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A Critical and an Analytical Study of Sadeq Al-Naihoum’s Novel) Min Makkah ila Huna

(From Mecca to Here): Deconstructive and Structural Approaches Abstract

The emergence of the novel as a literary art and an expressive means, coincided with the
emergence of the Western Bourgeoisie and the dominance of Capitalist Relations of Production,
which is almost agreed upon by most critics and scholars of fictional art. The novel is a means of
expressing the complete life of a society or a certain historical period, and it tackles several
different life issues. It also benefits from various sciences such as philosophy, psychology and
others, indeed the novel Min Makkah ila huna (From Mecca to Here) by Sadeq Al-Naihoum is

evidence of this.

In this study we intend to embark on a critical and analytical approach to this novel through its
internal structures which constitute the technical and artistic rules of this literary work. These rules
and internal structures intertwine with each other to attain a complete, coherent system which
manifests itself in social rules, which is not separated from the living reality of this work of fiction.

This analytical and critical approach is based on the reliance of procedural tools concerning the
structural and deconstructive approaches towards this narrative text. By using these concepts and
procedural tools for this discourse, we can achieve the true significance of literary and critical
reading. This is in order to reconcile between structuralism in its formal form of the novel on the
one hand, and the dialectical thought of novelistic issues on the other hand, as a methodological

consideration through which we approach this case study.

This study also attaches great importance to the literary and artistic value of the narrative discourse
in the novel, by relying on the mechanisms of both the structural and deconstructive approaches,
in order to decipher the hieroglyphs and ciphers of the text, and extrapolate its implications and
semantic dimensions. Moreover, the study also investigates the transformations of the meaning of
the text between the structuralism and deconstructive theories, and monitors the relationship

between the novel and the reader and the interaction between them.
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1- Introduction

The novel is considered to be one of the most famous and distinguished prosaic literary arts in the
current era, which makes it the focus and target of researchers, writers, thinkers, critics and
scholars. Due to the birth of the Arab novel as a modern literary art at the beginning of the last
century it was able to absorb the contradictions of Arab societies. Its birth was closely linked to
the flourishing of the national awareness of Arab thinkers and writers, as it is considered a
reflection of political, social, cultural and purely humanitarian patterns and conditions
encompassing all its problems, concerns and ambitions. The novel, according to (Genevieve Idt,
110:1986) is considered to be an interconnected social institution, close in its connection with
reality in all its economic, political and social forms. Georg Lukécs is considered one of the first
critics who offered beneficial and meaningful theorisation about the fictional work through his
book "The Theory of the Novel™ issued in 1920. He regarded it as an epic pattern which
simultaneously depicts a number of human characters, as well as the social and natural
environment in which these characters interact amongst each other, that is, it depicts life

completely.

Sadeq Al-Naihoum’s, novel Min Makkah ila huna (From Mecca to Here) does not depart from this
context. We have chosen this narrative text with the objective to reveal the codes of its internal
structures, trying to explore its artistic creativity and explain its content, dimensions and goals.
Therefor in this approach we will rely on the two main structural and deconstructive criticism
theories, knowing that the structural approach is concerned only with the text and neglects all its
external components. The deconstructive approach however, relies on the reader or reading as a
basis for searching for the mysteries of this novelistic discourse and decoding its secrets and
various semantic dimensions, either esoteric or exoteric, as this theory considers reading to be a

form of creativity.
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2- Significance of the Study

The novel is one of the most prevalent literary genres among readers, critics and scholars in our
contemporary world because of its artistic elements such as suggestion and temptation.
Furthermore, it is an important literary means expressing the lived reality, elevating the reader to

the world of artistic and intellectual pleasure.

Every fictional work, such as this text which we will critically study and analyse, undoubtedly
contains a set of internal structures interconnected with each other to achieve its organic unit and
its coherent text that is inseparable from its social reality. On the basis of this, the author is the one
who lays the basic building blocks of the literary text and gives it the structure and coherence, so
that this structure of the text is in harmony with the structure of society. This is what was
confirmed by (Lucien Goldmann, 08:1984), that all thinking in the human sciences takes place
from within the society and not from outside and it is part of the intellectual life of this society,
therefore it is part of the overall social life. It is worth noting here, that most of the dialectical
sociological approaches utilized by Lucien Goldmann, stems from concepts previously put
forward by Georg Lukacs in his book “The Theory of the Novel”. According to the translation of
(Al-Hussein Sahban, 66:1988) Goldmann tried to connect the form and content of the novel with
real and social transformations dialectically, not from a reflection perspective, but from a
symmetric basis. As for (Abdul Karim Ghallab, 1972:135), he pointed out that fictional art has
developed tremendously in the modern era and it has fought in all walks of life, including tragedy
and comedy and has advanced in style and subject, taking different means in performance. This
performance includes introduction, narration, dialogue, description, analysis, complexity,
solutions, etc. Moreover it, (the novel) also benefited from different human sciences, the most

important of which are psychology, philosophy and criminology.

The choice of this narrative text was not by chance or spontaneity, but was due to a cognitive
motivation confirmed by the desire of investigation and the benefit from various sources of
knowledge, especially from the modern and post-modern criticism theories. These theories were
of awide variety in the last decades of the last century until today and this diversity and multiplicity
is surprising and admirable as a result of the cognitive results that stem from these approaches.
More reasons for choosing this novel is that it is akin to a container that carries the lives of multiple

personalities with all its loads, expressing a lived social reality which is the Libyan society, and
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also because of my admiration for its author “Sadeq Al-Naihoum” who excelled in this field of

prose to demonstrate several aspects of life about the Libyan society through his narrative text. In

my attempt to explore this creative narrative discourse | will rely on two critical approaches:

-The structural approach as a methodological approach to analysing this narrative
discourse, being aware of its formal rigor that is concerned with the text from within, and
ignoring all external components. The understanding of structuralism can only be achieved
by understanding the structure as defined by its concept .(Bashir Taourirt, 29:2010) that it
is a form or “how” on which the “entity” exists, just as the structure of an “entity” means
that which is original and fundamental in it.

-The deconstructive approach as a methodological approach, tries to explain the essence of
the text and stand on its semantic and symbolic dimensions to further explore its creative
and literary value, knowing that this approach relies on reading or the reader as a basis for
interrogating the text to reach the desired results. What is the relationship of the two
methods to each other? What are the points of convergence and differences between them?

3- Aims of the Study

This study has a number of objectives, which we summarize as follows:

Shedding light on the Arabic novel Min Makkah ila huna (From Mecca to Here) by the author,

Sadeq Al-Naihoum, which has not been well studied and analysed because it raises sensitive

social, cultural and religious issues. This is because its author was influenced by Western

thought, culture and freedom of expression, which made him raise the so-called AlMaskiiti

‘anhu (taboo) in the Arab-Islamic culture, especially in the Libyan society.

Introducing the author’s thought and literature through his literary work, which we will
investigate by reading and analysing the components of his narrative structures in an
attempt to penetrate its creative world, which we find echoed in this novel. We will
furthermore aim to show how the novel reflects Arabic literature in the diaspora and the
impact of Western culture on it while preserving its identity in the sixties of the last century,
and to define the thought and philosophy of the author.
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e The comparison between structuralism and deconstruction through an applied study of the
novelist’s literary text to determine the principle of influence and impact thereof, the
common points and differences between the two approaches, and to identify their

procedural tools in dealing with this literary text.

e Highlighting the different transformations of the meaning of the narrative text by reading
it based on the procedural concepts of both the approaches, knowing that the position of
structuralism on the literary text is different from the point of view of the deconstructive
approach. Hence, we will also continue to highlight the most important ideas of each

methodology separately and its position on the narrative text.
4- Statement of the Problem

It is well known that modern and contemporary studies have multiplied and varied their methods
and approaches in dealing with the analysis of narrative text. This narrative discourse has attracted
the majority of these methodological approaches and the reason for this is due to the fact that it
has evoked the most historical landmarks and social phenomenon. It indeed reflects the social life
lived by the author, as he works through his literary text to accurately depict the lived reality with
all its details and merits, and it also adds a distinct artistic aesthetic to the reader or recipient.

Therefore, the structure of the narrative discourse of the novel revolves around the nature of the
relationship between the human intellectual structures. Also, how they are represented and
presented at the level of the transmission structures of the discourse of this narrative text under
study and the extraction of the functional structures in it and their connection with the prevailing
situation in Libyan society. On this basis, our choice of this topic focused on the structural and
deconstructive approaches to critically analyse this narrative text that is laden with several social,

religious, political, emotional, psychological and other values.

The question that then arises in this regard, is to what extent are these two approaches effective
and suitable, whose critical procedures differ in exploring the interior structures of the narrative

discourse, its decoding and ciphers, and the relationships between its structures and social reality?

To what extent can these two methods be used in analysing all the intellectual connotations

included in the narrative text, given that all exegesis and interpretations are the primary source of
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the text according to structural criticism, and that the deconstructive method considers that the text
is open to all readings, since the reader is the one who determines the meaning of the text and its

interpretations?
5- Research Questions

In order to accomplish this research, the methodological necessity requires us to ask the following

questions:

» What are the central ideas in the narrative structure of the novel Min Makkah ila huna
(From Mecca to Here) by Sadeq Al-Naihoum? Also, what is the artistic and literary value

of the narrative text?

» To what extent do the artistic structures of the novel reflect the intellectual structures of
its author "Sadeq Al-Naihoum™ including the social and cultural structures of the Libyan

society?

» How is the narrative text characterized by its semantic openness to several readings and

interpretations? How can we, as readers, grasp its external, textual structures?

» What are the most important critical terms that formed the terminological apparatus for
both structuralism and deconstruction as critical methods that were relied upon in

achieving this approach?

6- Scope of the Study
The scope of this study focuses on analysing the structure of the narrative discourse of Min

Makkah ila huna (From Mecca to Here) by the author, Sadeq Al-Naihoum, on the basis that it is
considered an artistic construct that is subject to laws and critical criteria, of which the artistic and
literary value of the narrative text is determined by how the lines of man, universe and the self,
intersect with aesthetic dimensions. The limitation of the study also attempts to adopt the structural
and deconstructive approaches as a methodological approach based on their procedural tools, to
probe the depths of the narrative text and to stand on its most important interpretive dimensions,
knowing that the position of each approach to the text is different from the other.
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7- Methodology of the Research

The nature of the study of any literary phenomenon requires reliance on a critical method which

is parallel to the nature of the studied discourse.

Also, sometimes in the adoption or use of several combined approaches, especially with regard to
the analysis of the narrative discourse as is the case in this study, and our attempt to penetrate this
creative world, the methodological necessity forced us to rely on the analytical approach. It is
through this that we seek to probe the depths of the novel and decipher many of its codes, linguistic
symbols, semantic dimensions, and decipher its mysteries through its various structures. Doing
this of course, depends on two basic critical approaches which we will rely upon in this analytical

approach:
7.1The Structural Approach

This approach deals with the internal linguistic structure of the narrative text, focusing only on its
textual structural layout, its systems and linguistic structures pertaining to its linguistic contexts
without the need for any external influences from the text, such as the social and historical
circumstances of the narrative text, nor the ideological or psychological influences of the writer
who lays the foundation of the literary text. Accordingly, therefore the structural approach in
studying the text as asserted by (Jean Piaget, 1985:9) stems from the postulate that the structure is
self-sufficient and its perception does not require resorting to any of its elements alien to it and its
nature, and thus the text is a structure consisting of elements, and the latter are subject to structural
laws that tighten the parts of the literary textual entity. This is what we seek to apply through this

analytical approach.
7.2The Deconstructive Approach

We seek to use and employ this approach in this critical and analytical study as a new way to
critically read the fictional text, as it considers that the text is inconsistent and therefore tends to
deconstruct and each reader interprets the literary work in their own way, given that the literary
text is open to many different interpretations. Therefore, its connotations are multiple and infinite,
and every reading negates the one before it and the absence of the centrality of the text as Jacques
Derrida himself asserts, is the essence of deconstruction and indeed the text has no value in the

absence of the reader. It is from this point of view on reading this narrative discourse Min Makkah
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ila huna (From Mecca to Here) by the author, Sadeq Al-Naihoum, that we can define its

connotations and dimensions and explore its creative and artistic worlds.

In the light of these two methods that are characterized by their strict formality, we will attempt to
penetrate this narrative work to discover and perceive the secrets of its discourse on the one hand,
and on the other hand, we are looking at the transformations of the narrative text between the two

approaches.
8- Theoretical Framework

It is well known that the narrative discourse in general and the Arab narrative discourse
particularly, has been subjected to several different critical studies during its creative process.
These different approaches attempt to explain its textual nature and the secrets of its existence,
including its relationship to the author, who is considered to be the one who sets out the foundation
of its structure and relationship of this literary text. This literary text therefore reflects the structure
of society as a whole, since the novel is considered to be a social institution which ultimately

reflects societal reality.

In line with the multiplicity of modern critical approaches which characterized the critical and
creative arena, our choice of the novel was an exploratory reading to discover its creative and
intellectual world, in order to have a deeper understanding of the interpretation of this narrative
text in its cultural, hermeneutic and linguistic dimensions. The researcher indeed relied on the
structural and deconstructive approaches as a theoretical framework in analysing the structures of
this narrative discourse, despite the methodological rigor of each of them. Structuralism is strictly

concerned with the text from within, and ignores and excludes all its external components.

Jean Piaget (Jean Piaget, 1985: 09) defined that the structure is self-sufficient and does not require
its realization by resorting to any of its elements alien to it and its nature, and thus the text is a
structure consisting of elements which are subject to structural laws that tighten the parts of the
literary textual entity. The characteristics of the structure, as defined by Piaget, consist of three
elements: totality, transformations, and internal organization. The structure in its general concept
of totality, as asserted by (Al-Ajimi, 1993:357) is that it consists of coherent internal elements so
that it becomes complete in itself and is not a formation of separate elements, but rather it is a cell

or unit that operates with its own laws that constitute its nature and the nature of its essential
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components. These components gather to provide in its totality other properties or characteristics

which is more comprehensive than what the sum of each is separately.

In addition to structuralism as a critical approach concerned with the text, or as a textual method
which ignores all contextual aspects of the text, the deconstruction theory however, focuses on

research within the text and ignores all its external contexts. In this regard

Abdullah Al-Ghadami confirms (Abdullah Muhammad Al-Ghadami, 2006:11), that the literary
discourse and its link to criticism have become a great concern and preoccupation to scholars and
researchers of language and literature since the middle of the twentieth century. This is due to what
the fields of knowledge such as structuralism and deconstructive theories are doing, which is
focusing on research within the text. These two approaches are considered post-modern and we
can say that our reliance on these two approaches in this analytical and critical study, clearly proves
that there is no single theory that can provide the correct answer for evaluating a literary work as
is the case for this novel. Therefore, good literary work varies according to reading and the

competency of the reader.

Deconstructionism is a philosophical concept as presented by the philosopher (Jacques Derrida:
2004, 1930) in his book De la grammatologie (1967) “Of Grammatology” in which we find he did
not define it precisely. The deconstructive method demonstrates that there is no single explanation
for the meaning of any text from literary texts, but rather there are unlimited interpretations of the
text according to the type of readers, and therefore deconstructionism is a method of understanding
the relationship between text and meaning, as many critics and scholars see this critical method as
an innovative way to read texts and a new model for writing. Furthermore, according to the
deconstructive approach, the text is open to all interpretations, and every reader of the text can
interpret it in their own way, by reproducing and rewriting it, and that every reading disregard
what came before it and it is therefore considered a new reading.

9- Literature Review

In order to complete this critical-analytical study for the novel, we will rely on suitable and
important Western and Arabic sources that were concerned with the art of the novel as a literary
form. We will also utilize those sources that adopted the structural and deconstructive approaches

in application and theorizing according to the modern critical view, be it through works translated
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into Arabic, especially those from French or English literature and others, or through which Arab
critics and scholars produced in their theorizations of the Arab novelist work during its creative

historical process.

Most critics and scholars of fiction generally agree that it arose and emerged as a literary genre
with the emergence of the Western bourgeoisie and the dominance of capitalist production
relations. Hegel (G.W. F. Hegel: 1770-1831) is considered to be the first to present theories about
the novel by linking its form and content to the structural transformations that was known to the
European community and is still continuously known today. We find in his book “Lectures on the
Philosophy of History” (Hegel, 2007:32) he acknowledges the existence of a temporal and
conceptual relationship with the event and that it is mainly related to man and his civilizational
development. He has also limited the curricula in which history was written into three basic

programs:

The original, theoretical, and philosophical history. These divisions apply to historians and are
similar to the novelists of history, which was confirmed by (Abdul Latif Mahfouz, 2011: 129),
who indicated that the history that the historian writes while he is living in the origin and source
of the events, is similar to the realistic and natural novel. This is characterized by an attempt to
describe the established dialectic between the active forces within the perceived reality that
struggle with the aim of changing or fixing it. The novelist's literary work in the opinion of
Mahfouz, expresses itself in a dialectical manner based on the fact that its internal laws are
considered to be truly artistic laws. However, Hegel's theoretical attempt remained a theory unable
to provide a good theorization of the novel.

However, the real beginning of the novelistic study in its historical context began with

(Georg Lukécs, 1885 - 1971) in his book “La théorie du roman” (Theory of the Novel) issued in
1920. This literary genre was considered an epic pattern that simultaneously depicts human
destinies as well as the social environment, and the natural spaces in which these events occur.
The novel differs from the story in that it tends to portray life completely, albeit in an illusory and
imaginary way, and the end result is that the novel in the eyes of (Luké&cs, 1988:66) is a dialectical
literary genre that aims in its conclusion to reassure the reader on the system of the world. Itis the
heir of the epic in many of its structural artistic characteristics. Lukacs also tried to connect the

form and content of the novel with realistic and social transformations dialectically, as he
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considered the novelistic text as a form based on paradox and an expression of the discord in the

heart of life.
This was confirmed by (Samir Hijazi, 2004: 86) at the start of his commentary about Georg

Lukacs’ vision of the literary phenomenon, as he saw that literature is a historical phenomenon
that has its historical origins rooted in the depths of the struggle of societal classes. Furthermore,
in this context, the critic must rely on the rules that explains the inevitability of the relationship
between society and fictional art. In general, we can say that Lukacs’ study of the narrative text is

derived from social relations and intellectual structures surrounding the studied text.

With the development of linguistics and its investment in re-reading literary texts, this new reality
has produced a large number of studies and research that are inspired by the new criticism in its
various poetic, social and psychological trends in its French components, who were represented
by Claude Lévi-Strauss (1908-2008), Roland Barthes (1915 - 1980), Tzvetan Todorov (b.1939),
Michel Foucault (1926 - 1984), Lucien Goldmann (1913 - 1970), Gérard Genette (1930 - 2018),
Jacques Derrida (1930 - 2004), Jacques Lacan (1901 - 1981), Julia Kristeva (1941), A.J.Greimas
(1917 -1992) and the Paris Semiotic School of thought and other critics and researchers.

Structuralism became famous in the field of linguistics with the emergence of the works of the
Swiss linguist Ferdinand de Saussure. His book “Course in General Linguistics” which was
published in 1916, consists of lectures compiled by his most famous students, and it became one
of the most important works which is based on the concept of structuralism in Western culture.
Although de Saussure used the terms system or layout and did not use the term “structure”, his
research focused on the analysis of language in its general collective dimension as a self-sufficient
system. He also sought a structure with a simultaneous linguistic system, as contextual language
is not limited to diachronism, but rather to the relationship of meanings to each other to form a
synchronous system, where these relationships are interrelated. His focus leaned more towards
rules instead of expressions, and toward grammar instead of performance in order to establish a
linguistic and holistic system that required the suspension of the historical development of
language and the study of its simultaneous elements in a given moment. The important duality is
the antagonism between the synchronic and the diachronic in the study of the system. Thus, the
concept of structure by de Saussure constituted a fundamental concept represented in the

meaning/layout of the system. Structuralism has become a method and an intellectual doctrine with
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its ideological overtones, seeking to study the text in terms of a group of harmonious elements
among which a study of the “form” aims to explain its structure and clarify the artistic and aesthetic
aspects which is included in this textual form. Furthermore, it also contributes as emphasized by
(Said bin Karad, 1994: 16) in the process of the elements being mutually influenced and it is on
this basis that it explains the event through the structure. This structure is a complete integrated
system that consists of sounds, words, symbols, images and music. Therefore, it was said that the

structural analysis carries an intense and complex connotation.

Studying any literary phenomenon as is the case in this Arabic narrative discourse from the
structural point of view, means that the researcher or critic proceeds to implement it with all its
facts, details and elements objectively. This fact was confirmed by (John Sturrock, 1996: 22, 23)
who mentioned that the researcher or critic should not impose his thought or belief (ideological
background) so that it interferes in the study of a text, nor allow any external factors such as the
author's life or history to influence the construction of the text. Much has been written about the
disappearance of subjectivity under the shade of structuralism, meaning that structuralism touched
on the bias against essentialism to the extent of its denial of the existence of human beings, a
complete denial, to the extent of viewing the individual as nothing more than an unstable form

which is replaceable within a soulless system.

Linguistic structuralism according to (Julia Kristeva, 2009: 10) is considered a basic model for all
semantic systems, as the text is subject to a dual orientation towards the signifying pattern within
which was produced speech and language of a specific stage and society towards the social process.
Most of the formalistic structural tendencies as manifested by Claude Lévi-Strauss in
Anthropology, Jacques Lacan in Psychoanalysis, Louis Althusser in Contemporary Marxism, and
Roland Barthes in Literary Criticism all emphasize to study the structure devoid and alienated from
its function and its reality which produced it. Furthermore, these studies deal with the textual

structure from a critical formalist point of view emphasising the effect of its internal relationship.

(Roland G. Barthes 1915 — 1980) in the field of literary criticism and through his most important
works Le Degré Zéro de [’écriture (1953) “Writing Degree Zero”, Mythologies (1957) and
Eléments de sémiologie (1964) “Elements of Semiology”, represented linguistic structuralism

which emphasized the study of forms that goes beyond the study of contents to further emphasize
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the distinctive aesthetic character of literary works. Perhaps this is what motivated (Jaber Asfour,
1981: 94) to mention in one of his articles that Barthes searches for a static form in which the text
is proven independent of history, while Goldmann searches in the text for the internal cohesion
that connects the parts and the whole in terms of the text’s fulfilment of a function on the level of

the relationship between the text and the social group.

As for Lucien Goldmann (1913 - 1970), he benefited greatly in his theories towards the novel from
Georg Lukacs, Gérard Genette and others, and presented theories of a sociological nature through
his book Structuralisme génétique et création littéraire (1966) “Genetic Structuralism and Literary
Creation”, in which he considered that the literary work contains a group of the structures
intertwined with each other to achieve its unity in a total system which is not separated from reality
nor society, and the author is the one who establishes and creates this system giving it a specific
structure. He further confirmed (Goldmann, 1984: 8) that all thinking in the human sciences occurs
from within society, not externally, and that it is part - according to certain conditions and
circumstances - of the intellectual life of the society. Thus, through the latter, it is part of the
overall social life. Goldmann also stated in this regard that literary works are linked to their author

or creator.

Furthermore, according to (Genevieve Idt, 1986 : 101) the novel is a social institution that is linked
to reality in all its economic, political and social forms. The critical projects in all their forms
carried many questions that had a great impact in various international circles, which reconsidered
a set of issues and concepts related to the analysis and reading of literary texts according to

different reflections, theories and approaches.

Deconstruction as a critical and philosophical term was introduced by the French philosopher
(Jacques Derrida, 1930-2004) in his book De la Grammatologie “Of Grammatology” which was
published in 1967. However, he did not define this theory or term accurately in his book.
Deconstruction as a philosophical theory and critical method believes that there is no single
interpretation of the meaning in the text but that there are unlimited interpretations and therefore
the deconstruction method falls under the colours of literary criticism. Despite Derrida not defining
the term Deconstruction as a theory accurately, many critics considered it to be a new way of

reading texts and a new form of writing. This approach however also encountered many
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drawbacks, as it was considered a vague philosophical vision in its theoretical and methodological

presentation, and that its statements and concepts are more complex, difficult and ambiguous.

In the context of his views about structuralism and deconstruction in a letter to a Japanese friend
about the term and the concept of “deconstruction”, (Derrida, 2000: 59) indicated that structuralism
was dominant at that time and deconstruction was following in the same direction provided that
the term expressed a certain attention to structures which are not simply ideas, forms or systems.
Deconstruction was also a structural movement or a movement which assumed a certain necessity
for structural problems and was thus also a movement against structuralism. The Moroccan
philosopher and critic (Muhammad Allal Senaser, 2000: 28, 38) in his introduction of his
translation of Derrida’s book L ‘écriture et la difference (1967) “Writing and Difference”, the latter
suggested a strategy in reading based on deconstruction, and this strategy in his view, should avoid
falling into the trap of metaphysical binary antonyms, but should simply reside within the closed
horizon of these antonyms, vibrating from within. He further included Derrida's concept of literary
criticism, in which he discusses the book of (Jean Rousset 1910-2002): Forme et Signification
Essais sur les Structures Litteraires de Corneille a Claudel (1964) “Form and Significance -
Essays in Literary Structures from Corneille to Claudel” in which Derrida begins by emphasizing
the importance of structuralism in literary criticism in particular, and that it represents in his view,
more than fashion. It is a question that poses itself forcefully to the historian of thought and then
depicts to us that the nature of its function is based on shaking the structures after emptying them
of the energy of their living meaning. Western literary criticism, especially the critic of the novel,
was characterized by the adoption of a multiplicity of approaches and the refusal to adopt a single
approach only. Interest was shown in the literary text since the emergence of the new approach of
criticism in America, the Russian formalists, and even the French structuralism, which cut off the
text from its external reference and its author. This was asserted by the researcher (Zuhaira Benini,
2008:13) when she confirmed in the same context that the literary discourse did not enjoy an
agreement between the scholars, which led to the absence of a comprehensive theory for its

analysis, and we find only opinions that seek to highlight some of its aspects.
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This is due to the fact that the literary discourse in general and the discourse of the novel in
particular, is dominated by psychological, social, civilizational, historical and cultural impulses

that work on intellectual trends in the study to find the way to the truth of the meaning of the text.

In line with our theoretical proposition that we mentioned previously and which we devoted to
these two approaches, namely Structural and Deconstruction, our critical and analytical vision of
the novel - Min Makkah ila huna “From Mecca to Here” by Sadeq Al-Naihoum, will follow these

two approaches.

Since Arab criticism is of great interest to us in this critical and analytical approach, we will rely
on several diverse critical and literary studies which we are unable to mention in its entirety in this
paragraph of the proposal. Most of them stem from the origins of Western criticism, with the
exception of a few attempts that tried to root Arab criticism in a manner which is compatible with
the nature of the Arab narrative discourse, where it will be relied on those sources and references
that were concerned with the structure of the narrative text, especially those that adopted the
structural or deconstruction approach. We may even include some studies from the genetic
structural approach, as those who follow the process of Arab literary criticism. We find that it
keeps pace with the transformations of the course of international criticism in its curricula,
theoretical foundations, and applied procedures. Perhaps these critical efforts have enriched the
Arab critical field in its various fields and manifestations. In this regard we can refer to the most
important critics of this trend briefly, notably the work of Hassan Bahrawi: ‘F7 Binyati al-Shakli
al-Riwar’, Siza Qassem: ‘FT Binde al- Riwayah’, Saeed Yaqteen ‘Tahlil al-Khitab Riwai’: al-
Zaman, al-Sard, al-Tabir’ Samaan, Angele Botros ‘Dirassat Fi al-Riwayah al-Arabiyyah’
Youmna Al-Eid in her work ‘Tigniyat al-Sard al-Riwar Fi Daw’i al-Manhaji al-Binyawi’,
AbdelMalek Murtad in his book ‘Fi Nazariyyati al-Riwdyah: Bahth Fi Tigniyat a-Sard’, Jaber
Asfour: ‘al- Binyawiyyah al-Takwiniyyah’ (Genetic Structuralism), Hamid Lahmidani ‘Binyatu
al- Nass al- Sardr Min Manzuri al-Naqdi al-Adabi” Miftah, Mohammed “Dinamiyyat al-Nass:

Tanzir wa fjaz” and many others.

Since it is the Arabic novel that interests us in this study, the embryonic harbingers of its emergence
- as a self-standing literary art - appeared at the end of the nineteenth century and the beginning of

the twentieth century. Absorbing the contradictions and issues of Arab society, this fictional art
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now expresses itself in a dialectical manner, as it is dependent on social reality and mainly

expresses purely social and human issues with all its problems, concerns and ambitions.

In this context, the novel Min Makkah ila huna “From Mecca to Here” by Sadeq AlNaihoum was
published in 1970 and was printed several times, including the 2001 edition - its content contains
150 pages and it is considered the author’s first coherent work of fiction. However, this novel did
not attract the attention of many critics, scholars and researchers, with the exception of a few
critical attempts which did not fulfil this literary work's right to highlight its artistic, literary and
creative value, which we will seek to highlight through this critical and analytical approach.
Perhaps the importance of this novel lies in its distinguished narrative discourse, its series of
events, the interaction of its characters, and its accurate depiction of many places and lifestyles in
Libyan society, as it contains social, cultural, religious, historical and other values. From this point
of view, we have chosen this novel under study to conduct this analytical and critical approach
through the use of the structural and deconstructive approaches, trying to shed light on this
narrative discourse that has been forgotten and neglected due to several cultural and ideological
considerations. Through this approach, we will seek to identify its novel, artistic and literary
structures and link it with the structures of the Libyan social reality.

10- Chapter Outline

The methodological necessity requires us to divide this research into several chapters, which we

define as follows:
Chapter One

Includes the research proposal that provides us with a general idea of the research content, its
importance, its objectives, as well as its statement of problem, questions of research, the method
adopted in approaching the subject under study and the theoretical framework and literary studies

that were used in the completion of this research.
Chapter Two

A historical panorama about the emergence of the “Arab novel” and its critique, defining whether

it is embedded in the Arabic literature or imported from the West.
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Chapter Three

A general historical overview of the structural criticism concept in Western and Arab fiction

criticism as well as the relationship of structuralism towards narrative discourse.
Chapter Four

A general historical overview of the concept of deconstruction as a philosophical and critical
method, the relationship of deconstruction to structuralism, the convergence and differences

between the two approaches and the deconstructive approach in Arab literary criticism.
Chapter Five

This chapter begins with a theoretical introduction about the novel under study Min Makkah ila
huna (From Mecca to Here) and introducing it and its author "Sadeq AlNaihoum", as this narrative

work remained neglected by scholars and researchers due to religious and cultural considerations.
Chapter Six

This chapter is a critical and analytical study of the structure of the narrative discourse in the novel
as it focuses on all the elements of the narrative discourse, such as the structure of characters,
manifestations of time and place and other novelistic elements through the discovery of temporal
structures. Furthermore, we will mention the multiplicity of possible connotations of the narrative

discourse.
Chapter Seven

A conclusion that includes the most important results reached through this analytical approach
towards this narrative text, as we will attempt to gather the fragments of its narrative structure and
present it to many recipients and scholars, who perhaps will reveal more of its artistic, literary and
creative aspects since the creative text is open for a wide range of readers for different

interpretations.
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