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Abstract:

This thesis aims at presenting a comprehensive study, through which more will be learnt
about the art of the Andalusian Muwashahat. This is a study of their artistic structure, types, and
poetic purposes. The art of the Muwashahat was different in form and rhythm from the classic
Arabic poem, because the Muwashahat had multi meters and rhymes, and it relied on the musical
rhythm. Besides, the poetic language of the Muwashahat was based on both classical and
vernacular Arabic. The Muwashahat was invented by the Andalusian poets to keep pace with the
musical development in Andalusia, the researcher will shed light on aesthetic methods, and the
poetic styles that characterized the Muwashahat as an innovative poetic art which had strong ties
with the music and singing, and showing the impact of the Andalusian environment on the
development of this art. The art of the Muwashahat left a distinguished mark on the Arabic
poetry and music, especially in the Maghreb and North Africa where a lot of musical schools and
poets still pay a lot of attention to such type of that Andalusian art. The continuous interest in

this art, until current days, strongly motivated the researcher to proceed with this study.
Key words:

Al-Muwashahat - Al-Andalus - Literature - Poetry - Music -Singing - Rhythm - Kharja — Rhyme-

Prosody-Romance language
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Introduction:

Spain was under the rule of Arabs in the period from 711 to 1492. The Arabs gave it the
name of Andalusia, where the Arabic Islamic culture extended for eight centuries (A/haarithi,
Khrisat 2016: 173). Andalusia remained an important cultural center for a long period of
history, where Muslims established a civilization that reached the highest level of development
and prosperity, in intellectual, literary, artistic, architectural and scientific fields (Khaldfat,
2017: 19). Their interest in arts such as literature, singing and music increased because they
needed entertainment, especially in the royal palaces of the Caliphs (the Islamic rulers) and the
princes (Diéf, 1924: 14).

Therefore, a new art of poetry had to appear to respond to the Andalusian environment,
and its poetic and social requirements that suits the singing and mirth boards. That new poetic
art was the art of the Muwashahat, which will be covered by this study. The strong link
between singing and poetry was the founding factor of the art of the Andalusian Muwashahat
(Al-Nasr, 2014: 768). The development of singing was due to the musical inventions that were
developed by Zeryab (Andalusian musician); therefore, it was natural that poetry developed
with music, resulting in a new color called the art of the Muwashahat (‘abasah, 2009: 9). The
poetic purposes of the Muwashahat had varied and developed, but flirting was the most used
poetic purpose because it was more suitable for songs and mirth gatherings.

The Muwashahdat was an elegant art of the Arabic poetry (Sakind, 'abd Al-Rahim, 2018:
194). It was created by Arab poets in Andalusia, who rebelled against the classical Arabic
poem structure and approaches (‘wwad, 2014: 334), they created the art of the Muwashahat
when they felt the heavy restrictions of classic poetry, especially the restrictions of meters, and
unified rhymes (Sakina, 'abd Al-Rahim, 2018: 203).Furthermore, the appearance of the
Andalusian Muwashahat was an expression of the culture of a society that was unique in its
cultural, social and linguistic components (‘abd Al-Rahman, 2013: 314). Hence, this new
poetic art was considered a revolution against the traditional style of the classic Arabic poem,
as it was written in different meters and rhymes, and it did not comply with the traditional
Arabic prosodies. The reason was the unified meter of the classic Arabic poem, and restricted
prosodies, which no longer met the requirements of the renaissance of the Andalusian music
and the development of the art of singing. Therefore, there was a great need to a lyric poetry
that allowed multiple meters and rhymes (Kinig, 2008:173). The structure of the classic Arabic
poem depends on the unified meters, and the monotonous rhyme, but the combination of

different meters was a characteristic of the musical structure of the Muwashahat, which



depends on the musical composition to compensate for lack of uniform prosodies (‘abd Al-
Wahhab, Fawwaz, 2016: 139).

The linguistic variance remains the distinctive feature between the Muwashahdat and the
classic poem, while the structure of the classic poem depends on eloquence and the strength of
the words, the Muwashahat depends on the interplay among the linguistic levels, so that it
combines the classic Arabic, the vernacular, and the romance language (Fadl, 1995: 101), the
bilingualism in the language of the Muwashahat between Arabic and Romance languages
appeared in Al-Kharja, which was a dialect derived from the Latin-Iberian language, also
called A/-A'jamiyyah by the Arabs (Salman, 2014: 405). Al-Kharja is the last lock that ends the
Muwashahat, and it was essential and irreplaceable part (‘abdsah, 2009:10), which emphasizes
that the poets of Andalusia were able to blend the Arab creativity and Spanish creativity, and
this emerged from the structure of Arab-Spanish social integration in Andalusia (4/-Nasr,
2014: 767). The aim of the poets was to create the Muwashahdt in a simple way, based on the
ease of words, and away from the complexity in the formulation of structures (Fares, 2018:
24).

The Muwashahat were a reflection of the Andalusian free society, which was open to
accept the other, and the best evidence of this reflection was the vernacular and foreign Kharja,
which was a distinctive aspect of this Andalusian art (4/-Majdi, 2014: 81). Consequently, the
Muwashahat considered as a social poetic art, linked to popular songs and music. It is an
Andalusian effort, created purely by the Andalusian nature and the social environment that
tended to luxury and opulence, and the boards of singing and amusement (Fares, 2018: 41).
The themes of Muwashahdt extended to include most of the classic poem themes, and over
time the poets developed the purposes which caused the emergence of the “Sufi Muwashahat”,

that still popular in the Islamic world to this day.

The importance of the study:

The Andalusian Muwashahat is one of the major signs of renewal in the history of Arabic
poetry. It is one of the distinctive poetic arts, which has been liberated from the traditional
poem's limitations in the East. It has rebelled not only against the meters and rhymes, but also
against the language used. These new aspects signified the importance of this art. The effect of
this Andalusian art influenced the Eastern and the European cultures, and its effects remained

until today. Therefore, this art attracted the attention of critics in modern times, and deserved to



be the subject of study by many researchers. However, most of the previous research on the
Andalusian Muwashahat focused on comparing it to the classic Arabic poem, in order to
identify the points of difference and convergence between them. Other research studied the
Andalusian Muwashahat within a historical framework in a specific period, or for specific
poets. Other researchers were concerned with the political and economic situation that
accompanied the beginning of the Muwashahat in Andalusia.

The Andalusian Muwashahat in terms of their relation to the art of music and its influence
on the poets of the Troubadour are of great interest. The study of A/-Kharja and its colloquial
Arabic language has attracted the attention of critics and researchers. Instead, the artistic and
creative aspect of the Andalusian Muwashahdt has not received much of the research attention.
In this context, my desire - as a researcher - is to study the Andalusian Muwashahat using an
artistic literary approach, to identify this poetic color and its definition in the old sources, to
recognize its literary and artistic importance, to explain its artistic construction, meters, and
rhymes.

In this study, the researcher will investigate the different themes and purposes of this art,
the stages of the development of this art in the mosaic society of Andalusia, and the mutual
effects between this art and the society, which hosted it.

This study will also explain the most important artistic characteristics and poetic images
of this art. Through this study, the researcher will highlight the beginning and development of
this poetic and literary genre, which was developed and crystallized within a historical,

geographical and social context.

Aims of the study:

This study aims to achieve several objectives:

1 - To identify Andalusian Muwashahat, through the most important Arab sources, and extract
the artistic and literary value of this innovative art.

2 - To elucidate the artistic aesthetics and norms of the Muwashahat, and analyze the figure of
speech, rhetorical images, poetic metaphors, and embellishments, which was characterized the
Andalusian Muwashahat.

3 — To clarify the durable relationship between the art of Andalusian Muwashahat and both
music and singing.

4 - Analysis of the bilingualism in the Kharja of Andalusian Muwashahat and its causes.



Research questions:

1- What is the literary and artistic value of the Andalusian Muwashahat?

2. What is the definition of Andalusian Muwashahat in Arabic sources? And what is the
definition of the Kharja?

3 - What are the aesthetic and artistic images of the Muwashahat? And how did the Andalusian
environment affect the imagination of poets in Andalusia?

4 - How did the Andalusian Muwashahat connect with music and singing?

Limitation of study:

In order to make this research more focused, the researcher strived to identify in this study
what is the art of Andalusian Muwashahat, and the circumstances and reasons that contributed
to its inception, through the historical and social background surrounding this poetic art, and
the statement of the literary and artistic importance of this new poetic color. It also examined
the impact of the Andalusian nature and society on this art, and observe the stages of
development and prosperity witnessed by this art within Andalusia, across different historical
periods.

It also identifies the artistic structure of the Andalusian Muwashahat, and their aesthetic
images, and draws out the manifestations of beauty and artistic creativity within the Andalusian
Muwashahat, and clarifies the strong relationship between the Muwashahdt and the artist of

music and singing, it also identifies the bilingualism in the Kharja through its social causes.

Research Methodology:

The nature of this research requires the researcher to stand on several basic approaches in this
study, namely:

» Historical approach: The reliance on this method in the study will help to identify the
political circumstances and historical incidents experienced by the art Muwashahdat in the
Andalusian context, and to explain the impact of the social environment on this art in which it
stemmed from. This approach interprets the relationship between literature and history, which
helps to clarify the features of the period of time that witnessed the emergence of this
distinctive poetic color. As well as monitoring the most important signs of reflection of the
political events experienced by the poets in Andalusia on the Muwashahat, and to identify the

views expressed about the Andalusian Muwashahdt in Arabic sources. In addition, to explain



how the critics of the Arabs at that time treated this art, we will use the historical approach to

help the researcher trace the stages of the development of this art within Andalusia land.

* Artistic approach: Perhaps through this approach the researcher will work to explain the
nature of the Andalusian Muwashahat, and its artistic characteristics, besides the most
important features which distinguishes it from other poetic genders, and to clarify its aesthetic
properties to draw the artistic and literary value. The artistic curriculum will help the researcher
also to clarify the shape and types of Andalusian Muwashahat. And will illustrate the
traditional and modern poetic purposes of the Muwashahat, and its relation to music and

singing.

 Analytical Approach: The nature of this study requires exposure to this method in order to
analyze some models of Andalusian Muwashahat, in order to discover the aesthetic images
within them, also the rhetorical styles such as metaphor, trope, simile, assonance and other
artistic styles, and also to identify the meters of the Andalusian specimens. The analytical
approach also assists in knowing how the Andalusian Muwashahat are influenced by the
cultural, ethnic and linguistic diversity in Andalusia, and the importance of using colloquial

and vernacular language within the Andalusian Muwashahat.

Theoretical framework:

There are many varied literary theories dealing with literary criticism and extrapolation
from time immemorial. Literary criticism exists wherever creativity exists, but the nature of
criticism has varied over the ages. Its theories have been influenced by the political and
economic conditions of societies, public opinions and social life.

Arab scientists have defined the concept of poetry in ancient times as "balanced words,
with rhyme denote to the meaning" (Dakhiyyah, 2012: 103), which means that the meter and
rhyme are the basis of poetry and its base, but this concept evolved over time, showing
consideration about the artistic image, and imagination on the hand of /bn-Sina, who defined
the poetry as “words of fiction consist of equal balanced words, and in Arabic means rhyme”
(Katanah, 2018:139), Ibn- khaldin has put emphasis on the importance of evolution of arts and

literature, therefore, he considered that poetry has undergone developments, changed its shape,



the most important of these changes, was the emergence of Andalusian Muwashahat (Derbali
2015: 60).

One of the important theories in the critique of Arabic poetry is the theory of Al-jahez,
which the researcher will depend on in this study, A/-jahez defined poetry as "craft, type of
fabric, and kind of Photography" (Amdani, Shadman, 2012: 29). He considered the poetry a
talent and reprint, and the poem is like the fabric in the intertwining of its verses and styles. He
was concerned with fantasy and aesthetic images in poetry such as metaphor and simile.
Therefore, the researcher will apply the theory of A/-jahez on this study, which fits with the
analysis of Andalusian Muwashahat, Al-jahez showed interest in the form, and that the author
should formulate the words simply, when the words were distinctive and free of complexity, it
became beloved to the souls, and associated with thought, and became popular (4lzaiyyabat,
2017: 111). And this applies to the Andalusian Muwashahdt, because it was characterized by
the ease of words and the simplicity of artistic structure, and their meanings understandable to
the general public, the creativity in the formulation and vocabulary was the first thing in the
theory of Al-jahez in estimating the artistic value of literary work. And the view of literature is
to the extent of the quality of the metaphor and good similes, and the creation of the image that
distinguishes the writer from others (Amant, Shadman, 2012: 36). The researcher will analyze
the Andalusian Muwashahat within the theory of Al-jahez, to expound the simplicity of their
words and their artistic methods, in addition to the definition of Andalusian Muwashahat
artistic structure, types and meters, and the most important poetic topics in which it was
written, and to clarify the importance of rhyme and rhythm.

Furthermore, in this study of the Andalusian Muwashahat, it is necessary to stand on their
historical and social background, whereas the social and economic system in Andalusia
imposed the existence of literary types suited to the Andalusian environment, such as the
Muwashahat and Zajal. So the researcher chose the theory of reflection, to use its principles in
the analysis of the subject of this research, which deals with the poetic Muwashahat in
Andalusia, where the theory of reflection that literary work is a form of reflection of reality
(Selden, Widdowso, Brooker, 2005 :87). The French literature Madame De Stale (1766-1817)
is considered as the first woman who relates literature to society. She explains that literature is
an expression of society, it changes as society changes and evolves in its evolution (Montazerri,
Khagani, Zarkiih, 2012: 161), and then the French critic and historian Hippolyte Taine (1828-
1893) who for the first time he attempted to present a three-pronged method of "race, social

milieu and time" to understand and analyze literature in the context of the sociological



approach to the study of literature (Jadhav, 2014: 659). Taine believes that the best
understanding of any art work requires studying the traditions of the nation, environment and
the historical era that produced this work (‘abd Al-Salam, Morsi, 2017: 29). These principles
will be the basis on which the researcher will study and understand the Andalusian
Muwashahat, how they were created, and to what extent the Muwashahat represented the
reflection of the Andalusian environment with its subjects and linguistic and artistic styles.
Moreover, this theory was crystallized by the critic and historian Georg Lukécs (1885-1971),
but the reflection according to him is not a picture of reality in detail, but it is a picture of the
entire life process but not its details (‘abd Al-Salam, Morsi, 2017: 28). Lukécs has used the
term "reflection" in a distinctive way. He sees that literary work does not reflect isolated
individual phenomena, but reflects the integrated process of life (Selden, Widdowso, Brooker,

2005 :87), the correct form of literature as seen by Lukécs is the form that reflects reality, in

the most objective way (Kassab, 2009: 50). The theory of reflection has succeeded in
presenting completely new concepts of literature. It is perhaps the most vital and viable theory
and have ability to continue, as it addressed the creator, creativity, and the recipient
(Montazeri, Khagani, Zarkiub, 2012: 161). Therefore, the theory of reflection will be adapted to
this study, in order to familiarize with the social and historical conditions that produced the art
of Andalusian Muwashahat, and the influence of the Andalusian environment and its political
reality on the imagination of the poets, in this period of the history of Arabic poetry, where the
theory of reflection means the reflection of society in literature (Kassab, 2009: 47). Through
this perspective of this theory the researcher can study the art of Andalusian Muwashahat, to

prove the reflection of society within this art.

Literature Review:

There are many research and studies that addressed the Andalusian Muwashahat through
varied perspectives, we find research focused on the study of the Muwashahat of famous poets
of Andalusia, including the research (‘abd Al-Majied, 2018), which dealt with the Muwashahat
of Al-Sheshteri, in terms of language and aesthetic images, as well as research (4/-hariit, 2006),
in which he discussed the Muwashahat of Lisan Al-Dien Ibn Al-Khatih, in terms of content and
artistic form. On the other side, there are research focused on the origin of the Andalusian

Muwashahat, from the standpoint of the reasons and circumstances of their appearance, and



comparison with the traditional poem, as in the thesis of (Bozédi, 2006), in addition to several

research, such as (Hosin, 2015), (Dawt, 2017), and (Mikki, 2014).

Most of the studies which are related to the art of Andalusian Muwashahat focused on the
study of 4/-Kharja, because it is the basis of the Muwashahat, and it differs in its meters and
language from the rest of the Muwashah. Also, it was written in romance language or
vernacular alongside the classical Arabic. Otherwise, the Kharja is a clear evidence of the
reflection of the culture of the Andalusian society and its different races on the language of the
Muwashahat, which attracted critics and researchers to expand the study of it, as in the research
of (‘'wwad, 2014), (Al-Ghaderi, 1995), (Abu-Haidar, 1978), and (Moreh, 1998), also the thesis
of (Zwartjes , 1995), where the researchers focused on explaining the importance and types of

the Kharja, its colloquial and romance language, and its function within the Muwashah.

One of the important research that clarifies the Kharja is (Fares, 2018), which revolves
around the vernacular Kharja and its effect on the meters of the Muwashah, where he counted
the total number of the vernacular and romance Kharja in all of the Muwashahat, across
different historical periods from the history of Andalusia. He mentions the meters and types of
Andalusian Muwashahat, and concluded that these Kharjas, which differed from the meters of
Arabic poetry, and grammar, formed an unusual new pattern, contrary to rhythms and meters of
traditional Arabic poem, and that the short sections in the Muwashahat expressed the
Andalusian natural environment and how the poets were connected to it (Fares, 2018: 35), also
a research explains the language of the Kharja as in (‘abasah, 2009), in which the researcher
focused on clarifying the most important differences between the Muwashahat and the classical
poem, and explaining the different dialects within the Kharja, with examples of the Kharja in
vernacular, romance and Berber dialects, he expounded that the Andalusian vernacular were
very far from the Arabic classical language, because it was connected to many non-Arab
dialects on one hand, and because of the different Andalusian origins on the other (‘abasah,
2009: 14). And considering the research that related to the influence of Andalusian
Muwashahat on the poets of the Troubadour we mention (Khaldfat, 2017), which explained the
influence of the Andalusian environment in the origin of the Muwashahdat. He compared
between the structure of the Muwashahat and the structure of the Poems of the Troubadour.
And the extent of the influence of the Andalusian Muwashahat on them, and concluded that
there is a great similarity between the Muwashahat and the poems of the poets of the
Troubadour, in terms of meters, structure and parts (Khalafat, 2017: 21), also the research of

(Alharthi, Khrisat, 2016), the researchers were interested in clarifying the extension of the



influence of the Andalusian Muwashahdt on the European culture, where they said that both of
the Muwashahat and zajal have had a clear influence on Spanish and French poetry in
particular, and on the European poetry in general (4Alharthi, Khrisat, 2016: 177). Another
aspect of the researches as in the research of (Sakind, 'abd Al-Rahim, 2018) focused on the
Andalusian Muwashahdt and its strong relationship with music and singing, and the influence
of melodies on the meters and rhythms of the Muwashahat. As the prevalence of singing and
entertainment and the development of musical instruments was a strong motive for the
invention of the Muwashahat in Andalusia, where the researchers were mentioned the
Muwashahat and its development, and mentioned as well the most famous poets who wrote the
Muwashahat according to the historical periods in Andalusia. Likewise we find a research
(‘abd Al-Wahhab, Fawwaz, 2016) in which the researchers were interested in explaining the
effect of music on the meters and rhythm of the Muwashahat, and clarifying the musical
structure of it. We also mention a thesis of (Isma’il, 2016), which dealt with the subjects of
Andalusian Muwashahat, and its connection to singing, and the research of (Reynolds, 2009) in
which the researcher explained the music in Andalusia and the development of its tools, and its
association to the Muwashahat, and explained the rhythm of Muwashahat and its melodies.
And we also indicate the research of (‘abd Al-Rahman, 2013) who explained the meters and the
prosody of Andalusian Muwashahat, and their types, and monitor the stages of the
development of melodies and rhythms of the Andalusian Muwashahdat. Furthermore, the
research (4/-Nasr, 2014) discussed the critical opinions that related to the establishment of the
Muwashahat in Andalusia, and he explained the creativity in the language and the style of the
Muwashahat. He believes that the development of music and singing has influenced the
Andalusian thought, and through his new culture, his social habits differed from the Arab
society in the Arabian Peninsula (4/-Nasr, 2014: 772).

An important research that clarified the art of Muwashahat from a different perspective,
(4l-Majdr, 2014), where the author was interested in explaining the extent of the embodiment
of the Andalusian Muwashahdt concepts of social reality in Andalusia, through explaining the
social and political factors surrounding the emergence of the Muwashahat in Andalusia, he
pointed out that the art of the Muwashahat is a social art, described through its words, themes
and language the reality of Andalusian society. He mentioned that the Muwashahat is the true
Andalusian art of the reality of society and was a true cameraman for the culture of his sons of
different races (4I-Mdjdi, 2014: 83). Studies that interested in the artistic structure of the

Andalusian Muwashahat, there is also the thesis of (karim, 2002), in which the researcher



explained the structure of the Muwashahat, its thythm and language, and presented the poetic
image inside the Muwashahat in general. In the light of this literature review the researcher
pointed out that the majority of the researches focused on the origin of Andalusian
Muwashahat, and the strength of the correlation between the Andalusian Muwashahdt and the
art of music and singing. The study of the Kharja gained the most researchers interest, but most
of these studies neglected the creative artistic aspect within the Andalusian Muwashahdat, and
only a few researches showed the artistic value of the Andalusian Muwashahat or the literary
value of them. Therefore, I chose to study the Andalusian Muwashahat from a literary and
artistic perspective, to clarify the aesthetic and creative aspects of the Andalusian Muwashahat

and to explain their literary value.
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