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Cohesion and Coherence in Ibrahim Al-Koni's Narratives Discourse
with Special Reference to Al-Bahth an al-makan al-dhaya [In Search
of the Lost Place]: A Text-linguistics Approach

Abstract

The proposed study aims to analyse the narrative discourse of the Arab
novelist Ibrahim al-Koni with special reference to his novel A/-Bahth an
al-makan al-dhaya [In Search of the Lost Place|. As the title justifiably
indicates, it is not only a search for a lost place but a persistent search for an
identity and for a lost culture that has been marginalized and brushed aside.
The narrative style of Ibrahim al-Kouni in general abounds with the use
of stylistic and rhetorical devices that have distinguished his writings from
those of other Arab novelists. While the narrative discourse of some Arab
novels has been tackled from the perspective of Arabic classical rhetoric, very
tew studies have used contemporary critical discourse analysis methods in the
study of Arabic literary texts in general and fictional prose in particular. The
proposed study will therefore attempt to analyze two of the textuality
standards in al-Kowuni's A/-Bahth an al-makan al-dhaya [Searching for the
Lost Place], namely cohesion and coherence. The selection of these two
standards does not mean that other standards such as acceptability,
informativity and situationality (de Beaugrande and Dressler, 1981) are not
important. The proposed study however argues that those standards can be

tackled as part of cohesion and coherence. The theoretical and conceptual
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framework of the study will use an eclectic approach that combines concepts
from Arabic classical rhetoric, text linguistics as expounded by de
Beaugrande and Dressler (De Beaugrande and Dressler, 1981) and Halliday's
Systemic Functional Linguistics (Halliday, 1985; Halliday and Matthiessen,
2004; Halliday Michael and Hasan, 1976) . The use of those models will
enable us to analyze the literary text under investigation structurally,
semantically and stylistically. In other words, the combination of the models
can help us to analyze the textual and extra-textual aspects of the novel
including lexico-grammatical, contextual and rhetorical mechanisms. The
study will use both qualitative and quantitative research methods. The
qualitative part will attempt a descriptive content analysis of some chapters
of the novels and how coherence and cohesion were achieved. The
quantitative component on the other hand will use corpora tools to analyze
how textual coherence can be achieved through theme, rheme, transitivity
and appraisal and thus contribute to the coherence and informativity of the
text.

Keywords

Ibrahim al-Kouni, narrative discourse, A/-Bahth an al-makan al-dhaya
[Searching for the Lost Place], textual - context - functional -~ semiotics -

linguistics - cohesion - coherence




1. Introduction

Novel is a literary genre that has attracted adequate attention from
contemporary critics. Novel may have a great ability to invest creative
materials such as diction as well as style, ideas, emotions and feelings. It
eftectively portrays characters by presenting their positions in society and life
in a more comprehensive manner. It is likely to tackle various cultural,
moral, religious and political issues.

Unlike other literary genres in Arabic literature, the novel has a more recent
history. Arabic novel flourished "as part of a cultural movement that gained
impetus in the nineteenth century' (Allen, 2017:49). The emergence of
novel came as a result of "the interplay of two cultural forces: the importation
of Western ideas (including literary genres) and the role of the premodern
Arab-Islamic cultural heritage" (Allen, 2017:49).

A famous Arabic philosopher and novelist is Ibn Tufail, who is most famous
for writing the first philosophical novel, Hayy ibn Yagdhan in the 12%
century (or Philosophus Autodidacts, the 17th-century Latin title)
(McGinnis and Reisman, 2007:284).

It had a major role in the emergence of the Western novel and the
establishment of many literary masterpieces of thought and world literature,
such as Robinson Crusoe, by Daniel Defoe (1660 - 1731 AD), which was

published in 1719 (Dewji, 2014; Verde, 2014). The novel talks about human




behavior when forced to live alone and in a secluded environment. Another
story based on Ibn Tufail is 7The Jungle Book (1894), written by Rudyard
Kipling (1865-1936), and 1s a story that tells of a foundling child, Mowgli,
who grows up in an Indian jungle without human contact (Farmer, 1994,
Giinther, 2018).

The 20 century witnessed the emergence of great Arab and Adro-Arabs
novelists such as Taha Hussein, Najeeb Mahfoothe, Zaid Muteah Damaj, etc
to mention just a few.

The proposed study will focus on one of the novels of Ibrahim Al-Koni. He
1s a Libyan and prolific Arab novelist. His novel reflects the desert Bedouin
life and the lost rights of his minority group and ancestors. He belongs to
the Tuareg tribe [popularly known as "the veiled men". The Tuareg is a
Berber ethnic group that resided in the North of Africa specifically
Morocco, Algeria, Tunisiaand Libya. The tribe also spreads to a lesser extent
in other African countries such as Mauritania, northern Mali, and
northern Niger. Al-Kouni was born in the Fezzan Region, Ghadamis City
on the Libyan-Algerian borders in 1948. He completed his primary and
secondary education in the same city. He did his undergraduate studies in
comparative literature, and he received his Bachelor and Masters' degrees
from the Maxim Gorky Literature Institute in Moscow. He also worked as

a journalist in Moscow and Warsaw.




Al-Kouni had published extensively in the fields of novel, literary studies,
literary criticism, linguistics, history and politics. All his books, which
amounts to 80, were written in Arabic. Al-Kouni received numerous awards
and international accolades and he was named by the Lear, a French
magazine as one of the top world novelists. He was shortlisted for the Man
Booker International Prize and the Noble prize. The website of the
International Prize for Arabic Fiction (2009) says the following about him.
"He has lived in Switzerland since 1993, and written over 60 novels, short
stories, poems and aphorisms, all inspired by the desert. Some works have
been translated into 35 languages, including eight into German and six into
French" . Apart from Al-Bahth an al-makan al-dhaya [In Search of the Lost
Place], which was translated into English by William M Hutchins as The
Seven Veils of Seth and published by Garnet Publishing in (2008), Al-Koni
has three other works in English translation. These novels are Bleeding of
the Stone which was translated by May Jayyusi and Christopher Tingley,
Anubis, translated by William M Hutchins and Gold Dust, translated by
Elliot Colla. Al-Koni received the Mohamed Zefzaf Prize for the Arabic
Novel in 2005 and the 2008 Sheikh Zayed Award for Literature in 2008.
The proposed study will focus on one of his novels, namely, Al-Bahth an al-
makan al-dhaya [In Search of the Lost Place]. The novel like most of his
other novels combines both realism and myths. It is laden with unique

linguistic, literary, intellectual and ideological features.
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First, we will follow the embryonic harbingers of the emergence of textual
science and its concepts among Westerners and Arabs. We will also apply
some of those theories in our analysis of the novel. In particular, the study
will highlight two of the seven standard of textuality suggested by de
Beaugrande and Dressler (1981). These standards are cohesion and
coherence.

We will analyze the cohesive and coherence devices used by the novelist to
communicate the sociocultural and political aspects of the Libyan society in
general and the life of his minority group in particular. The study argues that
other standards of textuality are essential for the coherence and cohesion of
the narrative texts and they should not be ignored. For a better
understanding of the text and its meaning, the study will therefore also be
based on the treatment of Halliday and Hasan (1976) for the concept of
cohesion. For them, cohesion is a semantic concept which refers to relations
of meaning that exist within a text, defines it as a text and differentiates it
from non-text (Halliday and Hasan 1976:2). The Systemic Functional
Linguistics framework, with a focus on the textual metafunction, serves as a
tool for analyzing cohesion, thematic structures and thematic development
of the texts.

2. The significance of study
The proposed study will shed light on the narrative discourse of one of the

most well-known Arab writers, Ibrahim Al-Koni, who excelled in more
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than one field of knowledge. Despite the attention he received in the
Western world there i1s a dearth of studies that shed light on him and his
literary productions in the Arab world. Some of his works have been
translated into more than 38 languages, and this indicates the rich literary
value contained in his novels, which is reflected in language as a feature.

As far as the researcher is aware, the study is the first of its kind that tackles a
work of Ibrahim Al-Koni from the perspectives of both classical Arab
rhetoric and Western theories of text linguistics. It combines classical
approaches of Arabic rhetoric with western contemporary approaches such
as Halliday's functional theory (Halliday, 1985; Halliday and Matthiessen,
2004; Halliday Michael and Hasan, 1976) and Beugrande and Dressler's
textual approach (De Beaugrande and Dressler, 1981). This will help in a
more accurate analysis of a text and interpretation of its meaning. The novel
has unique stylistic features and it abounds in the use of intertextuality. The
excessive use of intertextuality reflects the impact of Arabic heritage on the
novelist. It also reflects the identity of the author and his willingness to
unravel the rich Arab civilization and heritage and highlighting it. The lack
of understanding to these intertextual aspects will undoubtedly disturb the
coherence of the text and the various ideational, interpersonal and textual
meanings deployed in the text.

3. The problem of study




The idea of the research came as a result of the lack of studies in the Arab
world that shed light on the literary works of Ibrahim Al-Koni. In addition,
despite the significance of contemporary approaches to the analysis of texts
in general and literary genres in particular, the majority of existing studies in
the Arab World focus mainly on the contributions of Arab novelists in
general rather than the critical analysis of their various works. In addition,
studies that tackled the narrative discourse of Al-Koni and others adhere
strictly to classical Arabic rhetorical studies and completely ignores modern
Western literary theories or Western analytical approaches, which certainly
contributes to a better analysis of Arabic literary texts

4. Aims and objectives

The study aims to critically analyze the linguistic and stylistic features of Al-
Koni's A/-Bahth an al-makan al-dhaya [In Searching of the Lost Place]. The
objectives of the study are to:

1- find out the most frequent cohesive devices in Ibrahim Al-Koni's A/-
Bahth an al-makan al-dhaya [In Searching of the Lost Place].

2-find out the thematic structure devices adopted by Ibrahim Al-Koni in the
novel.

3~ find out to what extent stylistic and aesthetic devices contribute to the
textual cohesion in the novel.

4- investigate how Halliday's metafunctions are realized in the narrative text.




5- find out what types of intertextuality are employed by Ibrahim Al-Koni
in the novel.

5. Study questions
The study will attempt to answer the following questions:
1 - What cohesive devices are used in Al-Kouni's A/-Bahth an al-makan al-
dhaya?
2 - What are the strategies followed by Al-Kouni to ensure the cohesion and
coherence of the novel.?
3- What are the extra linguistic features used in in Al-Kouni's A/-Bahth an
al-makan al-dhaya?
4 - What are the stylistic and aesthetic devices employed by Al-Kouni in the
novel under investigation?
5 To what extent the novel has been informative and what transitivity
processes are deployed in Al-Kouni's narrative discourse?

6. Literature review
As stated earlier, the analysis of Arabic fictional texts has greatly relied upon
the approaches of classical Arabic rhetoric. A considerable number of studies,
have attempted to analyze novels from that perspective. For instance,
narrative frequency has been explored in many studies. Examples of these
studies are Maleezi's study about the manifestations of the eloquence of
narrative frequency and its forms in Samir Quasimi’s tasreeh bi-dya’a

(Declaration of Loss) (Maleezi, 2019), Al-Mahoos's study on narrative
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frequency in Abdu Khal's 7armi bi-sharar (She Throws Sparks) (Al-Mahoos,
2021) and Rabeh's study on the same technique in Abdul-Hameed bin
Hadoofa's Ghadan youmun jadeed (Tomorrow is a new day) (Rabeh, 2008).
Another rhetorical aspect that attarcted the attention of some researchers is
that of poetic image. Butarn (2018) examined the aesthetic values of the
poetic image in the novel A/-isq al-mugadas(The Sacred Love), Inasimilar
vein, Swesi and Rowaybeh (2019 explored the poetic allegory in Najeeb Al-
Kilani's Hamaat Salam (The Dove of Peace) and Baghdush (2016) examined
the poetic language in Waseenu Al-araj's tauq al-yasmeen (The Jasmine
Ring) to mention just a few.

However, there is a dearth of studies that employ text linguistics in the
analysis of stylistics features of Arabic literary genres including novel. In what
tollows we will survey some of those studies and we will then state how our
study 1s going to difter from them.

Bo-Derbala (2015) examined the concept of text from the perspective of
Arab heritage and textual linguistics. It also investigates the cohesive devices
in an Arab feminist novel, namely A/~Aswad yaleeq bik 'Black Suits You'
by Ahlam Mosteghanemi.

Shaheen (2012) highlighted the significance of using text linguistics theories
such as textuality standards in the study of Arabic classical Rhetoric. This
study argued that addressing the seven standards of textuality, which were

identified by de Beaugrande and Dressler (De Beaugrande and Dressler,
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1981) collectively, is more feasible than if they were studied in pieces. They
complement each other, to provide a clear vision in dealing with text's
production and reception.

Afeefi (2001) emphasized the significance of text grammar, unlike structural
grammar in the study of the thematic unity of Arabic classical poetic texts.
The study challenges the view of some critics that the pre-Islamic poetry
lacks thematic unity in the sense a poem has different themes and functions.
The study pointed out that text grammar in general and the devices of
coherence and cohesion in particular can be employed to aptly analyze the
thematic unity of such poems. In a similar vein, Maslouh (1991) stated how
coherence and cohesion show the thematic unity and the creativity of Bin
Ajlan's Al-Marqgesh al-asghar. Undoubtedly, the cohesion and coherence in
the poem do not only assist in the analysis of the structural aspects of the text
but in the generation of meaning and the clarification of the mental and
psychological connotations. Grammar is not an end by itself but a means to
an end , which is the creation of meaning.

The standard of intertextuality in Abdul-Hameed bin Hadoofah's Ghadan
youm jadeed. was also tackled in a recent study (Ben Kharoof, 2019).

In so far asmodern Arabic poetry is concerned, Al-Rabaah (2019) conducted
a study on textuality in the poems of one of the Saudi contemporary poets,
namely Muhammad Hashim Rashid. The study examined the seven

standards of textuality (De Beaugrande and Dressler, 1981) . The analysis of
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those standards in their totality can facilitate a better critical discourse analysis
of poetic texts and the themes, literary and rhetorical devices which are
deployed in them.

The elements of textual coherence in the Saudi Women's novel was also
investigated (Al-Dhuwayehi, 2017). The study provided a descriptive
textual analysis of five selected Saudi feminist novels. It focused on the
cohesive devices as well as unique linguistic structures and forms used in
those novels with a view to achieving interconnection between the parts of
texts and the coherence of texts at large.

In a similar vein, Jaafari (2014) analyzed textuality standards in a/-anah wa
al-ghufraan (The Diwan of Curse and Forgiveness) by Izz al-Din Mihoubi
with aview to finding out the various stylistic mechanisms used by the poet
and their contribution to textual cohesion.

A paratextual analysis of visual images in Abdul-Hameed bin Hadoofah's
Ghadan youm jadeedwas also attempted in a study by T. Benyob (Benyob,
2008). Paratext is a widely-used concept in literary interpretation. Ghadan
youm jadeed abounds in the use of other non-textual material supplied by
the author. These added elements form a frame for the main text, and can
change the reception of a text or its interpretation by the public. The author
concours with Genette who describes paratext as "a fringe of the printed text

which in reality controls one's whole reading of the text' (Genette, 1997:1-

2).




Apart from the standard of cohesion which seems to draw more attention in
literature, Ashor and Abdullah (2016) tackled the two textual concepts of
intentionality and acceptability from the perspectives of critics and ancient
rhetoricians and modern linguistics. The study argued that the textual theory
depends on the idea of the open text that benefited from the results of the
theories of reading and interpretation; It stresses that the elements of textual
cohesion and semantic coherence mechanisms represent the clues that the
recipient is familiar with in generating meaning and interpreting the intent,
and they have a great impact on the process of understanding and the
acceptability of the text.

As for sacred texts, Al-Halawani (2003) reflects the importance of re-
reading the text and the concept of the Qur’anic inimitability in the light of
text linguistics and discourse analysis. The research includes insights from the
viewpoint of the classical heritage: rhetoric and interpretation. In particular,
the study investigated how notions such as the context of situation, concepts
of pragmatics and serniotics may contribute to understanding and analysing
a text. The utilization of those linguistic concepts presents a new approach
to the study of Qur'anic text in context. Undoubtedly, this entails attention-
shift away from 'incidental incompatibilities among languages' and toward
'the systematic communicative factors shared by [all] languages' (De

Beaugrande, 1978:12).




Similarly, Mustapha and bin Abdullah (2018) examined the informativity
standard in some verses of the Noble Qur’an. The study mainly focused on
the aspect of the analogue in some verses of The Noble Qur'an as well as

hurif mugqgattaat, "disjoined letters" or ‘disconnected letters’, By
disconnected letter, we refer to a luster of one and five Arabic letters which
figure at the beginning of 29 surah’s "chapters" of the Noble Quran_[

In a similar vein, ElI-Awa (2006/2017) dealt with the analysis of textual
relations in the Holy Qur’an. The organic unity of the Quran or what we
call in Arabic the study of Munasabah is an intersection between Quranic
interpretations or 7afsir and linguistics. Whether or not the Qur’anic sura
exhibits an organic unity has been a matter of debate among scholars of
Quranic studies. Some scholars such as Mustafa Sadiq al-Raficy, Muhammad
Rashid Rida, and more recently Muhammad Rajab al-Bayyumy, are of the
opinion that the Qur’anic sura may contain a wide variety of topics which
are not necessarily related as themes. The coherence of Quranic chapters, on
the other hand, resides in the fact "they are unified by the fact that they all
serve in conveying the preaching of Islam to mankind, in addition to the
physical and spiritual unity that may be expressed in terms o f the rhythms
and rhymes dominating any particular sura"(El-Awa 2006:125). The study
concluded that a pragmatic analysis of relations between utterances or
segments of the text will unravel aspects of coherence in the Quranic

chapters. Of particular significance to the analysis of textual relation is the
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Muqatta%CA%BFat#cite_note-Massey2005-3

Relevance Theory of communication, which emphasizes the role of context
while interpreting relations between utterances or sentences. According to
this theory the notion of ‘relevance’ is what determines textuality. An analyst
does not pay attention to the grammatical structure of the text or at the
cohesive devices that link sentences together, but to the information
expressed in each item of the text. An item could be a word, a sentence or a
paragraph. The analysis of textual relations in the Holy Quran along the lines
of the relevance theory is likely to change the way we think of structures of
suras and can enable linguists as well as scholars of tafseerto analyze them in
a more systematic manner.

[t 1s worthwhile to mention that text linguistic theories including standards
of textuality and coherence and cohesion in particular were also employed
in the translation quality assessment of translated literary texts from and into
Arabic. Of these studies are (Al-Kanani and Saidi, 2017; Al-Sowaidi, 2011;
Mohammed, 2011).

The proposed study is different from the above studies in a number of
aspects. Firstly, it will attempt a comprehensive analysis of coherence and
cohesion based on quantitative and qualitative methods taken into
consideration classical Arab rhetoricians' viewpoints of text and modern
theories of text linguistics. The narrative discourse of Al-Koni will be better
interpreted if the coherence devices and relations in the text are stated. This

understanding of the text will not be possible unless we consider the text in
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its context as well as the various ideational, interpersonal and textual
meanings deployed in it. In our view, classical Arabic rhetorical approaches
should not be used in solo and they need to be coupled with modern
linguistic theories and this is what we try to do in this study. In our view,
this research 1s one of the studies that balance heritage and modernity. We
do acknowledge the significance of both while studying literary genres.
After all, both classical rhetoric and criticism on the one hand and text
linguistics on the other hand share something in common. They are both
concerned with the production and reception of discourse or text
7. Theoretical framework

The proposed study will attempt a critical discourse analysis for the novel
under investigation. In fact, there is no a homogenous model for textual
analysis and this view is supported by some proponents of CDA such as Van
Dik (1993) and (Fairclough, 1995, 2001, 2003). Van Dyk (1993:131)
argues, ‘Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA)' is obviously not a homogenous
model, nor a social school or paradigm, but at most a shared perspective on
doing linguistics, semiotics or discourse analysis’. Fairlough and Wodak
(1997:271-280) list down the basic assumptions of CDA as follows:

1. CDA addresses social problems
2. Power relations are discursive

3. Discourse constitutes society and culture
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4. Discourse does ideological work

5. Discourse is historical

6. The link between text and society is mediated

7. Discourse analysis is interpretative and explanatory

8. Discourse 1s a form of social action.

Drawing upon these perspectives of CDA, the proposed study will analyse
Ibrahim Al-Koni's Al-Bahth an al-makan al-dhaya [In Search of the Lost
Place]|, "which like any other ideologically invested discourse, both
influences and is influenced by societal and cultural practices of a social
setting” (Rizwan, 2011:6). In doing so, the study will use an eclectic solid
approach that combines classical Arabic rhetoric and modern linguistic
theories. To be more precise, the study will employ embellishment
techniques as elucidated in Arabic rhetoric, De Beaugrand and Dressler's
standards of textuality and Halliday's Systemic Functional Linguistics. These
theoretical underpinnings will be discussed in details. This proposal will also
show how they will serve the methodology of the study and analysis of the
narrative discourse under investigation.

7.1. Halliday and Hasan's theory of cohesion

Halliday and Hasan (1976) developed their theory of cohesion and

coherence within the framework of systemic functional linguistics, focusing
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on linguistic or textual cohesion. In their discussion of textual cohesion, they
showed the basic tools that help determine whether or not a number of
sentences constitute a meaningful text. In other words, they identified the
linguistic features that contribute to the unity of the text and creates its
texture (1.e., its status of being a text). As they (Halliday and Hasan, 1976:2)
point out "A text has texture and this is what distinguishes it from something
that is not a text.... The texture is provided by the cohesive RELATION
that exists between [items of information]." Hence, cohesion , for, Halliday
and Hasan (Halliday and Hasan, 1976) is treated as a semantic concept that is
concerned with the relations of meaning that exist within a text and
contributes to its texture. Text was defined by them as a semantic unit which
refers to any spoken or written passage, of whatever length, that forms a
unified whole. In this sense, a text does not consist of sentences, but it is
realized by or encoded in sentences that are linked together by cohesive
relationships. They (Halliday and Hasan, 1976) introduced a taxonomy of
cohesive devices and distinguished for the first time between grammatical
and lexical cohesion. Grammatical cohesion is divided into four types as
tollows:

1. Reference, which can be identified as the situation in which one element
cannot be semantically interpreted unless it is referred to another element in
the text. Examples of referring devices are pronouns, articles,

demonstratives, and comparatives.
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2. substitution: It occurs when an item is replaced by another item in the text
to avoid repetition.

3. Ellipsis is the process of omitting an unnecessary item, which has been
mentioned earlier in a text, and replacing it with nothing. It is similar to
substitution because “Ellipsis is simply substitution by zero” (Halliday and
Hasan, 1976)

4. Conjunctions are linking devices between sentences or clauses in a text.
Unlike the other grammatical devices, conjunctions express the ‘logical-
semantic’ relation between sentences rather than between words and
structures (Halliday and Hasan, 1976). In other words, they structure the text
in a certain logical order that is meaningful to the reader or listener.
Conjunctions are divided into four types, namely additive, adversative,
causal, and temporal.

Lexical cohesion, on the other hand, is realized by the selection of
vocabulary items. According to Halliday and Hasan (1976:274), this category
of cohesion refers to “the cohesive effect achieved by the selection of
vocabulary”. Lexical cohesions, therefore, do not intrinsically involve
grammatical cohesive ties; it rather involves meaningful connections in text
that are created through the use of lexical items (Bloor and Bloor, 2004).
Two main categories of lexical cohesion are identified by (Halliday and
Hasan, 1976), namely reiteration and collocation. The former refers to two

items that share the same referent and it comes in various forms such as
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repetition, superordination (hyponymy and meronymy), synonymy and
antonymy. Collocation, on the other hand, refers to a combination of lexical
items that co-occur together. It includes combinations of adjectives and
nouns such as, ‘fast food’, verbs and nouns such as, ‘run out of money’, and
other items such as, ‘men’ and ‘women’ (Paltridge, 2012). In a sense, both
forms of cohesion are inextricably linked. Conjunctions, as a category of
cohesive device, for instance, stands on a borderline between grammatical
and lexical cohesion. However, it is lexical cohesion that greatly contributes
to the textuality (Lehmann, 1985:107). Halliday and Hasan (1976:13)
acknowledged the presence of additional cohesive relations saying:
There are, of course, other types of semantic relation associated with
a text which are not embodied in this concept [of cohesion]; but the
one that it does embody is in some ways the most important, since it
1s common to text of every kind and is, in fact, what makes a text a
text. Halliday and Hasan (1976:13).
Thus, the analysis of cohesion according to Hallidayan theory (Halliday and
Hasan, 1976), should consider both textual structure and macrostructure.
While textual structure or micro-structure occurs within a clause and can be
described in terms of the Functional Sentence Perspective (FSP) as discussed
by Danes (1974), among others, macrostructure refers to the genre

conventions or text-type such as a poem, a novel, a letter or a legal contract.




Although Halliday and Hasan have not clearly distinguished between
cohesion and coherence, their taxonomy of cohesive markers and semantic
relationships that contribute to texture has led to some further studies on the
two concepts as evidenced in the works of (De Beaugrande and Dressler,
1981) and (Brown and Yule, 1983).

7.2. De Beaugrande and Dressler's theory

De Beaugrande and Dressler (1981) clearly distinguished between cohesion
and coherence. According to their text linguistic theory, cohesion is
associated with the continuity of occurrences realised by syntax, and it
operates in short-term or working memory. Coherence, on the other hand
1s associated with the continuity of senses encoded in a configuration of
concepts and relations, and it operates in long-term or semantic memory.
De Beaugrande and Dressler (1981:49) have also attempted a taxonomy of
cohesive devices. Among the most important ones are:

1. Recurrence: The straightforward repetition of elements or pattern.

2. Partial recurrence: The shifting of already used elements to difterent

classes (e.g. from verb to noun).
3. Parallelism: Repeating a structure but filling it with new elements.
4. Paraphrase: Repeating content but conveying it with different

expressions.

5. Ellipsis: Repeating a structure and its content but omitting some of
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the surface expressions (De Beaugrande and Dressler, 1981:49)

De Beaugrande and Dressler (1981:50-53) demonstrated successtully how
and in what order cohesive links are formed within and between the major
units of syntax.

In closely-knit units such as phrases, clauses, and sentences, cohesion 1is
upheld by fitting elements into short-range grammatical dependencies. In
long-range stretches of text, the major operation is discovering how already
used elements and patterns can be re-used, moditied, or compacted. [This
tunction 1s fulfilled by such cohesive devices as recurrence, paraphrase, pro-
forms, ellipsis and junction] via repetition, substitution, omission, and
signalling relationships. (De Beaugrande and Dressler, 1981:54).

In their view, the different cohesive devices play a vital role in textuality
which rests on the principle of continuity. This continuity does not only lie
in the surface structures of grammatical units such as phrases, clauses and
sentences but also between concepts and relations, as well as text-world
events and situations. The device of junction or the "use of junctive
expressions’ (De Beaugrande and Dressler, 1981:71) including subordinating
junctives such as because, since, when and while makes the common types
of coherence relations explicit. In the absence of devices , information gaps
can be noticeable (De Beaugrande and Dressler, 1981:70). Some devices the

likes of tense, aspect, FSP and intonation operate between coherence and




cohesion, but they still overtly signal relations within or among text-world
events and relations.

Coherence, according to this text linguistic approach refers to "the outcome
of actualizing meanings in order to make 'sense' [of a text]" (De Beaugrande
and Dressler, 1981:109). In other words, it 1s the deciding factor in how
content is received as a text. Only coherent sequences of characters can be
interpreted as text by the receiver (Gliick and Rdédel 2016: 342) in (Sterz,
2018). Coherence is responsible for the flow and the continuity of senses in
a text (Sterz, 2018). The coherence of a text will not be possible should the
configuration of concepts and relations of a text not match the receivers’
prior knowledge of the world (De Beaugrande and Dressler, 1981:86). Thus,
the contextual consistency of texts is essential for the coherence of any text.
If the receiver of a text cannot find out such continuity, the text will be
regarded as non-sensical.

De Beaugrande and Dressler made a clear distinction between meaning and
sense when it comes to the perception of content in a text (1981: 88). For
them, “meaning” is the term used to designate the potential or a language
expression for conveying knowledge. However, the term “sense” refers to
the knowledge actually conveyed by expressions occurring in a text (De
Beaugrande and Dressler, 1981:88). While many expressions may have
several virtual lexical meanings, they usually convey one sense in a text (De

Beaugrande and Dressler, 1981:88).
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7.3. Semantic embellishments in Arabic Rhetoric

[t can be argued that some of the cohesive devices proposed by
contemporary western linguists have been part and parcel of classical Arabic
rhetoric. It is the contention of the proposed study that Arab rhetoricians
paid adequate attention to the cohesion and the coherence of the text. In the
view of classical Arab rhetoricians, rhetoric is the compatibility of an
eloquent discourse to context (muymbaqat al-kalmm limuqgt,m al-.ml maca
faxm.atihl) and is attributed to cognition and to elegant discourse (Abdul-
Raof, 2006:16). It 1s concerned with the accurate selection of and
organization of lexical items in a given proposition. It is also concerned with
the order system (a/-nazm). Jamml /husn al-kalmm) (1.e., the elegance of
discourse), on the other hand, is concerned with the impact of discourse or
speech acts upon the audience/addressee. According to Abdul-Raof
(2006:16), Arabic rhetoric i1s "concerned with the semantics of stylistics
because one of its major objectives is the clarification of the features of
effective discourse". Arabic rhetorical studies include three main disciplines,
which even though they are independent, they are also interrelated. These
three disciplines are 7/m almaani (word order, i.e. semantic syntax), z/m al-
bayan (tigures of speech), and i/m al-badi (embellishments). In fact, classical

Arabic linguists have not drawn any distinctions among these disciplines, and




they have been used interchangeably. The first systematic distinction among
them dates to al-Sakkmki (d. 626 H) in the seventh Hijrah century.

For the purpose of this study, we will also refer to Semantic embellishments
devices used by Al-Koni to create the texture of his novel. These devices are

shown in Figure 1 below:

. . Antithesis Asteism Chiasmus
Multiple Personification Sarcasm
antithesis Evasive response
Epistrophe Exordium
i Hyperbole
E‘pltrop'e Semantic yp‘
Epizeuxis +— ) Litotes
) embellishments
Euphemism Conceit
Oxymoron Observation
Tapinosis .
i Paronomasia
Shift .
Quotation
Epanodos
Rhetotrlcal Scholastic Apostrophe ~ Affirmed
question approach dispraise

Semantic embellishments in Arabic rhetoric (Abdul-Raof, 2006:244)
8. Methodology

In order to accomplish this study, it is necessary to use several methods that
may serve the objectives of the research. Since the study is concerned with
the analysis of the narrative discourse of a novel and the cohesive devices and
coherence mechanisms the novelist employed to deliver his message and
ideology, it will be highly beneficial to use a descriptive qualitative research
methodology. In other words, qualitative research methodology will enable
us to analyse the literary-stylistic and textual aspects involved in the novel

under investigation, using the procedures of the analytical and interpretive
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approaches we have stated above. Examples of various grammatical and
lexical cohesive devices (De Beaugrande and Dressler, 1981; Halliday and
Hasan, 1976) (references, substitutions, conjunctions, collocations, elipsis,
parallelism, etc) will be extracted from the novel and analyzed qualitatively.
In a similar vein, representative examples of semantic embelishments
(Abdul-Raof, 2006) will be given and their role in the achievement of the
cohesion and coherence of the text will be explained.

The study will also attempt a corpus-based analysis of some chapters of the
novel. The corpus analysis will provide quantitative data that can be used for
triangulation and verification purposes. Hence, A corpus for a number of
chapters in the novels will be compiled using a corpus-building software that
suppots Arabic (e.g. SketchEngine). The corpus will be annotated and coded
with the various aspects of coherence and cohesion laden in the text. This
use of technology will enable us to obtain more accurate results about the
common stylistics features in the fictional text. In addition, the corpus will
be used for the transitivity analysis of the selected chapter(s). The
identification of the difterent processes involved in the text according to
Halliday's approach provides a better understanding of the meaning of the
literary text and thus the achiebvement of its coherence.

9. Ethical considerations




This research will not include any human participants. It is mainly concerned
with the content analysis of textual material (a novel in our case) which is
readily available for consumption in a public domain. The research does not
include any sensitive issues nor it pose any risks. Therefore, permission is not
required to consume and analyse the data.

10.Chapters outline

Chapter 1: Introduction

Chapter 2: Literature Review

Chapter 3: Literature Review

Chapter 4: Theoretical and Conceptual Framework

Chapter 5: Research Methodology

Chapter 6 Cohesive Devices in Al-Koni’s Al-Bahth an al-makan al-dhaya:

Chapter 7: Coherence and rhetorical structures in Al-Koni’s Al-Bahth an
al-makan al-dha

Conclusion: The results and recommendations that led to this study were
presented.

And then a list of sources and references that were reviewed for this study.
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