to harbor far more fear that they will be raped by a Black man

than by a White man (pp. 42-43).

Despite the fact that statistics in South Africa show that intraracial rape is more I

prevalent than interracial rape (see chapter four for detail), it is speculated that this

perception persists because of South Africa's historical background. Rape, or the threat

thereof, is an important tool of social control in a complex system of racial-sexual

stratification (Williams & Holmes, 1981). Fear of rape not only keeps the female in her

'place', but fear of the accusation of raping a White woman keeps Black men in their

place as well (Williams & Holmes, 1981). Rape symbolizes not only a key element of,

social control working to maintain the system, but also the anger and violence I

I
engendered by such a system (Williams & Holmes, 1981).

9

Where a Black man has raped a White women, the ideology of race works in a very (

overt way. The dominant, White, group profits in every way when a Black man is

accused of rape (Van Zyl, 1989). It legitimises the gender ideology which sees women \
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as vulnerable and men as their protectors. It reinforces racism by inducing a fear of '

Black people. A study of rape cases, in the Durban region of South Africa, between

1970 - 1979, found a clear correlation between race of the victim and sentences

handed down (see Van Zyl, 1989). One way to interpret this discrepancy in sentencing

is to conclude that the perceived 'property' value of White women is higher than that of

Black women.

The rape of Black women, in particular by White men, has received scant attention.

Black men are seen (or see themselves) as raping the White women to get back at

White men (Cleaver, 1968; Russell, 1975). That is not to say that all Black men who

rape White women, rape for these reasons. It is in this context that Cleaver spoke about

avenging the rape of the Black woman. Cleaver (1968), was very clear in his motivation

for raping White women when he said,

somehow I arrived at the conclusion that, as a matter of principle, it was

of paramount importance for me to have a antagonistic, ruthless attitude

toward white women ... Rape was an insurrectionary act. It delighted me

that I was defying and trampling upon the white man's law, upon his

system of values and that I was defying his women - and this point, I

believe, was the most satisfying to me because I was very resentful over

the historical fact of how the white man has used the Black women (pp.

13-14 ).

10
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Cleaver (1968) has been criticised by women, both Black and White, for his particular

stance (Davis, 1984; Williams, 1997). Cleaver has been incorporated here to show how

particular views about the opposite race can be used to justify rape. However, he is a

self-proclaimed rapist and not only racist but also a misogynist. It is important that his

arguments be read in that context. In contrast to the image of White women as virtuous,

pure, sexless, the Black woman was portrayed as being savage and lustful (Davis,

1981; Getman, 1984; Russell, 1975). Because of this prevalent stereotype of Black

women, it was believed that Black women could not be raped. This image of Black

woman, was used by White men to rationalise their desire to use Black women to

satisfy their 'sinful' sexual urges (Getman, 1984).

During the era of slavery in the United States of America, Black men were often

castrated or sentenced to death for the rape of a White woman (Donat & D'Emillo,

1992; Jordan, 1968). On the other hand, there were no penalties for White men who

raped Black women. Getman (1984) has argued that: 'abuse had only a positive

economic and social ramifications for the slave owners - an increase in the slave

population and further subjugation of the Black community through the sexual tyranny

of White men over slaves' (p. 1269). Black women in the United States of America did

not enjoy the same protection under the law as White women did.

Davis (1984) provides a report of an incident in the USA which highlights the unequal

protection given to Black and White women. Black women in a community were being

terrorised by a Black rapist. Though this was reported to the police, little was done to

11
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investigate or apprehend the suspect. It was only once he started raping White women

that attention was paid to the case. Davis points to this as one of the indications that the

rape of White women 'enjoys' a higher status than the rape of Black women.

Two cases in the recent history of South Africa further exemplify the unequal treatment

of White and Black women. In the one incident, a Black woman was raped on Robben

Island by a man with an 'Afrikaner' accent. At the time of the rape, there were less than

50 men on the Island. A year after the incident, the suspect has still not been caught.

Another case is that of two young White girls being raped in their family home. The

perpetrators, Black men, were caught within days of the offence (Sunday Times, 26

January 1997). One of the 'alleged' perpetrators, the brother of a prominent South

African actor, was proven to be falsely accused of the rape. This was after

incontrovertible evidence had been provided that he had been at home at the time the

crime was being committed.

Few Black women are willing to talk about being raped, especially when the rapist is a

White man (Hine, 1995). Many Black women have a politically charged perspective on

being raped by a White man. This adds to the trauma and makes it harder for the

survivor to talk about their experiences (Russell, 1975). The racialised historical context

in which interracial rape occurs possibly contributes to Black women's unwillingness to

report and talk about the rape. The historical context is one in which Black women are

perceived as being savage and lustful, and occupy a lower status in society.

12
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Van Zyl (1989) asserts that where rape occurs interracially, it is most likely that Black

women would be raped by White men. She asserts that rape of juveniles confirms this

notion, 'White men raping Black girls is 31% of the total number of reported cases for

Whites, while only 1% of the total cases reported of Black men are on White girls' (p.

23). The number of Black on White rape might be under-reported as White women

might not want to be seen as 'damaged' by a Black man. In the case of White on Black

rape, many of these men are in positions of power over Black women working in their

homes as domestic workers, in factories or offices. Van Zyl further states that 'the

positions of powerlessness that Black women experience relative to White men means

that they are the women who will be believed least of all if they chose to report a rape

to the police' (p. 24).

Many writers, amongst them Maya Angelou quoted in Russell (1975), have agreed that

rape is essentially a struggle for power amongst men.

The real problem in America ...is between Black men and White men. Both see

themselves as warriors. Black men talk about change when what they really

mean, I think, is exchange. They want to take over the positions of power White

men have ... (p. 127).

13

The study of perceptions of race, power and gender in interracial rape raises many

concerns and issues at various levels. Not only does it touch on policy when looking at

sentencing, but race relations and power relations, even under the current South
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African dispensation has to be looked at. Trends in past convictions and sentencing

show that rapists of 'virgins', elderly women, married women and White women are

convicted more easily and get heavier sentences (Collings, 1985).

1.3 AIMS OF RESEARCH

This study will examine university students' perceptions of interracial rape. For the

purposes of this study, interracial rape is defined as the rape of Black women by White

men or White women by Black men. The term Black encompasses the racial categories

of 'African', 'Coloured', and 'Indian'.

Interracial rape will be dealt with in three contexts, namely, (I) rape in the context of the

struggle between men and women, (ii) rape in the context of the struggle for power

between Black and White males, and (iii) rape in the context of race discrimination. In

other words, the study will firstly look at perceptions of rape as an expression of sexual

politics between men and women. In this context, rape is connected to women's

oppression in a male dominated society. Secondly, the study will examine with

perceptions of rape as an offense that one male commits against another. The third

context deals with perceptions of rape as an expression of racism and a racially

stratified society.

14
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1.4 OVERVIEW OF THESIS

The aim of this chapter was to provide a brief introduction to the area of rape and

specifically, interracial rape and also sketch the background against which this study

will be conducted. Chapter 2 contextualises and provides a brief account of rape on

university campuses as this study concerns itself with perceptions of university

students. Chapter 3 will provide a brief overview of traditional theories of rape as well

as deal with feminist theories of rape which constitutes the theoretical foundation of this

thesis. Chapter 4 looks at interracial rape literature. This chapter is concerned both with

the rape of Black women and the rape of White women. Chapter 5 will cover

methodology while Chapter 6 deals with the presentation and discussion of the results.

Chapter 7, presents the concluding remarks of the present study.

15
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CHAPTER TWO

RAPE ON UNIVERSITY CAMPUSES

This chapter provides an overview of research undertaken with students on college and

university campuses. This chapter has been included with the aim of contextualising

rape on university campuses. It looks in particular at the factors related to rape on

campuses that could influence perceptions of rape and sexual abuse. This is deemed

important as a sample of university students participated in the present study.

Research and findings are discussed by focussing on the following:

1) the prevalence of rape on university campuses;

2) students perceptions of rape;

3) the existence of rape myths;

4) the role that these rape myths play in rape attribution discourses.

2.1 UNIVERSITIES AS LOCATIONS OF VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN

According to Henslin and Nelson (1996), 'the first criterion for a good education is

security, to guarantee students' physical safety and freedom from fear' (p. 498).

However, studies pertaining to rape on campuses have indicated that practically, little

has been done to ensure students', and especially women students', physical safety or

16
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freedom from fear (Koss, Gidycz & Wisiewski, 1987; White & Humphrey, 1997).

Studies have been conducted exploring women's experience of sexual violence at

universities (Anderson & Cummings, 1993; DeKeseredy & Schwartz, 1998; Osborne,

1995). These studies have found that while universities have often been portrayed as

'havens' and 'ivory towers' of learning, they reflect the roles and status of males and

females in broader society (Schuman & Olufs, 1995). Despite the fact that women and

men are educated at the same universities, the university environments that they

occupy differ considerably and women often experience university as a hostile and at

times even threatening environment (Osborne, 1995). Hall and Sandler (1982, 1984)

have referred to this as a 'chilly climate'.

17

Women learning in these patriarchal institutions often encounter hostility, discrimination

and violence (Osborne, 1995). Universities are often guilty of devaluing and

marginalising women. Women and men are taught an androcentric curriculum, and in

South Africa also a Eurocentric curriculum that has perpetuated and legitimised gender

inequality and racial- cultural inequality respectively (see Osborne, 1995; Reynold,

1995). Empirical studies have shown that female students are less valued by professors

and are given less attention in lectures (Reynolds, 1995). Furthermore, researchers

have said that both racist and sexist stereotypes are often used as examples in

classroom discussions. This serves to perpetuate the subordination and oppression of

women, and arguably Black women most of all.
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In South Africa, where democracy is still young, gender issues and gender equity are

some of the issues that the new democratic order is still grappling with. Government

and other sectors in society are lobbied by women's organisations, non-governmental

organisations and by political parties to ensure gender equity and address gender

imbalances (Shifman, Madlala-Routledge & Smith, 1997). As a result women have

begun to take up influential and instrumental positions in civil society and government.

This is also being reflected at all levels in South African universities where women are

also slowly beginning to occupy spaces previously occupied by men, and more

specifically, by White men.

A study conducted by the Union of Democratic University Staff Associations (UDUSA)

in 1993 on Race and Gender factors in Employment Patterns in South African

Universities supports the view that universities in South Africa can still be seen as

patriarchal institutions. However, three universities in the country namely Cape Town,

Natal and Durban-Westville have women rectors. The Universities of Cape Town and

Durban-Westville are managed by Black women, and the University of Natal by a White

woman.

The number of women academics has increased over the past decade. But even

though an improvement can be seen in women's positions in academic institutions,

there continues to be only a few women in positions of power. According to Subotzky

(1998), women at academic institutions are, 'heavily concentrated and form the majority

in employment categories traditionally associated with women. They are highly under-

18
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Kelly's (1987) notion of a continuum of violence reflects the varying degrees of violence

perpetrated against women, ranging from verbal abuses and catcalls, which are

generally not viewed as violence, to rape and sexual abuses. It has been argued that

universities are no different from the rest of society and are often places where this

violence is played out (see, DeKeseredy & Schwartz, 1998).

represented in two crucial categories of personnel, namely, the professional

executive/managerial and the academic instructional/research category' (p. 22).

Ramazanoglu (1987) has contended that as in other sectors in society there is

widespread defence of male privilege in universities. Ramazanoglu (1987) states that

when women refuse or resist their 'proper place' in the patriarchal, competitive, and

hierarchical structure of universities they are met with a backlash. They face attempts

by men 'keep them in their place' (p. 62). As noted by Osborne (1995), the violence that

is experienced by women on Canadian campuses represents men's attempts to socially

control women and to maintain male domination and women's subordination. This can

be seen through the various 'violent' acts committed against women on campus. On a

Canadian campus for example, such acts included the plastering of tampons on the

office doors of feminist faculty members. These acts are meant to denounce and

ridicule, for instance, women's studies courses (Osborne, 1995). However, women's

experiences on campuses are not only limited to psychological forms of violence. They

are repeatedly the targets of sexual and physical abuse.

19

https://etd.uwc.ac.za/



2.2 PREVALENCE OF VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN ON CAMPUS

The perception of universities as sanctuaries could be ascribed to the relative

underreporting of abusive acts, especially those occurring in dating relationships, to

campus authorities (Currie & Maclean, 1993; DeKeseredy & Schwartz, 1998). This

underreporting in turn upholds the perception of universities as safe havens of learning.

Incidents of violence against women are still viewed by many students, academics, and

university officials as scarce and far in between and as the acts of strangers (Currie &

Maclean, 1993).

As abuses in campus dating relationships go unreported, or are underreported, campus

officials have concluded that women's fear of crime is out of proportion to their risk of

assault (Currie, 1994). Roiphe (1994), a university student when she wrote her book

'The Morning After: Sex, Fear and Feminism', provides support for this premise. She

argues that the case of rape and sexual abuse on campus is largely exaggerated.

Arguments put forward by Roiphe are that they would have heard about sexual assault

or other abusive acts such as rape if it had been widespread. Roiphe has been

criticised by researchers such as DeKeseredy and Schwartz (1998) as 'people without

data because they have no expertise in the area of woman abuse, have never

conducted a victimization or self-report survey, and have never (aside form their attacks

on research scientists who study rape) revealed any knowledge of this complex area'

(p. 4). Whilst the present author does not agree with Roiphe (1994) as she blanketly

rejects all feminist arguments that there are high incidents of rape on campuses, one
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cannot summarily dismiss what she says. Roiphe's argument is that women are not

powerless victims. It should be taken into account and not rejected out of hand.

A national survey undertaken by Koss, Gidycz and Wisiewski (1987) in the United

States of America examined sexual and physical assaults among university and college

students. The study included a sample of 6200 students across 32 campuses in the

USA. Koss and her colleagues reported that 53.8% of undergraduate students related

having been sexually victimised. Of these women, 15.4% reported being raped, 12.1%

attempted rape, 11.9% being verbally coerced into having sexual intercourse, and

14.4% being verbally coerced into other forms of unwanted sexual contact. In the same

survey, 4.4% of the men reported that they engaged in acts that legally constitute

forcible rape, whilst 3.3% reported attempting forced sexual intercourse (Koss et aI.,

1987).

Another study, the Canadian National Survey on women abuse in dating relationships,

was conducted in 1992. The sample consisted of 3 412 students, of which 1 835 were

female and 1 307 were male. A research team administered two questionnaires, one

for women and the other for men in 95 undergraduate classes across Canada. The

results of the study revealed that university dating relationships are characterised by

both psychological and physical abuse. The results further indicated that women in

heterosexual dating relationships are more likely to be abused by their male dating

partner than by a stranger (DeKeseredy & Schwartz, 1998). In addition the research

discounted the notion that economically disadvantaged men are the most likely
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perpetrators of women abuse as the participants were students from affluent sectors

of the Canadian society.

Although very little research has focussed on violence on university campuses in the

Western Cape, from which the present sample for the study is drawn, it is important to

highlight some of the cases reported in the commercial media and various campus

newsletters on the issue. In February 1994, there was a much publicised rape case at

the University of Cape Town. A young Black woman was 'allegedly' raped by two or

more men at a student party. A university investigative committee found that as 'the

woman has no memory of the incident and nobody so far has identified her five friends,

prosecutions would be unlikely (Cape Argus, 16 March 1994).

At the time of doing the focus groups for the present study at the University of

Stellenbosch, a rape case hearing was in progress. A Black male student had been

accused of raping a White woman. One of the participants, a friend of the 'alleged

perpetrator' expressed her dissatisfaction at the manner in which the case had been

handled. According to her, the 'alleged perpetrator' had only been arrested because he

was the only Black man staying in one of the hostels. The sister of the Black man stated

that despite having an alibi that supported his statement that he had been in church at

the time of the crime, he was arrested because he owned green pants (Personal

communication). The rapist was said to have worn green pants at the time of the crime.

The August-November 1998 edition of the On Campus Bulletin of the University of the

22

https://etd.uwc.ac.za/



Western Cape, reveals that a range of abusive acts are committed against women. The

university publishes all disciplinary hearings as well as the perpetrators' names and

sentence passed. Potgieter comments on the sentences passed in the latter bulletin

(On campus, August-November, 1998). She highlights that gross abusive acts against

women are not looked at seriously as for example copying by students.

Whilst various empirical studies have reported the occurrence of abusive relationships

on campus, it is still widely believed that the problem of violence against women is

highly exaggerated. Women students have in fact bought into the perception that they

have not been the victims of sexual abuse or violence, whilst all the elements indicating

violence or sexual abuse are evident (Anderson & Cummings, 1993; Proite, DanneIls

& Benton, 1993). One possible explanation of this can be the acceptance of rape myths

as is discussed in the next section.

2.3 RAPE MYTHS AND THE ATTRIBUTION OF RESPONSIBILITY

This section digresses from what went before in order to contextualise and explain rape

myths. The section on rape myths is incorporated to show the significant role that rape

myths and gender/sex-role stereotypes play in the attribution of responsibility in rape.

This is also tied to the view that often women do not see rape as real rape and thus fail

to report it.
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Rape myths are defined as 'attitudes and beliefs that are generally false but widely and

persistently held, that serve to deny and justify male sexual aggression against women'

(Lonsway & Fitzgerald, 1994, p. 134). Some common rape myths are 'women asked

for it'; 'only bad girls get raped'; 'rapists are sex-starved, insane or both'; 'any healthy

woman can resist rape if she really wants to' (Burt, 1980). These rape myths serve the

function of shifting the blame to the victim, essentially blaming women for their own

victimization.

Misinformation about rape and the acceptance of rape myths are common in societies.

In her study above Burt found a connection between rape myths and interpersonal

violence. People who accepted rape myths were also those who accepted interpersonal

violence. Burt reported that rape myth acceptance affected the way rape was defined.

Men who accepted rape myths often did not define their actions as rape. The higher the

acceptance of rape myths, the lower the probability that rape will be acknowledged and

accepted as real rape.

White, Potgieter, Strube, Fisher and Umana (1997) conducted a study to explore male

dominant attitudes among anti-rape activists. The study compared anti rape activists

with nonactivists. The researchers reported that 'activists and sexually nonagressive

men rejected rape myths and possessed more egalitarian attitudes toward women than

did nonactivists and sexually aggressive men' (p. 398). The study further found that

activists rejected White racial dominance more than nonactivists but that attitudes

related to White racial dominance did not predict rape myth acceptance.

24

https://etd.uwc.ac.za/



Men and women who show a higher degree of stereotyped sex-role beliefs are inclined

to believe that the victim of rape enjoys the use of force, especially in acquaintance

rape. Consequently, these people would tend not to report the occurrence of such

incidents. Check and Malamuth (1983) said that if abusive acts are viewed by some

men and women as normal behaviour, it is understandable that these men and women

would not define some acts as rape. Check and Malamuth (1983) hypothesised that

sex-role stereotypes and attitudes would affect the perception of rape. The researchers

found that men who show a high acceptance of sex-role attitudes, are less likely to

interpret their actions of forced intercourse as rape and are more likely to perceive the

victim as desiring and accepting the forced intercourse (see also, Proite et al., 1993).

The explanation for this is to be found in sex-role socialisation. Adherence to traditional

sex-role socialisation means that both males and females believe that men should be

dominant and take initiative while women should be submissive, specifically in sex

(Check & Malamuth, 1983).

Studies such as Anderson and Cummings (1993) and Proite et al. (1993), have

investigated the specific role that rape myths and sex-role stereotypes play in the

attribution of responsibility for date and acquaintance rape on university and college

campuses. The study by Anderson and Cummings (1993) reported that a significant

relationship existed between the acceptance of feminine social roles and a belief in rape

myths. However, the researchers found that participants' social role orientation is only

partially related to beliefs about rape. This was explained by saying that while a woman

student may believe in traditional roles for women and be more likely to accept rape
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myths, she may at the same time believe that women could be independent and have

equal rights and believe that a woman's behaviour can lead to her getting raped. The

researchers further reported that a woman may believe that it is normal for women to

be submissive to men and yet still reject the belief that women are responsible for being

raped. Another conclusion drawn from this study was that women who accept traditional

roles and rape myths were more likely to disbelieve another woman's report that she

had been raped (Anderson & Cummings, 1993).

Proite et aI., (1993) in their study reported similar findings. They reported that male

students were more likely to assign responsibility for rape to the woman, and more likely

to believe that the woman wanted to have sexual intercourse, and were more likely to

believe that the woman should have expected the man's actions. The researchers

further reported that the more liberal students attitudes are, the less likely they are to

attribute responsibility to the woman.

2.4 ADDITIONAL FACTORS INFLUENCING RAPE AND PERCEPTIONS OF

RAPE ON CAMPUSES

Extensive research, predominantly in North America, has been conducted examining

the influences of alcohol consumption, pornography, familial patriarchy, and the role

that settings such as fraternities play in rape (DeKeseredy & Schwartz, 1998; Martin &

Hummer, 1993). This section provides a synopsis of the findings of the Canadian
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National Survey (CNS) as reported by DeKeseredy and Schwartz (1998). It also

provides a review of the work done by Martin and Hummer (1993) on the said factors.

In the analysis of the Canadian National Survey data, researchers revealed that men

who reported abusing their dating partners and girlfriends were more likely to support

and endorse the notion of familial patriarchy. Familial patriarchy is defined as 'male

control within domestic or intimate settings' (DeKeseredy & Schwartz, 1998, p. 95). The

study also showed that male peer pressure contributes to female victimization in

Canadian college courtship. In other words, if males who reported abusing their

partners were supported by their male peers, they were even more likely to abuse their

partners.

It is often hypothesised that pornography plays a role in woman abuse. The CNS data

provided support that pornography plays a major role in both sexual and physical abuse

of college and university dating relationships. DeKeseredy and Schwartz however warn

against assuming that pornography causes woman's abuse. The CNS did not

investigate the question of pornography and women abuse.

Alcohol forms part of the norm of social life and relaxation on many campuses

(DeKeseredy & Schwartz, 1998; Martin & Hummer, 1993). Several empirical studies

have attempted to link alcohol consumption to woman abuse in university students

dating relationships (DeKeseredy & Schwartz, 1998; Martin & Hummer, 1993).

Although many researchers have not successfully uncovered a link between alcohol
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consumption and woman abuse, they have argued that the actual physiological effects

of alcohol increases the possibility that men will abuse their dating partners (see

DeKeseredy & Schwartz, 1998). Others such as Abbey (1991) have argued that men

might use the effects of alcohol to justify their abusive behaviour especially when it

involves sexual abuse. In society men's violent and nonrational behaviours are

'excused' on the pretext that they were drunk. Notwithstanding, women are also blamed

for 'getting themselves raped' because they were drunk (Abbey, 1991) .

When looking at fraternities in Canada and the United States of America, research

indicates that fraternities are,

vitally concerned - more than with anything else - with masculinity.

They work hard to create a macho image and context and try to avoid any

suggestions of wispiness, efficacy, and homosexuality. Valued members

display, or are willing to go along with, a narrow conception of masculinity

that stresses competition, athleticism, dominance, winning, conflict,

wealth, material possessions, willingness to drink alcohol, and sexual

prowess vis - a - vis women (Martin & Hummer, 1993, p. 117).

In the study conducted by Martin and Hummer (1993) they examined the relationship

between fraternities and rape. Their research found that fraternities are a physical and

sociocultural context that encourages the sexual coercion of women. They stress that

they are not indicating that all fraternities are bad or that all fraternity men are rapists.
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They do however argue that 'fraternities create a sociocultural context in which use of

coercion in sexual relations with women is normative and in which the mechanisms to

keep this pattern of behaviour in check are minimal at best and absent at worst' (p.

115).

2.5 CONCLUSION

Rape on campus is a problem that has received increasing attention. However, few or

no studies have been conducted on South African campuses examining the extent to

which rape occurs. It is for this reason, that much of the literature drawn on in this

section is based on Canadian or American studies.
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CHAPTER THREE

DISCOURSES ON RAPE

This chapter overviews discourses of rape. It begins by providing an overview of two

'traditional' theories or discourses on rape. Following this, it provides an account of

feminist discourses of rape. Here we look at what could be termed White Western

feminists as well as what has recently been labelled as Black feminist discourses on

rape. The Black feminist discourses are looked at separately as Black feminists have

argued that Black women confront both a woman question and a race question which

are different from White feminists' oppression (Guy-Sheftall, 1995).

3.1 TRADITIONAL DISCOURSES ON RAPE

3.1.1 Symbolic Interactionist Discourses

It is postulated by Symbolic Interactionists that social actions are determined by signs

and symbols, for example by eye contact, gestures and words. People observe and

interpret each other's actions and react accordingly, hence, the occurrence of rape

(Schwendinger & Schwendinger, 1983). These theorists argue that rape is caused by

the way men and women communicate their attitudes and feelings towards each other.

According to Interactionist theorists, rape is inevitable, and in a manner of speaking
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justifiable, if there is the slightest 'indication' on the part of women of sexual interest.

Consent to sexual intercourse, would thus fall by the wayside and not be necessary

(Schwendinger & Schwendinger, 1983). Mere flirtation on the part of women with a

stranger, which possibly leads to rape, would in essence not be seen as rape, despite

the fact that the woman had not agreed to intercourse. If mere eye contact and flirting

are to be seen as indicators of consent to sexual intercourse, according to this

theoretical position, a man cannot truly and totally be blamed for raping a woman; the

woman must at least bear part of the blame, and thus cannot cry rape (Schwendinger

& Schwendinger, 1983).

The work of criminologist Menachim Amir (1971), can be seen as one such

Interactionist theory. Amir (1971) analyzed police reports in the city of Philadelphia for

the years 1958 and 1960 looking at factors such as the age of the offender and

survivor, presence of alcohol, the ingredients on site of the offense, and factors relating

to the act, the offender and survivor. His study looked at 1292 cases of offenders and

was aimed at identifying the patterns by which people committed crimes (in this case

rape) and under what circumstances these crimes were committed.

In his work, Amir adopted the concept of victim - precipitation" which emphasises the

rapists reaction to the survivor. According to Amir (1971), offenders and victims are

'mutually interacting partners' (p. 266). The female partner is at times seen as

2Victim-Precipitation was originally coined by Marvin E. Wolfgang (1958) in his investigation of
homicide where he used the term to describe the finding that on the basis of background material
offenders were often indistinguishable from survivors.
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encouraging rape 'when she uses what could be interpreted as indecency in language

and gestures, or constitutes what could be taken as an invitation to sexual relations'

(Amir, 1971, p. 355). Victim-precipitation thus refers to 'those rape cases in which the

victim - actually or so it was interpreted by the offender - agreed to sexual relations

but retracted before the actual act or did not resist strongly enough' (Amir, 1971, p.

346).

Psychoanalytic ideas also formed a core part of the work of sociologists and

criminologists. A further concept that developed out of this was that of 'the subculture

of violence' (Amir, 1971). This implies that men who live in certain areas resort to

violence as a solution to their sexual ambivalence and disorders. This subculture is said

to exist in poor neighbourhoods and ghettos. One would see this happening to men

from families dominated by mothers. Males from such families have a need to prove

their masculinity. The history of the USA has had the effect of Black males growing up

in female-headed homes. This is one reason why Black males are reported to have

raped or are convicted for rape crimes. The reason, according to Amir (1971), is 'the

Negro male's aggressive sexuality (which) seems to be more problematic due to the

strong need to overcome problems of masculinity and sexual identity' (p. 266).

The present author is however unaware of research that has suggested that males

have raped women because of mother-dominated families or homosexual 'tendencies'.

The above theories do not explain the reason why, for example, White men and men

of other nationalities rape. The pertinent question to ask here would not be whether or
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not such subcultures exist in White areas, as the 'subculture of violence' theory is

inherently flawed. This theory does not explain why men, not just Black or White men

rape, as there are too many rapes that are committed by men who come from very

traditional families and where fathers instead of mothers are the dominating figures in

the family. Not only are these theories sexist in nature, but racist as well.

It was through defining the rape as a sexual event with real, covert or presumed

overtures on the part of both parties that Amir gained some success and recognition for

his theory. From the standpoint of this theory, women who are perceived to be dressed

provocatively, hitchhikes, accepts invitations to dinner, or enters apartments with males

alone, are acting as stimulus and their behaviour may be 'misunderstood' or

intentionally rationalised as a signal of their consent.

Brownmiller (1975) commented as follows on Amir's theory 'Victim precipitation is a new

concept in criminology. It does not hold the victim responsible, but it seeks to define

contributory behaviour' (p. 353). Victim precipitation says, in effect, that although an

unlawful act has been committed the crime in question might have been avoided if the

victim behaved in a different fashion.

Weis and Borges (1973) have been more harsh in their criticism of this theory. They

state that Amir has strong leanings towards what Ryan (1974) has called 'blaming the

victim'. They go further and say that the assumption that the victim or survivor could be

responsible for the rape, places a burden on the survivor which makes recovery all the
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more difficult. They assert that in American courts and law, the concept of victim

precipitation theory is compatible with the existence of justifiable homicide, which

includes acts like killing in self defence. They strongly argue against the concept

"justifiable rape". The concept of victim precipitation is the 'personification and

embodiment of rape mythology cleverly stated in academic-scientific terms' (Weis &

Borges, 1973, p. 112).

Victim precipitation does not question the oppressive sexist norms that regulate the

everyday activities of women. It supports the burden that is placed on women to

maintain these norms in our society, because her unwillingness to abide by such norms

defines the situation as sexually exploitable (Schwendinger et al., 1983). Victim

precipitation can also be criticised 'because its defining elements are exactly those

chosen by male supremacists, who insist that a victim's right to refuse sex can be

ignored because the rapist has the right to force sexual intercourse when she is

considered responsible for arousing him sexually' (Schwendinger et al., 1983, p. 66).

The author is of the opinion that victim precipitation justifies sexist behaviour. It supports

women being raped when men say that 'they were asking for it', 'she was dressed

provocatively', she changed her mind to late, 'she says no, but actually means yes' and

'she did not resist strongly enough'. What this theory does is to take such statements

and convert them into causal explanations of rape. Men are thus in a position to justify

why they have raped.
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Schwendinger and Schwendinger (1983) states that this theory is in circumstances,

such as wartime, not even plausible. A study looking at wartime rapes in Pakistan

pointed out that the survivors were raped by soldiers who were total strangers.

Following their capture many victims struggled with their rapists and put their lives at

risk by doing so (see Schwendinger et al., 1983). It is argued that victims cannot be

held responsible for their victimization either consciously or by default. It is only when

a degree of equality exists between the rapists and his victim that this theory is credible

(Schwendinger et al., 1983). It is only then that one can presume that the victim has the

power to abort the events leading to the rape. When conditions of equality prevail, it is

believed that if the victim had responded 'properly' in both an existential and a moral

sense - the rape would not have taken place (Schwendinger et al., 1983). The present

author however argues, that if women 'respond properly' by for example fighting against

the offender, that could be misconstrued by the offender as an indication that the victim

or survivor is in reality enjoying being raped.
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In the past, courts generally ignored the victims rights by following this male centred

idea for years. In the USA High Court judges ruled that if a man honestly thought that

he was acting as the woman wanted, he was innocent of rape no matter how

unreasonable his beliefs (see Schwendinger et al., 1983). This was linked to a case

wherein a husband invited three of his colleagues home to have intercourse with his

wife. The husband told them that the wife might struggle but that they should not take

her seriously. He stated that this was mere pretence on her part and that it served to

increase her own excitement. The wife was however not a willing partner, but the

https://etd.uwc.ac.za/



colleagues believed that she was ( (Schwendinger et aI., 1983).

Although the perpetrators were sentenced, the courts felt that they could defend

themselves in court by claiming that they honestly believed in the woman's consent,

even though the belief seemed unreasonable. This can also be seen in South Africa,

where till quite recently marital rape was not a crime (Kadalie, 1995). However, with the

passing of the Prevention of Family Violence Act 133 of 1993, men can be charged with

raping their wives.

Amir (1971) stated that he hoped that his theory would influence law and sentences of

rape offenders in court. His theory has become a prominent and sophisticated

theoretical justification of rape, which disadvantages women and puts the act of rape

squarely at their door.

3.1.2 Psychoanalytic discourses

Traditional psychoanalytic theorists hold the view that most rapists are emotionally

disturbed (Freud, 1905; Krafft-Ebing, 1900). These theories argue that certain men

have an intense hatred of women. This hatred is usually acquired during childhood. In

other instances, men who rape do not have personality problems, they argue, but those

that have had experiences that triggered their latent homosexual tendencies (Freud,

1905). These latter type of men would rape because they hate women. Rape reassures
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them. It proves their own masculinity (Schwendinger et al., 1983).

In a study conducted by Burgess and Holstrom (1974), the researchers found that the

'aggressive' rapist was motivated by his desire to inflict pain and by his destructive

wishes. They further stated that the rapist is angry at all kinds of women. Rape in this

instance is an outlet of emotion towards the victim. 'Heterosexuality existed only in

fantasy and homosexuality was intensely repressed' (Burgess & Holstrom, 1974, p. 26).

These rapists usually also suffered from personality disorders.

Whilst some aspects of Freudian theory have been popular amongst some

professionals in the United States of America, aspects of the theory that attributed

violence to 'psychopathology' or 'latent homosexual' tendencies have had little or no

verification (Schwendinger et al., 1983). Today, very few scholars employ this theory

as there is no objective evidence supporting the Freudian theory of homosexuality

(Schwendinger et al., 1983).

As stated so aptly by Schwendinger and Schwendinger (1983), 'Psychoanalysis

overemphasises the number of rapes due to personality disorders. Simultaneously, it

offers causal notions that have become part of the conventional wisdom about rape

regardless of empirical validity. The facile use of these notions has trivialised the

causes of violence against women and sexual inequality' (p. 74). In other words,

because Psychoanalysts stress that rape is caused by personality disorders, it ignores

any other possible causes for rape and thus trivialises the issue.
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Psychoanalysts, for example Deutsch (1944) and Horney (1973) stated that the core

female personality consists of three characteristics: narcissism, masochism and

passivity. They argue that the masochistic element accounts for women's alleged

unconscious desire to be raped. Horney stated that

the specific satisfactions sought and found in female sex life and

motherhood are of a masochistic nature ... What women secretly desire

in intercourse is rape and violence, or in the mental sphere,

humiliation ...This swinging in the direction of masochism is part of the

woman's anatomical destiny (pp. 22-24).

Deutsch's (1944) writings of rape fantasies of adolescent girls reflects this masochistic

tendency of women,

the fantasy life of girls in puberty reveals an unmistakable masochistic

content. Girlish fantasies relating to rape often remain unconscious but

evince their content in dreams, sometimes in symptoms, and often

accompany masturbating actions ... (p. 225).
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Deutsch, in an attempt to placate feminists, shifts away from the older sexist

terminology of psychoanalysts and also divorces her concept of masochism from

notions of cruelty, destructive drive and pain (Te Paske, 1982). Littner (1973) took the

theme of masochism further. Littner (1973) distinguished between women who were
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true 'victims', those who did not consciously or unconsciously want to be raped and

'professional victims', those who have an inner masochistic need to be raped.

According to Littner (1973), 'professional victims have an inner need to be sexually

molested or attacked even though consciously they are totally unaware of their

motivation' (p. 23). 'Because of these unconscious desires, they unwittingly cooperate

with the rapists in terms of covertly making themselves available to the rapist' (Littner,

1973, p. 28).
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Seduction is another notion in psychoanalytic discourses (Hollander, 1924). The

seductive motive implies that women essentially seduce men. Hollander (1924) stated

rape is very rare, and that flirtation and provocative conduct can be seen as a prelude

to intercourse even if the woman did not actually consent. This can be criticised as

women are again viewed as responsible for rape. Hollander (1924) fails to take into

consideration the fact that rape is a violent act and that often weapons are used to

accomplish the act.

Discourses such as those of Deutsch (1944), Horney (1973), and Littner (1973)

disregard the role of the male rapist. Instead, it serves to justify why women get raped.

Responsibility for rape thus shifts to the rape survivor rather than the perpetrator

(Marolla & Scully, 1979).

Whilst many feminists (Millet, 1970; Brownmiller, 1975, Burns, 1998) especially in the

late 1960's and early 1970's have rejected psychoanalytic theories, there appears to
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be a resurgence of psychoanalysis and in particular the value that it has for feminism

(example Chodorow, 1989; Gatens, 1991).

Feminists such as Chodorow (1989), Gatens (1991) and Mitchell (1974) have argued

that psychoanalysis has a place in feminist theories and that psychoanalysis should not

be rejected outright. Gatens (1991) has argued that psychoanalytic theory is important

as it provides feminists with a theoretical framework 'capable of articulating the social

meaning and significance of biology'. Freud has thus provided one with a theory by

which he explains how women have become sexed and gendered. As Chodorow (1989)

states 'he has given us a rich account of the organisation and reproduction of sex and

gender, of how we are produced as gendered and sexed' (p. 168).

Chodorow (1989) argues that one cannot understand the social and political

organisation of gender without understanding how we in the first instance became

sexed and gendered. She further asserts that ' .. feminism also wishes to change the

social organisation and psychology of sex and gender. Its basic argument is that gender

and sexuality, whatever the biology that helps to inform these, are created culturally and

socially, they are not immutable givens. Therefore, feminism demands a theory of how

we become sexed and gendered' (p. 168). This theory will however not be dealt with

here, as it does not fallwithin the ambit of this thesis. It was however raised, to show

that feminism has and can gain from psychoanalytic theories.
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Chodorow (1989) states that it can however not be denied that Freud was sexist and
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inequality is reproduced.

that he does have a distorted ideology about women and women's inferiority, which she

says, feminists much challenge, confront, and transform. It does however provide a

theoretical framework of how masculinity and femininity developed and how sexual

Other feminists have pointed out that while psychoanalysts is thought to have the
I

resources to offer an in depth explanation of human sexuality and sexual behaviour, it

should clarify issues related to masculine sexuality and violence against women

(Brownmiller, 1975; Burns, 1998; Masson, 1984). However, feminists argue that

psychoanalysis is relatively silent on the said topic (Brownmilier, 1975; Burns, 1998;

Masson, 1984). Forrester (1991) offers an alternative explanation for the silence of

psychoanalysts on the realities of rape and their preference for chronicles of fantasy

and seduction. He argues that, 'an investigation of rape is out of place in

psychoanalysis, since it is concerned with intrasubjective conflicts - conflicts within the
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self- not intersubjective social ones' (p. 73). He states that the realities of rape are

outside of the scope of psychoanalyst's proper concerns and that it falls within the

parameters of the legal and judicial domain.

Feminists such as Scutt (1994) have also accused Freudian theory for fostering a

misleading conception of rape. Some psychoanalytic accounts have argued that women

are inherently masochists, and this supports the notion that women desire rape (Scutt,

1994). Scutt (1994) states that 'by its claims to have uncovered unconscious desires

and wishes of a sexual nature, psychoanalytic theory makes possible such popular
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misconceptions of women as really desiring rape at an unconscious level' (p. 155). One

could thus argue that these misconceptions of rape has contributed largely to the notion

that women who bring accusations of rape are therefore unreliable and should not be

believed. This can be seen in the cautionary rule, normally applied in rape cases (see

Van der Merwe, S.E., Morkel, O.W., Paizes, AP., & Skeen, A , 1983 on the cautionary

rule).

Burns (1998) questions why psychoanalysts and certain feminists (example

Brownmiller, 1975) often regard rape as not requiring a psychological explanation. One

of the reasons, she argues, is that both feminists and psychoanalysts have adopted and

uncritically absorbed cultural attitudes towards masculine sexuality and human nature.

These common attitudes towards male sexuality, influenced the norms and values of

Freud's psychoanalytic theorizing of sexuality (Burns, 1998). For Freud and others (like

for example Brownmiller, 1975) rape would thus ultimately be seen as an expression

of normal masculine sexuality, which is problematic as it fails to recognise the pathology

behind the crime (Burns, 1998).
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Psychoanalysis also tends to shift attention from discussions of rape to discussions of

seduction. Forrester (1991) explains rape in terms of Freud's early theories of neurosis

which looked at childhood sexual abuses. Forrester (1991) argues that childhood rape

is 'bound to be remembered as seduction because where there is only an absence

something is bound to be read back into the events' (p. 88). The argument thus goes

that when children or women who are raped look back at the rape act, the rape act is
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converted retrospectively into desire, and thus seen as an act of seduction, with the

rapist as seducer. As a result women or children develop feelings of guilt and shame.

Feminists have however argued against this. They argue that there is a different

explanation for womens' guilt. Guilt arises not from unconscious processes on the part

of the woman, but from the effect on her of social ones (see Scutt, 1994). They arg ue

that the tendency for women to feel guilty in these circumstances is a confirmation to

the strength of masculine colonisation of women's sexuality (Burns, 1998).

Psychoanalytic theory thus firstly fails to account for rape, as argued earlier. It does not

adequately explain the pathology behind rape. The arguments that it does put forward,

those of seduction and desire, shifts the blame to women and hold them accountable

for being raped. This is the reason why so many feminists have criticised

psychoanalytic theorists and theories and moved to alternative explanations of rape

(see Brownmiller, 1975; Burns, 1998; Scutt, 1994).
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3.2 FEMINIST DISCOURSES OF RAPE

This section will look at the different strands of thinking and theorizing on rape in

feminist literature. When looking at rape, some of the feminists argue that rape is the

result of patriarchy, that rape serves as a mechanism of social control over women, that

rape is a spin-off of sex role socialisation and sexual politics and lastly that rape should
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be seen as torture. This section will be structured under the above mentioned Ir

discourses.

In 'Rape: The All American Crime' (1971), Susan Griffin described rape as a violent

social crime serving effectively to keep women in their 'place'. Her seminal article led

to the emergence of writings in feminist anti-rape campaign. The growing body of

feminist literature was aimed at survival, self-help, as well as consciousness-raising,

encouraging women to report and prosecute rapists (Medea & Thompson, 1974).

3.2.1 Patriarchy and the social control of women

3.2.1.1 Rape under patriarchy

44

Many feminist researchers have argued that violence against women - physical, sexual

and psychological - is an expression of a patriarchal social system (Brownmiller, 1975;

Clark & Lewis, 1977; Russell, 1975, 1982; Sanday, 1981). The term 'patriarchy', when

literally translated from the Greek word, refers to the rule of the eldest male. Patriarchy

is about a society centred around adult males. According to Rich (1976) it is 'a familial-

society, ideological, political system in which men - by force, direct pressure, or through

ritual, tradition, law and language, customs, etiquette, education and the division of

labor determine what role others shall or shall not play in this social/ political/cultural

system' (p. 57-58).
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In a patriarchal society, women are defined in relation to men. Not only does this mean

that a women's social position is categorised in terms of her real relationships with and

to men, but also that representations of both women as social subjects and women's

relationship with men will be shown from the viewpoint of man as subject (Van Zyl,

1989).

The argument of feminists who write from the viewpoint that women are indeed defined

in relation to men, is as follows: The subjugation of women by men is built into the

organisation of society - in the opportunity and reward structure - so that women are

systematically disadvantaged in respect to attaining valued socioeconomic resources

on which the perpetuation of male power depends. Men, because of nothing else other

than their maleness, occupy a higher position in society. And because power and

prestige are awarded on a gender basis, men have greater access to the benefits of

power and prestige (Baron & Strauss, 1989; Brownmilier, 1975; Kaufman, 1994).

In a male world, by definition, females are peripheral and unimportant. Females are

powerless since the male gender is afforded, or gives itself, power over women as a

group. The fact that not all men exercise this power is irrelevant. That is, that a

particular man does not use or abuse this position of maleness is immaterial. And,

therefore, that not all women feel powerless is beside the point. Men, in a society of

men, benefit directly or otherwise from this. This implies that gender inequality is the

root of man's violence to woman, and woman's fear of man. Indeed Manzini (1995) and

others (Brownmiller, 1975; Eisenstein, 1984; Millet, 1970; Vogelman, 1990) maintains
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that violence against women is founded in patriarchy wherein authority is vested in male

and is based on the control of women in all spheres of life. This authority is

institutionalised through the family, the church, the military, police force, courtship, as

well as everyday (heterosexual) relations between men and women.

This line of argument is used by Sanday (1981) in support of her view of rape. In her

study, Sanday hypothesised that the incidence of rape in a society would vary

according to the degree of power and status women had in those societies. The results

of her research indicated a high incidence of rape in societies where women are

excluded from positions of power and their contributions to the functioning of society are

assigned little significance. The evidence seems to support the foregoing arguments.

Oppressive structures of society and social relations contribute to women's

susceptibility to rape (Vogelman, 1990).
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3.2.1.2 Women's fear of man

Rape serves a range of physical, psychological and cultural aims of society (Stanko,

1985). One particular aim is control. Rape is used by men as a social control

mechanism. It schools women to confine their actions and attitudes to within

parameters of acceptable gender role behaviour (Vogelman, 1990). The parameters are '

drawn by men in position of power. This gender appropriate behaviours are upheld by

institutions that support it. Following this argument, rape 'is nothing more or less than
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a conscious process of intimidation by which all men keep all women in a state of fear'

(Brownmiller, 1975, p. 209).

In Intimate intrusions: women's experience of male violence, Elizabeth Stanko (1985)

argues similarly. She contends that women constantly experience physical, sexual and

psychological intimidation and violence from men. This experience of male intimidation

and violence runs through women's life narratives. This potential of violence or actual

violence is so common to women's experience of men that women often take it for

granted. Women plan their lives around it. For example, they avoid certain sections of

the neighbourhood, they do not go to some places such as townships, they do not walk

to the shops alone or at night. All these are strategies designed to avoid male

intimidation and violence.

The social reality, and not the biology of women, is the reason for all this. In this social

reality not only do the fear of rape, unlit alleyways, and dark strange men operate as

social mechanisms to control women. The fear of rape also cause women to alter their

behaviour to fit with men's view of 'good women'. Those who don't fit the view can be

punished. Institutions such as the school, work, church, marriage and family help to

socialize women into this reality, and therefore in the domination of women. These

institutions brace up the discourse of women's positions and how natural men's

domination of women are. The language is in fact a thinly veiled intimidation and threat

of violence by strangers, and social and psychological rewards for those who accept the

way things are.
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3.2.1.3 The marriage contract and social control

One institution that has helped in upholding patriarchy and in controlling women is

marriage. Marriage has been very effective because in some societies it seems to be

based on individual free choice. This apparent freedom is buttressed by popular culture,

and societal notions' of romance and love in literature, advertising, television, and film.

However, the economic vulnerability of women puts men in a powerful position (Beale,

1995; see Vogelman, 1990) when marriage is considered. Women are in most

instances paid less than men and retrenched first in recessionary times. The uncertain

and tentative position of women even in progressive societies where forced marriages

are not practised, in effect results in 'forced' marriages.

It is said that if a woman is to marry or remain married, she must comply with the

prevailing societal norms of behaviour, even if this means living under extreme

unpleasant conditions such as emotional violence, battery and forced sex (Vogelman,

1990). Put in its crudest and most extreme terms, the wife provides her husband with

domestic and sexual services, is solely responsible for the bearing and rearing of their

children and, when possible, adds to the income of the family. In Vogelman (1990)

sentiments expressed years ago by Marx and Engel are reiterated. It was stated that

the woman in return, receives financial support, physical protection and social

affirmation.
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It has also been argued that marriage has been serving the same function for women

as the wage contract does for men: it helps to secure their livelihood,

Marriage is a contract which is theoretically entered into freely by a man and

woman. However, for a woman, there is little choice involved - they may

choose whom to marry, but they will not willingly remain unmarried. An analogy

may be useful. Members of the working class may choose their employers (if

they are fortunate enough), but they will not remain unemployed if they can help

it, and they cannot be independent since they own no capital (Smart in

Vogelman, 1990, p. 23).

3.2.1.4 Rape and the control of women's bodies

There is one area where women can be and are initially free from men. Women are

more capable of controlling their sexual and reproductive spheres and are thus, in these

aspects, independent from men and even their partners. It is precisely this freedom

which troubles men and which they want to take away from women. As in other areas

of social life, men desire to gain access and rights to women's bodies. This is what

makes women's sexual and reproductive capacities so worrying to men, so valued, and

hence, struggled over.

Until recently, South African rape laws reflected and expressed men's desire to control
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the bodies of women. The wish to control women's bodies was seen in the refusal of

legislators and the courts to recognise marital rape (Kadalie, 1995).

In (stranger) rape cases, the police and judicial systems not only in this country but in

many other countries of the world, attach similar and great importance to women's

marital and sexual status. Feminist writers and activists point out how courts often give

better treatment to rape victims who have a high social status, or women who are under

protection of their fathers or who are faithful wives (Brownmiller, 1975; Collings, 1985).

They also give weight to the testimony where the female rape victim is proven to be a

virgin. These women are differentiated from sexually promiscuous women, or single

women not under the protection of a man (Pauw & Brener, 1997). Such women, who

are seen as the property of all men, often receive an unsympathetic hearing from the

court (Vogelman, 1990). There is also the implied relationship between sexual

promiscuity and singlehood when looking at women. Given the previous racial and

sexual discrimination in South African legislation and law courts, and the patriarchal

claims and wish to control women's bodies it is not hard to see why women's social

value, with regard to rape, has been determined by her class and race. This particular

point will be looked at in-depth at a later stage in this research when interracial rape is

discussed.
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3.2.1.5 Rape and women as chattel

Another discourse that needs to be stressed on speaking about rape within a

patriarchal society is one that sees women as chattel. Over the years, women have

been viewed as the property of men (Brownmiller, 1975; Omolade, 1995; Van Zyl,

1989). Consequently, rape is seen as theft of another man's property. Kate Millet notes

that: 'traditionally rape has been viewed as an offense one male commits against

another- a matter of abusing his woman' (in Chappell et al., 1977, p. 61). In raping

another man's women, a man may aggrandize his own manhood and concurrently

reduce that of another man. It is only insofar as when men's property is damaged, that

rape is taken seriously (Van Zyl, 1989).

One of the consequences of viewing women as the property of men is that rape can be

used to get back at men as well as women. In Russell (1975), two rapists interviewed

by the author viewed themselves as avenging the White man's rape of 'their' Black \

Iwomen, restoring in the process their masculine image as owners and protectors of

Black women.

mere chattel, rape is an expression of the naturally selfish desire for property. At other

Other feminists such as Brownmiller (1975) concur with this view that men view women

as property. Brownmiller contends that individual men war against each other by

seizing, abusing and even destroying each others property. As women are considered

times it is the vengeful reaction of enemies or persecuted men to oppressive
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The notion from Brownmiller (1975) that all men are born rapists has of course been

criticised from many sectors. One of these criticisms has been that it is not supported

by scientific evidence. It has been argued that nowhere in criminology, nor anywhere

else, has it been demonstrated that biology or instinctual characteristics determine

crime (Schwendinger et al., 1983). Notwithstanding, Brownmiller's work cannot

summarily be dismissed. It is an historical chronology of rape as a tactic of war, as an

outgrowth of mob violence, as an offensive weapon of racial oppression and as a

defensive minority reaction (Williams & Holmes, 1981). Her work attempts to throw into

bold relief the functions of rape as well the true meaning of rape: Rape is not about sex

but about power, convoluted violence.

circumstances (Schwendinger et aI., 1983). Natural, charges Brownmiller, because rape

is due to simple biological facts. Men are biologically programmed to rape. They will

seize and abuse females who are the property of husbands, fathers, and brothers, or

who belong to men of intensely hated racial, national, or religious groups. Men, are so

bestial and aggressive by nature that they sexually molest innocent women. In fact,

says Brownmiller, men can live nowhere in peace with themselves or anyone else

(Schwendinger et aI., 1983). Brownmiller claims that all male offspring are born rapists

and the urge to rape women into submission can be found everywhere. Many feminists

agree that rape has many functions which are advantageous to all men. Yet because

men are natural born rapists, a man shall rape to obtain power over other men. Men

will also rape to take revenge on other men. In this way a man who rapes another

man's woman defies the community of all men.
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3.2.2 Female sexuality and rape

Rape is most likely to occur in societies where women are regarded as the sexual and

reproductive possessions of men (Clark & Lewis, 1977). This view is similar to that

discussed above, but differs in one important respect. Women, from this position, are

said to be seen by men as sexual possessions. It is argued that in such societies, men

sustain their power and privilege and enforce their sexual rights through the threat and

the use of force (Clark & Lewis, 1977). According to Clark and Lewis, men regard

women as owners of salable sexual properties,

from the male point of view female sexuality is a commodity in the possession

of women, even if it is something that men will come to own and control under

the appropriate circumstances. Women are seen as hoarders and miserly

dispensers of a much desired commodity, and men must constantly wheedle,

bargain, and pay a price for what they want. Men naturally come to resent and

dislike women because they see them as having something which they want and

have a perfect right to, but which women are unwilling to give them freely. The

right to female sexuality must be purchased (p. 78).
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Men are reportedly said to use various forms of persuasion when bargaining for sex

(Shefer & Ruiters, 1998). They may make promises that they may not fulfil, they may

harass women, or they may be forced to physically harm her. In explaining the

alternatives available to a man Clark and Lewis say 'the tactic of coercion which a man

https://etd.uwc.ac.za/



uses will depend on personal assets which he has at hand' (p. 78). This essentially

means that men who have money will be able have better bargaining leverage whilst

those that have a lower status, are poor, or seen as ugly shall more likely take sex by

force since they have no means of driving a bargain. This theory is however

problematic. In the past, and especially in countries like South Africa, other colonial

regimes, and the slavery epoch in the United States of America, the theory could have

been used to unfairly and unjustly so try and execute Black men for real or fictitious

rape of White women. This theory is also flawed as it fails to explain why men, who are

good-looking, charming and rich would rape. What is interesting in this theory is the

premise that there is a deprivation of a vital need in society, namely sex, which women

have, and men want. Which still does not explain why all men can potentially be seen

as rapists.

3.2.3 Rape and the gendered system: sex-role stratification

While sex role socialisation affects both men and women, norms most likely associated

with femininity are submissiveness, passivity, and gentleness, whereas norms

associated with masculinity includes strength, dominance, and aggression. Janeway

(1971) arg ues that many women buy into sex roles set aside for them by a gendered,

male dominated society. In accepting their subordinate place in society women in fact

make a secret bargain with men: 'private power in return for public submission. Men

thus rule in the world and allow women to rule in their own place' (p. 56). The power I
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exerted by women in the domestic sphere over the lives of their children and in the

sexual arena of the marriage bed is, emotionally, enough of an inducement to some

women to keep them from exerting any kind of claim in the realms of other kinds of

power - intellectual, economic, political - available in the public sphere.

Sex roles are thus a form of oppression. This is one of the themes in feminist

scholarship. It has obvious ties with thinking that turns around the concept of

'patriarchy' and control of females. The view is that the role of 'female' keeps women

limited and restricted in their ambitions and need for achievement. Sex role socialisation

and stratification not only defines women, in a particular way, but also the relationships

between women and men. Through socialisation males are trained into hunters and

females are taught to be prey. Men learn to chase women and women learn to run. The

interaction between a rapists and a rape survivor is often played out along the same

scripts.

It has been argued that the acquiring of sexual scripts is closely linked to the

development of gender-role identities. One infers from this that male sexual behaviour

is infused with traditional masculine traits of dominance and aggression (Russell, 1975).

Men are conditioned to be rapists (Brownmiller, 1975). And as the sexual script for the

female role is submission, women are conditioned to be victims (see Williams &

Holmes, 1981). In other words, rape thus emanates from the differential and unequal

masculine/feminine sex roles into which we are socialised. Rape is the product of a

sexist society. And traditional sex roles encourage rape (Burt, 1980; Check &
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Malamuth, 1983; Curtis, 1975; Russell, 1975; Weis & Borges, 1977).

Women have however been challenging traditional role stratification, redefining gender-

role identity, and rescripting both theirs' and men's sexualities. The women's movement

has also brought gains to women in terms of employment, financial security, and

independence. According to Russell, some men could and will rape because they feel

threatened by the woman's movement and the prospect of women obtaining equality

(in Baron & Strauss, 1989). Thus, as the status of women increases relative to men's

established power, these men may retaliate by trying to put women 'back in their place'.

Weis and Borges (1973), makes a direct link between predicted increase in the

incidence of rape and the women's movement. This in turn supports feminist arguments

that rape emanates from sex-role stratification/socialisation in our society.
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It is especially the 'liberated woman' who is particularly vulnerable to rape by strangers

and by acquaintances. Liberation for women means choice. It is because of the choices

that liberated women make - personal preferences in terms of dress, life-style,

language she uses, work, friends and sex partners - that make them vulnerable to

rape. In simple terms the 'liberated woman' has not come to be accepted in our

societies. The message is simple: seek freedom at your own risk. A liberated women

is accused of being 'provocative and teasing'. She will be said to have been 'asking' to

be raped. She has no protection too as police and courts will interrogate her about her

clothes and behaviour. When she survives rape, the liberated woman will be on trial.
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Williams and Holmes (1981) argue that until men have come to accept and understand

the new feminine behaviour, the incidence of rape will increase. The liberation of

women in general and the gains of the women's movement in particular, will in the long

run contribute to the equality of both sexes, allow women to ask and be asked for

sexual experiences, but will also grant them the ability and credibility to say 'no' - which

would lead to the reduction in the incidences of rape. In the short run however, the

incidence of rape shall remain high. The authors say the new lifestyle of the liberated

woman will be an open invitation to men who cling to the stereotype of what 'nice'

women should and should not do. This ultimately leads to an increase in date rape or

acquaintance rape. If the woman says 'no', it is, according to Weis and Borges (1973),

most likely a matter of personal choice but the rejected suitor may take it as a blunt

attack and respond with physical force.

Feminists such as Millet (1970) and Janeway (1971) argues that these stereotypical

sex-role prescriptions stems from academics in social psychology. Millet says that

Freud, and his theory of 'penis envy', had helped to organise a counter revolution

against the emancipation of women. She goes further to say that the theory of penis

envy was devised to stigmatise women who sought to escape the confines of socially

correct 'feminine' behaviour.
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According to Freud, all women want to obtain a penis. This means that all women who

moves out of the sex roles prescribed for them wants to obtain a penis and what the

penis symbolises. It is argued that women who break out of the mould, does this in a
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referred to as connections of love, rather than referred to as power.
)

very underhand way, through seeking independence, taking up with feminism, etc.

(Millet, 1970). These women were claimed to be 'immature', 'regressive', or 'incomplete

persons'. By invading male 'territory', women were seen as competing with men thereby

threatening men. These women were regarded as suffering from a 'masculinity

complex'. This, argues Millet, is how the theory of penis envy was used to stigmatise

women and thus keep them in positions of submission.

3.2.4 Sex and power

The oppression of women rests upon more than the establishment of sex roles. One

cannot examine rape without looking at the phenomenon of sexual politics, without

which the discourse of oppression of women would not have been possible. Sexual

politics, Millet (1970) explains, refers to the system of interpersonal power by means of

which individual men dominate individual women. Similar to the relationship between

men in political life, the relationship between men and women are characterised by

domination and subordination. But in the instance of men-women relationships, this was

In an analysis of the slogan by Carol Hinisch 'the personal is the political', Millet

attempts to show how one of the most prominent meanings of this slogan was the

sense in which sexual relationships (men and women in the most intimate and personal

level) embodied a political dimension.
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The domination of one woman by her lover or husband, through 'conquest'

enacted repeatedly in the sexual act between them, was part of the social control

of all women by all men exerted under patriarchy. Thus the class of women, the

group of all women, in a given society, was kept subordinate to the class of men,

the group of all men in that society, by a variety of means: economic,

psychological, legal, and ideological. But this control was ultimately exerted at

the private, personal level, in the bedroom (in Eisenstein, 1984, p. 12).

Sexuality, but specifically heterosexuality, and what is defined as 'normal' and 'healthy'

sexual relations are constructed with men in mind and by what is regarded 'normal' and

'healthy' for men. This is represented in the paradox where men are encouraged to 'sow

their wild oats' while women are expected to be chaste and monogamous (Van Zyl,

1989). The paradox is thrown into bold relief by the 1960s sexual revolution. The

sexual revolution, according to some feminists (see Lancaster & di Leonardo, 1997)

only happened for heterosexual persons but especially for the heterosexual male. It

dislodged the good husband/father/provider imago and in its place put in the super-

heterosexual playboy. Women were liberated only to accede to frequent extramarital

encounters. Regarding power and control over their sexual lives and bodies, nothing

much had changed. A woman's sexuality remained intertwined with her role as child-

bearer and mother, whereas a man's (hetero)sexuallife had very few constraints.

Heterosexuality, like the other social constructions of race, gender, sexuality, has power

built into it. Heterosexuality cannot be separated from power. Traditionally
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heterosexuality, which is seen as normal sexuality, is not owned by women because

historically women as a group have not had power, certainly not over men.

Heterosexuality then belongs squarely to patriarchy, or at least has been (Dworkin,

1981. 1982, 1987; MacKinnon, 1989, Shefer, 1998). Compulsory heterosexuality in fact

underpins marriage within patriarchal societies and is the cornerstone of that ideology.

In the view of some feminists (see Edwards, 1989), not only patriarchy but also

heterosexuality itself should be seen as a political institution, which shows in a variety

of forms, male power over womens' experiences and bodies. From its nonviolent forms

to rape heterosexuality reflects masculinity and male power of while reinforcing the

objectification and degradation women. Heterosexuality has been viewed as the

eroticization of male dominance over women (Edwards, 1989).
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The relationship of sex to power is mediated by violence. In any social system where

oppression is institutionalised the dominant group (be it Whites or males) will maintain

its power by various repressive and ideological means. The repression is characterised

by force, the threat of violence, or real violence. There is one kind of violence which is

only used in the oppression of women and not in other systems of oppression. This is

where male sexuality is used to control women (Van Zyl, 1989). Sexual violence and

coercion are implicated in male dominance. When male sexuality is seen as violence

it takes the form, for example, of obscene phone calls, sexual harassment in the street,

in the home and at work, and of course rape and sexual murder. These are used to

intimidate women. They are a constant reminder to women that they are inferior. They

are punished for being women. To put it differently, it is only when male sexuality
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becomes a form of social control that women are intimidated. In 'normal' conditions,

women are not necessarily intimidated by male sexuality.

Women's daily experience thus involves assessments of whether a man's sexual

behaviour will lead to violence. Because they cannot control men's behaviour women

take appropriate measures to prevent the anticipated threat (Van Zyl, 1989). Women

encounters such states of fear daily, which reinforces a recognition of their own

vulnerability. Women are thus caught between the devil and the deep blue see. They

are, as Van Zyl says, the perfect scapegoats. If they do what is expected of them, that

is, remain passive, nice, and look attractive for men, they are ultra-vulnerable to

violence. If on the other hand, they break out of the prescribed roles, they are said to

be deviant and need to be controlled. When they get raped they were asking for it.

Thus rape is not different from normal sexual relations. It is only a more extreme form

of the same sex/power relationship.

3.2.5 Rape as torture

Diana Russell (1994) refers to wife rape and battery as torture. Whilst this thesis does

not focus specifically on either wife rape or battery, it is important to reflect the current

rape discourse. As very few feminists and other rape theorists have written on rape as

torture, the author draws heavily on the work done by Russell.
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Women in relationships of abuse and torture often do not leave their husbands or

partners for a number of reasons, not all psychological. They often have nowhere to

escape to, no alternative shelter or food supply (they are economically dependent on

their partners) and they are frequently threatened by their partners or husbands that

they will be killed or that their family of children close to them will be harmed should

their wives or partners escape. As Russell posits ' ...the women, psychologically

undermined by the torture process, come to believe that escape is impossible, even if

it isn't. They come to regard their husbands as omnipotent' (p. 104) .

Torture is defined by Amnesty International as "the systematic and deliberate infliction

of acute pain in any form by one person on another, or on a third person, in order to

accomplish the purpose of the former against the will of the latter" (in Russell, 1994, p.

103). Amnesty International distinguishes between physical and mental torture, with

physical torture including acts such as sleep deprivation, beating, electro-shock, and

drugs and asserts that in general physical torture would have the same effect on any

human system. Mental torture or psychological torture 'usually depends on the value

system of the victim for its effect' (in Russell, 1994).

Russell contends that both forms of torture occurs within marriage. She further posits

that the value system that causes people to marry and stay married is much more

effective in locking women into this institution than the value systems of example

hostages and prison inmates.
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One night in January '88, Mafuna arrived home late after taking care of

a business matter that her husband knew about. A short while later, she

'lay at death's door after her then husband had immersed her in boiling

water'. Ms Mafuna told the reporter: 'As soon as I walked in, he started

slapping me and tore my clothes off. He then dragged me screaming to

the bathroom, switched on the hot water tap and pushed me into the bath

with the tape above my head. He shouted at me to stop screaming and

I stopped, hoping he would stop. But he continued forcing my head under

the tap. This went on and on until he had satisfied himself. After I had

pulled myself out of the bath, he had sex with me. In court his lawyer

denied that this was rape, saying I could have left if I had wanted to, and

would not accept that I had been locked in. After he had finished screwing

me, I had to beg him to take me to the hospital. He did not want to and

It should however be noted that all forms of rape, whether it is wife rape, or stranger

rape as well as all forms of battery are not all cases of torture. Russell (1994) states

that there is a continuum of battery or battering relationships with relatively mild

battering and that often proceeds over time to cases of extreme battering that often

results in death or mutilation. Torture happens somewhere on this continuum and as

degrees of battery change over time, the location of battery as torture will change over

time.

The following is an example of a case of rape as torture in South Africa:
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insisted on taking me to our family doctor. The doctor's security guard

would not wake him up, so eventually we went to Bara (Baragwanath

Hospital) (in Russell, 1994, p. 106).

Ms Mafuna's husband was acquitted of the charge of attempted murder. This case is

a paramount example of wife rape as torture and certainly falls within the peripheries

of torture as defined by Amnesty International.

Whilst Russell argues that wife rape can be seen as torture, many instances of other

forms of rape example stranger rape, and interracial rape can also be seen as torture.

One example is the case of a Port Elizabeth woman that was continuously raped by her

offenders, her stomach cut so that her intestines were exposed and she was left for

dead. Several hours after the incident, the survivor managed to crawl into the middle

of a road to attract the attention of passers-by (Thamm, 1998).

Another phenomena in South African of rape as torture is exemplified by the occurrence

of a distinct youth subculture of violence known as 'Jackroll'. Jackroll was a term coined

to describe the forceful abduction of women in the township by a gang called

'Jackrollers' (Mokwena, 1991). Sexual violence was specifically directed against young

women in the township by young armed men. It is a phenomena that arose within

townships and that is rife in many parts of the Reef townships in South Africa. In an

interview that Russell conducted with Mabaso, a community leader in Soweto, South

Africa, Mabaso defined 'Jackrolling' as follows,
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Jackrolling means to kidnap and rape girls. To molest. Jackrolters are a

group that was formed to rape children. Usually more than five of them

rape a girl at one time. It is part of a game they are playing. Their aim is

to molest all the girls by the age of 26 (Russell, 1991, p. 65).

The occurrence of Jackrolling is brought in here for the specific significance that it has

as a form of torture. Mabaso further asserts in her interview,

.. Gangs have started terrorising girls, taking them to some other place

from the streets, from the schools, and from their homes. These girls can

be raped for a whole week without their parents knowing where they are .

... If the boys know the girls, they often kill them afterwards because they

know that otherwise girls will tell their parents and everybody else they

know who it was who raped them (in Russell, 1991, p. 65).
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These young girls are not only raped by their offenders but are for periods of up to a

week kept and tortured whilst being threatened with imminent death if they know their

assailants. This in the author's view qualifies as torture.
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Recently feminists working predominantly within a postmodernist framework, has

criticised the 'early' feminists constructions and analysis of women's oppression and

rape. The above feminists views (Brownmiller, 1975; Millet, 1970) have been criticised

by many other feminists (Kitzinger, 1993; Schacht & Atchison, 1993; Shefer, 1998) for

constructing rape as violence/power/control, and in this way divorcing it from sexuality.

It is argued that heterosexuality (mentioned earlier) is a key feature in the critique of

male dominance and women's oppression. This critique of heterosexuality was absent

in early feminist critiques of sexual violence as a form of control over women. It can be

argued that such an emphasis, that is on heterosexuality, emerged partly out of

conflicts within the feminist movement between lesbian and heterosexual feminists (see

Shefer, 1998).

.,

3.3 POSTMODERNIST CRITIQUES OF 'EARL V' FEMINIST VIEWS

Rape, as an extension of male dominance and control over women, has meant that

rape is disengaged from sexuality. However, Dumaresq (1981), using a poststructuralist

analysis, insists that rape is sexual. She challenges the notion that rape is paradigmatic

of women's oppression or a universal form of control over women's sexuality. She

asserts that the 'discourse of rape does construct a specific sexuality, within its own

area, that is different for men and women, and which produces both rape victim and

rapist' (p. 57).

Other feminists (for example Kitzinger, 1992; Roiphe, 1994) have argued that early
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feminist focus' on rape have portrayed women as victims and men as the inevitable

perpetrator. They argue that rape should not be seen in isolation from other forms of

gender inequality as it further portrays women as passive victims of male dominance

and oppression. This inadvertently reinforces and reproduces patriarchal discourses.

It is thus argued that heterosexuality is central to all forms of women's oppression

(Clarke, 1995; Hallway, 1994). It should therefore be recognised and studied. Feminists

should not only look at violence against women as a consequence of gender inequality,

but look at it in a manner that recognises the enforcement of heterosexuality as an

attempt to ensure male privilege in all realms: physical, economic and emotional.

Apart from the above brief critique, it has also been argued that early feminists do not

capture the complexity of women's oppression, and specifically Black women's

oppression (Guy-Sheftall, 1995). They have failed to see that Black women's

oppression is multiple and that it operates on different levels, that is, gender, race,

class, age, heterosexuality, etc (Beale, 1995; King, 1997; Lorde, 1995). The recent

emergence of Black feminists is an attempt to provide a more complex understanding

or model towards women's oppression.
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3.4 BLACK FEMINIST THEORIES

In this section, Black feminists discourses are discussed briefly. More attention will be

paid to Black feminist discourses in the next section, when interracial rape is looked at.
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In this section particular attention is paid to models of intersectionality. This section

explores the more recent works of for example, King (1997), and Crenshaw (1997). The

work of King (1997) and Crenshaw (1997) are however, presented because they

provide particular insight into models which could explain interracial rape more

effectively.

In the last decade, there has emerged a specific discourse which differs in important

respects from the earlier feminist discourse which in most cases presented the

discursive positions of White women as if they represented all women (hooks, 1997;

Mama, 1995). Black feminist scholarship has been at pains to counter just the sorts of

one sided, gender before race thinking that liberal feminist writing has engendered.

Recent works in Black feminism (but also work by nonBlack feminists such as Spelman,

1997; di Leonardo, 1997) have brought on a richer and more sophisticated, many-sided

explanations of women's oppression.
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While Black feminism is not a monolithic, static ideology, and there is considerable

diversity amongst African women, certain premises about Black feminists remain

constant. Guy-Sheftall from the United States of America (1995) has argued that,

1) Black women experience a special kind of oppression and suffering in

this country which is racist, sexist, classist because of their dual racial and

gender identity and their limited access to economic resources; 2) This

'triple jeopardy' has meant that the problems, concerns, and needs of
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Black women are different in many ways from those of white women and

black men; 3) Black women must struggle for Black liberation and gender

equality simultaneously; 4) There is no inherent contradiction to eradicate

sexism and racism as well as the other "isms" which plague the

community, such as classism and heterosexism; 5) Black women's

commitment to the liberation of blacks and women is profoundly rooted

in their lived experience (p. 2).

Whilst Guy-Sheftall (1995) is writing from the position of a African-American feminist,

this argument is true for all Black women, and not only for African-American women.

Women in South Africa face the same oppressions as set out above. This can also be

seen in the writings of Fester (1997).

Black scholars and activists have moved from views that spoke of a simplistic double

or triple jeopardy to explaining the multiple jeopardy, multiple consciousness of Black

women (King, 1997), the intersectionalities of race and gender (Crenshaw, 1997) and

the tragically powerful embodiment of the ambiguous social positioning of Black women

(Williams, 1997).

King (1997), for instance, argues that Black women face multiple oppressions: gender,

cultural and class. Sexual oppression is often likened to racial oppression. This creates

dilemmas for Black women as it obscures the oppression of Black women. In all of this,

the Black woman's oppression becomes obsolete. Sexual oppression equates Black
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womens oppression with that of White women and racial oppression equates the

oppression of Black men with that of Black women. King (1997) thus argues that Black

women should define and sustain a multiple consciousness which is essential for the

liberation of women, as Blacks and as economically disadvantaged workers.

Kimberlé Williams Crenshaw (1997) posits that violence against women of colour and

for example rape and thus interracial rape, can only be addressed within a framework

that is attuned to the intersectionalities of racial and gender oppression. She speaks

about three kinds of intersectionalities namely, structural intersectionality, political

intersectionality and representational intersectionality.

Structural intersectionality focuses on the way in which women of colour are situated

within overlapping structures of subordination, for example, of colour, race and gender.

Poor women who are raped by their partners often face the added pressure that they

cannot leave the relationship owing to their economic dependence but also to what is

called the 'have-hold' discourse - the desire of heterosexual women to attract and

keep heterosexual men (Hollway, 1984; Mama, 1995).
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Political intersectionality refers to the different ways in which political and discursive

practises relating to race and gender interrelate, often erasing women of colour. The

way in which political intersectionality relates to violence against women of colour

reveals the ways in which politics centred around exclusive notions of race and gender

leave women of colour without a political framework that will adequately conceptualise
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the violence that occurs in Black womens' lives. Amina Mama (1995) has studied the

neglect of gender within Black psychology specifically. Her view, as that of other Black

feminists, which is the one taken here, is that as Black psychology has tended to

conceptualise race and racist effects in a simplistic manner, theorisations of gender

have overlooked or underplayed the role of race and how it is implicated in the

production and reproduction of gender. Mama (1995) has also pointed out how

psychology has tended to treat race as though it has the same consequences for all

Black subjects in racialised contexts.

The third kind of intersectionality that Crenshaw (1997) refers to is that of

representational intersectionality. This refers to images. Regarding women of colour,

this variant of intersectionality comes to mean the way in which images of Black people

and of women converge to generate narratives that are deemed appropriate. Media

images portray Black women which are constructed through racial and gender

stereotypes. These stereotypes collectively form images of women of colour that are

specifically and categorically unique. These images of women of colour renders our

experience of violence as unimportant and discredits our claims of violence. Crenshaw

(1997) argues that because both the actual experience of violence and the

representation of those experiences form the problem of gender violence. Feminists of

colour must address how race and gender intersect in popular discourse as well as in

feminist and antiracist politics.

Other Black feminists (Collins, 1990; Davis, 1978, 1981, 1984) have stated that rape
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is a sexual violence that is specifically embedded in a system of interlocking race,

gender and class oppression. This ties in with sentiments of other feminists such as

Crenshaw (1997) mentioned above. Collins (1990) argues that by examining the links

between sexuality and power (for example in rape) in a system of interlocking race,

gender and class oppression, it will reveal how important controlling Black women's

sexuality has been. Black women have thus been dominated and oppressed in all

spheres of her life.

When examining rape and sexual violence, Collins (1990) argues that the reality and

threat of violence have acted as a form of social control for Black women. Black women

who resisted the sexual advances of their White male employers were often dismissed

from their work with no prospects of finding alternative employment. In this example,

force or the threat of force was used to control women. Rape has been a fundamental

tool of sexual violence directed against Black women, often by White men (Collins,

1990). This specific form of rape (interracial) will be discussed in the next chapter.

The rape of Black women accompanies Black women's subordination in a system of

race, class and gender oppression. This violent act is the visible dimension of a more

generalised, routinised system of oppression (Collins, 1990). The specific forms of

violence that Black women experience, for example rape, reflects the broader process

by which violence is constructed in a race- and gender -specific manner.
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Davis (1978, 1981, 1984) suggests that sexual violence has been central to the
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economic and political subordination of African-Americans overall. However, whilst

Black men and women are both victims of sexual violence, the specific forms they

encountered were gender specific. This can be seen in the acts of lynching and rape

of Black men and women (see chapter four).

Finally, Lorde (1984) argues that,

In order to perpetuate itself, every oppression must corrupt or distort

those various sources of power within the culture of the oppressed that

can provide energy for change (p. 53).

This is seen in the act of rape. The ability of the act of rape to infuse the private domain

of Black women's love relationships with Black men, White men, and with other women,

reflects the sentiments expressed by Lorde (1984). When men dominate women and

accuse them of being sexually passive, the act of domination, from pressured sexual

intercourse to rape, reduces male anxiety about impotence (Hoch, 1979). Rape affects

women on the emotional level and in that respect the act of rape ensures the

oppression of women on a gender level.

3.5 CONCLUSION

It was stated in the beginning that feminist thinking is not homogenous. Feminist

theorisation does not attribute rape to a single factor but a multitude of forces. In
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addition, feminists do not provide all the answers regarding rape and why women get

raped. The contribution of feminism to research and theory is a broader and more

comprehensive view on what the issues are, issues which were often left out in earlier

theories of rape. And more importantly, feminists look at rape from the perspective of

the survivor and not from the view that places rape squarely on the doorstep of the

survivor.

However, one should not dismiss later feminist thinking on heterosexuality. These

feminists argue that it is not solely about power/violence/control but also about

heterosexuality and that heterosexuality is at the centre of women's oppression. Lastly,

Black feminists have also provided a more complex theory of understanding women's

oppression. They argue that women's oppression cannot solely be explained through

gender, but also by taking into account race, heterosexuality, class, age, etc.
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CHAPTER FOUR

INTERRACIAL RAPE

Little empirical work exists around the area of interracial rape. As of present, no pointed

psychological research has been conducted on the subject in South Africa that the

researcher knows of. The work from which this chapter then draws comes from studies

undertaken in North America. Although this may pose some problems related to specific

local and socio-political and historical contexts, it is by no means all useless to the

situation in this country.
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The chapter is divided into three main sections. Section one focuses on interracial rape

in general. It starts by presenting in tabular form reported cases of intra- as well as

inter-racial rape, in South Africa in general and the Western Cape Province in particular

(where the present study was conducted) between the years 1992 and 1996. Intraracial

rape statistics are offered here as it provides a context in which interracial rape occurs.

It then offers two explanatory models of interracial rape developed in the United States

of America in the mid-seventies, and their criticisms.

The second section is headed 'Black on White rape'. It offers specific discourses on this

kind of interracial rape. This section includes writing on the era of slavery and the act

of lynching in the USA. The last section is 'White on Black rape' and focuses on the

silence that has accompanied this pattern of rape as opposed to the rape of White
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females by Black men.

4.1 INTERRACIAL RAPE

According to research literature from the USA (for example Amir, 1971; LeBeau, 1984)

rape is mostly intraracial with a very low incidence of interracial rape. This also holds

true for South Africa, where by far, reported rape appears to be confined mainly to rape

within race groups. Table 4.1 below presents rape statistics for the Republic of South

Africa for the period 1992-1996. The second table, Table 4.2, gives the number of

interracial rapes for the same time period in the Province of the Western Cape, where

the present study was conducted. With this table attention is drawn to the race of the

offender in interracial rape. The statistics presented in the tables were obtained from

the South African Police, Crime Management Information Centre and the National

Crime Investigation Service.
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Table 4.13DE: Rape cases reported in South Africa from 1992 - 1996

Year 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996
Total no. of rape 24360 27056 42251 43981 45084

cases reported

No. of intraracial 23733 26395 41 410 43241 44339

rape cases reported (97.43%) (97.55%) (98.01%) (98.32%) (98.35%)

No. of interracial 627 (2.57%) 661(2.45%) 841(1.99%) 740(1.68%) 745 (1.65%)

rape cases reported"
.'.

Table 4.2: Number of rape cases reported in the Western Cape

Year 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996
Total no. of rape cases 4258 4794 5368 5052 5303

reported

Black on White rape 84 (1.97%) 75 (1.56%) 75 (1.40%) 86 (1.70%) 84 (1.58%)

White on Black rape 36 (0.85%) 48 (1%) 49 (0.91%) 35 (0.69%) 24 (0.45%)

3 It should be noted that statistics for 1992 and 1993, exclude those rape cases that had
been reported in the previous TBVC. These cases are however accounted for in the
statistics as from 1994. This would explain the increase in the number of rape cases
reported.

D Rape cases here include the rape of a wife by her husband, as well as the rape of
females under the age of 12 years.

E As stated previously, the statistics were received from the South African Police, Crime
Management Information Centre and the National Crime Investigation Service. It should,
however, be noted that the SAP6 system from which the statistics are drawn, is not static
and is continuously revised. The statistics reported on here might thus differ from
statistics reported elsewhere.

F This includes both Black on White rape and White on Black rape.
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Research and theoretical literature from other countries tend to support the notion that

violent crime, which includes assault, robbery, rape, and murder, occurs largely within

a racial group (Curtis, 1975; Wilbanks, 1985). According to Wilbanks (1985), the fact

of violent crime as mainly intraracial is so well-established that texts do not even

discuss the intraracial vs interracial nature of the crime. As this is precisely the focus

of this study, the author will do just that. From the data presented above it is clear that

the actual number of interracial rape cases is relatively low in comparison to the total

number of all rape cases reported in South Africa. However, something that should be

kept in mind when reading the tables is the recognized fact that crimes of rape tend to

be underreported. In South Africa the popular (but in some unknown and little studied

respect, possibly harmful) view is that one woman is raped every 60 seconds.

With the history of South Africa this view becomes more critical, more sensitive, and

always potentially divisive when race becomes a factor in rape. It becomes critical

because Black women more than White women, because of historical power

differentials, would have more likely underreported not only rape in general but more

specifically the interracial kind. It becomes more sensitive to a feminist discursive to say

White males rape of Black females is muted while Black males' rape of White women

generates more discussion and is sensationalised. The image of the rapist in the

popular imagination and the media as a strange Black man continues to hold sway. In

other words, it could be divisive to a feminist struggle to say race is a factor in the

psychology of rape, in how people are influenced by the media to think of rape, and

sentencing in rape case.
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A number of research studies have found that crime, and in particular rape, happens

mostly within a racial group, where, for instance, a White male subject is most likely to

rape a White female subject. One of the rigorous, earlier studies that established this

finding was conducted by the Eisenhower National Commission in the USA on the

causes and preventions of violence in 1967. The Commission conducted a national

survey of 17 cities using a representative sample drawn from police rape reports. The

findings of the commission identified 90% of these rape cases as intraracial. In other

words, a man is more likely to rape a woman of the same race as himself than a woman

of another racial group. The explanation for this is simple to understand, and turns

around social and spatial proximity. The violence of men is directed at those who are

close by and who have no power.

In South Africa, it would be relatively easy for a White man to rape or kill those nearer

to him than to travel a great distance to a Black township to give vent to his anger,

because he would have been conspicuous, lost (unless he happened to know the place

very well), and might have lost much of his aggression just getting there. Because of

similar reasons, Black men have tended to commit more crime, including rape, in Black

locales than in White neighbourhoods.

Another study was done in 1971 by Menachim Amir. He conducted a victimization

study where he examined the occurrence of rape in Philadelphia for the years 1958

and 1960. An element of this study looked specifically at the relationship between race

and rape. Amir analysed the nature of the 646 rape offences and found that over 93%
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of the rape cases were intraracial. The number of interracial rapes were relatively small.

3.3% of the total number of cases involved Black offender and White survivor, while

3.6% involved White offenders and Black victims (in LeBeau, 1984). The study came

to "two important conclusions: first, that rape was fundamentally an intraracial offence,

and second, that rape was more likely to involve minorities. In concluding, Amir was

arguing that Black men are the most likely perpetrators of rape, whether on women of

their own race or across race. The effect of this argument can be construed as racist

or not favourable to men from minority groups. Its intended or unintended aim is to

entrench racist ideologies.

Despite the statistics this study of Amir's, where marginally more White on Black rape

is reported, other studies of for example Nelson and Amir (1975) and Curtis (1976)

found that the proportion of Black on White rapes are more than 15 times greater than

the proportion of White on Black rapes. La Free (1982) offered a possible explanation

which said that there was, and in many cases there still is, widespread paranoia

concerning the protection of White woman from assault by Black men. Black men were

portrayed as savages from whom White women had to be protected. The number of

White women assaulted by Black men were often exaggerated, partially to keep White

women in a state of fear, and secondly, because of racial prejudice of White men. In an

attempt to explain this increase in Black on White rape Curtis (1975,1976) developed

two theoretical models for explaining Black on White rape. Both models are based on

the assumption that the USA is a highly stratified society with race specific rules of

sexual access.
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4.1.1. Social Interaction Model

This model begins with the assertion that there is 'increasing interaction between Blacks

and Whites especially among the young and in more commercial cities or academic

communities' (Curtis, 1976, p. 128). Curtis said that increased interaction might indicate

greater occupational and social equity which breaks down racial barriers. As barriers

are removed or at least lowered Blacks become more willing to seek out White

acquaintances, friends, and sexual partners. Black men might be more willing to seek

out White women, and especially White women who are more liberal, by which it is

meant White women who were not adverse to socialising with Black men. This makes

greater Black-White interaction possible. For Whites, rejection of racial prejudice

increases interaction across the races. Reports of Black-White rape become

interpretable as inevitable and can even be seen as an undesirable spinoff of social

change.
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La Free (1982) criticized this model of interracial rape as it does not explain why

increased interracial social interaction leads to the increase in Black-White rape but not

White-Black rape. He argued that the crux of this model is that greater social interaction

leads to crime. The normative or social interaction model can thus only be viable if

Black men have increased their interaction with White women and if the interaction

between White men and Black women have not increased or changed at all.
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4.1.2 Black Politicalization or Conflict Model.

Conflict theorists (for example Collins, 1975, in La Free (1982)) state that sexual

access, like other scarce resources, was determined in the past by the power

relationships between social subgroups. Especially during the period of American

slavery, the sexual stratification system placed few constraints on sexual access to

Black women by White men but severe constraints on sexual access to White women

by Black men. To put it differently, a set of written and unwritten rules of sexual access

emerged out of the highly stratified society of slave-owning America, which continued

to the present century. These rules were, at the risk of repetition, different for Black

men and White men. These rules gave White men tacit permission to the bodies of

Black women. They punished and prevented nearly all sexual intercourse between

White women and Black men, and not just rape of White women by Black men. Set

against these rules Cleaver's (1968) and Hernton's (1965) kind of arguments could be

read as saying that violating the rules was a challenge to the authority, and the very

existence of White society.
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The Black Politicization model suggests that the increasing black awareness, black

pride, and black power in the sixties and seventies in the USA helped to reduce

restraints on Black people. The reduction of restraints and increased sense of power

meant that Black men were more likely to strike out directly at frustrating objects. Curtis

(1976) related this directly to rape. He said:
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Black-White sexual attacks can be related to a new emerging sense of identity

and confidence among the Black community. These feelings of awareness and

pride originated during the civil rights and the black power movements and

filtered down to the street corner level (p. 128).

At one point Curtis (1975) interpreted the rape of White women by Black men as the

'penultimate way for a Black male to serve up revenge on his White male oppressor' (p. I~NIV\

78). A less extreme interpretation by Curtis (1975) maintained that Black-White rape

results from the Black offenders' perception of White women as a symbol of freedom

and not the target of their revenge. This argument by Curtis seems problematic. Firstly,

if White women were regarded as symbols of freedom, how would this lead to rape?

To pose the question in a different way, how does rape signify freedom. It makes more

sense to say Black men, in instances where they perceive the White female body as

representing freedom, would more likely seek out consensual sexual relationships, or

friendships, or some other nonviolent form of relationship with White females rather

than rape them.

In an attempt to provide a tentative theory of interracial rape, La Free did a study in

1982 using data from the National Crime Panel survey of crime victims. This survey was

undertaken by the U.S. Bureau of Census in which a representative sample was asked

to report on any victimization that they suffered during the six months prior to the survey

being done. La Free (1982) hypothesized that the social interaction or the normative

model discussed earlier should be rejected and that the conflict model be modified.
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Conflict theories of the likes of Hernton and Cleaver have conceptualized Black-White

rape as a violent political act associated with growing Black anger at inequality and

oppression. But the results of La Free's study does not fully support this interpretation.

The Black-White rapes were not characterised by any marked differences in victim

attributes. Black men, like their White male counterparts, who raped White women

tended to pick strangers, in public places, during the day. Black-White rapes were no

more violent than any other rapes. Also, if the motives for Black-White rapes was solely

to strike back at the sexual stratification system, it is not clear why Black men tend to

rob their victims as well, and more likely to do so than their White counterparts (La Free,

1982).

La Free (1982) argued that the conflict model does not necessarily assume that

interracial rape represents a conscious, political act on the part of the offender.

However, other literature (for example, Sykes & Matza, 1957) shows that an awareness

of unjust sexual relationships may provide a justification for criminal behaviour. Comer

(in La Free, 1982) argued that radical black politics are not limited to students and

political activities, but may be found among the lower classes and less well-educated

Blacks.
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If the conflict model holds true, it would mean that this model would be applicable for

the occurrence of rape prior to the 1994 elections and the emergence of a new

democracy in South Africa. It would also mean that there should have been a decline

in Black on White rape after the 1994 elections and perhaps an increase in the White-
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Stember (1976) asserts that an important aspect of the sexual stratification system, is

that the American society has provided the belief that White women (or lighter skinned

black women) represent the ideal of sexual attractiveness. He argues that Black men

in White dominated societies are influenced by this myth and that for both Black and

White men, sexual gratification and power are closely related. Because of the history

of sexual stratification, the meaning of interracial rape (and seduction) are different for

Black and White men. A more plausible explanation for the greater frequency of Black-

White rapes is thus that a White dominated sexual stratification system has enshrined

White females as a symbol of sexual attractiveness, freedom and power. Stember

further states that the difference between Black-White rapes and other rapes are thus

Black pattern of rape as power relations had changed, as there is the popular

perception that Blacks now have power in the country. It should be noted though that

whilst changes have taken place structurally, four years is not enough time to

adequately reflect on this change of power. In other words, this change might as yet not

be fully perceived or experienced by the citizens of South Africa. Nonetheless, from the

statistics presented in the tables above we can see that, indeed, the number of Black-

White rape has not decreased and that the occurrence of White-Black rape has not

increased significantly. If we are to agree that White women represent symbols of

freedom, as is argued by Curtis (1975), then we could say that this model holds for a

period in South Africa when there were interracial relations and marriages, despite laws

prohibiting such relations (for example, the Prohibition of Mixed Marriages Act, 55 of

1949).
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less political than strategic: because the social system continues to separate Black men

from White women, offenders in Black-White cases select victims / survivors with whom

they have had no prior social contact. James Le Beau (1984) makes a number of

criticisms regarding previous works on interracial rape. He contends that these studies

could have distorted the statistics of rape, due tb racial confusion. With the exception

of the study done by Amir (1971), studies only 'narrowly' classified people as Black and

White failing to take into account other races e.g. Spanish-American or Latino's as in

the case of the United States. There is some confusion in classifying Latinos, which

could have led to the distortion of the actual number of offenders of other racial groups.

Another criticism is that the work on interracial rape could possibly have distorted the

actual number of rape offenders. He offers the following hypothetical example in

support of his view:
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Suppose there are ten rapes of White victims; five committed by Black assailants

and five by White assailants. Hence the rape is 50% intra- or interracial and it

normally would be assumed that the representation of each offending race would

be the same percentage. Yet this data can reveal that five of the assaults were

committed by five different White offenders; one by a Black offender and four by

the same Black offender. White rape is still 50% intra- or interracial, and the

actual number of offenders decreases from ten to seven. The proportion of Black

offenders decreased from 50% to 28.57% and the White proportion increased

from 50% to 71.43% (p. 130).
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This example also points out that there is often an over representation of minorities as

offenders in comparison to their proportion of the total population. This argument might

also hold for the statistics presented in the earlier tables on interracial rape in South

Africa.

4.2 BLACK ON WHITE RAPE

Davis (1984) has stated that the most insidious myth about rape is that it is most likely

to be committed by a Black man. A direct consequence of this persistent insinuation of

racism into social attitudes is that White women are socialised to harbour far more fear

that they will be raped by a Black man than by a White man. This, as indicated already,

is despite the fact that statistics show that intraracial rape is more prevalent than

interracial rape.
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The myth of the Black rapist makes White women oblivious to the fact that they are

more likely to be raped by someone they know and from their own race. It has been

noted that in many instances, especially through the era of slavery, in the south of

America, that Black women were most often the victims of White rapists, as opposed

to White women being the victims of Black men. Nonetheless, White women are more

suspicious of Black men than of White men (Davis, 1984).

Yet, the Black man as rapist was not mere 'idle' talk. The myth was supported by
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various laws and social actions. Pape (1990) alleges that the "Black Peril", (incidents

of alleged sexual violence by Black men against White women), was at times a fully

hysterical obsession amongst the White population of Colonial Zimbabwe (p. 699). Fear

of "Black Peril" led to a series of legislations which included the prohibition of sexual

relations between Black men and White women. At the turn of the century, the

Immorality Suppression Ordinance was passed in Zimbabwe under which any man

would be sentenced to death, if they were accused of 'attempted rape'. This law also

ensured that White women would be sentenced for a maximum of two years, and Black

men to five years, if they engaged in consensual interracial sex.

It was a fear of 'Black Peril' in South Africa, that led to the passing of similar laws in this

country. The first of the Immorality Acts, making interracial sex unlawful, was passed

by the Union in 1927. The second Immorality Act (Act 23 of 1957), passed by the

Nationalist government, prevented interracial sex inside and outside of marriage. The

Prohibition of Mixed Marriages Act 55 of 1949 was passed after several attempts in

1949. All these laws were passed because of the need to preserve 'race purity' and

race pride.

The related myths of the Black man as untrustworthy, dangerous and libidinous and that

of the White woman as a symbol of purity, virtue, defencelessness, and gentility

emerged almost at the same period. They, in effect, reinforced each other. This myth

of the White woman, was used as a political weapon to justify the 'unlawful' and

abhorrent treatment of Black men through various acts of lynching and most often at
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the hands of the Klu Klux Klan. The myth of the Black man as a rapist was used to keep

the White woman under the protection but also mercy, of White males - that is, 'in their

proper place'.

4.2.1 Era of Slavery and Lynching

During the era of slavery in the United States of America the only rape that was illegal

was that of the White woman by the Black man. Only in some states in America was

White on White rape illegal. During this era when a Black man was convicted of raping

a White woman the punishment was castration or death.

It was especially towards the end of the 19th century that lynching was rife. It is

estimated that an approximate 4715 persons were lynched between 1882 - 1946, three

- quarters of whom were Black (Wriggins, 1983). This figure is however exclusive of the

tortures, murders and burning at stakes of Black people. Lynching was most often the

direct consequence of the 'myth' that a Black man had raped a White woman, but was

in many cases, used exclusively by the White race as keeping Black people in a state

of fear and powerlessness.

Rape continuously kept White people in a state of mania and panic. One White woman,

the wife of an ex-congressman, stated in 1898 'if it needs lynching to protect woman's

dearest possession from human beasts, then I say lynch a thousand times a week if

necessary' (Wriggins, 1983, p. 108).This quote reinforces the view of the Black man as
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bestial, wild, criminals and rapists of White women. Whilst this statement was made a

century ago, it still poses serious problems for the feminist movement, with reference

made to the notion of sisterhood.

Wriggins (1983) argues that many White people accepted lynching as appropriate

punishment for a Black man accused of raping a White woman, and that often Black

men would be lynched if White men felt they had not been effectively dealt with through

the legal channel. Wriggins cites a case brought before the court in 1907 in Louisiana.

This is how the defence courisel argued for the accused,

Gentleman of the jury, this man, a nigger, is charged with breaking into

the house of a White man in the night-time and assaulting his wife, with

the intent to rape her. Now, don't you know that, if this nigger had

committed such a crime, he never would have been brought here and

tried; that he would have been lynched and if I were there I would help

pull on the rope (in Wriggins, 1983, p. 109).
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In the United States, Black men accused or suspected of rape / attempted rape were

subject to being lynched. In essence, this meant that White males were the only

persons who in this racial - sexual system, had exclusive rights to sexual privileges. Sex

between Black males and White women (whether it was violent or not) defied both

racial and sexual power systems; in that way it threatened the very essence of the

'White Male Club' making it political (Williams & Holmes, 1981).
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Eldridge Cleaver (1968) was very clear in his motivation for raping White women when

he said,

Somehow I arrived at the conclusion that, as a matter of principle, it was

of paramount importance for me to have an antagonistic, ruthless attitude

toward White women (sic) ... Rape was an insurrectionary act. It delighted

me that I was defying and trampling upon the Whiteman's law, upon his

system of values and that I was defiling his women - and this point, I

believe, was the most satisfying to me because I was very resentful over

the historical fact of how the White man has used the Black woman. I felt

I was getting revenge. From the site of the act of rape, consternation

spreads outwardly in concentric circles. I wanted to send waves of

consternation throughout the White race (pp. 13-14).

Hernton (1965) also states that as a boy growing up in the South that:

The taboo of the White woman eats into the psyche, erodes away significant
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positions of boyhood sexual development. This alters the total concept of

masculinity and creates in the Negro males hidden ambivalence towards all

women, Black as well as White (p. 59).

As mentioned before, Black men were thought of as beasts, animals and this is what

Hernton is referring to here and how this (myths about Black male sexuality) influenced
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him as a boy. However, this is a most extreme case. It is not true to say that all

interracial rapes are political acts. But even today, the rape of White women by Black

men is sensationalised.

In South Africa, this racial-sexual stratification, is not much different. Violence in South

Africa has in, general, received much attention. However, it is most often crimes such

as hijacking that have received more attention from police. At the beginning of 1997,

two incidents of rape occurred which rocked the country into action. Both of these

crimes were committed by Black men on White women. In these two incidents White

women were gang raped by Black men in Johannesburg. Not ever in recent memory

had the occurrence of rape received such attention. The cases were sensationalised

in the press, especially when one of the suspects (in the one case) was said to be the

brother of a Black celebrity. This subsequently turned out to be a false accusation. This

case exemplifies the fact that, once again, a Black man was falsely accused, in the

interest of the protection of White women and to ensure the control and power of White

men.
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4.3 WHITE ON BLACK RAPE

Much attention has been focussed on the rape of White women by Black men yet, its

counterpart, the rape of Black women by White men has received scant attention and

has often been glossed over, denying the reality that White men raped Black women.
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As Alice Walker (1981) so aptly puts it: 'Who knows what the Black woman thinks of

rape? Who has asked her? Who cares?' (p. 85).

For centuries the Black woman has served as the primary pornographic 'outlet'

for White men in Europe and America. We need only think of the Black women

used as breeders, raped for pleasure and profit of their owners. We need only

think of the license of the 'master' of the slave societies of the South to note the

sadistic treatment - at the hands of White 'gentlemen' - of 'beautiful young

quadroons and octoroons' who became increasingly (and were deliberately bred

to become) indistinguishable from White women, and were more highly prized

as slave mistresses because of this (Walker, 1981, p. 42).

This quote by Walker encapsulates the treatment and lives of Black women during the

era of slavery. During the period, the rape of Black women was common and was used

as a weapon of White supremacy (Wriggins, 1983). White men had easy access to

Black women.

Not only were Black women used for 'pleasure' by slave owners, they were also used

for profit. Black women were used as breeders by their owners, thus ensuring more

slaves for the owners. In the deep south of America there were laws that encouraged

sex between Black female slaves and White masters, as this inter-racial union produced

children who were also slaves (Wriggins, 1983). Historically, children were considered

the property of their father (La Free, 1989), but during slavery they were the property
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of their mother, who in turn were slaves. This exploitation of Black women as breeders

also exemplifies the notion that they were less than human as only animals can be bred

against their will (Collins, 1990). Wriggins (1983) has also stated that the legal system

rendered the rape of Black women by any man, White or Black, invisible, whereas the

rape of White women 'enjoyed' a high status, the rape of a Black woman was, so to

speak, legal.

Angela Davis (1981) pointed out that:

It would be a mistake to regard the institutionalized pattern of rape during slavery

as an expression of White men's sexual urges ...Rape was a weapon of

domination, a weapon of repression, whose covert goal was to extinguish slave

women's will to resist, and in the process, to demoralize their men (p. 23).

Davis' work (1981, 1984) has tried to illustrate that the oppression of both Black men

and Black women was part of a system of interlocking race, gender and class

oppression. She suggested that sexual violence has been central to the economic and

political subordination of African-Americans overall. As victims of sexual violence, the

specific forms of violence that Black women encountered were gender specific. Davis

further stated as a counterpart of seeing the Black man as a rapist, the Black woman

was seen to be promiscuous. Black women were also portrayed as pornographic

objects, sexualized animals and prostitutes (Collins, 1990). Rape thus became the

specific act of sexual violence forced on Black women, with the myth of the Black
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prostitute as its ideological justification (Collins, 1990). Davis here provides us with the

justification as to why the legal structure systematically denied the rape of Black

women, especially by White men.

Darlene Hine (1995) has looked at ways in which Black women have dealt with rape

and domestic violence. She argued that in an attempt to deal with violence Black

women physically migrate or flee. This is done in an effort to protect themselves and

their children from rape, or the fear of rape. Hine (1995) has also maintained that

because of the fear of rape or actual rape, and also because of the manner in which

rape was dealt with in the court system, Black women developed and adhered to a cult

of secrecy, a culture of dissemblance, to protect the sanctity of inner aspects of their

lives. With the culture of dissemblance, Hine was referring to the behaviour and

attitudes of Black women that created the appearance of openness and disclosure, but

actually shielded the truth of their inner lives and selves from their oppressors.
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As reported in the section on Black on White rape, the recent incidents of rape in South

Africa received great attention. No such attention was given to the rape of Black women

by White men. It is however worth mentioning that the recent rape of a Black

parliamentarian has received much public and media attention, the offender is still

unknown (although the survivor was raped on Robben Island, with under fifty men being

possible suspects). Whilst the survivor's 'coming out' should be applauded, little

progress has been made on the case thus far. For the general or ordinary Black

woman, who does not command such a high profile in our country, and who has been
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a survivor of rape by a White man, reporting of the rape incident will understandably

not lead to much, and their case is not likely to receive the same 'intense' attention,

whether it is by the media or by the police.

4.4 CONCLUSION

In concluding this chapter, two points are raised. The first of these points is that the

incidence of interracial rape in South Africa, as elsewhere in the world, is very low when

compared to intraracial rape. Yet incidents of interracial rape are often sensationalised

and magnified out of proportion. Specifically, the kind of interracial rape that receives

this sensational and magnified media attention is that of the Black man raping the White

woman. Black men are portrayed as the only people who rape.
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The second point is that Black women are more likely to underreport or not report rape

by a White man. This can be attributed to the 'culture of dissemblance' postulated by

Hine (1995). This culture of dissemblance is related to the historical position that Black

women have occupied in American society. This argument seems to hold true for South

Africa. According to Hine (1995), even today few Black women are less likely to be

willing to talk about being raped, especially when the rapist is White, because of this

culture. The reason for this unwillingness to either report and/or talk about rape is

because the rape of Black females by White males has historically been regarded as

legal.

https://etd.uwc.ac.za/



CHAPTER FIVE

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

It was briefly mentioned in Chapter 1 that this study would adopt a qualitative

methodology. This chapter provides the rationale behind the methodological choice. It

briefly sets out the principles and philosophies of the interpretive-hermeneutical

paradigm, within which qualitative research falls, and then the empirical-analytical

paradigm, the choice of research design, participants in the study, and procedures

followed.

5.1 PARADIGMATIC DECISIONS

Social scientific research is often characterised as having three paradigms of thought

namely, the empirical-analytical paradigm, the interpretive-hermeneutical paradigm and

the critical paradigm (Smaling, 1992a). These paradigms are said to differ on

ontological issues, epistemological issues, axiological aspects as well as on

methodological matters, such as objectivity, reliability and validity. Another distinction,

that of rhetoric, is made by Creswell (1994).
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The ontological dimension refers to the reality which is being investigated in research

in the social sciences. This reality is in essence the research domain (Mouton & Marais,
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1990). The quantitative researcher views this reality as 'objective' and independent of

the researcher, whereas for most qualitative researchers this reality is constructed by

the participants in the research (Creswell, 1994).

Epistemology refers to the 'quest for truth' and is regarded as the key dimension of

social science praxis (Mouton & Marais, 1990). The epistemological ideal therefore is

that research findings generated ought to, as closely as possible, reflect the true state

of affairs (Mouton & Marais, 1990; Smaling, 1992a). 'Epistemological issues associated

with these approaches concern the locus of scientific knowledge, for instance, reason

or/and sensory perceptions (empirical-analytical) and verbal discourse and/or intuition

(interpretive - hermeneutical)' (Smaling, 1992a, p. 4). One aspect of this dimension

where the qualitative and quantitative methodologies differ is with regard to the

relationship of the researcher to the participants or researched. The quantitative

paradigm requires that the researcher should be distant and independent of that being

researched in an attempt to regulate bias (Creswell, 1994). The qualitative researcher

on the other hand interacts with that being researched, often over a long period of time

minimising the distance between the researcher and those being researched (Bogdan

& Knopp, 1982; Creswell, 1994, Douglas, 1970).
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The axiological dimension refers to the values of the paradigms (Creswell, 1994;

Mouton & Marais, 1990). The researcher's values are said to be kept out of the

research in the quantitative approach, whereas in the qualitative approach the

researcher acknowledges and reports on the role that she/he plays as a research

https://etd.uwc.ac.za/



instrument and the values that are brought to the study (Creswell, 1994).

The term methodology is derived from the Greek words 'methodos' (literally meaning

along side the road)and 'logos' (logic or study) (see Mouton, n.d). The methodological

dimension thus refers to the 'science of the road one follows in research' (Meulenberg-

Buskens, 1996) or what may be called the 'how' or process of social science research

(Creswell, 1994; Mouton & Marais, 1990). According to Meulenberg-Buskens (1996),

it can also be interpreted as the 'choices one makes in a specific research project and

the reflection on and justification of those choices' (p. 1).

Creswell (1994) postulates that the researcher approaches a quantitative methodology

by using a deductive form of logic wherein theories and hypotheses are tested in a

'cause-and-effect' order. Contrary, inductive logic prevails in qualitative methodology.

Categories emerge from participants providing rich 'context-bound' information leading

to patterns or theories that help explain phenomena (Bogdan & Biklen, 1982; Creswell,

1994; Glaser & Strauss, 1967; Mouton & Marais, 1990).
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Another dimension where the paradigms in question differ is with regard to rhetoric.

Rhetoric refers to the language of the research (Creswell, 1994). The language used

by the quantitative researcher is often impersonal and also formal. Alternatively, the

language of the qualitative researcher is more personal, informal and based on

definitions that emerge from the study (Creswell, 1994).
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One can thus argue that the empirical-analytical paradigm views people as a

mechanism, robot or organism whereas the interpretive-hermeneutical paradigm views

people as a person, communicator, or interpreter (Smaling, 1992a).

The decision to use qualitative methods and techniques in this study cannot be

discussed without looking at the 'debate' relating to the empirical-analytical (positivistic)

and the interpretive-hermeneutical paradigms. It necessitates discussion as the

empirical-analytical paradigm has been the dominant or mainstream paradigm that has

shaped many disciplines, including psychology (Banister, Burman, Parker, Taylor &

Tindall, 1994).

5.1.1 Positivism and the Quantitative Approach

Mouton and Muller (1997) argue that the modernist conception of a positivist science

contains three interlinked premises that form the core idea of a positive science. These

are 1) the universalistic thesis or premise; 2) the formalistic thesis; and 3) the logicist

thesis. Universalistic theories are aimed at producing universal truths or lawlike

statements. The formalistic thesis contains the idea that theories are axiomatic, and that

all scientific propositions can be derived deductively from general universal laws

(Mouton & Muller, 1997). The third thesis, logicist thesis, refers to the idea that the form

of social explanation is identical to that of physical explanation. It was believed that

scientists and scientific disciplines who followed this framework would achieve true
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scientific status (Mouton & Muller, 1997).

One of the central features of positivism is the view that the study of society and human

behaviour should be scientific in the mode of the natural sciences (Walker, 1985).

Methodologists who favour this approach argue that in order to gain scientific

respectability, the social sciences need to adopt the research methods employed by the

natural scientists.

Another belief shared by positivists is that social and natural worlds 'conform to certain

fixed, unalterable laws in an endless chain of causation' (Hughes, 1976, p. 19).

Therefore the major goal of scientific research is to establish causal laws that enable

us to predict and explain specific phenomena. At a minimum, to establish these laws,

a science must have reliable information or facts (Labowitz & Hagendorn, 1971). The

requirement for reliable 'facts' leads to an emphasis on rigour, objectivity and

measurement. This is captured in a statement made by the 19th century physicist, Lord

Kelvin who said,
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when you can measure what you are speaking about and express it in

numbers, you know something about it; but when you cannot measure it,

when you cannot express it in numbers, your knowledge is of a meagre

and unsatisfactory kind (in Walker, 1985, p. 193).

Predominantly, researchers from the quantitative paradigm, tend to study phenomena
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from the outside, assuming that becoming part of the process would make them too

'involved' and cause them to lose their objectivity. Researchers often impose a certain

structure onto the phenomena, for example a structured interview, of set response

categories in a questionnaire (Creswell, 1994; Mouton & Marais, 1990). The qualitative

researcher is more concerned with letting the object speak for itself (Mouton & Marais,

1990; Smaling, 1992).

However, according to Banister et al. (1994) not all quantitative research is positivist

and vice versa. The empirical-analytical paradigm does not intrinsically exclude the use

of qualitative methods. See for example Cook and Reichardt (1979) and Prinsloo (1990)

who have employed both qualitative and quantitative methods in their work. Miles and

Huberman (1984) also see themselves as 'soft nose logical positivists'.

5.1.2 Qualitative Research

There are certain instances when "traditional" methods of social research are

inappropriate. Walker (1985) suggests that perhaps the subject of enquiry is inherently

complex and understanding this complexity is part of the research brief. As a number

of researchers have stated, the techniques used in this approach are usually associated

with 'what things exist' rather than to determine 'how many such things there are'

(Hedges, 1981).
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Qualitative investigations are concerned with the nature of the social phenomena under

investigation (Banister et al., 1994; Maso, 1989). They will thus occupy themselves with

the 'features, nature and character of phenomena as interaction, situations, groupings,

problems, etc. and with the similarities, differences and (causal) relationships, between

(elements) of such phenomena' (Maso, 1989, p. 1). The qualitative researcher will thus

focus on the context and integrity of material and will never build accounts directly or

only from quantitative data.

Bogdan and Bilken (1982) identify five features of qualitative research. Firstly, they

speak of qualitative research as having the 'natural setting as the direct source of data

and the researcher as the key research instrument' (p. 27). They state that the

researcher goes to the setting under study because she/he is concerned with the

context of the study. Secondly, qualitative research is descriptive. The data collected

is in the form of words or pictures rather than numbers. Thirdly, qualitative research is

concerned with process rather than simply with outcomes or products. According to

others such as Denzin and Lincoln (1994) this implies that 'the gendered, multiculturally

situated researcher approaches the world with a set of ideas (theory, ontology) that

specifies a set of questions (epistemology) that are examined in specific ways

(methodology)' (p. 11).

This supports what was mentioned earlier by Bogdan and Bilken (1982) that the

researcher is the most important instrument in the research. Through dialogue between

the researcher and the researched (the subject), all notions of the neutral researcher
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and of pure objectivity are dispelled. On the part of the researcher, this would however

necessitate diligent reflexivity (Banister et al., 1994; Potgieter, 1997; Shefer, 1998).

Qualitative researchers therefore need to be reflective of their own values and

interpretations that they bring to the study and the role or influence that they as

researchers have on the context. It is often on this underlying assumption that

qualitative research is criticised as being biased, unreliable, not valid, etc.

Fourthly, qualitative researchers tend to analyse their data inductively (Bogdan &

Biklen, 1982). In other words, they do not look for data that can be used to prove or

disprove hypotheses before entering the field. The theory thus develops from the

bottom up; for example, Grounded Theory (Glaser & Strauss, 1967). Lastly, 'meaning'

is of essential concern to the qualitative approach. Researchers are interested in the

ways different people make sense out of their lives. They are concerned with

participants' perspectives (Bogdan & Biklen, 1982) rather than with the construction of

universal laws of social behaviour (Mouton & Marais, 1990).

Smaling (1992b) states that qualitative research can be characterised on the basis of

four aspects of empirical research. These are (I) the nature or preconception of the

object of study; (ii) method of data collection; (iii) method of data analysis and (vi) the

research design.

Firstly, the object of study is the world as defined or experienced by the participants in

the study. Secondly, methods of data collection are open and flexible. According to
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Walker (1985), 'qualitative methods yield large volumes of exceedingly rich data,

obtained from a limited number of individuals' (p. 3). Qualitative data collection methods

include the use of photography, interviews (group and individual), observation, field

notes, projective techniques (example the Rorschach technique), life stories, etc.

(Bogdan & Biklen, 1982; Banister et al., 1994; Fontana & Frey, 1994; Walker, 1985).

With regard to data analysis, Smaling (1992b) states that 'this method does not include

a representation of an empirical system in a numerical mathematical system, for the

purpose of reasoning analytically within this mathematical system' (p. 174). Walker

(1985) supports this when he says that qualitative analysis is more 'explicitly,

interpretative, creative and personal than in quantitative analysis which is not to say that

it should not be equally systematic and careful. Various qualitative data analysis

methods can be mentioned, for example thematic analysis, discourse analysis, content

analysis (see Miles & Huberman, 1984; Potter & Wetherall, 1987; Wolcott, 1994).
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Lastly, a qualitative research design implies an interactive, cyclical relationship between

data collection and analysis. These two processes alternate continuously and influence

each other. Smaling (1992b) goes further and says that in this manner, it is possible to

select data which has relevance for the analysis and that one can stop gathering

information when the data does not add new information with regard to the research

problem. This stance is however not without critique.

As was briefly referred to above, critiques have been levelled against qualitative
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research as not being scientific, objective, valid, etc. It has even been stated by

qualitative researchers that because the researcher plays a key role in the research

process, the research cannot be objective (see Banister et aI., 1994). Whilst it falls

outside the scope of this thesis to go into lengthy explanations about why qualitative

research is 'scientific', it is important to mention that other researchers have claimed

qualitative research to be objective, reliable, and valid (see for example Denzin &

Lincoln, 1994; Mouton & Marais, 1990; Smaling, 1992).

Qualitative and quantitative research methods and techniques transcend paradigms.

Quantitative and qualitative methodologies have not only been used exclusively, but it

has often been triangulated in research investigations. Maso (1989) notes that

'notwithstanding the differences between qualitative and quantitative investigations,

their scientific objections are the same: to contribute to the development of empirically

supported socioscientific theories' (p. 2).

The decision to use a qualitative methodology has also been influenced by qualitative

researchers that point out that qualitative methods permit a considerable amount of

flexibility (Griffin, 1986; Potgieter, 1997; Willis, 1980). Griffin (1986, p. 182) for example

reflects on how the use of qualitative methods created the space for her to look at more

sensitive issues such as sexuality and domestic violence. Van Manen (1979) points out

that qualitative data, with its emphasis on people's 'lived experiences', is fundamentally

well-suited for locating the meanings people place on the events, processes and

structures of their lives; that is their perceptions, assumptions, prejudgements,
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presuppositions and connecting these meanings to the social world around them.

Billig (1978) highlights another reason for my opting to use a qualitative methodology.

Billig (1978) argues that in his study of contemporary British Fascism, a quantitative

approach would only have 'revealed the surface characteristics of that group's ideology'

(p. 203). The same can be argued for the present study. A quantitative methodology

would have provided a wider scope regarding perceptions of interracial rape, but would

not have furnished the researcher with the depth of information gathered in this study.

Support for using the chosen method was further provided by Banister et al. (1994),
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qualitative research recognises a complex and dynamic social world. It

involves the researcher's active engagement with participants and

acknowledges that understanding is constructed and that multiple realities

exist. It is theory generating, inductive, aiming to gain valid knowledge

and understanding by illuminating the nature and quality of people's

experiences. Participants' accounts are valued, emergent issues within

the accounts are attended to. The developing theory is thus firmly and

richly grounded in personal experiences rather than a reflection of the

researcher's a priori framework. In this way insight is gained to the

meanings people attach to their experiences (p. 142).
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5.2 AIMS OF STUDY

The main aim of this study is to gain insight into the differences and similarities of Black

and White, male and female students' perceptions of race, power and gender in

interracial rape. The aim of the study is underpinned by the following research

questions.

5.3 RESEARCH QUESTIONSG

1) What are Black and White, males and females perceptions of interracial rape as

an expression of sexual politics (power) between men and women?

2) What are Black and White, males and females perceptions of interracial rape as

an offense that one man commits against another?

3) What are Black and White, males and females perceptions of interracial rape as

an act of racism and the result of a racially stratified society?

5.4 SAMPLING, PARTICIPANTS AND DATA COLLECTION PROCEDURES

Given the aims of the research, Black and White, female and male, students

participated in the focus groups. Students from the psychology departments of two

universities, namely the University of the Western Cape and the University of

G Note that the research questions are not the interview questions. The interview questions
are however informed by the research questions guiding the study.
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Stellenbosch participated. Black men and women from the University of the Western

Cape, a historically Black university were asked to participate as well as White men and

women from the University of Stellenbosch, a historically White university, were asked

to participate.

At the University of the Western Cape, final year psychology students were requested

to participate. Tutors (from research practical groups) informed the students that a

masters students was doing a thesis on interracial rape and needed volunteers.

The first focus group conducted was with a group of Black women. Five women

participated in the discussions. Three of the women were doing Bachelor of Arts

degrees, one was an Occasional Arts'' student and another woman was doing a

Bachelor of Arts Social Work degree. Participants were all full-time students. The

participants ranged between the ages of 21 - 27 years. One participants' age is

unknown'.

The second focus group was conducted with both Black males and females. There

were six participants in the group, three females and three males. The ages ranged

from 22-30 years old. Four of the participants were doing Bachelor of Arts degrees, one

was doing a Diploma in Education and the sixth participant was doing a Biblical Studies

degree. Although the tutor of this group had asked the participants permission for the

H An Occasional Arts student is a student that registers for one subject within the faculty
with the aim for example to improve a mark for that particular subject.

I The student failed to provide her age.
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researcher to use the tutorial time to conduct the focus group, the researcher

nonetheless had to introduce herself and her topic to them and ask for permission. The

group discussed this briefly, after which permission was granted for the interview to be

conducted.

The third focus group at uwe was a male only group. There were three participants in

the group. Their ages were 24 and 33 years. They were full time students. One of the

participants age was unknown. The courses they did varied, from Social Work to

Education and Bachelor of Arts. Though the size of the group was small, the richness

and depth of information gathered enabled the researcher to use the information, as

opposed to conducting another focus group with more participants.

The University of Stellenbosch students were recruited by one of the lecturers teaching

third year research classes. Several third year female students were willing to

participate, however the lecturer experienced problems in convincing men to participate.

The third year psychology class at the university has a smaller number of male students

and after several unsuccessful attempts to recruit third year male students, it was

decided to recruit male students from the Honours class. This decision was made

based on the fact that there is not that big a developmental difference between third

year students and the Psychology Honours students as the focus groups were

conducted in March. Only Psychology Honours students who had proceeded to this

course immediately after completion of their third year were recruited.
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The first focus group conducted at the University of Stellenbosch was with a group of

four White women. Three of the participants in this group were 21 years old and one

participant was 20 years old. Three of them were doing Bachelor of Arts degrees and

the other was doing a Bachelor of Science degree.

The second focus group consisted of both White men and women. This interview was

conducted with a group of Psychology Honours students. There were eight participants

in the group, five women and three men. The youngest participant was 21 years old the

oldest participant 24 years old.

The last focus group interview was with the male group. There were three participants

in the group. The ages ranged from 24 to 26 years.

The focus groups were conducted over a period of two months. The groups were

presented with two accounts of rape which had been sourced from the reports in the

Sunday Times (January 21, 1997). One account regarded the rape of a Black woman

by a White man and the other of a White woman by a Black man (see appendix B).The

focus groups lasted approximately one hour each, although some were longer.
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5.5 INSTRUMENT

As has been alluded to in the previous section, focus groups were used as the method

of data collection. Qualitative interviewing of which the focus group is an example, is
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one of the most appropriate techniques for this type of study as it enables the

interviewer to take into consideration personal, racial, gender, ethnic, social political and

cultural contexts of the interviewees as well as the uniqueness of the interview (Fontana

& Frey, 1994). It also caters for the uniqueness of each individual. Focus groups allow

the researcher to bring together a small number of people to discuss topics on the

research agenda (see Fontana & Frey, 1994; Millward, 1995; Walker, 1985). According

to Walker (1985) the role of the interviewer is 'not to conduct individual interviews

simultaneously but to facilitate a comprehensive exchange of views in which all

participants are able to 'speak their minds' and to respond to the ideas of others' (p. 5).

This technique allows for a fuller participation of the interviewee in the interview

process.

Whilst the skills required of the interviewer are not essentially different from those

required for individual interviewing, focus groups do present its own set of problems that

the interviewer has to be aware of (Fontana & Frey, 1994; Millward, 1995). Some of the

problems that they refer to is that the focus group discussions may be dominated by

one person, group culture may interfere with individual expression, it may be difficult to

discuss sensitive topics, and the dynamics of the group may be problematic. Some of

the advantages to using this technique is that it is 'inexpensive, data rich, flexible,

stimulating to respondents, recall aiding, cumulative and elaborative, over and above

the individual responses' (Fontana & Frey, 1994, p. 365). According to Fontana and

Frey (1994) three skills are essential to the interviewer. Firstly, the interviewer must

keep one participant or a small number of participants from dominating the discussions.
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Secondly, quiet participants should be encouraged to participate and thirdly, related to

the second skill, interviewers should try and encourage all participants to participate to

ensure the fullest possible coverage of the topic (Fontana & Frey, 1994).

Four open - ended questions formed the basis of the interview guideline, thereby not

pre-determining the responses, or limiting the responses of the interviewee's (see

attached appendix A, and appendix B for the case studies). The guideline was informed

by literature related to the topic of this research, consultation with another research and

the feedback from the pilot interview conducted. In the focus groups where participants

spontaneously started addressing issues in relation to other questions on the guideline,

the researcher refrained from asking the question. The open ended techniques used

in these focus groups also allow the interviewee to choose his\her own individual

answers and to clarify their contextual meaning (Meuienberg - Buskens, 1993). This

type of interview technique, is characterised by asking for clarification, reflective

summaries, encouraging, open attentative attitude, unconditional positive regard, and

silence tolerance (Meuienberg - Buskens, 1993).
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The focus groups were conducted in English. This was a pragmatic choice as the

groups were not divided into specific language mediums. In other words, there were

students in the groups whose first language was English and others whose first

language was not necessarily English, but Xhosa, Afrikaans or Sotho. The language

that the students spoke was thus not a determining factor in the way the groups were

constituted. The criteria which were used were race and gender (as mentioned
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elsewhere).

5.6 ANALYSIS OF DATA

Qualitative data analysis has been described by Marshall and Rossman (1989) as a

search for general statements about relationships among categories of data; building

grounded theory. The data was analysed thematically. Thematic analysis is a coherent

way of organising or reading some interview material in relation to the specific research

questions (Banister et al., 1994). According to Banister et al., (1994) the readings are

organised under thematic headings in ways that attempt to do justice both to the

elements of the research question and to the preoccupations of the interviewees. With

thematic analysis, themes are not predetermined but rather emerge from the data

(Banister et al., 1994; Potter & Wetherall, 1987). In other words, the data is categorised

into themes which the participants raise in example focus groups. It is however a close

reading of the text which attempts to separate the given text into coherent themes or

stories. This approach is informed by the idea that discourse does not simply express

or reflect meanings, rather meanings are constructed through discourse (Potter &

Wetherall, 1987).

The analytic procedures adopted in the present study were based on Marshall and

Rossman's (1989) non-linear model for analysing qualitative data. Marshall and

Rossman cautions against using data analysing schemes that 'often filter out the
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unusual, the serendipitous' (p. 113). They propose a model that achieves a balance

between efficiency considerations and design / analytic flexibility.

The model proposed by Marshall and Rossman sets out five modes of activity:

a) Organising the data;

b) Generating categories, themes and patterns;

c) Testing the emergent categories and patterns against the data;

d) Searching for alternative explanations of the data;

e) Writing the report.

These five modes are explicated below.

a) Organising the data: the taped focus groups were firstly transcribed verbatim in

preparation for data analysis. From the outset it should be said that the recording of the

interview with the mixed gender group at uwe was not always clear. In fact, the

participants, for one reason or another - whether lack of fluency in the language of the

interview, or because of personality factors; or the sensitivity of the subject - were not

very forthcoming. These reasons were not explored in the sessions. Although it might

be frowned upon, in analysing the transcripts, therefore, the researcher sometimes

relies on the reflections of content made during the interview which were more audible

than the actual spoken words of the participants: The principal reason that makes this

acceptable is the reflections by the researcher attempts to stay with and remain faithful

if not to the actual words, then to the idea of the speakers.
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The process of organising data entails repeated reading of the focus group interviews

that forces the researcher to become familiar with it. Other researchers (Riley, 1990)

refer to this process as letting the data speak or hearing what the data has to say.

During this process, the researcher noted ideas, and discussions that came to mind.

b) Generating categories, themes, and patterns: According to Marshall and

Rossman (1989), this phase of the data analysis is the most difficult, complex,

ambiguous but also the most creative and fun part. It involves a heightened awareness

of the data, a focussed attention to the data and an openness to the subtle, tacit

undercurrents of social life (Marshall & Rossman, 1989). This required the researcher

to continuously question the data, and reflect on the conceptual framework on which

the study is built.

During this phase, the text was coded, in an attempt to transform the data. The

researcher scrutinized the data for patterns of similarities and also for differences.

Words, representing themes were assigned to various segments of the texts. These

themes therefore served the purpose of assigning units of meaning to the descriptive

information compiled during the study. During this phase, the researcher made memo's

(theoretical and process) relating to the specific emergent themes.

A qualitative data analysis computer package, ATLAStiwas used in this phase to assist

with the analysis of the data. It was developed by Thomas Muir (1993). The package

does not do the actual analyses, but assists the researcher in making the data collected
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manageable and the analysis process easier.

When using ATLASti, graphic presentations or networks are constructed of the salient

themes, depicting their linkages to other emergent themes. In the present study, this

reflected both the classification scheme used by the participants in the study and those

drawn by the researcher. This schematic presentation however was devoid of

interpretation of the codes.

Many themes emerged during this phase. These themes were not discussed as loose

entities, but were discussed in a format that addressed the research questions and

themes of this study. The themes were largely based on what emerged from the data,

but was also influenced by the research questions, and literature on the said topic.

Keeping all this in mind, the following broad categories or themes were identified for

all the groups which I labelled as follows: 1) a power and domination theme, 2) a

justification of rape category, 3) a race, racism, apartheid and rape category.
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The power and domination category included the sub-themes power and masculinity,

and sex-role socialisation (this emerged in only the female groups). The justification

category, which emerged mostly in the Black groups, included a sub-theme around

women's dress, a theme relating to lack of girlfriends and a lack of love or sex, a theme

around rape as a game or competition, a low self - concept, low social status, and

negative childhood experiences sub-themes as well as a sub-theme related to alcohol

and pride (which emerged in the White male only group) and rape as a cure for AIDS.
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The race, racism, apartheid and rape category included the sub-themes race, anger

and hate; race and rape preference; race and revenge; racism and Black men are

promiscuous and have diseases, and one relating to media (which emerged in the male

only groups). These themes were similar but not the same for all the sections.

c) Testing the emergent categories and patterns: during this phase the researcher

evaluated the plausibility of these patterns and categories, through testing them against

the data, and also the existing literature on (interracial) rape (discussed in chapters two

and three). This entailed critique of the categories, searching for alternative patterns

and linkages in the data. This rigorous process is recommended by Marshall and

Rossman (1989). Marshall and Rossman further suggests that the researcher

maintains a certain degree of scepticism and willingness that the participants in the

study may have ensured a particular presentation of themselves. The researcher

adhered to this, especially in the light that the researcher interviewed White students

and that the researchers' race (Black) could have influenced their responses and that

the Black students could have been influenced by the researchers race. Another factor

that could possibly have influenced the group was the sex of the researcher. However

in keeping with the qualitative paradigm, we accept the responses given by the

participants.
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Another point of discussion raised by Marshall and Rossman (1989), is that the

researcher must determine whether or not the data is useful in illuminating the

questions being explored and whether or not they are central to the story that is
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unfolding about the social phenomena, in this instance, interracial rape. The researcher

was satisfied that the data was useful in illuminating the research questions in this

study. As pointed out by Strebel (1993) and Potgieter (1997) with a study of this nature,

it is possible to have excluded some themes from the present study or alternatively to

have highlighted positions differently.
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d) Searching for alternative explanations: Marshall and Rossman (1989) stresses

that during this phase, the researcher must search for other plausible explanations for

the data and the linkages among them. The researcher is assured that the patterns

received rigorous scrutiny, and is satisfied with the accounts presented in the final

analysis.

e) Writing the report: Marshall and Rossman (1989) argues that writing the report is

not a separate process from the analytic process. In this process, the researcher thus

becomes an active participant in the research process.

In the following chapter a full analysis and discussion of the findings are presented.
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CHAPTER SIX

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

6.1 INTRODUCTION

This chapter presents and discusses the results of the study. It contains detailed

extracts from the six focus groups. To recap, attention is again drawn to the aim of the

study which is to gain insight into the differences and similarities of Black and White,

male and female students' perceptions of race, power and gender in interracial rape.

As mentioned in the previous chapter, six focus group were facilitated. Two groups

consisted of females students (Black only and White only), two groups of male students

(Black only and White only) and two mixed gender groups (Black only and White only).

In the following section (6.2), I present the discourses on interracial rape as presented

by the female only groups (both Black and White), then the male only groups (both

Black and White) (section 6.3) and in the final section (6.4), the mixed gender group

(across race). Attention is paid to what was said and at times, the silences and pauses

are briefly explored. Section 6.5 presents an analysis between the Black women and

men and an analysis between the White women and men.
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6.2. BLACK AND WHITE WOMEN ONLY GROUPS

As regards the Black and White women, three broad categories with particular sub-

themes emerged. Firstly, a power and masculinity category with sex-role socialisation

as sub-theme. Secondly, a justification of rape category consisting of the sub-themes

women's dress, a sub-theme relating to a lack of girlfriends and a sub-theme centering

on rape as a game or competition. Thirdly, a category labelled as race, racism,

apartheid and rape emerged. The latter category consists the sub-themes race, anger

and hate; race and rape preference; race and revenge; and a racism and the Black man

is promiscuous and has diseases theme.

6.2.1 Power and Masculinity

The perception that men rape because of physical strength (power) was articulated by

the women's groups across race.

They, em, the man ...maybe he has a certain power. They are strong given their physical

appearance. 80 then they use that. They're stronger to ...females cannot fight them ...

(Black women).

(B)ecause women are less, men are stronger than women and they can. You know like

they say when you get raped, do not scream and don't struggle. Ja (White women).

As the above excerpts indicate, both Black and White women referred to physical
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strength and masculinity. In the discussions by the White women, they also mentioned

that women should not scream for help which was not mentioned by the Black women.

The White women also made a link between physical power and feeling masculine

which the Black women did not.

I think it probably is, or wanting to feel that they ... lt sort of reconfirms ...Ja reconfirms, It

reconfirms them that they are feeling low ..Very masculine. (White women).

It was said that by expressing physical power through rape, men are bolstering and

reaffirming their masculinity.

The link between sex, power and masculinity is an interesting one and one that has

been discussed by many feminists (Hallway, 1984; 1989; Millet, 1970; Russell, 1975;)

and profeminists (Kaufman, 1994; Kimmel, 1994). It is significant in that masculinity,

and identities of 'men as men', along with feelings of positive self esteem, are seen by

women (both Black and White) as tied to some sort of power as well as the

demonstration of that power through domination. This ties in with the arguments

(referred to earlier) as expressed by Russell (1975) and Kaufman (1994) on men and

violence. Men, it is said, will turn to violence as a way of showing that they are in

control. In another way, violence is used by men to exert, restore, or negotiate the

balance of power. In this way, violence is associated with a certain masculinity.

Put differently, positive images of masculinity are inherently linked to expressions of

domination. Men thus rape to feel powerful. Men rape to feel masculine. Rape is
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ultimately also an expression of powerful male identity. In their work on the construction

of masculinity in heterosexuality, Shefer and Ruiters (1998) support the feminist

critiques of heterosexuality that sex between men and women is a form of male

domination. Men are prepared to resort to violence, against men and women, in an

attempt to retain sexual power in relationships. In order for men to keep their manhood

or masculinity in tact, they turn to sexual violence. The distinction between physical and

sexual violence becomes non-existent (Hallway, 1984; Millet, 1970; Russell, 1975).

6.2.1.1 Sex-role Socialisation and Power

Another issue that emerged in the focus groups was the role of society in prescribing

how individual men and women relate to each other .

... men are still the head of the house blah, blah, blah whereas in South African society

they more do all, but then I think many societies here there's also 'Die man is die hoof

van die taffel' ... And now the woman is coming around the corner and they are not

handling the situation at all (White women).

Although the White women mentioned issues of socialisation, they did not speak about

the gender roles that are attributed to men and women by society per se.
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The Black women addressed social norms regarding gender in a very direct way.

I think like the social norm, er, then they give them the power to dominate females.
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Because you see that you know norm that we have ... to become negative and it comes

to women to become ... We cannot do that because we are women. We cannot do that.

Only men has the right to do that ... (Black women).

Society regulates males and females relations with each other through modelling

gender roles. Feminist discourse argues that gender roles are prescriptive (Kaufman,

1994; Kimmel, 1994; Millet, 1970). These prescriptive gender roles were seen by the

Black women as playing a role in rape .

... if you are a White woman or a Black woman they take you as inferior to man. A Black

man regard themselves as dominant to White and Black woman. Even that applies to

White woman (Black women).

In the focus group with the Black women it was mentioned that society prescribes

particular roles which are different for its male and female members. The above

discourse reflects the sentiments that gender oppression is more pronounced than

racial domination. These perceptions would appear contradictory to Deborah King's

(1997) sentiments of the multiple jeopardy and consciousness of Black women. King

(1997) argues that the fight for racial liberation has taken prominence over the struggle

against women's oppression in for example the United States of America.
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The White women in the group spoke about women challenging males roles in society.

This was not spoken about by the Black women.
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That's what I'm gonna go on to have said like, it's all man and the more woman comes

up since 1920, the vote blah, blah, blah we keep coming up more. And I, I think men are

not handling the situation in all aspects of life ...And the male rapist, the male crime rate,

the divorce rate, I mean ... You must only go to Europe where everyone, ok not everyone

is so, a majority of the people are divorced ...And just the male menopause in general.

Which is, I think, back to why they are raping. This insecurity, and this thing, about

woman and, and, chauvinism ... (White women).

The strive for the equality of women, in other words feminism and the whole women's

movement, makes men feel insecure and ultimately threatened. It challenges the

normative gender roles and the very superiority written into those roles that makes men

have power over women (Donat & D'Emilio, 1992).
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The notion that men, specifically in Afrikaner societies, are not handling the change very

well is reflected in the following quote by a White woman:

... men are still the head of the house blah, blah, blah whereas in South African society

they more do all, but then I think many societies here there's also 'Die man is die hoof

van die taffel' ... And now the woman is coming around the corner and they are not

handling the situation at all. Especially in Afrikaans society ... Uhm, this male superiority.

The woman, the woman is you know, is pregnant barefoot in the kitchen and like sorting

it out. Which has lead the male to have a very comfortable life style till now ... The man

would then suddenly have to change his behaviour which will, which will be fine, he must

get it. That might be a bit threatening to the man who has suddenly has to do the dishes

... (White women).
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It would appear that women are challenging normative roles in society and men are

feeling threatened. They are retaliating by raping women. The participant makes

reference to Afrikaner society and appears to be speaking from her position as a White

woman. It would thus seem as if the participant in this instance, is speaking in particular

about the White male. When the participant refers to the Afrikaner male, it ties in with

what Epstein (1998) stated that 'men become particular kinds of men through their own

history and the histories of the society that they live in' (p. 49). These Afrikaner males

masculinities developed within a particular period in South Africa, one characterised by

oppression, both racial, gender, economic and political.
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In the focus group with the Black women they mentioned that women, because of the

roles assigned to them in society occupy a lower status. In the discussions, it was

argued that young boys are accorded more power and thus status in society by the fact

that they are boys (see Gatens, 1991). This is learned from an early age onwards. The

participant said:

." even when we are talking when we are ... and one old woman who are talking with her

eight year old boy. He will not regard you as a older person because he is a boy, he has

that power (Black women).

From the above excerpts we see that sex-role socialisation is linked to power. Both the

White and Black women refer to sex-role socialisation and talk about the manner in

which it contributes to the rape of women.
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6.2.2 Justification of rape category

A justification of rape category emerged with several sub-themes relating to the said

category. These include a dress and rape sub-theme, lack of girlfriends sub-theme,

rape as a game or competition, and rape as cure for AIDS sub-theme.
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6.2.2.1 Justification of rape category: particular dress leads to rape

Another category that emerged strongly in the discussions with the Black women, was

the notion that 'women are too blame for their own victimization' (Interactionist theories;

Psychoanalytic theories; Schwendinger & Schwendinger, 1983). This is seen through

talk about dress and girlfriends. In the focus group with the Black women, they

perceived men to rape because of women's attire.

I think the reason one of them is the way we dress. Woman style of dress if if you look

at ... I mean the way we dress you know what kind of ... So when the men get us in the

struggle. The way we dress our style of clothing, of seeing the woman maybe wearing

something skimpy like. And then they want to have something of her (Black women).

This was not spoken about in the focus groups with White women. In the group other

participants differed from the above participant.

I think the way we dress is the main cause of this thing. Because I mean actually

everyone has a right to dress as what he or she likes. I think it's just the men ...The men

can't control themselves, they do not have, have self discipline. As she said, 'as if they

https://etd.uwc.ac.za/



128

use the power, they use, they know that they are dominating women, we can't fight them

back, so they are using this power to use ourselves and our bodies (Black women).

An element of 'out of control' is also expressed in the above statement. Men are unable

to control themselves, that is their sexual urges. Whilst the participant is saying that

dress does not playa role and women should have the right to dress in any manner,

she suggests that men cannot control themselves.

While there were different views on the role of clothing and rape, participants spoke

more about the lack of girlfriends and rape.

6.2.2.2 Justification of rape category: Men rape because of a lack of girlfriends

Hallway (1984, 1989) speaks about the concept of male sexual drive discourse which

reflects the notion that men need sex, are focussed on sex and that it is something that

cannot be controlled. In the following extract, it is implied that men have the right to

have more than one partner as it satisfies their sex drive. Therefore, men who do not

have a partner would rape as their sex drive is not satisfied. This is a dominant theme

in the 'anti' feminist literature.

(A)nd if you can do that [sleep around] being a woman, you are called by a name, a

prostitute or, ...but if men's that, does not. ..(Black women)

Sometimes we find that men rape who haven't got many girlfriends, part of that makes

them want to rape a woman, having a woman, to rape a woman (Black woman).
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Both these topics i.e. dress and role of girlfriends, when interrogated says: women can

be blamed for being raped. Firstly, some of the Black women are saying that because

of the way women dress, it is acceptable for men to rape. Men justify their violent

behaviour, by blaming women.

This justification theme reflects the discourse that certain women 'accept' the myth that

has been popularised by the media that women dress and provoke men to commit acts

of rape. The White women did not speak about clothes and lack of sex which could

reflect that they are more aware of sexist justifications and adapt their talk to the

audience that they are with (Billig, 1987).
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6.2.2.3 Justification of rape: Rape as a game or competition

In the focus group with the Black women, they discussed rape as a game between men,

of which women in other words are the 'toys' or objects that are to be played with.

Women are perceived as objects. As a result, they can be toyed with and raped as it

is all part of a game. Rape is perceived as a game that is essentially played between

men. This illustrates what Butler (1990) refers to as gender as an act that requires a

performance that can be repeated. These acts of performances are then ritualised

forms of their legitimation. In the following extract men are seen as acting out particular

performances (rape as a game):

(H)appens to peer groups most guys, they they want to, ...em come in to ... sort of as a

game. They use it as a game. Em, once I was listening to a friend from England speaking
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about the schoolboys, who normally raped er girls. To count the number of women whom

that person has slept with. So they use it as a game ...(Black women).

Women are further objectified when their bodies are used as instruments between

competing males. Men are often said to be 'conquerors' or macho if they have slept with

a number of women. Women are thus used by men, for the attainment of this status.

It is often regarded as a competition between men (DeKeseredy & Schwartz, 1998).

The winner is the male who has slept with the most women (see Hollway 1984; 1989).

This is evident in the account by one participant:

Ja and sometimes ...a star. Star number 1. So you know that, you know you are a star

number 1 then star number 2 person. So when they come, they got a club, and they

come together and they're all by themselves, they count the number of women they slept

with so ... [interruption: another participant) They can see that expression, em maybe they

were scared, they were competing amongst males. So if you have. So if you have slept

with so many women you are regarded as someone who's a gazzi ... (Black women).
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Three phrases are worth noting from the above passage namely 'they come together

and they're all by themselves'; secondly 'maybe they were scared, they were competing

amongst males' and 'you are regarded as someone who is a gazzi'. Looking at the first

phrase, it appears to indicate that men are aware of what they are doing, and how they

are perceiving women. The participant appears to be saying that men know that they

are regarding women as objects in an competition, hence they have count the number

of women they have slept with when 'they're all by themselves'.
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In the second phrase the participant mentions that men are possibly scared because

of the competition between men (see Connell, 1995; DeKeseredy & Schwartz, 1998;

Russell, 1975). This could imply that men are to be sympathised with or are to be pitied.

It is expected that women should understand what men are experiencing despite the

fact that men are using women's bodies in the process. It also ties in with the notion of

masculinity and male identity. By winning this competition and being viewed as the

'gazzi'. This concept was not clarified in the discussion. It could possibly refer to the

greatest man, or the best man which is an integral part of men's identity. Women should

thus in other words, cheer when they are being raped and used, so that men can be

perceived as men. Women have over the years been socialised to accept various roles,

to be receivers and to be passive and to support men in their endeavours.

In both the discussions with the Black and White women, very little discussion took

place around the rape of Black women by White men. A possible explanation for this

could be the myth that White men do not rape Black women (Collins, 1990; Davis,

1981; Stoler, 1997). This myth derives from discourses on sexualities of Black people.

On the one hand the Black women is a whore or promiscuous and so cannot be raped

and certainly not by White men and on the other hand the myth that Black men are

rapists exists.
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6.2.2.4 Justification of rape category: Rape as a cure for AIDS

Some of the Black women spoke briefly about the rape of Black women in the context

of sex as a possible cure for AIDS .

... In some instances em, White, White, White males em, they picked up the HIV positive

'cause it's the White male. He want to have sex with a with a young African child because

he believes or he might have that belief, that by having sex with that young African lady

is going to save ... (Black women).

Talk of rape and AIDS was only referred to by Black women. Recently it has been

documented that sleeping with young women is one of discourses that men are using

as a cure for AIDS. What was interesting was that the women linked AIDS to White

men and no mention was made of Black men and AIDS. This could reflect a denial of

AIDS as a heterosexual disease allowing for a discourse of blame and 'othering' of the

illness (Strebel, 1993; Wood & Foster, 1995).

6.2.3. Race, Racism, Apartheid and Rape

A race, racism, apartheid and rape category emerged with several themes relating to

the said category. These included a race, apartheid and rape theme, race and rape

preference theme, race and revenge and a theme relating to racism and the Black man

as being promiscuous and having diseases.
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6.2.3.1 Race. Apartheid and Rape

Apartheid served a particular function in separating race groups. It also created an

awareness of difference and intense animosity and dislike between race groups. It

further saw people viewing others as 'less than' themselves (Alexander, 1985; Sonn,

1996). Interracial rape is perceived by some of the participants to be a enactment of th is

dislike of strangers of a different race group. This is demonstrated in the following

quote:

Both of these articles are interracial rape. White man raping was also engaged in

apartheid and the African man who raped the White woman is also having apartheid and

they wanted to ... each other .... they had, em, that thing of they disliking each other ...that

the other group don't like the other group. If you are African, you won't like a Coloured

person .... they want to hurt that race groups. They want to hurt each other and irritating

the race group ... (Black women).

The above extract depicts anger and dislike at the opposite race group. Given the

history of South Africa, this is to be expected. The above passage reflects another

aspect, namely that interracial rape is not only perceived as being between Black and

White. The rape of an African woman by a Coloured man would therefore also be

considered interracial rape. The participants talk still reflects and upholds the racial

divides of the past. Similarly, in the discussions with the White women, they mention the

rape of Coloured women, which could indicate that they saw interracial rape in the
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(A)nd to me that kind of, seems that they are not making a distinction between who they

are raping and who they are not. If they meet a Coloured girl first, they'll just rape the

Coloured girl. If they meet a White girl, whatever (White women).

same way as the Black women, and not as was defined in this study:

Though the participant is not specifically saying that race is defined as constituting the

race groups Coloured, African, White and Indian, it is possible to infer this from what is

being said in the above passage.

With the 'creation' of different race groups in South Africa, we saw the emergence of

racialised identities and with it the notion that different race groups represents certain

value systems, cultures and beliefs and ideologies (Alexander, 1985). Interracial rape,

as indicated by the above excerpt, was an act of dislike for those things that the race

group symbolises. This is also seen in the following participants account:
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Well we are discussing rape across racial barriers and in South Africa are racist because

of the history. They are like, they have certain symbols which we are all trying to get rid

of, but they stand for certain things because of what this race has done in the past and

what that race has ...and what has happened. But that, if these kind of rapes happen, if

those symbols are the reason for it happening. Where as if we go to another country in

Europe or something, I think it will depend on the governmental system there and what

the racial group itself stand for (White women).

Interracial rape was seen as expression of aggression, hatred, inability to cope, and a
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result of frustration. This reason is supported by self proclaimed rapists Cleaver (1968)

and Hernton (1968) who argued that it was because of anger and hatred that they

raped White women. This was indicated by both White women and Black women:

Aggression or anger. How he isn't coping with either way the society has put on him or

what he is missing out on, which you, the victim probably has. Things his victim has and

can do, that he can't. The total jealous frustration. OK, you have got all this but wait for

it, I am going to give you this ...And then the thing again from different culture. You don't

know were the person came from, he is totally, he hates you. I mean at the end of the day

I think that if you raped by a person your colour, he is in it for maybe more than one,

maybe one basic kind of lustial power, ego male thing. With the other person he must

hate you if he was going to do that to you. And he has no reason to pick on you other

than your colour and what you represent (White women).

(S)o far, em, like this person, er, who's been raped or who has been a victim of rape.

She's been, er, because of apartheid this person was angry ...May I use rude words?

Fucking African, em, African woman. You see so that's it, say maybe the person was

angry (Black women).
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A difference between the two groups of women, is that the White women further

perceived intraracial rape as an act of lust, sex and male identity whilst interracial rape

is due to hatred and anger (Cleaver, 1968; Davis,1981; Fanon, 1965).

(I) mean at the end of the day I think that if you raped by a person your colour, he is in

it for maybe more than one, maybe one basic kind of lustial power, ego male thing (White

women).
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6.2.3.2 Race: Rape Preference

A much more personal stance was given by the White women interviewed on interracial

rape as compared to the Black women. Most of the participants in the group stated that

interracial rape would be more difficult to accept. This sub-theme only emerged in the

discussions with the White women.

I think that maybe it is more difficult to accept interracial rape than intraracial rape.

Because of the way society was and is, it is more accepted than intraracial than

interracial (White women).

Two aspects are reflected by this passage. The first interpretation is that because of the

racial aspect of interracial rape, it makes it more difficult to accept than intraracial rape.

The second is that society, again because of race would find it more acceptable if rape

was within race groups. It is important to note that this was mentioned in the group of

White woman. In other words, it would thus be easier for them to justify rape if the

perpetrator was a White man. Whilst later on in the discussions they acknowledge that

rape is a difficult and traumatic experience, rape by a White man is still 'preferred'. A

possible explanation is that because Black people are viewed as the 'Other' (see, Biko,

1978; Juno & Vale, 1991; Miles, 1989; Sunde & Bozalek, 1993) it is easier to accept

intraracial rape.

I agree with you there. I think that rape is rape. It is terrible whatever. But I think, me

personally, I prefer to be raped by somebody, my own whatever. I don't know. Not that

136

https://etd.uwc.ac.za/



137

I would prefer it but ... (White women).

The above statement ties in with the above notion that the Black man has throughout

the ages been represented as the rapist. White woman have been taught to fear the

Black man because he wants to rape the White woman (Collins, 1990; Davis, 1981;

Fanon, 1967).

Only for the White women did concerns about intraracial rape centre around the fear

of stigma, pregnancy, and purity of race. It was perceived that it would be easier to

recover from intraracial rape than from interracial rape.

If I was being raped by a White man, I would probably be worried more about the after

effects like stigmatism (sic) and pregnancy (White women).

One participant in this group differed from the rest of the women and indicated that rape

within her own race group was a betrayal of trust and that interracial rape was easier

to accept:

I don't know. I think that. ..that this person had an African voice, but to me it would be just

as terrible if it was a White person, like a Black person. In a way, sometimes I think it

would have been more terrible because it is somebody who you identified as your kind

of social..you know what I mean. It is like more scary because it is more immediate than

something that you can like push into another culture or something. You know what I

mean (White women).
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It would appear as if people 'in another culture', in this instance Black men are firstly

not to be trusted. When Black men rape, it should not be regarded as something

surprising, but rather as an act that should be expected. Black men are thus not to be

trusted and can be expected to be the perpetrator (Davis, 1981, Fanon, 1967).

6.2.3.3 Race and Revenge
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Elridge Cleaver (1968) in Soul on Ice speaks about raping the White woman because

of what the White man has done to Black men and women in the past. He states that

rape is seen is an act of revenge, whereby the Black man uses the White woman's

body to get back at White people in general. Conflict theorists view interracial rape as

an act of revenge (Curtis, 1976; La Free, 1982). In the focus group with the Black

women rape as an act of revenge came out clearly. This was only spoken about in the

focus group with the Black women.

I think that fair. I think that it is a matter of trust because they have been deprived men,

that is why I think it is a matter also that we Black people do er. And in contrast from

what we, we Blacks are ...we want to take something out from their, that they have been

taking. Their exploiting us and we must give a form of revenge ...we must do something

(Black women).

In response to the interviewer clarifying the word revenge, the participant further

explained:
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... the whites. They, they did do to Blacks was quite mean I think. So we reflect by

avenging the the raping ...(Black women) .

... also going to say a they want to, to avenge themselves actually. I mean I can say

Blacks do rape em White females because I mean they want to revenge them

themselves of their rights. When they think of times they weren't true. I mean because

of apartheid in the land. So by raping White women they want to, to make them feel

embarrassed, and disappointed. For them, they think that with, I don't know, maybe they

will that they will correct every mistakes they have done in the past (Black women).

In the first quotation in this passage, the participant speaks about Black men's suffering

first before she refers to the suffering of Black people. She does not speak about the

suffering of Black women. This could possibly indicate two things. One, that she saw

Black men being more discriminated against and more affected by the injustices of

apartheid than Black women. It is also indicative of the gender hierarchy in our society

that is under apartheid Black men's suffering took preference above that of Black

women (see Fester, 1997).

Feminists such as King (1997) and Williams (1997) refers to the prominence given to

racial oppression, in the guise of Black mens suffering, as opposed to the oppression

of women at the hands of men, both Black and White. This ties in with the second quote

above in which the participant refers to Black men avenging their rights. Although the

word 'rights' was not clarified, it could indicate that Black men were denied rights by the

State under apartheid. The Black man uses sexual violence to get back at Whites as

a collective. It is also significant when the participant mentions that the Black man wants
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the White woman to feel embarrassed and disappointed (see chapter four on interracial

rape) .

.. .White females, because I think White females they regard Blacks as I don't know, er

as poor people, they do not regard them as human beings, not in the equal status. So by

raping them, they want them to feel I mean worthless and er, they, they want to, er, the

White woman to feel er the worthlessness because they have been raped by a Black

man who is nothing and they regard Black as, they regard as Black as nothing, the

person doesn't exist (Black women).

The Black man has long been regarded as the rapist, as inhuman, as a beast, an

animal. White women have been taught to fear the Black man. The myth of the Black

rapist is long standing and yet despite it being a myth, that fear still exists. This is

reflected in the above passage spoken by the Black woman.

Black men were also aware of the way in which Black women were treated over the

years and would avenge their 'women'. Brownmilier has argued that ultimately rape is

an act between men.

(E)m, I don't think, em, it's between the past and modern because, em, during the period

of slavery, Black man noticed the rape and er, female people were treated by, em, their

masters picking the harvests. They way they were used, they way they were raped and

then ...1believe at the end when they fell pregnant, the African woman. So maybe in the

Black mind, that thing affected them. So they want to use, em, em, White woman, so it's

past and modern because it is still happening even now. So you cannot say it's past
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(Black women).

In the past the rape of Black women were considered a minor offense. At times it was

not even considered an offense at all (Davis, 1984; Stoler, 1997). The rape of the Black

woman was often thrown out of courts of law (Wriggins, 1993) and in South Africa it did

not even get to courts. This was due to the myth that Black women are promiscuous,

they invite and relish sexual exchanges. As a result, the opinion existed that Black

women could not be raped. White men who raped Black women were thus not

punishable and if brought before the courts of law, the case was often dismissed.

(M)ay have been, em, some other cases that, em, maybe the White rapist who have

raped the female, woman, em. The case, the case, em, is withdrawn from the court

'cause they say there is no evidence. So in coming to the word as revenge, so they may

em make that man, so in order for him to revenge, he has to appear for to rape a White

en a White, a White female. I mean the White em ... So maybe even in the court wise,

may cause this interracial rape (Black women).
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6.2.3.4 Racism: The Black man is promiscuous and has diseases

Another aspect that is raised is one that the Black man is disease ridden. The

interpretation that can be made here is that the Black man is promiscuous. Linked to

that, is the myth that the Black man has an insatiable sex drive and lust (Davis, 1981;

Fanon, 1965; Pape, 1990). Therefore it is the only logical conclusion that the Black man
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Ja, its like what when you said about that like never knowing, it's like I

think Unfortunately our country is still a bit too young to drop conclusions about the

race 1think if I had been raped by a Black man I would worry at the time more just about

diseases and actually if I am going to live through this. If I'm, if he's not gonna just

violently murder me afterwards. If I was being raped by a White man I would probably be

worried about the after effects, like stigmatism and pregnancy. But I, seriously if I was

being raped by a cross race, I would seriously wonder the whole time, please just let me

live through this ordeal (White women).

would have diseases. This was raised by the White women only.

When I was in Eshowe, they said that one out of every three kids were possibly ... like

those in public hospitals that had AIDS. These were mostly African kids born with it. And

so just because of the culture the life style, the promiscuous life style that they need, they

do 'cause being Zulu, do they have like three wives, three wives (White women).

One of the participants in the same group contested this view which was raised by the

White women:

...Now while you were busy saying that Zulu's have this lovely promiscuous life styles and

everything, I was thinking, I come from the symphony orchestra ok. Those musical

musicians ok, ok, they have this, this sort of reputation for it. But also I have a lot of gays

friends and in the gay community AIDS is this huge problem. Huge, huge, huge. It doesn't

matter whether you are White or Black. I mean you know and that sort of thing and so me

coming from that sort of thing where I know that people are sleeping with strangers every

night. .. I would be just as weary from a White guy as from a Black guy. Because I have

that sort of insight into promiscuously in White, White people as well and and in a way,
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perhaps in the in the Zulu tradition, they not maybe, it's not, I mean I'm just saying for

arguments sake, maybe it's not as threatening because fine, you have got three wives

but that stops you. You can have as many wives as you want (White women).

The myth of the Black man wanting the White women has existed for many centuries.

The White woman has been put on a pedestal, and it was said that Black men are out

to rape the White woman (Davis, 1981, Fanon, 1965; Pape, 1990; Stoler, 1997) . The

discourse that Black men rape to look for bodily differences between Black and White

women was reflected in the discussion with the Black women. This discourse was

absent in the discussions with the White women:

Ja because of they look at the bodies of the White ladies and they say, 'they like to be

screwing the vaginas of the White and Black' ...(Black women).

Maybe the only thing he wanted to do was like er, ...What is going on, I think, I assume,

I maybe, I assume what is going on in men's minds, em maybe these two two women.

African and White women are having different vagina's to put it that way. So they want

to have sex, not to not to love that someone, bu to have sex and then to see ...(Black

women)

Black man ...um then they say um White women are having this long er long vagina's and

then um African women are having this short vagina's ... (Black women).

Black women have internalised the dominant discourse and myths about the Black man

wanting the White women. Suzanne Lipsky (1987) speaks about internalized racism

and oppression which deals with similar notions as expressed here by the Black
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women. Internalised racism refers to the manner in which oppressed people are forced

to participate, perpetuate and agree to their own oppression. This is what is happening

in the above quote. Mama (1995) however argues that instead of simply internalising

what psychological theory and dominant culture had to say about them, Black women

invoke collective history in a continuous struggle to counteract the racism and sexism

of their cultural milieu.

In summary one could argue that in this section the White man is not seen as a rapist

and that White men do not rape Black women, and secondly that Black men, despite

statistics indicating the contrary, are still perceived as the ultimate rapist. White women

speak of rape 'preference' and state that they would preferred to be raped by White

men. Black women, on the other hand also raises the notion that White men have AIDS.

For the Black women, AIDS is depicted as a disease that 'others' have. From the above

section, rape is depicted as a form of revenge against other racial groups and that

apartheid was perceived as a factor in creating anger, dislike and hatred at opposite

racial groups. This ultimately leads to the perception that other race groups needs to

be harmed.
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6.3. BLACK AND WHITE MEN ONLY GROUPS

As regards the Black men and White men, a few broad categories with particular sub-

themes emerged. They are as follows: 1) a power and domination category with a

power and masculinity sub-theme, 2) a justification theme with a lack of girlfriends,

alcohol, and pride as sub-themes 3) a race, racism, apartheid and rape theme, with

several sub-themes, including anger, hatred and media as sub-themes.

6.3.1 Power and Domination

145

A theme that emerged strongly across the focus groups was the role of socialisation

in how individual men and women related to each other. Society prescribes norms and

gender roles in the sexual relationships of men with women (Chodrow, 1989; Gatens,

1991, Millet, 1970). This is seen through the different roles accorded to men and

women. One instance of this authority is the power men have over women. This is

illustrated by the following quotation:

If I may add something ... You see, if I say, for example, if a woman has more than one

boyfriend, it gives a wrong picture, picture of her ... Okay, one would say. But if a man

does that, that's normal, that's fine, he is a man. So, in other words, now, the stereotype

where you find the women is related as subordinate. In fact, I as a man is entitled to

having as many women as, in fact, as I want. But a woman is not allowed to do that,

society does not allow a woman to do the same things. As I was saying, women are now
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regarded as a subordinate. That's why you will always find men raping woman and

woman, very few women charged with raping men. So, it is, so they are not same, they

are not in the same level in terms of social status (Black men).

When the interviewer asked what the participant meant with women being subordinates

he addressed the question in general, and he ignored the particularity of the question

of women's subordination and chose to respond by referring to men's power.

(T)hey are bosses. You find it at home, er, they are ...The head of the house is the man.

They are in the work places you will find they are the manager of a factory must be a

man. It can't be a woman cause. Even now just at every social life you find that men er

are at least at the top by giving views, their own views. The woman is always there to

accept so, see what I mean (Black men).

The language of the participant seems to recognize and turn around 'power'. The words

used include the words domination, subordinate, bosses, social status. There are also

phrases which reflect the notion of power. Men were said to have certain rights that

women do not have. Men can have many partners while women are not allowed to, as

'it gives the wrong picture.' The perception of power differential between males and

females was seen to be played out in private and public spaces, homes, factories, in

social life. Men are 'head of the house', they are at the top, they give their views.

Women, it was said, accept (Kaufman, 1994; Millet, 1970).

Similar perceptions were articulated in the discussion with the White men. A superior
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male status in society normally goes hand in hand with more rights for men which is

played out both in the public and private spheres. As an example, up until 1993 in

South Africa marital rape was not recognised. As a result, the woman within a marital

relationship could not say no to sexual intercourse. This was seen as denying the

spouse his basic husbandly rights. Not only was this right accorded to married males

through the norms of society but it was also accorded to men through the law of this

country (see Kadalie, 1995; MacKinnon, 1997).

Exactly what he said now. In in in er a family structure, between husband and wife, the

husband normally is the head of the household. He handles the budget. He decides you

know, what cooks and not (White males).

And also society gives us the right because we are male, we have more power. Being our

suppressed form. Maybe, we the rapist's can for now justify his acts by society. Now we

are males and we can now rape (White males).

In response to the interviewer asking what he meant with his statement, he responded:

Well just by all the the, em the amount of rights we have and the amount of rights we

own. In general maybe, this is changing now, thank God that it's changing, but it's just

normal just (White males).
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Women do not have these rights because of their gender (Manzini, 1995). In the above

extract the White participants speaks of 'rights' in the context of justifying rape. The

language which he uses reflects the position from which he speaks especially when he
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Look, look what I was trying to say, is for example, lets make the em if we take the male

and the female ok, and their different rights within a normal family. And you take the

Black guy and you make him the female and you take the White woman and you make

the woman, male. You see originally the White people, even if it's a White female have

more rights than that Black guy. So now is the Black guy, the Black guy, to enforce

power, now he's angry will rape the White woman (White males).

states 'but it's just normal'. He equates normality with men having more rights and thus

raping women. Within the racial hierarchy of South African society, Whites were

accorded more rights and social status over Blacks. We also saw men being accorded

more rights over women. White women, despite the gender hierarchy, were accorded

more rights over Black men. This hierarchy was expressed by the some of the

participants in the group of White men. The Black men did not refer to rights in the focus

group. This could be as Black men have been oppressed and marginalised and thus

historically have had no rights.
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Again, the attainment of rights and ultimately power happens through the rape of the

White women. In other words, in an attempt to gain power and rights, the perception is

that the Black man would rape the White woman (Curtis, 1976).

Related to the notion of rights, is the perception that rape can thus not be seen as an

offense. This was reflected in past legislation where marital rape was not regarded as

an offense. This is partially because women have been regarded as the property of men

and sexually available at all times. In the following accounts we see both in the content
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but also in the language that some of the men are using, that women are regarded as

property, as objects (Brownmilier, 1975; see MacKinnon, 1997, Van Zyl, 1989). The

logical conclusion is thus that rape is not an offense. This is reflected in the discussions

with both the Black and White men.

Er, raping a woman. Er here is where education comes in. I mean, er, ill educated people,

er, er, er they take it er I no, ...why does she take it to the police. Didn't she want a man,

didn't she want to have sex, didn't she. Didn't she know normal, why doesn't she allow

me to have sex with her. What funny, what's wrong. You see, some cases men don't

even think of it as an offense (Black males).

(T)hey were all street children and they justified their actions on 'she gives the White man

money for her body, so she knows that we are friends and we don't have money'. But the

money, what we give them is a support is, is a kind of reward and they felt like there

friendship is a reward to her. They protect her, even anybody wants to slapped her or

wants to abuse her in the street, they would defend her even if they lost their lives. So

they feel justified that when she said no, that they just decided that to, to rape. Because

they felt that it's not actually raping, but they actually want to be satisfied and she doesn't

want to be... A lot of people, they don't see rape as a crime, they want to justify it (Black

males).

149

(T)he two of us actually got into a conversation about this. If you saw a woman not just

as an object, but as another thing that got rights ...that you can respect on the same

level ...sorry (laughter) (italics own) (White males).

It's gonna be a lot difficult for that person to justify, to justify his action. If you see a
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female as an object of sexual gratification. You, it's gonna, it's gonna be a lot easier to

just rape the person ... (White males).

From the above excerpts the following words and phrases will be discussed: not an

offense, reward, protection, 'saw a woman not just as an object, but as another thing',

object for sexual gratification. These words and phrases signify that women are

regarded as minors, who need protection. Women are portrayed as mens' property that

needs protection. It is felt that in exchange for being protected, women should repay

and reward men with sex. If sex is refused, males can forcefully take sex. Male peer

support which promotes abuse provides some rationale for male individuals to rape. By

gaining support for what they are doing, they (males) regard their behaviour as normal

and they are able to engage in violent behaviour (DeKeseredy & Schwartz, 1998).

The language used by the White male participant, depicted in the phrase 'saw a woman

not just as an object, but as another thing', is indicative of some of the ways men view

women in society. The White male participant and the rest of the males in the group

was clearly aware of his Freudian slip and he apologised. The participant is also more

blunt in the manner which he speaks of women. It is a reflection of the way in which

men speak, see and think of women. This reflects the position of women as the

perpetual 'Other' (Gatens, 1991).
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6.3.1.1 Power and Masculinity

Masculinity has been referred to throughout this research study. The formation and

maintaining of the male identity is seen as linked crucially to the perception that men

have power (Connell, 1995; Kaufman, 1994; Kimmel, 1994). Without power, men are

not men. If men's power base are threatened, their very manhood is threatened. Rape

is then used as an expression of maleness, or of masculinity, in other words, doing man

(Epstein, 1998; Russell, 1975). Masculinity, it has been argued are threatened by

women who challenge men's position in society. It is usually perceived that women in

womens' movements and also educated women and feminists are a threat to manliness

(Griffin, 1971). Connell (1995) asserts that violence can become a way of claiming or

asserting masculinity in group struggles. This can also be seen amongst males in

South Africa. Sexual violence against women is a form of assertion of masculinities.

I have said, in the past, em, in apartheid State. There is a lot of men who felt that they not

men because they couldn't take care of their families. Like for instance the wife would

always get employment but they would never get, there was always also that thing that ...

men started feeling powerless where like for instance they don't have jobs ... He can't

provide so he felt like power .. powerless ...As there methods for ,for degrading somebody

for breaking down somebody er integrity get they would go more for, for women who they

know that like for instance to try like for instance a student they would go more for a

student then they would go for maybe a prostitute that maybe stands on the street. They

would go more for the woman in the business world (Black males).
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(I) think it's a combination of, certain things that happens to that person throughout his
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life maybe, certain incidence that trigger his wanting to portrayer dominance or power.

So I think for him it's not a question of dominance and power. But objectively there is

certainly em something involved due to em, being strong being in, in control JA. So power

is being in control and being strong and being respected (White males).

The extract by the Black males depicts what Epstein (1998) discourses in her article

Marked men: whiteness and masculinity. She refers specifically to the belief that

masculinity has revolved around paid work or employment. In South Africa, under

apartheid, levels of unemployment amongst Black men were high. This was coupled

with low enumeration for most Black men in their work. As a result, Epstein (1998)

argued, the location of masculinity within renumerated work and the ability to support

a family may be problematic for a large number of men in South Africa.

Weis and Borges (1973) have put forward the argument that men rape women in order

to keep them submissive. The have linked this directly to womens liberation and the

women's movement.

(T)hat is because they felt like that women are to bossy or they are trying to move out of

this stereotypes and for them it is unacceptable that they want to dominate, they want to

show that woman that at the end of the day that you are still a woman. You still

vulnerable and it doesn't matter what you try to accomplish you will always be the loser.

They are like they want to degrade women ... See it's more like a threat to the person.

That person seeing I am a man and I feel so vulnerable against the woman so it's more,

then I would say it's more power certainly maybe it is more stereotypes (Black males).
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(T)hinking of why there is so much wife battering, em child battering etcetera. And they,

they feel that to a large degree it's the difference in the amount of power that the man has

in the family situation. That it's almost I'm the man, I'm the male, I know what I'm doing,

I'm the right thing I, I want to slap you, I'm gonna slap you. Where as where the woman,

the thing of the rights and being of a more equality they, they fighting (White males).

In one focus group, notably that of the Black men, rape was seen as a crime committed

by Black men against White men. This was seen in the context of the struggle for power

between men (see Cleaver, 1968; Hernton, 1967). In the discussions one of the

participants mentioned that Black men would want to gain control over White men.

White men were silent on this issue.

I also think that em that the issue of power is one of the relevant issues in rape. There's

that struggle for power. As I have indicated earlier, those men want control over White

men. Want to control their female counterparts, so by doing that, they are in attempt, they

are engaging themselves in a attempt to display masculinity. So trying to prove

themselves, how powerful they are. And then the women, they expect their women to or

there female counterparts to display their powerlessness by submitting, or submission,

rape, that is what I am trying to say. So the issue of power comes time and again 'cause

we want, men always want to be powerful, that is what I can say (Black males).
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In the above the participant is mentioning how men use women to try and exert their

masculinity and power not only over women but also over other men (Brownmilier,

1975; Kaufman, 1994; Kimmel, 1994). Rape is used as 'a weapon' against other men.

However, this was one isolated incident were it was mentioned in this focus group.
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In this section, the men address issues related to power, masculinity and socialisation

in a more open, and direct way than when they were in the mixed gender groups. This

is indicative of the way in which men feel, without having to disguise and adapt their talk

for a specific audience, as one could argue was the case when the men and the women

were together.

6.3.2 Justification of rape

Two themes emerged in the justification of rape category. The themes were rape

because of a lack of girlfriends, rape because of alcohol and pride,

6.3.2.1 Justification of rape: rape because of lack of girlfriends

The White men did not speak about a lack of girlfriends as reasons why men rape.

However, the Black men referred to men justifying rape because of a lack of girlfriends.
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(I)n some cases we find that men who, way of (sic), one of more than one partner don't

actually engage in rape (Black males).

If I may add something. If you say for example, if, if a woman has, er, more than one

boyfriend it gives a wrong picture of her. Ok, one would say. But if a man does that, er,

he is, listen that's normal, that's fine, his a man (Black males).
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The Black men were clear on the role of 'girlfriends' in circumventing rape. Participants

recognised the double, contradictory messages that are sent out to men and women.

It was thus said that men who have many girlfriends are not likely to rape as opposed

to men, who do not have girlfriends (Hollway, 1984; 1989). This perception emerged in

the group of Black men only. Furthermore, it was said that often men do not want to

proposition women, and would resort to rape. This was also only mentioned in the

discussions with the Black men.

Most occasions, some men are not prepared to propose women, they are afraid to ... they

are men who are not prepared to go that far ... so in order to satisfy themselves they

might use rape a lady and secondly in traditional some men don't even know from

patriarchal they don't know anything err concerning ... feminism something like that. It's

just a layman who wants to have sex (Black males).

What one reads from the above excerpt is that women should be girlfriends to men.

They are there to provide a service. If men have girlfriends, their sexual needs are

taken care of. They would not need to rape anybody. Women are thus ultimately

responsible for causing men to rape. Men are thus the victims in this regard. This

touches on the male sexual drive discourse of Hollway (1984).
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6.3.2.1 Justification of rape: Alcohol and Pride

Researchers have different views on whether alcohol consumption influences the rapist

perception to the extent that he no longer can be held accountable for his actions.
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There is a particular school of thought that says that men can be held accountable for

their actions (see DeKeseredy & Schwartz, 1998; Powers & Kutash, 1982). Others

argue that the role of alcohol is huge and that men cannot be accused and held

accountable for their actions. A growing amount of studies looking specifically at the

role of alcohol consumption in campus rapes have been conducted (see DeKeseredy

& Schwartz, 1987).

At the time of doing data collection with the White students, a series of rapes had taken

place on campus. This was the topic under discussion in both the campus newspaper

and in a local Cape Town newspaper. It was thus inevitable that the discussion would

touch on this. During the focus group specific mention was made of alcohol

consumption. This was not spoken about in the focus group with the Black men.

I mean what probably happened and you asked the question of why are why you why

er do men rape. What probably happened is that, same ,same er or they were under the

influence to some extent. Em and to an certain extent the guy was turned on by the lady,

or what ever there is a certain, certain interaction. And then perhaps there is just a certain

reversal of ,of ,of that situation in, in, general. Em , not knowing each other good enough

to ,to go through out with this thing. And then there is a certain amount of pride involved,

with the male perhaps. JA so. Do you understand me now? (White males).

Another aspect that is referred to in this instance is pride, 'And then there is a certain

amount of pride involved, with the male perhaps ...'. The woman was not willing to have

sexual intercourse and the man because of his pride raped her. The concept of pride
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has an underlying link to masculinity. The perpetrator felt emasculated when the

woman said no. The male perpetrator thus felt that he had the right to rape the woman

because of his pride (Kimmel, 1994; Russell, 1975).

Various justifications are used in the above section as reasons why men rape. It serves

to take responsibility away from men. Men are thus not responsible for their actions and

cannot be held accountable. This category ties with what Amir (1971) and other

Symbolic Interactionists and Psychoanalysts had to sayan rape (see chapter 3).

6.3.3 Race, Racism, Apartheid and Rape

There were mixed views on whether interracial rape was a result of political or racial

influences or not. Participants in the individual groups and across the two groups felt

that the reasons for rape could vary for the different perpetrators. Some of the

participants expressed the view that they could not confine themselves to one view

point only namely that racial politics does playa role or that it does not playa role. In

the focus group with the Black men it was mentioned that interracial rape had occurred

long before 1994 and that it could have happened to anybody. The participant indicates

that race could be a motivating factor in the rape of woman and but that there are also

other factors motivating rape.

You know, mind you it is two fold here. First of alii wouldn't like to ,to to ,to ,to declare

this, as political, er political inspired incident. ..1know because the offender is White but
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I don't want to ,to ,to just say this has got something to do with politics ...Even things

happened long before 1994. So this might have happened because this person wanted

to satisfy his own needs. Regardless of politics. This might have happened at the same

time because of the change further I don't want to confine myself to one particular view ...

Er, he can he can be politically motivated and why didn't he do that to his fellow er ,er ,er

compatriots. You don't know. That's one reason er weill can't say if ,if ,if ,if he ,he ,he ,he

if say for example he didn't he didn't want to rape a White woman and instead wanted to

rape a Black woman that would be political (Black males).

In fact just to clarify as I said, this has political implications ...(Black males)

The group of White males were aware of how they had been influenced by racial

stereotypes and often questioned their views as White males (Billig, 1985).

One of the things for me, it is so I come out of a Afrikaans background. Em and I grew

up here in the apartheid era, and whenever you heard of rape, you heard of a Black man

raping a White woman (White males).

The passage below depicts the very arguments put forward by Davis (1984) and Fanon

(1967) that Black men are perceived as being rapists. When looking at the discussions

around interracial rape in general, we find that in the Black male group it was argued

that because of race division perpetrators got satisfaction in inflicting harm on other

race groups. The means that harm was inflicted through interracial rape. The

participants said,
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(A) person from one race has got that feeling that, you would be satisfied if you could

place harm on a person of another race .... I'm actually trying to say is as this these races

which are so divided a person from one race would have the feeling that he would be

satisfied if he can harm to the other person of another race cause this is what is

happening here is the fulfilment of what the race is decided for to create annimity

amongst them. Which the local transracial rape as a goal (Black males).

(W)hen I when I look at this, er, report to the Robben Island ordeal. ..1perceive it as a kind

of operation which is directed towards people of other races, specifically Black or

Africans. So what I see here is typical of what has been happening in South Africa ...So

this rape actually is a form in which those who are oppressors are trying to em, em show

how worried they are in terms when the government of majority takes power. In fact just

to summarise what I was saying. As this two classes I've just spoken about, they were

overwhelmed with fear ...So it's a kid of trying to maintain that superiority which has

existed in the past decades in this South Africa. So this is how I perceive the Robben

Island ordeal (Black males).

There's more anger and frustration, presented at the those individuals, and I think that

if once you were frustrated our whole social political situation in our country. When there

has been a outright division. I could be having the wrong conception concern but that is

my conceptions (White males).

What the Black male participants are saying is that harm is inflicted possibly because

of fear of what lies ahead in the new government for Whites. The White males express

the view that it could be because of the political situation and because of post -

apartheid. The underlying message that emerges is one of power and political
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domination. This is reflected in the words 'trying to maintain that superiority which has

existed in the past decades in this South Africa'. Power in this instance refers to political

power. We see that the participant suggests that the one group wanted to obtain that

power from the other group and that the dominant White group in this instance, wanted

to maintain power.

The problem that I have with, er, also with the thing, er, er, er, part, is, er, in the old

apartheid state where it happened, for instance, where a Black man raped a young White

woman, then the person was like severely punished but most of the cases where a White

man raped a Black young woman, we never heard about that cases. And ...(Black males).

And most of them, they were thrown out. That's because the, like the Whites still feel like

they are superior. So if a White man rapes a Black woman it's okay, er, it's like almost

like a favour (Black males).

One other thing why for me it is so ... I come out of a Afrikaans background, em, and I

grew up here in the apartheid era, and whenever you heard of rape you heard of a Black

man raping a White woman. Very seldom you heard of a White man raping a Black

woman. So in that sense this, this, where three Black men raped a White woman, made

it much more stronger for me, than where a White man raped a Black woman (White

males).

As I, as I said in the beginning we don't know if, em, there can be a lot of rapists out here

who previously would've been condemned to death, this, for the fact that you raped a

Black woman. But nowadays, now it's okay to rape a Black woman because that

boundaries are not there any more (White males).
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But that's from the past. But now it's okay to rape a Black woman (White males).

Interpretations can vary as to why the White men in this focus group perceive that White

men would have been convicted and even face the death penalty for raping a Black

woman given the political situation in South Africa. In the focus group with the White

students, participants linked possible or actual rape of Black women to the notion of

attractiveness,

You are not allowed to say that is a nice Asian woman, you are not allowed to say that

is a nice looking Black woman. But now it's fine' (White males).

Black feminist scholars and activists have argued how racist discourses have up until

today defined Black women as ugly and crudely featured, where Black girls are

subjected to the dominant society's racialized aesthetics and notions of beauty and

attractiveness, by which is meant a lighter skin, blue eyes, aquiline features, and long

flowing hair (Mama 1995; see also Morrsion's novel 'Bluest eyes'). The participant

appeared to make an argument that White men had not found Black women attractive

previously, or when they did they could not act on that attraction because of the colour

bar in the country. According to two White male participants, the removal of racial

boundaries, is not all good for the Black woman because 'now it's okay to rape a Black

woman.' Put differently, if the apartheid government was ruling the country, and

racial/sexual prohibitions were still in place, White males would not rape Black females,

and therefore it's because of the political change that the latter are paying the price with

their bodies. The argument thus is that apartheid was good, as it meant that Black
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women were not raped.

White males' sexual violence against Black females goes unreported presumably by the

media, or when it comes to the justice system is not punished, the Black male students

maintain. This perception is in contrast to the 'severe punishment' that befell a Black

man who is charged with raping a White female (Davis, 1981; Wriggins, 1983). Collings

(1985) argued that perpetrators of interracial crimes were punished more severely than

for crimes of an intraracial nature.

The White male speaker acknowledges that the rape of Black women's bodies by White

men is rarely, as he puts it, 'heard' about. The participant states that because of where

he comes from, what he grew up hearing in his Afrikaner community, the constant

threat of Black males to White society in the form of its females, makes the rape by the

Black men much stronger than when a White man rapes the Black women. As we learn

from another participant in the group of White male students, the rape of Black women

by White males is not seen as traumatic as that of a White woman raped by a Black

male. This has been reflected in the literature and discussions throughout this study

(see Collins, 1990; Davis, 1981, Stoler, 1987).
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The oppression of Black women, in particular, can be seen in three areas: racial

oppression, gender discrimination, and class exploitation. The lives of Black women are

structured by a conscious or unconscious struggle against the concurrent, multiple

effects of capitalist production, gender and race (Mama, 1995). Black women belong
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to at least three groups that have been defined as congenitally inferior: the race of

Black people which is viewed by White scholars (among them psychologists) as less

than White people; women, whom psychology among other disciplines, have

traditionally said are intellectually inferior; and the poor and lower classes who are

destined to be so by nature. If she gets her case to be heard, it follows from the above

that, historically at least, it is likely to be thrown out because the social scientific

enterprise has constructed women as lesser human beings on the three counts. The

rape of a Black woman by White men is a complex power issue, intersecting race,

gender, and class (King, 1997; Williams, 1997).

Only the Black male students said that White men were often portrayed as the victim

in interracial rape which was absent in the discussion with the White men.

(S)o, the issue of the White male raping a Black woman is often explained as, firstly, as

an offer, a favour, in other words favour; or is often explained as a woman, a Black

woman having invited the White man in one way or another. So the White man is

portrayed as the victim of the situation ...and, em, I would say a favour, it's em like the

White man is coming a step down, er. Like the people feel like, he's a victim ... lt's not the

same when he would rape a White woman. But now he raped a Black woman so it's like

a lower status, like he moves to a lower class now (Black males).
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In fact, the issue of a White man being a victim is very often regarded in fact by these,

er, these White, White colour, er, White fellows, as victims of ignorance. He is ignorant

of the fact that he doesn't have to go to the low classes. By going to the low classes, I

mean Black in particular, he won't have to move out of moral, morality. So it's immoral
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to rape, er, sleep with, er, a Black woman. So he is the victim of his own ignorance (Black

males).

There exists a perception, according to the focus group participants, that White men are

perceived as the victims. Rape is seen as a favour to violate the body of a Black

woman. The stereotype has been that Black women continuously want sex. The Black

woman has also been portrayed as sexually promiscuous. She has abnormal sexual

urges. For Whites, and in particular White men, it would be perfectly justifiable to rape

Black women. This would be seen as doing Black women sexual favours. It cannot be

an offense (Collins, 1990; Stoler, 1997).

Secondly, a White male who rapes a Black woman is ignorant because he does not

comprehend that he would be stepping down to a lower status. The most he can be

blamed for is this ignorance. He is a victim. Thirdly, to rape, or even to sleep with a

Black woman is about lapsed morality. Although Black females entice White males with

their sexuality, the latter should not become a victim.

The rape of White women was often spoken about in the same context as the rape of

Black women by White men:

(A)nd whenever you heard of rape you heard of a Black man raping a White woman. Very

seldom you heard of a White man raping a Black woman (White males).

(W)here it happened, for instance, where a Black man raped a young White woman, then

the person was like severely punished but most of the cases where a White man raped
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a Black young woman, we never heard aboutthat cases (Black males).

In an autobiographical chapter titled 'On Becoming', Cleaver (1968) took the politics of

sexualized racism further. Cleaver wrote that he defiled White girls, and would have slit

some White throats - as 'many young blacks out there right now are slitting white

throats and raping the white girl' - had he not been caught by the police and sent back

to the gaol. Rape became an insurrectionary act for him, and Cleaver became a rapist, ~ '(0'Vv\

using it to transgress the White man's law and values to get back at the White race

'over the historical fact of how the White man has used the Black woman' (1968, p. 14).

He said he felt he was getting revenge. This is how he did it

to refine my technique and modus operandi, I started out by practising on

black girls in the ghetto - in the black ghetto where dark and vicious

deeds appear not as aberrations or deviations from the norm, but as part

of the sufficiency of the Evil of a day - and when I considered myself

smooth enough, I crossed the tracks and sought out white prey. I did this

consciously, deliberately, willfully, methodically - though looking back I

see that I was in a frantic, wild, and completely abandoned frame of mind

(p. 14, italics mine).
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Only one Black male student argued from a class perspective on the problem. The

participant appears to be saying there are symbolic and material boundaries that exist

in South Africa. These gaps make it difficult if not impossible for Black men to approach
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White women for sex or other kinds of relations. The word he uses for these boundaries

or gaps is one given currency and favoured by the science of psychology in particular

and social scientists in general namely, status.

(T)o put yourself in the same level as that of the other person, and it's difficult. For you

will say, for example, as a Black person should fall in love with a White woman; obviously

to get her attention I must try to prove myself that I'm of the same level of status with her,

which is very difficult, if not impossible at times. So, in order to achieve what you want,

you force your way through; that is through violent acts like rape; because you already

told yourself that you would never be accepted, even long before you could have tried to

communication with that person you just tell yourself, "I will, I will not get her attention,

positive attention, so let me force myself, er, on her" (Black males).

Fanon (1965) gave a seminal analysis of the above around the middle of the century

about conditions in French society. He said.Black men want to prove to White men the

equal value of their intelligence. A Black male university student continues to grapple

with the same in South Africa at the end of the century: 'to get her attention I must try

to prove myself that I'm of the same level of status with her'.

Colonialism and racial segregation have had many effects. One of the intended ones

was for Black people to feel inferior to Whites. Apartheid was a structural political

arrangement of this hierarchy. In this hierarchical arrangement all Black subjects were

beneath every member of White society, including children. Everybody was supposed

to know their places, and keep them. In that case, Jones' (1966) notion that for the

Black male having a White female signified some special power is taken seriously.
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Rateie (1998) has posited that by sexually penetrating the primary carrier of White

culture, the White woman, Black men might be wanting to enter White society as equals

(1998). Black men want to be seen, they want to be paid attention to, they want status.

In South Africa, up until only more than a decade ago, the law proscribed sexual marital

relations across the colour line. This was seen in the Prohibition of Mixed Marriages Act

55 of 1949. Participants in the focus groups have drawn on this sexual prohibitions of

apartheid regulations in arguing and thinking about interracial rape.

(S)econdly, legislation in the past where, er, where, er, er, marriage, sex, love affairs over

the colour line was not allowed, to, to marry each other; so some people would then

fantasized, er, about having an affair with a person of another race. Same, er, er, er,

didn't have means of falling in love with the other people of other race, maybe, maybe

that committing a violent act like gain access to them; so I would say that children, er, er,

from, from, from, falling in love. Really, really, falling in love with the other race so is

contributed to sort of an anger from the first party. Other people have no have no ways

of, of, of, er, misreading the, the meaning of the colour line you fall in love with, and so

general ended up forcing way to ... (Black males).

In the passage preceding the last one sees how the terrible effects of racial segregation

are turned and used to justify another terrible deed, rape; a matter of violence begetting

violence. According to the student, this comes out of the fact that one has already told

oneself that he will be rejected. This precludes any communication. The participant in

the excerpt above perceives the fantasies of sex across race as being brought about

by the very prohibitive legislation in the first place. Contrary to what the ideologues of
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the policy apartheid might have desired, it might be argued that the proscriptions written

in law are seen as creating fantasies and desires. Rather than turning away from what

is forbidden the subject desires it (Curtis, 1976).

Men may chose to retaliate by damaging another's property (Brownmiller, 1975). When

the aggressor is seen as the White man and his property the White woman, the avenger

becomes the Black man and he is doing it for the Black woman. It bears repeating: this

is not so. Rape is not a simple matter of revenge but a complex play of power, sex and

violence, masculinity, and control. Men who do not have it want power, and men who

have it will not relinquish it. Women in this instance are the victims.

The perception has been that Black mens' fury about the past is acted out by raping the

White woman mostly. This view of Black men's anger, and need for power came out in

the focus groups with both the White and Black men.

Look, look what I was trying to say is for example let's make the em if we take the male

and the female, okay. And their different rights. Within a normal family. And you take the

Black guy and you make him the female, and you take the White woman and you make

the woman male. You see originally the White people, even if it's a White female have

more rights than that Black guy. So now is the Black the Black guy, to enforce power now

his angry will rape the White woman (White males).

For me power in that incidence would be em we as Black guy's have never had power.

You as White people has always had power now we have equal power and now yo

gonna suffer like you have less power than me now I'm gonna enforce my power on you
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(White males).

The Black man is still the rapist. It is Black males who are angry. Anger might motivate

interracial rape. And, contrary to the available statistics from around the world and in

this country, it is not Black women who suffer most at the hands of Black male rapists.

It is, as the participant said, 'a White person.'

(B)y what, by what I said you know, you always heard this, em, when there's rape and

rape is a bad thing, it's a Black that caused the assault. He made the assault on a White

person. So it's it's, it's much more bad it's, it's sort of like an anger. When you hear of a

rape it's immediately it's a Black guy that did it to a White for example, er, but it's also

very fear from, of experience I would say (White males).

One can look at that phrase 'immediately it's a Black guy that did it to a White for

example.' The Black guy rapes White society when he rapes. The Black guy is the

prototypical example of the rapist. He stands for all rapists. This is related to the words

'it's immediately'. The first association that comes to mind when one hears the word

rape is Black male. The victim of the Black rapist is the White person, not woman. What

the student is communicating is a generalized fear that has been instilled in White

society, that serves Whiteness, that is put in young White womens' minds not merely

to be alert to the potential of male violence, but specifically to fear the rapist who comes

in the body of the 'Black guy' (Fanon, 1965; Stoler, 1997).

Another question is where does this stereotype, that of the Black rapist derive from?

169

https://etd.uwc.ac.za/



One of the answers is that Black men wants a White women. Black men are attracted

to women of lighter skin colour; the lighter they are the more attractive the woman is to

a Black man (see, for example, Amina Mama (1995)) .The controversial studies in

'Negro' Psychology conducted early in this century on children's preferences of white

dolls over black dolls is well known. One can argue then that 'the Black rapist' comes

into being because of the myth that gets real that the Black man wants to sleep with the

White woman. This could not be allowed, and the White woman had to be protected.

Black men were gaoled and lynched at the slightest provocation, in order to keep the

reality of the myth of the Black man who is out to rape White girls alive. Only the Black

males mentioned this.

(T)here's been a stereotype, a racial stereotype. But unfortunately I don't think it's

founded; a stereotype that, people with black skin colour tend to be more attracted to

those of the white skin colour, in terms of sexual relationship than the other way around

(Black males).

In South Africa under the apartheid state, we also saw Black men being punished more

severely for crimes, amongst them rape (Collings, 1995). This perception was evident

in the interview with the Black males.
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The problem that I have with er also with the thing er ,er ,er part is er in the old apartheid

state where it happened for instance where a Black man raped a young White woman

then the person was like severely punished. But most of the cases where a White man

raped a Black young woman. We never heard about that cases. And ...(Black males).
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Also the physical barriers. Em ten year ago I don't think a White person could've just

walked through some neighbourhoods where predominantly Black or and and .... the fact

that, that society that the physical distance and environment is doing this instead of being

so far apart. Em, won't be that strange to see a Black person walking around at eleven

o'clock on a Saturday night in the middle of a White neighbourhood, or the other way

around. Just because of the way society is changing. So I think it's physical also as ...

(White males).

I would, I would, I would, I would look, I would like to look at at this point at this issue from

the legal point of view. You find that, er, er that cases where interracial rape has

happened if you find that, the perpetrator are getting harsher sentences, er, especially

say for example, a Black person raping a White woman. Even although, er ,er, the

equality before the law, is being maintained ... So it is still that stereotype, em, em, among

the human being from the legal profession. So and, er, even the general public, er, er,

gives more attention to it to, to, to er, interracial rape, er, a compared to rape of, within

the same race ... (Black males).

The Social Interaction model argues that mobility between race groups has led to

interracial rape. One aspect of mobility can be seen as accessibility not only on one's

interaction with other race groups, but also accessibility to neighbourhoods normally

reserved for Blacks or Whites. In the interview with the White males, accessibility to

other neighbourhoods has been viewed as another possible factor contributing to

interracial rape.

The Black and White male participants state that they would not like to see interracial
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rape as a racial issue. Yet, their talk centres around interracial rape as a racial issue

and one that resulted because of apartheid. In this section the White men also

interrogate the racial stereotypes that they have and how this plays a role in the manner

in which they see interracial rape and especially the rape of Black women by White

men. A concluding thought is that the perception exists that Black women cannot be

raped and that White men are portrayed as victims.

6.3.3.1 Race and Anger

The White and Black men spoke about anger being the reason for White on Black rape.

I think, personally, for me, both of them, em, did it for different reasons. The one on

Robben Island seems to me, er, this person was doing it out of anger, em, that is why he

hurt a Black woman and not White (White males).

When I look at this report to the Robben Island ordeal, I perceive it as a kind of operation

which is directed towards people of other races, especially Black or Africans. So what I

see here is typical of what has been happening in South Africa, it's representativeness

of what has been happening in South Africa. There's that thick boundary between races

and then other races are, had, or have other feelings of inflicting harm to the people of

other races. Instead if one takes into consideration, of that all, one bears in mind, there,

in SA are two classes, those who have power were the haves, and those were worsts

were the oppressed, were, or the have-nats. So this rape actually is a form in which those

who are oppressors are trying to show how worried they are in terms when the
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government of the majority takes power ...(Black men).

The rape of Black women represents at the same time revenge against their race as

well as a display of power, a reassertion of White male superiority. Black women's

bodies are the battlefield on which all this political avenging, racial war, and the loss and

assertion of male superiority occurs. This ties in with the conflict model as discussed

in chapter four. Curtis (1975) contends that the rape of White women is the result of

Black offenders revenge against White male oppression. This logically indicates that

White on Black rape can also be explained by this model.

6.3.3.2 Race, Racism and the Media

The role of media in reporting interracial rape raised some discussion. It was argued in

both male groups that the media often only reports interracial rape because of the fact

that it is sensational; that indeed the media produces the sensation in reporting

interracial rape; it sensationalises especially Black on White rape. It was also pointed

out in the White male focus group that this was because interracial rape is more

newsworthy to report than intraracial rape (see Morrison, 1997).
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It's also the bias in that way obviously because of ...a Black woman will take it. So it's not

as newsworthy because it happens so often. It's not worth reading. Every ten minutes or

something a woman get's raped in South Africa ...(White males).

Or every minute. But when a White woman gets raped it seems more newsworthy,
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because it's not as common. Especially if it's cross race, and that keeps the sensation

nice and warm (White males).

Whilst the White participants recognise the bias in reporting, they still continued to

argue that the rape of a Black woman was not worth reading about because it

happened so often; as opposed to the rape of White women, the rape of Black women

is commonplace. One student pointed out that the article on the White on Black rape

was more factual in the manner in which it was written. One the other hand, the article

on the Black on White rape was said to make participants feel the trauma of the rape.

As X says, the types of violent act and the reason that they give is that the Black women

are exposed to more violence. And when I'm reading this I get this feeling that there are

lot more emotive words in the article where the White female is being raped, and almost

more traumatic for her, whereas I read that, it's almost confirming my stereotypes ...And

this to me, in a sense, every one is confirming that this is stereotyping in a way, just by

the way it is written, the way the Black woman is like going to carry on with her life

seemingly, whereas the White woman, it seems, that her life is over (White males).

The speaker says that it confirms his stereotypes, that he thinks it is unfair, and possibly

that he is alone in seeing what is going on. Black women, as opposed to White women,

experience more violence in their lives. This pervasive violence, which is, not simply

interpersonal but structural, institutional, as well as symbolic, is so constant that Black

women have to be used to it by now. This leads one to want to protect those who are

not used to as much violence as Black women, such as White women because they will

be more traumatized if they meet with violence than the last group.
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In the focus group with the Black men, the different styles in which the articles were

written were also discussed. Some of the participants mentioned that the writer is

expressing a particular opinion about the interracial rape. Regarding the article on Black

on White rape, a participant said:

If I could bring my attention to the writing of the articles. I would say that sometimes the

writing of the articles em in a sense could encourage these rapes to increase. Or even

sometimes the persons to er, for instance to try out what the others did ... So it's, in either

case it's okay cause they can see that the person who wrote the article is also in favour

of the Whites purity, just sometimes the, the even the articles can provoke distinct from

... or justify like she's only a White that were raped so ,so now we maybe that we don't

care because in the past nothing happened when our people were victimised (Black

males).

As a result Black women often did not reported rape because of the tendency of the

law, the media and other institutions not to recognise the rape of Black women. Hine

(1995) also refers to the this as the culture of dissemblance whereby Black women

through their behaviour and attitudes created the appearance of openness and

disclosure, but in effect shielded the truth of their inner livers and selves from their

oppressors.
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6.4 MIXED GENDERED GROUPS ACROSS RACE

As regards the mixed gendered groups across race, a few broad categories with

particular sub-themes emerged. They are as follows: 1) a power and domination

category with masculinity as a sub-theme; 2) a justification of rape category which

constitutes the sub-themes low self - concept, low social status, lack of love or sex and

negative childhood experiences; and 3) a race, racism, apartheid and rape category.

6.4.1. Power and Domination

Both Black and White, male and female students viewed power as playing an important

role in the act of rape although power was spoken about and conceptualised differently

by the White and Black students.

I think that it, it is we, among students it's all the very thing, it is the power. I don't think

it has much to do about the physical aspect of it all. I think it's just a way of dominating

and feeling powerful. ..I think it's, er, (he clears his throat) bad insult, to feel under

pressure, and under strain or whatever, I'm not sure however it happens but, you kind

of get ...it's a way of they feel helpless in themselves, and it is a way of giving them that

sort thrill of power. About feeling strong about themselves. They vent that on women

(Male in White mixed group.).

It just makes me angry, that, em, a guy could just come in and he doesn't have any

power. 'Cause all he is doing is his exerting power on you. It not really about having sex,
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it is about having you, your body at his disposal. He can just do anything to you, and you

can't do anything at all. ..(Female in White mixed group).

They try to show their power. So I can say that sometimes he ...wants to show that he is

in control. Especially man they are in control of, of ... They have to show how (Female in

Slack mixed group).

I would say that people ...about themselves, er, and by raping a person they feel like they

want that power, and by raping a person I think that would make them better about

themselves, more powerful (Female in Slack mixed group).

In ·the above excerpts the following words and phrases are indicative of the power

motive in rape: the word 'power' itself, 'the physical aspect of it all', 'powerful', 'a way

of dominating', 'they feel helpless', 'he can just do anything to you', 'strong', and

'control'.

Although physical strength has something to do with it, the perpetrator of a rape, or a

would-be rapist, is perceived as that person who, feeling either pressured, insulted, or

helpless, will use what 'tools' he has in order to restore a feeling of power and control.

The act of raping a woman is 'not really about having sex, it is about having you, your

body at his disposal', the White woman said. In the two groups, both the men and

women speak about the rapist feeling powerless. They agree that rape is a means to

show strength and domination or to restore those feelings of strength and domination.

The equation of power with domination and control, according to Kaufman (1994), has
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emerged over time in societies in which various social divisions are important to the way

life is organised.

While the theme of power emerged in the focus group with the Black students, the

discussions reveal that they have different notions of power as compared to the White

students. They see the act of rape as an enactment of power. In other words, rape is

a performance or a demonstration of power. The Black students see rape as a power

play; as a showing or expression of power: 'they try to show their power'.

Although the play of power is articulated by White male students, the particular manner

in which they say it is different, '...it's a way of they feel helpless in themselves, and it

is a way of giving them that sort thrill of power'. When the White male student refers to

power, he is referring to the way in which one gets excitement or stimulation from

demonstrating power (see Epstein, 1998). This view of the White male participant ties

in with what MacKinnon (1997) says when she speaks of rape and pornography as

examples of an abuse of sex. She states that from the male point of view, pornography

and rape represent eroticism, which holds excitement potential for men. This is linked

with the White male participants view of 'thrill of power'.

Kate Millet's (1970) concept of sexual power explains some of the above. Her concept

of sexual politics refers to the system of interpersonal power through which individual

males are able to dominate individual females. Millet saw this system of power as

marked by domination and subordination, although, within interpersonal relationships,
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the domination and subordination are expressed through words and acts of love and

care. Sexual relationships have been shown to embody a political dimension. It is this

dimension whose central feature is power, that introduces measures of control,

domination, and violence into sexual relationships between men and women. The

relationship of sex to power is expressed through violence (Eisenstein, 1984;

MacKinnon, 1997; Van Zyl, 1989).

Domination and physical strength goes hand in hand with the concept of entitlement,

as is illustrated in the following excerpts.

I mean it's, I mean it's, it's just men are physically stronger than, than women. That's,

that's, that's the only, the only difference that I could say ...(Male in White mixed group) .

.. .em now things are changing, although rape has always been rape, has been seen

throughout all the centuries ... Somewhere the male must have bee violated in his

entitlement to whatever and it's a soft and easy way to, to try and exert that power

again ... (Male in White mixed group).
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Entitlement is closely linked to the notion of rights. Men perceive themselves as having

certain rights which surpass the rights of women. They often view women as not having

rights, or that women's rights are secondary to men's, if they are at all acknowledge.

These rights give men a certain amount of power and the right to dominate women.

This in turn entitles men to assert themselves to ensure their rights are attained at all

costs. The argument could thus be made that men can justify raping women because
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.. .by raping a person I think that would make them feel better about themselves, more

powerful (Female in Black mixed group) .

they have certain rights over women (Janeway, 1971; Vogelman, 1990; Williams &

Holmes, 1981).

The Black men and women spoke about rape in the context of 'feeling more powerful'

but their discourse did not refer directly to domination and patriarchy .

... he may express that anger to whatever and may direct it towards the less powerful

(Male in Black mixed group).

Both the White and Black male and females' views expressed above are captured in

what Kaufman (1994) had to say about issues of domination and power:

in a world dominated by men, the world of men is, by definition, a world

of power ... On an individual level, much of what we associate with

masculinity hinges on a man's capacity to exercise power and control (p.

142).

Overall the talk suggests that the Black and White students conceptualise or 'talk about'

power differently. White males saw rape as a 'performance', what Butler (1990) would

call theatre whereas the Black women viewed rape as an extension of power. Black and

White womens' talk about rape and power were similar to those of the men. Both
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categories of women viewed rape as an act of violence and control and not as an act

of sex.

6.4.1.1 Power and Masculinity

Both Black and White male and female students made the linkage with power and

masculinity. In the focus group with the Black students mention is made specifically of

the link between power and masculinity by the Black women.

They try to show their power. So I can say that sometimes he ...wants to show that he is

in control. Especially man they are in control ... (Female in Black mixed group).

Epstein (1998) points out that men often 'do man'. Epstein refers to masculinities being

performed through sexuality; for example, men making a pass at a woman to show

masculinity. In the same instance, men might show that they are in control to

demonstrate their masculinity. This concurs with what Russell (1975) referred to when

she said that showing control could be perceived as an attempt to demonstrate acts of

masculinity:

rape may be understood as an extreme acting out of qualities that are

regarded as supermasculine in this and many other societies: aggression,

force, power, toughness, dominance, competitiveness. To win, to be

superior, to be successful, to conquer, all demonstrate masculinity to
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those who subscribe to common cultural notions of masculinity, i.e. the

masculine mystique (p. 260).

Another issue related to the notion of masculinity is the concept of emotions. In both the

White and Black focus groups, the opinion that men cannot deal with their emotions

was expressed. It was however not a dominant category in the White group. The Black

women however did not refer to emotions and masculinity. For the White and Black

men as well as the White women, rape is seen as the ultimate expression of mens'

inability to deal with their emotions and anger.

That's right, I think even other underlined, that under, under, underlined, under, under,

underlying feeling, then they express them and they ... that if you fail to maybe sat to

express something at that instant automatically meaning you just to keep quiet then if,

if you happen to go out, out, out there and you tell. ..You can rape and I'm not saying

that's what happens, but I think that's another way of expressing you anger (Male in

Black mixed group).

I think it is close to say ...if that particular man is broken, someone or, he is tempted to do

something to someone, or feeling frustrated, therefore, he may live directly his anger, or

like raping a person ...(Male in Black mixed group).

The White male and female who spoke about emotions, differed in their perceptions.

The women argued that men cannot deal with their emotions and the male did not

agree with her. This could be related to gender socialisation of men and women.
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Em, I would love to, maybe it's also got to do with men dealing with their emotions. How

men deal with, em, why do just men, well a lot of men rape. Just to think about the

problem I mean, we can say okay, it's about, it's because of anger or feeling some power,

but, but I would like to, ja, but I don't know if it's relevant. Em, hasn't it to do with men that

cannot or a lot of men cannot deal with, with the ...(Female in White mixed group).

I mean we can only speculate. I mean, its', I'm not sure if it comes down to dealing with

some emotions. 'Cause I think if that, that were the case it almost sounds like you were

generalising, saying you know, all men rape and, and I'm not sure that were the case.

I think it's, it's, it has to be some kind of actual problem, you know. It has to be in

someone's mind. The thing is that rape as an option would be revenge or ...(Male in

White mixed group).
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The Black men and White women express the view that men cannot deal with their

emotions. White male participants question wether emotions plays a role and the Black

women are silent on the issue of emotions. Whilst an explanation is offered by Kaufman

on the broad category of emotions, one ponders on why the similarities of the Black

men and White womens views and the difference that this view holds with that of the

White men.

Kaufman (1994) argues that through the process of acquiring dominant masculinities,

men have to suppress a 'range of emotions, needs, and possibilities, such as nurturing,

receptivity, empathy, and compassion, which are experienced as inconsistent with the

power of manhood' (p. 148). In the quest for manhood, these emotions have to be

rejected as they have become associated with femininity. Men thus have to do man
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things: men have to' perferm and stay in control: conquer, be en top ef things, 'call the

shots'. Accerding to' Kaufman they also. have to' 'teugh it out, previde and achieve' (p.

148). This gees aleng with hiding their emotions, suppressing their needs and fighting

their feelings. He argues that theugh men might have pewer and reap the privileges ef

pewer, it also. causes men immense pain, isolation and alienation. Russell (1975)

concurs with this view in stating that men must shew characteristics associated with

masculinity in order to' prove their masculinity. This implies that they suppress traits that

have been associated with femininity.

Issues ef socialisation, that is, gender role socialisation, de net arise in the discussions

with the Black students around why men rape wemen. Neither the men nor the wemen

in the group speaks about gender socialisation in relation to' rape. Socialisation only

comes up in the discussions in the focus greups with Black men and wemen students

when issues ef interracial rape are discussed. A possible explanation is that gender role

socialisation is net seen as being as preminent as race socialisation. This could be

explained by the political history ef Seuth Africa where mere prominence was given to'

the racial struggle in the country than the gender struggle (Fester, 1997). Rateie (1998)

has speken about an unnecessary silence, by which he means that 'any understanding

ef discriminatien ef Black wemen was explained in terms ef their Blackness, and net as

Black female subjects; they were Black wemen' (beid in eriginal) (p. 60).

The excerpts above reflect the views ef Connell (1995), Kimmel (1994) and Shefer &

Ruiters (1998) en the concepts ef pewer and masculinity. Fer a man to' feel geed about
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I himself, he has to have power. A man without power is therefore not a man. This power

is connected to dominating women. In all the groups, with the exception of the Black

women, emotions was also referred to. These groups stated that men rape because

they cannot deal with their emotions. In the above, we see that the White men differed

and challenges the White women on this sentiment. It is however argued by feminists

and profeminists that for men to appear masculine, they have to hide traits normally

associated with femininity.

6.4.2. Justification of rape category

The sub-themes emerging under this category were rape because of a lack of love and

sex, rape because of low self-esteem and a low self-concept, and rape as a result of

negative childhood experiences.

6.4.2.1 Justification of rape category: We rape because of a lack of sex and love

Another category that emerged was one that justified rape because of mens lack of love

or sex. The Black men mentioned that sometimes a man may rape because he does

not have a partner. The Black women on the other hand spoke about men raping

because of their love for sex.

Or they love sex, just like a woman but you can't get it, so you have to use force to get

it (Female in Black mixed group).
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The White men and women did not speak of rape as a result of a lack of sex or because

of a love of sex. One possible reason could be that they are more aware of the

dominant discourses which rejects justification of rape in the manner spoken by the

Black men.

There are many reasons, different reasons. Some men don't have girlfriends (laughter)

(Male in Black mixed group).

The Black male points to a lack of girlfriends as related to rape. This lack of girlfriends

must be seen as merely one instance of a bigger lack of power that men who might

possibly rape feel. This discourse of 'lack of sex' was not spoken about in the focus

group with White students. Another reason stated for rape was that rape stems from a

love of sex. If you love sex but you are not having any, 'you go out and get some'. This

ties in with the 'male sexual drive' discourse of Hollway (1984;1989) in which she says

that men need sex, are focussed on sex and are ready to have sex.

The statement made by Black women reflect the discourses for example of Lipsky

(1987) which states that marginalised groups, like women, often internalise discourses

that are directly relate to their own oppression. This kind of discourse was also absent

in the focus group with the White students. In the focus group with the Black students,

it was only mentioned by the Black women and not by the men. This was however not

a dominant theme in focus group with the Black women and men.
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6.4.2.2 Justification category: rape because of low self-esteem and low self-

concept

The Black men and women as well as the White men spoke about self-esteem and self-

concept. The White women did not speak on the issue of low self-esteem. Walker

(1983) also found that abusers had low self-esteem which is associated with emotional

dependency. The participants views reflects this.

I would say that people ...about themselves, er and by raping a person, they feel that they

want that power and by raping a person I think that would make them feel better about

themselves, more powerful (Female in the Black group).

(M)en still raped ...and it's a soft and easy way to, to try and exert that power again. Just

makes the man feel better. And just that single man, not all other men (Male in White

mixed group).

Rape is also seen as an angry way to deal with rejection and/or failure. This anger is

then displaced into abuse or rape over somebody whom they have power and control

(Pence & Paymar, 1993). In raping a woman, a man may be out to recover some self-

esteem. The act makes the rapist feel better about himself. And the consequences is

a man who feels more powerful.
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(T)o add to that ... emotional feeling of self-esteem. I think most men feel rejected in most of the

times. It can become their ... Once he fails to succeed at one thing or another he may express that

anger. Also coming to... he may express that anger to whatever and may direct it towards to less
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powerful (Male in Black mixed group).

6.4.2.3 Justification of rape: rape as a result of negative childhood experiences

Another justification for rape was said to be because of issues in the rapists childhood.

This was mentioned by one of the Black women and was not a dominant theme at all.

However, it points to the internalisation of dominant rape discourses by the participant.

Some, some of them is like ...Some of them it goes back to their childhood. If a person

was, em, abused, that could cause them ...(Female in Black mixed group).

This view as expressed by the Black woman was not negated in the group, but it was

also not explored in depth in the group. This category however led the women and the

men in the group to speak about feelings of self-esteem which could be related to their

childhood experiences.

A similar discourse, that is one of justifying rape, was found in a study conducted by

Abrahams & Jewkes (1998). The men in their study suggested that conflict arose as a

result of low self-esteem, and experiences of violence as a child, etc. This tends to

concur with how the men and the women in this study justified rape.
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6.4.3 Race, Racism, Apartheid and Rape

The participants in the study were asked directly what they perceive the role of race to

be in interracial rape. The responses to this varied between the Black and White

students. Responses also varied for the men and women in the Black and White

groups. Individual participants often contradicted what they had mentioned earlier in the

group and acknowledged this. For example a participant might at the same time accept

the role that race plays in interracial rape, while at the same time questioning his/her

acceptance. This was seen in the focus group with the White students where one of the

male students participant struggled particularly with the role of race in interracial rape.

Billig (1987) speaks about this contradictions in discourses.

I think, sorry, I personally wouldn't like to see it as race. That's just to show to you,

considering ...perfect ideal world. But I still do believe that, that having being socialised

in the way that we have been under the apartheid system, to see the differences that, in

reading this article and just thinking about it when I read it now. Em as soon as race or

sort of cross cultural issue came into it, it almost became the dominant thing in my mind

(italics own)(Male in White mixed group).

I also think it does playa role, em, significant role. I don't think it's only a gender thing

because it happens, but the ...like different races, the man will go to the other ends of,

of town to go into, er, a White house or another race house and rape that woman without

even touching anything in the house. Just going to rape that woman and go back. So it

must playa role, playa role. I think that race also plays a role (Female in White mixed

gender).
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(T)he guy, he raped her because she was Black (Female in Black mixed group).

In the focus group with the Black students, the men and women mentioned that it was

because of the rape survivors colour that she was raped:

I'd say that the ...this guy still believes that Black people must be victimised, and by

raping her, em, he still believe that it's the way ..still victimising Black people, then to him,

...which doesn't, ...he comforts himself by raping a Black woman (Male in Black mixed

group).

The Black male and female expresses the view that Black women are raped because

of their colour. The White women states that for her, race does playa role in rape. For

the White male participant, interracial rape should not be viewed as a result of race or

racial differences, but he is also saying that at the same time one cannot ignore the role

that race plays in interracial rape, especially because of South Africa's history. While

the participant does not want to see it as race, it is quite a racist discourse. The

participant talks about apartheid as if he was a victim and in a manner that suggests he

had nothing to do with it.
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A similar view was expressed by Russell (1975) when she argued that it is not

considered racist when Black women are mistrustful of White men because of the

history of the United States of America which saw many Black women being raped by

White men. She also argues that it should not be considered racist if White women are

more distrustful of Black men after they had been raped by Black men. What Russell
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Well, the fact that, that it was suddenly dominant my mind, em, meant it was more

significant, well, not more significant but just as significant about the, as the fact that it

was actually a rape, em, and maybe it's just, em, maybe it's exactly that we've been

socialised to see these differences and not just to accept the fact that it is just, er, er, it's

a rape of a man, of a woman (Male in White mixed group).

(1975) is thus saying is that race plays a role in interracial rape and furthermore women

should not trust men of the opposite race.

In the response to the interviewer asking the White participant why race is a dominant

issue for him, he responded:

The participant touches on an important aspect of apartheid and how socialisation

under that system influenced people's thinking about the 'Other' (Biko, 1978). Whilst an

individual may want to argue that race does not playa role in sexual violence, it is

difficult to because of way in which South Africans have been socialised to perceive

people from other race groups. Not only did this happen through socialisation, but also

through the various apartheid legislations imposed in South Africa. In interracial rape,

like in other crimes of an interracial nature, race becomes a dominant factor (Amir,

1971; Collings, 1985).
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The White participants and the Black participants, the men and the women, spoke

about interracial rape as a form of revenge. This was related in terms of what had

occurred in the past. In other words, it was said that because of apartheid interracial
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rape occurs. As can be seen from the account below:

I think, em, it's also got to do with anger. Especially maybe the interracial thing. Because

of apartheid they need to get back at White people and it is about dealing, getting rid of

their anger, things that happened in the past. I am not sure that that is right. .. (Female in

White mixed group).

I think, I think also, em, it's got a lot to do with aggression ...Em it would seem as if the

aggression is towards our government, our new government. .. (Male in White mixed

group).

White students, both men and women viewed apartheid and the changes in the country

as having caused much anger, and aggression which is expressed through rape. None

of the literature reviewed made a link with apartheid as one of the reasons for interracial

rape. It is interesting to note how the White female participant refers to Black people as

'they'. It indicates distance, the other, the ones not like us, not as good as us. The

participant is removed from the 'other' (see, Juno & Vale, 1991; Miles, 1989; Sunde &

Bozalek, 1993).

The Black students, both men and women mentioned that the White rapist raped

because of anger and because he could not accept the changes in the country:

I will say this guy raped this woman because of anger and hate (Female in Black mixed

group).
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I: Why do you say that? ..

I think that because of this new government. ..1would say that because of that. ..in need

of a Black person ...at Robben Island in...So he is not going to accept the changes.

Another issue to be reflected on is one of hatred of the opposite race groups and the

belief that Blacks should be victimised. Interracial rape is perceived by the Black

participants to reflect hatred and destruction.

I'd say that the ... this guy still believes that Black people must be victimised, and by

raping her em he still believe that it's the way ... still victimising Black people, them to him

which doesn't then to him he comforts himself by raping a Black woman (Male in Black

mixed group).

Though the notion of revenge did emerge, in the focus group with the Black men and

women, it did so in the context of interracial rape with the primary focus being on race.

In other words rape was perceived as a form of revenge only in the instance where race

was involved 'there is revenge and then a Black man would for instance rape a woman

who is not of the same race'. This was not spoken about in the focus group of with the

White men and women. A possible explanation is that the White men and women sees

no need for revenge as they still have some form of power. Rape was thus largely

perceived as a form of revenge because of the political situation of the past, revenge

thus against a particular race group, but not what one man sets out to inflict on another.
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Brownmiller (1975) discussed rape as an act of revenge. In other words, in some
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OK, you said I or I hear you saying that you know and you mentioned examples of trains,

on trains for instance. If an African woman gets raped by someone who is not classified

by the same race, there is revenge and then a Black man would for instance rape a

woman who is not of the same race (Interviewer to Black mixed group).

instances where women were raped, men felt that they had been violated. The

argument is that men perceive themselves as being violated, as their property had been

damaged. Women are thus the possessions of men, who need to be protected and

revenged if damaged or soiled (Van Zyl, 1989).

(A)nd in instances like that, I wouldn't know what I would do. Sort of walk in on, on my

mother being raped or abused, what will I do. I don't know, em, em, would I just grab the

creep around and just start kicking him. You understand. And then most guy's if you talk

to them and say 'what would you do if you find you girlfriend being messed around?'. And

all of them replied like Psycho Sid, and just would want to kill (everybody laughs) (Male

in White mixed group).

The quote indicating the reflection of the interviewer of the focus group with the Black

men and women, is expressed by one of the women participants in the group. In this

discussion one of the Black male participants questioned the Black woman on whether

rape as an act of revenge was indeed happening on trains. He was in fact questioning

the validity and reliability of what she had said and this interchange was in itself

important. He was questioning the significance of her knowledge and ultimately her

experience. This is reflective of the kind of sentiment expressed in the cautionary rule

that had been applied through legislation in rape cases. The cautionary rule states that,
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the court should consciously remind itself to be careful in considering

evidence which practice has taught should be viewed with suspicion and

that the court should seek some or other safeguard reducing risk of a

wrong finding based on the suspect evidence (van der Merwe, Morkel,

Paizes & Skeen, 1983).

The cautionary rule thus implies that women, without sufficient evidence, should not be

believed.

It was also stated that White women would trigger the anger of Black men and could

thus lead to interracial rape. This was illustrated by one of the White participants:

Em, as I said, I didn't live in the apartheid era, so I don't know how it was. But I can just

imagine for myself how it was. And I think it's just terrible that I don't agree with it, agree

with it at all. So I can understand that there's a lot of anger coming from apartheid. And,

em, so that is why you know, just think that them, I just see like there's maybe a White

woman and White, they just, you know, they just triggered that rape (Female in White

mixed group).

Through the words used by the participant in this passage, she indicates that she

understands why he, the Black man, rapes. The participants portrays herself as distant

from the atrocities committed by White rule under apartheid, by claiming that she did

not live in the apartheid era. It also reflects a very liberal discourse given that it is a

White woman justifying rape by a Black man. She is using apartheid discourses to
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present herself in a positive light. The participant is later challenged by one of the other

participants who says that indeed they all lived in the apartheid era.

The phrase 'maybe a White woman and White, they just, you know, they just triggered

that rape' raises a number of questions. Why is it perceived that the White woman

triggers rape? This ties in with the myths that Black men want to have sexual relations

with the White woman and that the Black man desires the White woman (Davis, 1981;

Fanon, 1967; Hernton, 1968; Ratele, 1998b). The White woman has historically been

regarded as pure and virginal and was placed on a pedestal by White men (Davis,

1981; Wriggins, 1983).

The White woman has historically been regarded as the unobtainable. She also had a

higher social standing than both Black men and women (Fanon, 1967; Hernton, 1965;

Ratele, 1998). In both the focus groups with the Black students and White students,

rape as a means to obtain higher social status was discussed. The men in both these

groups spoke about obtaining higher status. The women were however, silent on the

topic.

Ok, you get a higher status ...so by having a White girlfriend you would then have a better

status. OK because Whites have everything (Interviewer to Black mixed group).

Well it's it's something that is, em, er, with the gang the Americans. I know that it's

hearsay that to be initiated you have to rape two White girls and one Black girl, em, to be

initiated. And as you move up in there ranks it goes more, and the ration stays about the
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same. Em, and we talked about it, because, em, why that it gives you more status being

a White girl or, or, being, I don't know (Male in White mixed group).

Participants also referred to the role that apartheid played in interracial rape in South

Africa. This was in direct response to the articles that had been used as case studies

in the focus groups.

OK, so I hear people saying that the story of Gaza is about this, this is race motivated,

em, because maybe of anger and hate towards Black people, em. He is also using her

as a Black person or as a Black woman, girl you said, em, in that process he also hasn't

come to terms with the changing government and maybe also because she was

someone in charge of Robben Island and had preciously been in the hands of White

people. He also hasn't come to terms with the new Black government and because of

power he raped, he raped her. And like you also mentioned because of anger, again

against Black people (Interviewer to Black mixed group).

Similarly, a White participant referred to the political history of our country. It is however

unclear whether he is referring to Black on White rape or White on Black rape.

(Y)ou know, it might be, okay, I think it's, I mean seem likes it would be nice to say rape

is returning because of our political history. But I don't think that's the case at all, because

Whites had really been ...So I don't think it plays a huge, huge role, but I think it might be

an option, if you just feel so powerless, and they say they want to try and prove their

power to themselves ...(Male).

In the focus group with the Black students, both the men and women said that the
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perpetrator (in the White on Black rape incident) has not come to grips with the new

government and that the perpetrator wants the past to come back. This deals with

Whites' rejection or unwillingness to accept the new dispensation in this country. In the

same instance it also deals with an attempt by White males to reverse the gains made

by formerly oppressed people:

The person found that this person ...or at this ...the guy couldn't come to, to terms with with

the ...1think to feel psychologically, er, to, to, to protect his rights as a White man he had

to use this rape to prove his power ...to guarantee ...according to their rules (Male in Black

mixed group).

Not only does the above deal with issues of rights but also those of power. Power here

refers specifically to organised political power. This, as can seen from the above, is

mentioned in both groups. Similar to the earlier discussion in section 6.1.1, rape is said

to be used by the White man to reassert his lost power. Without political power, the

White man is no longer powerful. Political power is thus equated with being a White

man. Without political power the White man can no longer be viewed as a man.

The White male participant is more hesitant in the way he speaks. He mentions that it

is directed at the new government, but he questions this. Both the White men and

women do not speak of rape as protecting the rights of the previous dispensation as is

reflected in the discussion with the Black men and women.

I think, I think also, em, it's got a lot to do with aggression, 'cause of, em, you know of
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the way these, these other issues tie in. But there is a certain amount of aggression and

if you looking at, at, at the examples in the text, em, it would seem that the aggression

is towards our government, our new government, er, supposedly political (Male in White

mixed gender group).

The issue of purity was raised but it was not a dominant theme. In the Black focus

group one of the women raised it, but it was not spoken about at all in the White group.

It is reflected here because it is interesting as a numbers of authors (Davis, 1981; 1984;

Marshall, 1996) have written on how women of colour or oppressed groups have been

historically raped by males from powerful groups when the men wanted to keep 'their'

own women pure.

The Black students said that interracial rape could be used as an act to preserve the

'purity' of women in a particular culture. The concern for purity suggests that virginity

is valued within particular cultures. It also reflects the stereotypes that one often has of

other races perhaps because of a lack of knowledge, but also because one has been

socialised into perceiving others as strange, morally loose, weird, different, etc

(Marshall, 1996).
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(S)o let me see if I understand. So for Indian woman to remain virgins, they would rape

other woman to, you say, maintain their culture, and you said influenced by their culture.

Ok so they would rape not in. They wouldn't rape Indian woman because they would rape

someone else. To maintain their culture (Interviewer to Black mixed group).

Interracial rape is thus perceived as a method to maintain the purity or virginity of the
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On the other hand, the above passage also relates to issues of race purity. This refers

to the notion that women of a particular group should be placed on a pedestal (as was

argued in the case of White women during the era of slavery) and be kept pure and

virginal. This purity of women does not remain with individual women but will be

perceived by the members to cover the whole race. The culture, or society, or race is

seen as pure when the females are pure.

women of one's group. On one hand this can be linked to gender oppression where

value is placed on women's virginity, and an insistence on females marrying as virgins,

whereas men would not be seen as being real men if they were to remain virgins until

they get married.

The discussions by the men and women, both Slack and White reflects the complex

positions of South African society, where race, racism and apartheid have been the

dominant discourses in this country. The participants however introduces something

contemporary in their talk, that is how race, racism and apartheid influences interracial

rape.
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6.5 DISCOURSES OF BLACK STUDENTS AND WHITE STUDENTS

This section provides an intraracial group analyses of the focus groups with the Black

students and that of the White students. First, it looks at the differences and similarities

in what Black males and Black females said and did not say when they were together

in the mixed-gender focus group as opposed to when they were in same-gender

groups. Secondly, it looks at the differences and similarities in the talk between White

males and females.

6.5.1 Black women and men

When Black women students were in the female only group, they spoke about men's

physical strength in their talk about power and domination. Males were said to be

stronger than females and to use this strength to overpower the latter. The women also

said 'females cannot' fight men. There is a recognition that there exists a physical

struggle in rape. The suggestion may therefore be made that such a struggle or fight

extends to other physical sexual relations between males and females in society which

men are likely to win because of their physical strength.

When females were with males in the mixed gender group physical strength was not

mentioned. The salient issue for Black women in the mixed gender group shifts to men

raping women in order to demonstrate power. It might be that in the company of males,

females and males take men's physical strength for granted and would rather focus on
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other, less obvious, things such as males' need to 'show off', to demonstrate power.

They will move from saying we cannot fight men to pointing out the problems men have

and which men might or might not even bé aware of, such as a need to demonstrate

or express of power (Kaufman, 1994; Russell, 1975).

When Black women were on their own gender oppression was viewed as equally

important as racial oppression, if not more so. However, the reverse is reflected when

the Black women are together with the Black men. When they are together with Black

men, racial oppression takes precedence over gender oppression. In this respect,

Fester (1997) has indicated that in the national liberation struggle, racial oppression

took prominence over gender oppression. The Black women could have said this

because they did not want to alienate the men in the group. In such an instance Black

identity is more prominent. On their own, matters relating to the oppression of women

by men is spoken about first by the women. When they are together with men in the

mixed groups, race issues which are supposedly not only confined to women are given

precedence.

A possible explanation for this is the commonplace understanding by both men and

women in society of gender as something that affects women only (see, for example,

Haysom, 1998; Morrell 1998). The perceived view is that women are the gender and

men are person, or at worst, men. But the gender of males often goes unnamed and

unanalysed (see, for example, Oyegun, 1998). The Gender Equity Unit at the University

of the Western Cape is an example of 'the attempt to work masculinities back into
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In the focus group with the Black men only, the Black men spoke of power and

domination as something that is accorded to men by society. The men said it is true that

men have a higher status than women; they are bosses, and women are their

subordinates. In the mixed gender group, the Black men spoke about feelings. They

said males feel more powerful.

gender in the quest for gender equity at uwe specifically' (Oyegun, 1998, p. 13). This

might have led female students in the study to feel silenced when they are in the

company of men to talk about gender issues. They might feel or be made to feel that

gender oppression is a women's issue and so does not have the space in the struggle

for broader liberation (Oyegun, 1998).

When the Black men were alone it was mentioned that men often do not perceive rape

to be an offense. This perception ties with the notion that women are seen as

possessions or objects (see, Brownmiller, 1975; Hallway, 1984; MacKinnon, 1997). One

cannot violate what one owns. And, in fact, women exist to serve the needs of men.

Black males in the company of Black females did not raise the above sentiment. A

possible explanation is that male students are aware of the sexist nature of their talk.

Gough (1998) states that in the talk of educated men 'misogynist notions are often

worked into the talk in disguised form by participants ... Such talk would be in tune with

the liberal educational/research environment which arguably discourages overt

expressions of prejudice' (p. 45).
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The Black men-only group mentioned that men would rape in order to keep women

submissive and to prove that their masculinity. Epstein (1998) and also Russell (1975)

has written on this. Epstein (1998) spoke about the notions of "do man" in an attempt

by males to express masculinity. Russell (1975) also stated that men express notions

such as aggressiveness, and strength in an attempt to show their masculinity. But this

was not referred to in the discussions with the Black mixed-gender group. In the mixed

group, the Black men spoke more about emotions and how males cannot deal with their

emotions.

Black men and women spoke about several issues that might be used to justify rape.

This was in fact the central issue in all three focus groups. Both males and females

thought a lack of girlfriends is related to and contributes to rape. However, it should be

noted that when women were alone they observed that society perceives females -

but never men - as loose when they have more than one sex partner. That is,

although a female might need a male, she should not have more than one. Women who

want a lot of sex or have more than one sexual partners are loose or whores. Males,

on the other hand, really have to have sex, perhaps even all the time. This links with

what Hollway (1984) has called the male sex drive discourse. Because of this need for

frequent sex, it is necessary for a man to have a sexual partner who will satisfy him.
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The Black women-only group stated that the way in which women dress plays a role in

women being raped. This talk is not seen as problematic but is so everyday that it is

considered normal. The way women dress, as a factor contributing to rape, appears to

https://etd.uwc.ac.za/



be internalised by these women students. These internalised discourses derive from the

way women are raised. If women have come to accept the way they dress as

justification for rape, it is suggested that changes in legislation regarding womens'

status in society in themselves will not bring about changes in the perceptions and

attitudes that men have towards women, and how women perceive themselves in

respect to men. What needs to be done is to undo stereotypical socialisation of females

and males in our society, for example by inserting gender training in school curricula to

start with, and eventually to put gender issues in all aspects of education.

On their own, the group of Black women mentioned that rape is a game or competition

amongst men. Rape as a game can be viewed as a performance of men acting out

gender roles. This was not mentioned by the women when they were in the focus group

that included men. Here again, it is not surprising as women's oppression is not a

dominant issue when women are together with men, where racial issues takes

precedence (Fester, 1997).

Another justification of rape was that rape is seen as a cure for AIDS. This emerged

in the discussions with the Black women only. It was not spoken of in the focus group

when women students were together with the Black men students. Note should be

taken that Black women link AIDS to White men. AIDS is still perceived as a disease

that 'others' get, or that one gets from 'others'.
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Feelings of low self-esteem or low self-concept was another category that emerged in
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the Black mixed-gender focus group. This is linked to psychoanalytic theories (see

chapter 3). In the group the men and women stated that men could rape in order to feel

better, or to boost their self-esteem. This was not mentioned by the men or the women

when they were in single-sex groups.

The last theme in the justification of rape category is one that centres on childhood

experiences. The Black women spoke about negative childhood experiences that would

cause men to rape. This was only mentioned by the Black women when they were

alone and was not mentioned in the mixed-gender groups. There is evidence from the

literature (for example, Abrahams & Jewkes, 1998) that men who perpetrate violence

against women come from homes were violence was an everyday occurrence, and

these experiences inform their behaviour as adult men. But note should be taken that

it is Black women, and not Black men, who speak on these early experiences in men's

lives and offer them as explanation for the violence that men inflict on women.

One of the aims of the study was to find out whether rape across races is viewed as an

act of racism. The results indicate that this is the case. Interracial rape is perceived as

predominantly a racial issue. This type of rape is viewed as influenced by the policies

of apartheid. Interracial rape in South Africa was said to stem from the racial divisions

that were created by apartheid.

(S)econdly, legislation in the past where, er, where, er, er, marriage, sex, love affairs over

the colour line was not allowed, to, to marry each other; so some people would then

fantasized, er, about having an affair with a person of another race. Some, er, er, er,
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didn't have means of falling in love with the other people of other race, maybe, maybe

that committing a violent act like gain access to them (Black males).

Rather than a gender issue, or both a race and gender issue, interracial rape is mostly

or solely seen as a race matter. In the mixed gender groups, Black men and women

mentioned that race plays a role in rape.

In the men-only group, the Black males were at first hesitant to say that race plays a

role in interracial rape. Later, however, race is brought back into the discussions. What

appears to be happening is that the men want to remove themselves from talk that is

racist. This is indicated in the language that they used: ' ...the offender is white but I

don't want to, to, to just say this has got something to do with politics ...'. (see, Billig,

1987). The Black men want to portray themselves in a positive light, hence the distant

position they take on race.

Interracial rape has often been framed in the media, in politics, and by scholars as

primarily a racial issue. It is not surprising then that the data from the groups of Black

(but also White students) in this study upholds the view that race is the main reason

why a White man will rape a Black woman. The first link between rape and race is

anger and hatred of other racial groups. It should be mentioned that this was dealt with

by both Black and White mixed gender groups, as well as in the male only and female

only groups.

Very closely related to the last issue is how Black males participants saw the role of
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media in rape. This issue was discussed in the Black male-only focus group, and not

in the Black mixed-gender focus groups. The Black men said the media often

sensationalise rape. They said that the reporter of the article used to stimulate

discussions was not simply offering an opinion, but was in fact biased in the way the

incident was written.

The view that people might rape because of hatred of the other race is connected to

another which emerged in the Black mixed-gender group. This other view is that

interracial rape occurs because of revenge. It should be noted that this was first

mentioned by Black women and questioned by Black men. Yet, in the Black males only

group the participants spoke about interracial rape as a means of revenge. As

discussed elsewhere in this chapter, the questioning could be a reflection of the notion

that women should not be believed, a notion which was reflected in the cautionary rule

that was applied in rape cases (Van der Merwe et al., 1983).
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In the mixed gender group the Black students mentioned the second link. The link was

also referred to by Black male students but not Black female students on their own. The

link between rape and race is that the White perpetrators in the case studies commit

this violent act because they cannot come to terms with changes in the country. Rape

is linked to the changing politics of South Africa.

Black men were historically, often portrayed as the rapist (Davis, 1984; Fanon, 1965).

This portrayal is seen in the discussions with the Black women when they mention that
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Black women spoke about Black men wanting to test the vaginas of White women. But

because they cannot find White females who will willingly give themselves as subjects,

Black men will have to rape. This view is derived from the perceived or real difference

between the races. This differences will also be true in the case of Black and White

vaginas. Black female students believe that Black males will want to explore this

difference possibly because, again, men are in need of a lot of sex. Additionally, this

might have something to do with the view that White women were portrayed as pure,

more beautiful, and more valuable than Black women (Collins, 1990; Davis, 1981).

Black female students might have raised this because they feel cheapened as women

and slighted as Black people somehow by these intertwined underlying discourses; that

is men want to test women's vaginas, and of being regarded as 'less' than White

women. And as this was mentioned in the female-only group, it might indicate that the

Black men would rape White women' 'to make them feel disappointed and

embarrassed' .

A concomitant view to that of the Black rapist is the one that sees Black women as

promiscuous (Collins, 1990; Davis, 1984; Fanon, 1965; Stoler, 1997). It was said that

Black women invite White men to rape them. This was mentioned in the discussions

with the Black male-only focus group. The male participant stated that there exist such

a perception in our society. What this translates into is that White men who rape Black

women are in fact not really offenders but victims of the promiscuous, lustful Black

women who want men (see Black feminists discussion in chapter 3).
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Black women in the mixed-gender focus group thought they would possibly have been

challenged by Black men if they had raised it in the group with the men. At least, they

might have thought they did not have the space to say this.

But the foregoing theme emerged in a different guise, or at least as a related theme, in

the discussion with the Black mixed-gender group. This is where the group spoke about

race purity and virginity. Black female participants spoke about how men from other

races rape to maintain the racial purity of their own race. This was not taken up by any

male in the group.

Society still values virginity, as can be seen in recent articles in the media (see, for

example, Sunday Times, 25 October 1998). But it is female virginity which appears

more valued and so more insisted upon. And where women feel this is another way

men are discriminating, they will raise it so that men can hear. If the men recognise this,

they might have to defend it, agree with women, or choose not say anything. It should

be mentioned that the female participants did not speak about virginity when they were

on their own. Again, in speaking about virginity one might say that if or when virginity

is deemed valuable, it is because men want to marry virgins, and so girls keep their

virginity for men, and not because of any inherent goodness in the attribute.
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6.5.2 White men and White women

White women spoke about physical strength when they referred to issues of power.

They said that men rape because they are stronger. This was also linked to notions of

masculinity. This emerged in the discussions where they were together with men as

well. Sex-role socialisation was linked to women's oppression. It was said that men

would rape women if they felt threatened. Men were said to be threatened by women

who were moving out of the 'normal' roles of men and women.

The White men were more forthright than Black men when speaking about women. This

is seen in the language used when one of the participants slips and refers to women

as 'things' and also 'objects'. There is a great deal of writing that begins markedly with

de Beauvoir's The Second Sex that theorises the Woman as the perpetual 'Other' (see,

Gatens, 1991). It should be noted that the White male students do not refer to women

as objects but say this is how women are viewed in society. They thus distance

themselves from this view. However, it is not as effective as it is seen by the Freudian

slip of one of the male participant.

The White male group spoke about the rights that men have over women. In their talk

they stated that it is perceived to be normal for men to have more rights than women.

In the mixed gender group, while the White men do speak about the notion of rights of

men they now refer to what they call entitlement. The word suggest something negative,

which is opposed to the feeling one gets from the first two sentences above.
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The White male participants also saw power as a performance (see, Butler, 1990).

However, this differs when the White men are alone. In the male-only group they do not

speak of power as a performance. In this group they referred to Black men raping White

women to gain power (see, Curtis, 1976).

Regarding reasons or justifications for rape, White male students spoke about the lack

of self-esteem. When White male participants spoke about feelings of low self-esteem

or low self-concept they stated that men could rape in order to feel better or to boost

their self-esteem. This was not discussed by the White women in the mixed gender

groups nor the men and women when they were in single-sex groups.

Alcohol has been used by many men to justify rape (see, Abrahams & Jewkes, 1998;

Powers & Kutash, 1982). In the focus group with the White men they referred to alcohol

in justifying why men would rape. It was not mentioned by the White men in the mixed

gender group. An explanation might be that as White men are the epitome of rationality,

and rape is seen as an irrational and criminally liable act, White men would only rape

if they temporarily lose their rationality. The irrational act of rape is then explained by

alcohol.

In the mixed-gender group, White females said that race playa role in rape. White

males in this group, on the other hand, said they did not want to perceive it as a race

issue. It appears as though the White males wanted to divorce themselves from that

kind of talk which might be construed to be racist. Yet, whilst the White male
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participants were at pains to say that they would not like to perceive race as an

important issue in cases where a Black man rapes a White woman or a White man

rapes a Black woman, their subsequent talk indicates that they do think race plays a

part in interracial rape. Also, in the White men only group, the males were at first then

hesitant to say speak about the race of the rapist. This is similar to what happened in

the Black men only group. They wanted to distance themselves from talk that could be

perceived as racist. This is indicated in the language that is used: 'I don't want to see

it as race but. ..'. They want to position themselves in a favourable light (see Billig,

1987).
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The manner in which the media in particular reports all rape, but especially rape across

the races, was brought up earlier on in this section. This slant is also maintained by

scholars. The slant that is being referred to is one where interracial rape is depicted as

a race issue. As with the Black focus groups, White students would eventually express

the view that race is the main reason why a Black man will rape a White woman. This

was expressed in the White mixed-gender groups, the male-only group, and the female-

only groups. When the White men were on their own, however, they admitted that they

were influenced by racial stereotypes and went further and questioned the views that

they had as White males.

The White women in the women only group mentioned that when a White male rapes

a White female, the act is characterised by lust. When it comes to interracial rape

though, the Black male does not merely want sex but is also thought to be angry. Yet
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this never came up in the group with both White females and males.

In the White mixed-gender group, it was agreed that it reasonable to say that the

•
perpetrator with the 'Afrikaner' accent in the case study raped because he could not

come to terms with changes in the country. However, as with the group of Black

females-only, the group of White women did speak about this. White men referred to

it when they were in the male only group.

In the discussions with White males, it was said that under the previous dispensation

White men would have been severely punished for raping a Black women. Today, it

was said, the same cannot be said, as they would not be punished as severely. What

is being suggested here is that apartheid, however bad it was, was actually good as it

prevented Black women from being raped. In the present dispensation, Black women

are no longer protected.

There are a number of misunderstandings that are being deployed by the White male

students here. Firstly, they are actually holding up the view that women need the

protection of men, or at least from men. Secondly, they are claiming that conditions

were better under apartheid than in the present political set-up for Black women. In fact,

apartheid was not meant to protect Black women but to save White males from

214

themselves and the wiles of Black women. The law was not really intended to protect

Black women. It can be argued that there was no punishment for White rapists of Black

women at all. And in addition where there was a threat of punishment it was meant to
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deter White men from lusting after Black women, whether violently or in any other way.

In interracial rape, race become salient. This was evident in the manner some of the

White women spoke about their racial preference for a would be rapist. Some of these

women said they would prefer being raped by someone of their own race and culture.

The perceptions that emerged from the discussions also reveal that often White people

perceive Black men as being the stand-in rapist. Through socialisation and also through

apartheid legislation people came to internalise the myth that saw the Black man as the

ultimate rapist. Tied to this is the view from the White women only group that Black men

are promiscuous. This was however not mentioned in groups where White women were

together with White men. At the same time, as was said earlier, the rape of Black

women was not recognised in the White groups. This parallels the relative societal

silence that surrounds the rape of Black women.
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6.6 CONCLUSION

An observation that the author made in the focus groups was that in general the Black

participants spoke more on White on Black rape and the White participants spoke more

on Black on White rape. The limited focus of the groups did not mean the total exclusion

of the other kind of rape. One of the reasons for this of course is that respondents

speak about rape from particular racialized and gendered positions. Indeed, one should

point out that participants were selected and the focus groups were constituted on the
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From the above analysis and the texts presented in this study, it is clear that sexist, and

racist practices are supported by a wide range of what discursive psychology and

conversation analysis would call linguistic repertoires. In the focus groups with White

male and Black male students but also with females of both races, sexist and racist

discourses was often wrapped in a language that gave authority to and created

distance from the bias of the speaker (Gough, 1998). Some examples are when the

White men account for womens' oppression as 'seen as normal' and when Black men

speak of a lack of girlfriends as the reason for raping. It should be noted that the

difference between the Black men and women regarding the lack of girlfriends as

'causing' rape is the ends or goals such a reason serves for each group. For the women

this internalised dominant discourses contributes to their oppression (see Lipsky, 1987),

and for men it braces their dominance over women.

basis of race and gender. The findings indicate that in general White males tended to

voice stronger opinions in scenarios where the rape survivor is a White female and the

rapist is a Black male. In the same way Black males tended to voice stronger opinions

where the survivor is a Black woman and the rapist in a White men. This is to be

expected given the history of this country.
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Gough (1998) argued that when one interviews a group of men,

...the straightforward reproduction of sexism would tend to be anticipated.

Yet, as noted, the misogynist notions are often worked into the talk in
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disguised form by the participants as opposed to more blatant

language ...Such talk would seem to. be in tune with the liberal

educational/research environment which arguably discourages overt

expressions of prejudice (p. 45).

This is seen at different stages in the focus groups with the White students (mixed

gender and male groups) and in the focus group with the Black males. Gough (1998)

argues that while education plays a role in disguising sexist and racist discourses, it

does not preclude the use of racist or sexist discourses. This holds true for the present

study. It can be seen when the White males participant speak of women as objects,

when the White women speak of rape preference, when the Black women speak of

White men as carriers of AIDS, and when the Black men speak of raping 'persons'

instead of women.

The present section provided the findings of the dynamics of race and gender in Black

and White groups. What appears to come out is how the discourses presented serve

to explain and reinforce not only gender oppression but also racial oppression. The

discourses used are often sophisticated and may come across in a manner that present

the speaker in a positive light while reinforcing sexist and racist ideologies, or at least

not challenging the received views in these ideologies.

The results further point to the complexity of interracial rape. This is in seen discussions

where at one point gender oppression is used to explain interracial rape, and at other
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times race and racial oppression is used to explain the same incident. This move

between discourses reflects the complexity of womens' oppression. Womens'

oppression cannot solely be explained by a gendered analysis, but by views which take

womens' multiple positions into account. This is where recent models of Slack feminists

(example Guy-Sheftall, 1995; Crenshaw, 1997; King, 1997; Williams, 1997) are better

able to explain the many oppressive situations many women find themselves in. As

stated by Guy-Sheftall (1995),

Slack women experience a special kind of oppression and suffering in this

country which is racist, sexist and classist because of their dual racial and

gender identity and their limited access to economic resources. This

"triple jeopardy" has meant that the problems, concerns, and needs of

black women are different in many ways from those of both white women

and black men (p. 2).
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CHAPTER SEVEN

CONCLUDING REMARKS

7.1 INTRODUCTION

This chapter follows a similar route as that taken by Mama (1995) and Potgieter (1998).

A brief summary of the theoretical chapters are provided, followed by a brief summary

of the findings. Some of the practical and theoretical limitations of the study are noted

and finally the researcher suggests some practical applications of the results.

7.2 SUMMARY OF THE THESIS

The literature indicated that in this country, as in many parts of the world, violence

against women has to be seen as embedded in the history and structure of society, as

well as in the relationships of males and females. A number of writers have maintained

that violence against women is as an expression of patriarchy, related to women's

social standing, and consequently, is more common in societies based on gross

inequalities and discrimination (Brownmilier, 1975; Mabandla in Ross, 1993; Manzini,

1995).

It was argued that South Africa has been an example of such a society. In South Africa,
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discrimination ran not only along the lines of race but also gender and class. What was

suggested was that the inequalities of apartheid, together with the mostly unwritten

patriarchal rules, made violence against women ubiquitous and complex, as it was

different for poor versus rich women as well as for Black women as opposed to White

women. In addition, one should not lose sight of the fact that there were, (and after the

demise of apartheid, increasingly more) differences among women, as indicated by

Hendricks and Lewis (1994), Holland-Muter (1995), and Sunde and Bozalek (1993).

It is because violence against women is one of the major and complex challenges

facing this country in the wake of apartheid that it was decided to undertake a study on

rape.

This thesis pointed out how rape is defined in South Africa. This definition is an example

of the very problem which the women's movement has been trying to fight against.

Feminist scholars (for example, Millet, 1970; Griffin, 1971; Brownmiller, 1975; Russell,

1975; Donat & D'Emilio, 1992) have maintained that sex is not the objective in rape.

The act of rape is not about sexual intercourse but about violent power. The view of

early feminists on rape is an extension of its view on all violence against women, which

is underlined by the concept of patriarchy (Clark & Lewis, 1977; Russell, 1982; Sanday,

1981). In this regard, rape is seen as a critical extension of the historical lack of power

of women in patriarchal societies. Rape is an expression of male power. Rape is about

dominance over women, about masculinity, and at times about men's anger when they

feel powerless against that very male-dominated society (Baron & Strauss, 1989).
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Some of the writings have seen rape as theft of another man's property (Millet, 1970),

the ultimate act of sexism, an abuse of power, and one element in the complex

structure of women's oppression (Davis, 1984), an act of psychic and physical

oppression (Russell, 1975), and as a mechanism to enforce and reinforce both racial

and patriarchal ideologies (see, Van Zyl, 1989). Within this context, the increase in rape

incidence worldwide is viewed as evidence that men are increasingly unable to handle

their excessive power over women, as well as the fact that women are increasingly

independent of men (see, Dworkin, 1983; Davis, 1984).

The study looked at how the ideology of race works where a Black man is accused of

raping. It was said that the dominant White group profits in every way when a Black

man is accused of raping a woman of the White group. The ideology plays up the

gender ideology which sees women as vulnerable and men as their protectors, and at

the same time reinforces racial hatred of Black men. Many writers have spoken about

how during times of slavery in the South of the US, Black men were often castrated,

sentenced to death, or lynched for the rape or alleged rape of a White woman (see, for

example, Donat & D'Emillo, 1992; Jordan, 1968). On the other hand, there were often

no penalties at all for White rapists of Black females. The rape of Black women, then,

specifically by White men, but also by Black men, has historically, and in relation to that

of White women, received relatively little attention. It goes without saying that during

slavery (but even now, some would argue), Black women in the US did not enjoy the

same protection under the law as did White women. The reason for this deliberate,

unequal inattention has been that in comparison to the image of the virtuous White
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In chapter two, a brief overview of rape on university campuses was provided. It looked

at the prevalence of rape on university campuses, perceptions of rape and the role that

rape myths played in the attribution of responsibility around rape.

woman the Black woman was portrayed as sexual, to put it mildly (Davis, 1981;

Getman, 1984). Like sex workers, women who love sex, the stereotype says, cannot

be raped (Pauw & Brenner, 1997). It is therefore not surprising that more Black women

than White women are not willing to report or talk about rape, especially when the rapist

is the White man, what Hine (1995) has called a culture of dissemblance. Van Zyl

(1989) has said that the social positions of powerlessness that Black women occupy

and live relative to everybody else but mostly White men have meant that this individual

women will be believed least of all if they chose to report being raped to the police. The

layered history of racial and gender oppression is implicated and continues to play an

important role in the lack of reporting or underreporting of rape by Black women.

The third chapter looked at 'traditional' and feminist theories of rape. The two traditional

theories reviewed are Symbolic Interactionism and Psychoanalytic theories. Symbolic

Interactionists argue that social actions are determined by signs and symbols - body

language, eye contact, verbal behaviour, and clothing, for example. People observe

and interpret each other's actions and react to their interpretation of events

(Schwendinger & Schwendinger, 1983). The theory claims that rape happens because

males and females communicate their attitudes and feelings towards each other in

certain ways. According to interactionist theorists, rape could be inevitable, and perhaps
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even justifiable, where there has been an indication on the part of a woman of sexual

interest in a man.

The researcher who influenced this kind of thinking is the criminologist, Menachim Amir

(1971). After analyzing reports of rape, Amir believed he could identify the patterns and

the circumstances under which these crimes were committed. He adopted what has

been called victim-precipitation which emphasised the rapist's reaction to the survivor.

Amir (1971) defined victim-precipitation rape as those cases of rape where the victim

in actual fact or in the mind of the offender agreed to sex but changed her mind before

the actual act or did not resist strongly enough. It is claimed that rape offenders and

victims are mutually interacting partners. Again, from the standpoint of this theory, the

commonplace view that a woman who is seen to be dressed provocatively, or accepts

a dinner invitation with a man, or hitches a lift in a strange man's car, or walks alone at

night, is looking for trouble, and cannot turn around and charge rape when men

demand sexual favours. Among certain groups, Amir (1971) gained popularity and

enough success for his theoretical views, but among those who worked for the

liberation of women his views was severely criticised.
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A second theory that was looked at was Psychoanalysis. Traditional psychoanalytic

theorists hold the view that most rapists are emotionally disturbed, or suffering from one

or the other form of personality disorders (Schwendinger et al., 1983), or harbour a

hatred of females, emotions which are acquired during childhood, or have had

experiences which triggered their latent homosexuality, and so would rape to reassure
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themselves of their own masculinity. It was also argued by Burns (1998) that

psychoanalysts fails to look at rape as a pathology, and that the area of rape is hardly

dealt with by these theorists.

This thesis then looked at a concept that is popular among sociologists, that of the

subculture of violence. This implies that certain groupings of males who live in particular

kinds of areas resort to violence as a solution to their sexual ambivalence and

emotional disorders. The subculture is said to exist in ghettos. This subculture is

dominated by men from families dominated by mothers as these men have a need to

prove their masculinity. All these attributes converge in Amir's Negro whose aggressive

sexuality seems to be more problematic due to the strong need to overcome problems

of masculinity and sexual identity.
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These traditional theories of rape, that is interactionist theories as well as

psychoanalytic theories were criticised by many feminists (Brownmiller, 1975, Burns,

1998, Millet, 1970, Scutt, 1994). It was argued that these theories tended to hold

women accountable for being raped. These theories did not take for example notions

of power, sex-role socialisation, and patriarchy into account. I would thus argue, as did

other feminists, that traditional theories fail to adequately explain rape, and why men

rape. More so, it does not offer adequate explanations for women's oppression in

society and alternative theories thus need consideration.

The feminist theories discussed in chapter three explain women's oppression as the
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result of patriarchy and a patriarchal society. These theories include discussion of

male's abuse of the power they have over women, as well as the role that sex-role

socialization plays in the domination of women. The chapter discussed how men want

to control all aspects in women's lives, as well as how the threat and resultant fear of

rape are meant to keep women under male control. Rape was also briefly discussed as

an unrecognised form of torture.

Whilst the early feminists provided a more comprehensive view of violence against

women by introducing notions of power, violence and control, it failed to recognise the

crucial role that heterosexuality plays in contributing to male dominance. In essence,

it was argued that by divorcing sex from rape, violence against women and male

dominance are not adequately explained (see Kitzinger, 1993; Dumaresq, 1981). Black

feminists (Collins, 1990; Davis, 1978, 1984; Guy-Sheftall, 1995; King, 1997) further

argued that Black women's oppression cannot be viewed outside their oppression on

a gender, race, class, heterosex level. Rape is seen as an expression of women's

oppression on all these levels.

Chapter four looked at the incidence of rape. Rape statistics for 1992-1996 show that

rape is mainly intraracial. Less than 3% of the reported rape cases were interracial. In

other words, the statistics suggest that a White woman is more likely to be raped by a

White male while a Black woman is more likely to be raped by a Black male. In spite of

the statistics that show the infrequency of interracial rape, the media tends to focus

more on these rare occurrences.
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However, it does not explain the act of rape as an expression of male dominance on

Two models of interracial rape were covered in chapter four, namely, the Social

Interaction model and the Black Politicization/Conflict model. Briefly, proponents of the

Social Interaction model (example Curtis, 1975; 1976) have argued that interracial rape

occurs due to increased interaction between Blacks and Whites. In this view interracial

rape becomes the inevitable result of increased interracial interaction.

Authors who write from a conflict theory position (example Cleaver, 1968; Hernton,

1965; La Free, 1982) have argued that interracial rape is the result of a sexually

stratified system which placed few constraints on sexual access to Black women by

White males but severe constraints on Black males' access to White women. Interracial

rape is a political act associated with growing Black anger at inequality and oppression.

These theories of interracial rape provides some insight into why interracial rape occurs.

However, it has been criticised because of its failure to explain why White men would

rape Black women. Another criticism is that all Black men don't rape because of political

acts or political injustices. The two models fail to take gender into account. In other \

words, emphasis is placed on race, and access to women of the 'opposite' race.

women because they are women, or because of their sex. In this way, it fails to provide

a comprehensive model of interracial rape.

The study reviewed the work of Davis (1981; 1989) which has argued that the rape of

Black women has largely been ignored or dismissed, and that Black men have

226

https://etd.uwc.ac.za/



essentially been portrayed as the rapist. The study also looked at Hine's (1995)

argument that because of the dismissal or lack of recognition of sexual violence against

Black women, they have tended to adhere to a culture of secrecy to protect themselves

and their inner lives.

A last word on the theories of rape should be that the traditional theories of rape, early

feminist theories and the models of interracial rape provides some insight into interracial

rape, and rape in general. However, as stated above, it does not adequately explain

rape. It is with this in mind, that the researcher argues that other theories, example that

of Black feminists (as discussed in chapter three), provides a more complex and

comprehensive understanding of women's oppression. These theories of King (1997)

and Crenshaw (1997) takes women's multiple jeopardies into account. In other words,

the fact that women are simultaneously gendered, raced, classed, amongst others are

considered in explaining women's oppression. It is only by having a more holistic view,

that women's oppression and violence against women can be explained.
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7.3 SUMMARY OF THE MAIN FINDINGS OF THE STUDY

This section provides a brief summary of the main findings of the study. Attention is

drawn to the salient issues that emerged in the results. This section does not provide

an in-depth discussion of all the findings of the study (see Mama. 1995; Potgieter,

1997). These have been dealt with in the preceding chapter.
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Rape is still about power. The results indicate, that participants, both Black and White,

male and female view power as a dominant factor in rape. This power takes form

through the domination of women, and through asserting masculinity. However, the

results also indicate that this power is accorded to men through society and through the

socialisation of men and women into particular gender roles. Power thus underpins

gender and informs gender relations.

This power was also seen as underpinning race. The act of interracial rape, was viewed

as an expression of power of one race group over another. In such instances of

interracial rape, gender oppression became secondary. In other words, women are

raped because they are Black or White, and not primarily because they are women. The

emerging perception was that interracial rape was an instance of exerting power over

the 'other' race.

Another important result is that Black and White participants spoke about issues that

might be used to justify rape. For the Black participants, this was a central issue in their

discussions. The Black women for example argued that the way in which women dress,

plays a role in women being raped. These women therefore with regard to gender

oppression have internalised the very discourses which contribute to their oppression.

This internalised discourses derive from women who have been socialised as females.

The suggestion here is that changes in legislation regarding womens' status in society

in themselves will not bring about changes in the perceptions and attitudes that men

have towards women, and how women perceive themselves in respect to men. What
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needs to be done is to undo stereotypical socialisations of females and males in our

society.

Other factors that were used to justify rape included low self-esteem of the perpetrator.

This was mentioned by both White women and by the Black mixed gender group. Black

men and women stated lack of girlfriends were reasons some men raped. The Black

women also mentioned that 'other' men (White men) raped to be cured of AIDS, and

said that rape is a game between men and that it is a result of negative childhood

experiences. Black men also stated that rape was as a result of an inability to deal with

emotions.

The only justification that White men gave was with reference to alcohol and pride. The

implication was that White men would 'normally' not rape. They would only rape if they

were irrational, that is drunk. It was also argued that men would rape, if in a consensual

sex act the woman suddenly said no to penetration.
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The results indicate that interracial rape is perceived as a predominantly racial issue

stemming from apartheid and the racial divisions in this country, rather than a gender

issue, or both a race and gender issue. Whilst the participants were at pains to say that

they would not like to perceive race as an important issue in cases were the Black man

rapes a White woman or a White man rapes a Black woman, their subsequent talk

indicates that race does playa role. This is particularly so for the Black men and White

men. This was evident in their talk when they stated, '...1personally wouldn't like to see
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it as race ...Em as soon as race or sort of cross cultural issue came into it, it almost

became the dominant thing in my mind' (White male).

Interracial rape has often been framed in the media, in politics, and by scholars as a

primarily racial issue. It is not surprising then that the data from the groups of White and

Black students in this study uphold the view that race was the main reason for a White

man raping a Black woman, focusing on the races of the parties involved rather on the

fact that rape is a more complex issue of power than cuts across both racial and sexual

politics.

This was also evident in the manner some of the White women spoke about their

'preference' for rape. Some of these women said they would prefer being raped by

someone of their own race and culture.

The perceptions that emerged from the discussions also reveal that often White people

perceive Black men as being the rapist. In other words, Black men rape, White men

don't. Through socialisation and also through apartheid people came to internalise the

myth that saw Black men as the ultimate rapist. In the instance when White men rape,

the White perpetrator is viewed as the victim. This was seen in the discussions with the

Black men.
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A further important finding is that the rape of Black women are not recognised and that

there is a silence that surrounds the rape of Black women. This emerged in the
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discussions with both Black and White students, males and females.

The results indicate that participants have largely internalised dominant discourses

around gender and race. Again this is seen where the White women speak of their 'rape

preferences'. Other examples are where Black men and women say that factors such

as dress playa role in women being raped, and where White men say that the White

women who are raped appear to be more traumatised than Black women.

A last finding to report on is one that centers on the usage of language. Participants in

the study, particularly the White and Black men but also the White women used

language in a way that racist and sexist discourses appeared 'everyday' and 'normal'.

They also used the knowledge that they have as educated men and women, to disguise

the racist and sexist sentiments in their talk. This ultimately portrayed them in a positive

light, whilst the message that they were putting across was racist and sexist.

One observation made during the focus groups was that the Black participants spoke

more on 'White on Black rape' and White students focussed more on 'Black on White

rape', though not predominantly so. One of the reasons for this of course is that

respondents speak about rape from particular racialized and gendered positions.

Indeed participants were selected and the focus groups were constituted on the basis

of race and gender, which none of the individual participants in a group disputed or

seemed to struggle with when the researcher gave as the basis of the make-up of the

group. The findings indicate that in general White males tended to voice stronger

231

https://etd.uwc.ac.za/



232

opinions in scenarios where the rape survivor is a White female and the rapist is a Black

male, and Black males tended to voice stronger opinions where the survivor is a Black

woman and the rapist in a White men. This is to be expected given the history of this

country.

7.4 RECOMMENDATIONS AND PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS

Potgieter (1997) comments that 'an important phase in the research process is that of

practical application' (p. 239). The following is thus an attempt to provide some

guidelines for the practical application of the findings.

lt has been argued by Potter and Wetherall (1987), Duncan (1993) and Potgieter (1997)

that the publishing of the findings is an important aspect of the research process. This

is an important aspect in being accountable to the research participants. It is thus the

intention of the researcher to make the findings as widely known as possible. This will

be attempted in the following way:

1) Write articles and publish the findings in, for example, journals like Agenda (a

feminist journal) and in other local and international psychological journals, but also

journals dealing specifically with women's oppression.

2) Write 'popular' articles for magazines such as the Cosmopolitan, True Love, Elle, and
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Drum in an effort to educate and conscientise a broad sector of people.

The results of the study indicate that education around both race and gender would

need to be an important aspect to be addressed for both men and women. This will be

attempted through the two strategies mentioned above, but one would also need to

incorporate other sectors in achieving this.

Organisations such as Rape crisis, the Gender Education and Training Network

(GETNET), the Network Against Violence Against Women, and the Centre for Adult and

Continuing Education amongst others would need to be approached. These

organisations are all working in the area of violence against women or in eradicating

gender and racial oppression through education.
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The study is of importance to organisations such as these and others not mentioned

here for a number of reasons. One of the reasons is that it suggests that women's

oppression cannot be looked at in isolation, but that it is a intersection between race,

and gender. If one takes Rape Crisis as an example, it would be important for them to,

in their training and counselling of interracial rape survivors, take into account the

intersections of race and gender. They should not only address issues of gender but

also racial oppression. Generally, people should be educated and made aware that in

the event of rape, the perpetrator is most likely to be someone that they know, and not

a stranger, that is, the Black man.
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It would also be important to make the findings known to the Gender Equity

Commission. Whilst it might not be possible to work with the Commission, it would be

important that they are aware of these findings. This could be made available to them

in the form of a short report which could playa role in highlighting issues for training.

Changing peoples perceptions is not an easy task. Those perceptions came into being

as a result of socialisation, apartheid legislations and because of a legacy of racism and

sexism in South Africa, but also throughout the world. Eradicating such inherent

perceptions and practices would not be easy. The above recommendations, is an

attempt to address and eradicate some of these injustices. However, this is limited. It

is only through persistent and continuous training and education but also through other

mediums such as the print, radio and electronic media that we can attempt to address

perceptions.

Despite our countries move into a post -apartheid era, perceptions have not changed.

This is an indication that change in legislation alone will not bring about change in the

mind sets of people. Different sectors and role players have to work together in a

collaborative effort to achieve this.
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Through the process of conducting this study, a number of questions emerged that

highlights the need for further research. These are include under the following

recommendations for future research:
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Research looking at interracial rape from the perspective of both perpetrators and

survivors of interracial rape would offer a rich and comprehensive view on the topic at

hand. It would be able to see what meanings perpetrators furnish for their acts that is

as a racist act, as an act to oppress women or both and thus would be essential in

counselling rape survivors and in addressing rehabilitation strategies for perpetrators.

It would also provide insight into education and training practices for organisations such

as GETNET, CACE, and Rape Crisis.

A recommendation for further research in this field would be to use a sample other than

only university students which would possibly reflect the perceptions of a broader

spectrum of people.

Furthermore, researchers working from a more interdisciplinary position might want to

study the current changes regarding the law on rape in South Africa, especially what

these changes really mean for women, or look into sentencing law and the race of the

offender. Others studies might look at convictions when the survivor is either a virgin

or Black and upper class, married or White, single or dating a number of partners at the

same time or a lesbian mother, and so on. Regarding psychology specifically, studies

might want to look at racial attitudes, racial views of survivors of interracial rape, or the

counselling of survivors of this type of rape. These are only some of the variables which

might not or might have an impact in a court of law (see, Collings, 1985; di Leonardo,

1997).
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7.5 LIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY

A limitation of this study centres around the sample used. The sample of university

students is a very selective, possibly elitist sample. It is a sample who is educated and

exposed to much more discourses than the ordinary person in society at large. It would

be important to see how the 'ordinary' person views rape.

As mentioned in chapter five, some of the White male students were reluctant to

participate in the study. A possible interpretation could be that interracial rape is a

sensitive issue, as it deals with three controversial issues namely race, gender and

rape. Another interpretation could be that participants were asked to participate in a

study on interracial rape conducted by a student registered with the University of the

Western Cape. It is likely that students would have guessed that it would be a Black

researcher and would thus be apprehensive about participating in such a sensitive

study and as a result would not be as open and free in the discussions.

Lastly, all the focus groups were conducted in English. This could have been a problem

for students at the University of the Western Cape, who were predominantly English

second language speakers and could have hampered their participation in the groups.

The same would apply for the University of Stellenbosch groups. Though they were not

predominantly English second language speakers, a few of the participants would have

been more comfortable speaking Afrikaans.
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7.6 FINAL THOUGHTS

It has been argued that violence against women and specifically rape is a profound

social problem. The results of the study indicate that perceptions about power, race and

gender in interracial rape are complex and dynamic. The vigour in which violence

against women has been addressed, would need to extend itself to the domain of

perceptions around interracial rape. This is undoubtedly a mammoth task which would

require the collaboration of many sectors and role players.
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APPENDIX A

APPENDICES

Interview Guideline

Biographical data:

Age

Sex

Degree currently registered for.

Stimulus (see Appendix B)

2 Case studies

Questions:

1) What are your perceptions\feelings\thoughts about these two incidents of

interracial rape.

266

2) Lots of discussion has taken place around the issue of rape and in particular the

reasons why men rape. What are your thoughts on Why do you think men rape?
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3) Do you think power plays a role in interracial rape?

4) Do you think gender plays a role in interracial rape?

5) In the two accounts read, you also heard of women of different race being raped

or telling their stories. What do you feel is the significance of race in interracial

rape?
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Case studies

https://etd.uwc.ac.za/



Eh' YVETTE VAN laREOA

NOMBONlSO GASA 15 an8l'Y. Y~ry
~gry. F1r:lt ~ rapist used her body

: as a battlegro\ffid to act out hi:;
I fury aea.inst poot-apartheid South
Africa. .

AD emPloyee of the Robboen Island
Museum Project, Gasa had JUst fOlle
tol)ed in thes gue:st hOUR on tbcl.sUtnd
wbeu he-riattAcker Sllfprised tier late
in lbls evtnin~,

He car1'ie.d Il gun and spoke to hel'
io Ens1i~bwUb lin Mrii.a.ana accent.
What he said, she revealed, m.ade her
think thaiille had not come to tel'l11.8
wttll tbe new government ar tb~
change tak.ing place in t.be country.

After be left, Gasa said, :die waS
shocked and "frozen".

"1 pbQlled ~ymond and btl Wall
<II se ZIhoelted. ~

She also took a bath.
Swll ilfter I ~ was taken to the

rnalnlaml to glve a 5tatemel1t at the
WatA:rfrc,nt wli¢e stauon and to be
<;:on.sultedby II gynaecologist.

She retllm¢ei to UIe island on TU~
day to belp W1~~tl!e.~v~~t~ou ..

Robben Island ordeal
continues for MP's wife

..
:::2<0, 0 \ . Ol ) .
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APPENDIX C

Coding conventions

- a new paragraph for each group

- a new line for each speaker

R - for the researcher

X - for the name in the group

0- start of a quote in the middle of a paragraph

stopped speaking
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