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Abstract

Globalization refers to the process of changing the world into a monolithic
system for all who live in it and integrating peoples' economic, social, and

intellectual activities regardless of religion, culture, nationality, or ethnicity.

The challenge of globalization stems from the perspective that it is in
opposition to the realities of plurality and diversity that humankind demonstrates.
Races, civilizations, faiths, and passions differ, and it is impossible to remove all
the inequalities and distinctions that create the image of human life at any given
time. If history cannot be reduced to a single shape, culture, or language, what is
the need to reduce the world's diversity to a single style, and what may explain

such a trend or theory?

Through this research, the researcher seeks-to raise these and other issues by
thinkers and wise men of all nations and peoples in the position of defending their
identities and privacy, including the Arab and Islamic nations, especially since
there is almost an intellectual consensus among the various intellectual and
political trends that globalization-is-one of the main directions; that its movement
today does not include anything new . Rather; it-is a type of colonialism whose

goals are identical to those of earlier colonial waves.

Current research discusses the nature of the relationship between the study
variables (diversity, cultural pluralism, globalization, and the universality of the
Islamic message) and the role of Islamic discourse institutions in serving the

universality of the Islamic message in the context of globalization.

Keywords:

Globalization, universality, cultural diversity, cultural pluralism, Islamic
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message, Islamic discourse, challenges, the Noble Qur’an, identity, heritage,

nation, civilization

Introduction

The concept of "globalization” is one of the most important new concepts of
this century, one that imposes itself on contemporary life in its various aspects
including intellectual, scientific, political, economic, cultural, media, educational
aspects, etc. While it primarily aimed at the culture of nations, particularly religious
identity, globalization, in the context of its targeting of religion, is not limited to a
particular religion or a deliberate religious faith, but it encompasses all religions,
causing a spiritual vacuum, and forming a relationship with religions because of
their similarity in the global sense on one hand, and their influence on religions on
the other. Which then leads us to reveal the reality of these religions in light of the
challenges of globalization, as no religion was-far from its challenges, where it
contributed to the emergence of a set of new.and-contemporary concepts as a result
of that collision between them; forming.a new relationship between each other.
However, this relationship has not been established in a single form, as it is
sometimes found to be consensual, as it has contributed positively, in various ways,
to certain religions. There is a jarring relationship, as it has also been devoted
through its means to the destruction of religions sometimes and has sometimes been

founded for anti-religious currents (Zahra, 2018: 115).

The term globalization did not exist several years ago, whether in the
economy, politics or culture, but in the declaration of the new world order by
President George H.W. Bush, which paved the way for the term globalization. This
system has conquered the peoples of the third world, especially the Muslim world.
Globalization is consistent in its content and concept with the term new world
order, and it should be noted that Arabic and English linguistic dictionaries do not

find a disproportionate value to this term, because of its modernity. (Abdul Samad
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and Suleiman, 2020: 167).

Despite the challenges and risks that globalization poses to the national identity
and cultural peculiarities of Arab and Islamic societies in general, they are not
inevitable, but can be adapted and mitigated by adopting a method that combines
openness to the world with the benefit of what it offers without denying the origin,
by referring to cultural heritage, on which the national identity of these nations and
societies is based, because there is no way to consolidate and strengthen the
national identity of the individual in the time of globalization without awareness of
the importance of the role of heritage in globalization. One of the guarantees that
enable societies to preserve their Arab-Islamic identity is to revive and develop
their heritage in line with the requirements of the times, as there is no identity
without heritage, and no heritage without awareness, revival and development
(Soleimani, 2021:40-52).

Research Significance

The new millennium began-with-the penetration-of globalization as thoughts,
policies, knowledge systems and global institutions, so it was only natural that the
issue of globalization would be one of the first issues to be studied and its effects

on the study of political science (Hamada, 2021: 176).

The importance of choosing this subject lies in the fact that globalization is
one of the most important contemporary issues affecting human life, as its impact
has extended across broad areas, and the resulting risks may be staring at our
religious beliefs, principles and values derived from the holy Qur’an and the

teachings of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) (Abu Azza, 2022:2).

Globalization, multiculturalism and the attitude of Islam are therefore subjects
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of freedom of study and extensive analysis, which are priorities that should be
given the necessary attention to achieve openness to the world and cooperation with
it while preserving Islamic identity and values, which are originally a global
message that addresses every time and place.

This study gains its importance from the significance of managing diversity and
cultural pluralism and the powerful capabilities of this diversity to build and
develop if it is properly exploited. Moreover, the importance of cultural
globalization and its ability to remove differences and dissolve barriers between
societies, making the entire world as if it were a small village in which everyone
knows the other, cooperates and communicates with him without trouble or
difficulty, and how all this serves the universality of the Islamic message. In
addition, the significance of the study is also clear, through what is reflected today
in reality, and the rapid and successive developments in various fields and levels,
both at the level of social and-political relations between the components and
elements of the Arab and Islamic nation in its inteliectual and cultural models, as
well as in the intersections of these relations at the level of the relationship of the
nation with nations and people.-Also,-its relationship-with the West in particular,
in light of the repercussions. and. precursors.of.all the factors that accompanied
globalization and globalization itself, which is emerging, in its finest example

today, in the so-called "international coalition to combat terrorism."

The researcher has an ardent desire to address this topic, by analyzing its key
factors (diversity and cultural pluralism, globalization, and the universality of the
Islamic message) to acquire a more comprehensive knowledge of their nature and
interactions. This, in addition to other aspects that the research will be exposed to
in detail later, is the importance of the research from a practical standpoint, which
is expected to be enjoyed by educational institutions and centers, as well as
interested researchers and readers in general, as it is expected that this research will
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constitute a new tributary and a scientific and practical addition to Arab and Islamic

literature.

Research Problem

The term multiculturalism was not only used to describe a culturally diverse
society, but also referred to the kind of policy aimed at protecting that cultural
diversity as well. Although multiculturalism is a phenomenon with a long history,
many countries have adopted pluralistic policies such as the Ottoman Empire, but
it was only at the end of the twentieth century that the systematic study of
multiculturalism flourished in philosophy, when it began to receive special
attention from liberal philosophers. The role of Canadian philosophers was
particularly great, but it became a common theme in contemporary philosophy in

the 21st century (Alaboudy, translation-of Rodrigues, 2022:2).

Given the influence of globalization on the speed with which ideas travel, and
the Islamic message being a universal message for all people, it may appear to some
that Islam involves a project comparable to, if not the same as, the globalization

project.

In contrast, there is a fundamental difference between them since globalization
seeks to unite the world. In culture, thinking, education, taste, and so on, it strives
to compel the world to live in one way, which is antithetical to the human impulse
that gave rise to "peoples and tribes." Islam, on the other hand, values individuality
and condemns force. The Islamic project is founded on the acknowledgment of
cultural and linguistic variety and distinctions, and religion is enforced by
persuasion rather than coercion. There is a significant distinction between

globalization and Islam's universality (Al-Ashi, 2008: 2).
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Accordingly, the study problem can be formulated in the form of the following
question: In contrast to the unilateral hegemony model in which globalization
emerged and embodies its ideological, political, economic, and cultural institutions
and directives vis-a-vis the reality and laws of diversity and cultural pluralism
among nations and peoples, what is the role of the institutions of the Islamic

universal discourse in a diverse and pluralistic world?

This problematic question represents a broad title under which many
questioning branches fall regarding a complex of components, relationships,
characteristics, differences, conflicts and hierarchical civilizational clashes at the
two levels of the bilateral relationship between the self and the other, from the two
sides of the West and Islam on the external level, and between Islam (as a value)
and Islam (as a model) at the level of the.interior, as well as the intellectual
diversities that it contains, both-from-the-inside-and-the-outside, and it is located on
the touch of this dialectical relationship between the West and Islam as imposed by
globalization, in contrast to what is our Islamic concept and our realistic application

of the universality of Islam, and what this universality should be Islamically.

Research Questions

The most prominent questions of the research can be formulated, in the light
of what its problem expressed, as the researcher will ask a few fundamental
questions about which the answers are necessary to highlight several aspects of this
study, and can be formulated as follows:

e What is the difference between the concept of globalization in its

contemporary context and the universality of the Islamic message?

e To what extent does globalization, with its contemporary Western model,
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constitute an authoritarian tendency that imposes cultural domination on
a unilateral basis that threatens the pluralism of the cultural and religious
identities of human societies?

What are the foundations and components of the universality of Islam as
a fundamental characteristic of the Islamic message through its global
discourse and totalitarian human orientation?

What are the obstacles and challenges to achieving the universal goals and
objectives of Islam considering the challenges and threats of current
globalization and its effects on Arab and Muslim societies at the level of

discourse and reality?

Research Objectives

This study aims to identify Several-objectives based on the researcher's

drawing of its parameters by.identifying them-as follows:

To define what globalization is as'a concept that has come to impose itself
on all the peoples of the earth, as the reality of the cultural domination of
the contemporary Western model of this concept will be identified on a
unilateral basis that threatens the pluralism of the cultural peculiarities
and identities of human societies.

Introducing the universality of the Islamic message and demonstrating
the role of Islamic discourse institutions in serving the universality of the
Islamic message considering the diversity and multiculturalism that the
world is experiencing today in the age of globalization.

It illustrates the convergences and differences between the concepts of

globalization as a status system, and the universality of the heavenly
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Islamic message through a comparative approach between the two
concepts, focusing on the foundations and components on which each
concept is based.

e To examine the obstacles and challenges to achieving the universal
purposes and objectives of Islam considering the challenges and threats

of globalization and its effects on Arab and Muslim societies.

Research Methodology

The study is based on the descriptive and analytical approaches where integration
is achieved between them to the point of merging. The descriptive approach is
embodied in the definition of the variables of the study (diversity,
multiculturalism, globalization, and the universality of the Islamic message). The
analytical approach will help-us-analyze the results-and-eonclusions of the study,
which he referred to (Assaf, 2016: 91).-Therefore, the researcher believes that their

use together in this approach is necessary to reach the desired results.

The conclusion of the :above is that the integration of these two approaches
will be useful in the completion.of this study, the reliance on them in this study is
the criteria that determinesstheir nature, as the descriptive analytical approach is
one of the forms of analysis and scientific interpretation organized to describe the
phenomenon of multiculturalism and globalization, and therefore where all data,
information and historical facts are described and analyzed and the researcher's
findings through the references adopted qualitatively and quantitatively, in order to
understand the phenomenon broadly and more comprehensively.
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Theoretical Framework

The descriptive analytical approach to research plays a key role in describing
knowledge and based on this approach helps us describe the well-thought-out
phenomenon of "diversity and multiculturalism” and the effects of globalization on
it and its relationship to the universality of the Islamic message and, in the end, the
role of Islamic discourse institutions in this regard. This approach, as mentioned by
Bakri and Abdul Ghani, 2021, is used in comparisons between different situations
and multiple phenomena, whereby the problem or phenomenon to be studied is
adequately identified, so that the research surrounds all parts of the problem and
the conditions of the phenomenon, by identifying the appropriate way in which the
data for the research should be collected.-As-for the origin of this approach, it arose
with de Susser's views based-on-the deseriptive-method-(Bakri and Abdul Ghani,
2021), and if there were other opinions that-weuld restore the history of the
descriptive approach to classical Arab linguists such as/ Al-Kasai, Ibn Fares and
Sibweh, who, in their books, described grammatical phenomena. He would have
argued that in this case we would use the procedural mechanisms of the descriptive
approach to describe the phenomenon and the proposed solutions to solve these
challenges. By describing ‘previous studies, which ‘have developed effective
strategies and mechanisms adopted by many experts, scholars, intellectuals and
educators, studies, theories, and experiences that seek to serve the global message
of Islam in the age of globalization, activating the role of Islamic discourse

institutions in this regard.
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Literature Review

In this section of the study, the researcher based the approach to the subject of
globalization and the universality of the Islamic message on a variety of available
sources and references. As some of the sources and references will be based on
modern and contemporary, which have a fundamental relationship with the
objectives of research, and will rely on some websites that can help enrich the
subject, especially since we live in exceptional circumstances in the time of Corona,
and perhaps among the most important of these studies we find the study of Alragb
(2004) titled: Between the universality of Islam and globalization, a research
presented at the first education conference entitled "Education in Palestine and the
Changes of the Times". The.study-above inctuded-the definition of globalization
linguistically as well as its phitosophical-definition-and highlights its cultural,
economic, social, and religious goals. It also defines the term of the concept of
universality as a language and terminology and demonstrated that Islam is a
universal message. Furthermore, it highlights the major features of globalization and
illustrates the dangers and negative impact of globalization on various aspects of
human life, also highlighting the mercy of Islam as a message to the rest of the world
in different aspects of human life. She also explained the significant difference
between the characteristics of the globalization and universality of Islam and
clarified the huge differences between the concept of universality and its content
which Islam brought to the world and the concept of globalization and its content
which the West today advocates in general, and America in particular. The study

further demonstrates globalization has concepts, manifestations, global.

perceptions, and mechanisms, and Islam has global visions and perceptions of man,
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the universe and life, and the premises and trends in both cases cannot be matched,
as can the difference between their respective sets of driving values. While the
universality of Islam is based on the universality of the human race and absolute
values and respects its specificity and the uniqueness of local peoples and cultures,
globalization is based on the process of banishing or excluding the cultures of
nations and peoples, trying to impose a single culture and perceptions of a State
with material power, aimed at achieving special gains and benefits for human
beings.

Among important studies in this regard is Ashi (2008), titled "Culture of
Globalization as An Extremist Discourse"”, unpublished research by the University
of Batna, Algeria, which aimed to highlight the challenges and confrontations
of postmodernism through the discourse of globalization, by demonstrating
the identity of globalization, what global transformations are and their relationship
with associated violence, and to show the difference between globalization and the
universality of Islam, and ways to address them. The research recommended that
globalization should not be made inevitahle and should be addressed as one of the
stages of civilized confrontation that the Arab nation has faced and continues to
face, strengthen in ourselves the ability to confront and- prove our faith in our
identity, in the sense that we should not face globalization from the point of view
of the weak and the defeated, but from the point of view of the strong with its
ideology, religion and culture. In practice, he stressed the need for modernization in
the political, cultural and economic spheres, because this modernization will reduce
the pressures of the global project on us on the one hand, avoid returning to the
West in all our demands and needs, and avoid the negative effects of globalization,
and this modernization is a civilized necessity that we cannot remain on the
sidelines in an unbridled world that recognizes only the scientifically,

economically, politically and militarily strong.

Al-Harisis's (2002) titled: The Universality of Islamic Discourse and Dialogue
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with the Other, which aimed to identify the dimensions of the universality of
Islamic discourse and dialogue with the other, is universal through the discussion
of several topics, starting from Islamic discourse and discourse with the other, and
the foundations of this discourse, its evidence, positions and evidence, from the
dialogues of the Holy Quran, the dialogues of the Prophet peace be upon him and
others, and the impact of this discourse and high dialogue, in spreading the Islamic
call. The researcher also presented Oman's message, its origins, and its most
important contents in the field of Islamic discourse, dialogue with the other, and
the impact of this message on promoting a positive view of Islam. The study
recommended stressing the urgent need today to create a deep Islamic discourse
during intellectual and cultural globalization, based on universality, realism and
moderation, to be a productive constructive discourse to eat.

Another important study is the study-of-Al-Manwar (2004) titled: The Future of
Islamic Civilization in the Shadow-of-Globalization, which aimed to illustrate the
reality of the events that ravaged the Muslim worid in the first half of the first
decade of this century, and haw it called on Muslim intellectuals to take care of the
future of Islamic civilization, -economic-globalizationis the highest form of
imperialism, and cultural globalization.is.trying to.cover up the evils of the greed
of the tyrant forces. The researcher stressed that only the teachings of religion,
which call for universality that recognizes the identity of peoples, should be saved
from this deteriorating global situation. He recommended the development of
Islamic media to stand up to deliberate attempts to distort our religion, reality and
civilized values. This study is consistent with the current study in the substantive
context, while the current study tends to expand and delve deeper into the problems

of multiculturalism between globalization and globalism.

Alabbar (2007), titled: The moral values between Islamic and Western thought
in the age of globalization, which aimed to examine the values of morality between
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Islamic thought and Western thought in the age of globalization, confirms in its
results the different cultural foundations on which Western civilization depends
from the foundations on which Islamic civilization depends, Western civilization
depends on the classical cultural heritage represented in Greek philosophy and
Roman law, and derives some of its values from Western thought that separates
religion from religion. The State, in addition to some trends and philosophies
described as secular, and Islamic civilization, depends on the principles and values
of the Book (Quran) and Sunnah, notably the fact that Islam combines religion and
state because Islam regulates religious and worldly matters whether it be faith,
worship, law and political or economic systems. It also emphasized the different
Islamic model of globalization (universality of Islam) from its Western model, as
Islamic globalization is the globalization of integration and human cooperation, not
the globalization of competition and advocacy fueled by the individual interests of
the powerful, developed by a spirit-of -domination and racism, and Islamic
globalization is the globalization of-interdependence-and cooperation, not the
globalization of domination. This study focused on the ethical aspect of
globalization and the universality of Islam, which can be considered a focus of the
current study, as the current research is-more comprehensive and broader in
addressing issues related _to. the substantive framework (globalization and

globalism).

More recently, Abu Azza's (2022), entitled "The concept of globalization, its
historical origins and stages of development”, focused on the implications of
globalization and ways of confronting it scientifically properly, while most of the
approach to globalization, according to the study, focused on the distinctive
phenomena of globalization, such as market capitalism and freedom, the power of

large corporations, and the sweeping sovereignty of states.

Amari 2019, entitled: "The Policy of Multiculturalism from Thinking about

Identity to Recognition,” aimed at exposing multiculturalism and the mechanics of
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its management in contemporary societies, based on tracking the manifestations of

the concept in the alphabets of philosophical thought, social and political first.

Secondly, through the thinking of identity as a reform of cultural diversity, with

emphasis on difference as a condition for the embodiment of this multiplicity.

Thirdly the erosion of the theory of recognition as a pillar and class added to this

mosaic construction to activate and protect cultural diversity 1V, with the conjuring

of faces Political philosophy and intellectuals have come to the concept of

multiculturalism.

Chapter Outline

Chapter 1

Represents the steps of the proposal through which the researcher sets a systematic plan for
all steps of the study, and it includes the summary of the research and key words, the
introduction, the objectives-of the study, the study questions, the study’s limits, the

methodology, the historical framework; and;then the previous studies in their brief and

concise form.

Chapter 2

During this chapter, we rely: on mare previous studies, where we will define the
concept of diversity-and-cultural-pluralism;itsnature, forms, benefits, management methods

and proper exploitation.

Chapter 3

This chapter of the study. will focus on globalization, the differences between it and
globalization, its genesis, its historical development, the known and prevailing models, and

the reasons for its supporters and opponents.

Chapter 4

In this chapter, the researcher will focus on the distinction between the dominant globalization.

model and the globalization model of the Islamic message.

Chapter 5

This chapter is a conclusion in which we refer to the most important proposed solutions to
meet the challenges faced by the institutions of Islamic discourse considering diversity and
cultural pluralism in the era of globalization to serve the universality of the Islamic message,

and we conclude by referring to the most important conclusions and recommendations.
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Arabic Proposal

Completed August 2021

English Translation of Proposal

Completed 31 July 2022 — Submitted 01 August 2022

Chapter One Completed
Chapter Two Completed
Chapter Three Completed
Chapter Four Last draft to be submitted to Supervisor by end of August 2022

Chapter Five (conclusion and

summary)

Final draft to be submitted to Supervisor early October 2022

Revise, submit draft and complete
draft of thesis

Late October 2022

References

Abu Azza, Abeer Ramadan. (2022). The conceptof globalization, its historical
inception and stages of development. Al-Asala magazine, (second issue).

Al Harasis, Ahmed. (2022). The universality of Islamic discourse. Alifaa.jo.

Retrieved 25 April 2022, from:

https://www.aliftaa.jo/Research-aspx2Researchid=83#.-¥YmaW2u1Byt9.

Al-Abbar, Moza Ahmed Rashid. (2007), Ethical Values between Islamic Thought
and Western Thought in the Age of Globalization - A Critical Analytical
Study, PhD Thesis, Alexandria University, 200.

Al-Ashi, Abdullah (2008), Globalization Culture as an Extremist Discourse,
unpublished research, University of Batna, Algeria, p. 2

Al-Assaf, Saleh Hamad. (2016). Introduction to research in behavioral sciences. i

1. Obeikan Library: Riyadh.

Al-Munawar, Mr. Aqil Hussein (2004), The future of Islamic civilization
considering globalization, Our Culture Series, Civilized Studies, No. IV.

91

https://etd.uwc.ac.za/



https://www.aliftaa.jo/Research.aspx?ResearchId=83&.YmaW2u1Byt9

Al-Ragb, Saleh (2004) between the universality of Islam and globalization, a paper
presented to the First Education Conference entitled "Education in Palestine
and the Changes of the Age", 1425 AH.

Hamadeh, Amal (2021). What Arab political scientists write about: a case study of
political scientists in Egypt 2000-2014. Journal of the College of
Economics and Political Science, 22(1), 165-216.

Khalil, Abdullah Ali Hussein. (2018). Local cultures, cultural identity and the
challenges of globalization, a paper presented to the international scientific
conference (the features of the human image between the Islamic and
Western references) Zitouna University - Republic of Tunisia September
2018. The fifth axis: the question of man, identity, and community building.

Rodrigues, Lewis. (2022). Multiculturalism. wisdom magazine. Retrieved 25 April
2022, from https://hekmah.org/

Salem, Bajaber (2021). Global-cultural pluralism-ia-the light of Islamic values of
civilizational dialogue(analytical--study). Journal of the College of
Education (Assiut), 37(2), 355-404.

Soleimani, Muhammad. (2021). The dangers of globalization on the heritage and
identity of peoples. Algerian Journal of Human Studies, 2(2), 40-52.

United Nations, Human Rights.- (2022). -Universal,,Declaration on Cultural
Diversity. [online] Retrieved 29 April 2022, from
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments- mechanisms/instruments/universal-
declaration-cultural-diversity.

Zahra, Obaidullah. (2018). The reality of religions considering the challenges of
globalization, Journal of the Generation of Humanities and Social Sciences,
No. 58, p. 115.

92

https://etd.uwc.ac.za/


http://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-

WESTERN CAPE

University of the Western Cape
Faculty of Arts and Humanities

Department of Foreign Languages

MA Proposal - 2022

Research Title:

Diversity and cultural Pluralism with regard to Globalization and
the Universality of the Message of Islam: A study on the

Fundamentals of Discourse in a Diverse and Multiplex World

Student Name: Sheta, A.M.M.

Student Number : 3774583

Supervisor: Dr Mustapha Saidi
93

https://etd.uwc.ac.za/



	Title page:Diversity and cultural Pluralism with regard to Globalization and the Universality of the Message of Islam: A study on the Fundamentals of Discourse in a Diverse and Multiplex World
	Abstract
	Keywords



